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A MAJOR NEW SERIES ON OUR CULTURAL LIFE IN THE REVIEW 


Safari Britons taken hostage 


FIVE BRITONS were last night 
believed to be among 13 West- 
ern tourists taken hostage by 
armed rebels while on a moun- 
tain gorilla safari in Uganda. 

Three people - including a 
tourist - were killed after 150 
Dtrebeis, believed to be Rwandan 
Hutus, stormed three remote 
campsites on Sunday night, in 
an apparently co-ordinated at- 
tack in Uganda's Impenetrable 
Forest National Park. None of 
the three was British. It is be- 
lieved 191 to 30 Westerners were 
initially taken hostage but that 
17 of them, including the French 
deputy ambassador to Kam- 
pala, Anne Peltier; escaped. 


by Andrew Buncombe 
and Kim Sengupta 


Last August four tourists 
were seized by Hutus, who 
later released one of than. The 
other three, including a Briton, 
have not been heard of since. 
The incident was one in a re- 
cent spate of bighprofile kidnap 
cases involving Britons in 
places as diverse as Chechnya, 
Yemen and Nigeria 

Last ni ght, the British High 
Commissioner in Uganda 
Michael Cook, said he still had 
few details about the raids. 
“We have been told there was 
an attack on the camp. A num- 


ber of people were abducted - 
13, some of whom we believe 
are British nationals.'* he said. 
“We are working closely with 
'Ugandan authorities to find 
out more." 

A spokesman for the Amer- 
ican embassy in Kampala Vir- 
gil Bordeen, said: “We know 
there are some US citizens 
but we do not knowhow many." 

A source dose to the Ugan- 
da Wildlife Authority said that 
ethnic Hutu rebels from neigh- 
bouring Rwanda attacked two 
camps on the edge of the park. 
He said a game warden who 
was with the tourists was miss- 
ing and feared dead. 


The Bwindi Impenetrable 
Fbrest, which lies dose to the 
border with the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, is home 
to about 300 mountain gorillas 
and is one of only two areas 
where they can still be found. 

Last August, six tourists 
who had crossed from Uganda 
into Congo in the midst of that 
country’s dvD war in order to 
track the gorillas were also at- 
tacked and kidnapped by 
Rwandan Hutu rebels. 

Three of that group, who 
were in another gorilla habitat 
near the Virunga volcanoes, are 
stiU missing, although Ugandan 
wildlife authorities said last 


month that they believed they 
were still alive. 

The attacks took place at the 
campsites, in the south-west of 
Uganda, which are run by at 
least two different operators. 

Mike Jones, managing di- 
rector of tour operators Aber- 
crombie and Kent, which owns 
one of the sites, said: “We had 
11 clients of various nationali- 
ties staying at the Gorilla For- 
est camp. There were other 
Westerners staying at other 
camps. We think that up to 150 
rebels stormed the camps. At 
our camp, a Kenyan guide and 
two of his clients were taken. 
Our other eight clients have 


now been moved to Kampala." 

An employee of the African 
Pearl Safari tour company, 
which owns another site, said 
the gunmen, camouflaged and 
carrying automatic rifles, at- 
tacked its camp and set it 
ablaze, forcing staff and guests 
to flee into the dense brush. 
“The information we have is 
that seven have escaped from 
captivity and we may get more 
as time goes by” said the em- 
ployee would not reveal his 
name. “Our people in the camp 
are scared." 

Unconfirmed reports said 
the three killed included at 
least one tourist It is thought 


the other two were Ugandans 
and that one may have been an 
employee of the state-owned 
U ganda Wildlife Authority. 

The attacks come against 
the backdrop of continuing eth- 
nic violence in central Africa. 
The hostage-takers were al- 
most certainly Hutus - the 
remnants of those responsible 
for the genocide of 800,000 
Rwandan Tutsis in 1994. 

After the current Rwandan 
government took power, many 
rebel militiamen fled into the 
Congo, where they were hunt- 
ed down by an alliance of Rwan- 
dan Tutsis, Ugandans and 
Congolese rebels. 


Since then, they have been 
based in the neighbouring De- 
mocratic Republic of Congo. 
There has been continued fight- 
ing between the Hutus and the 
Uganda People’s Defence 
Force along the forested hordes 
with the rebels regularly cross- 
ing the border to ambush ve- 
hicles and take hostages. 

The Foreign Office said last 
night that it could only confirm 
that “a number” of Britons had 
been kidnapped. It is believed 
the other Westerners are 
Americans and French. Last 
night, no demands had been 
made ty the kidnappers. 

Safari danger, page 3 



Vbun Sharif the Cambridge cox, with her team-mates for the Boat Race against Oxford on 3 April. Ms Sharif, 19, is 5ft tali and weighs 7st 61b. Her smallest oarsman is 
Bit 3m. Cambridge have won for the past six years and are favourites to make it seven. Full report, Sport, page 25 Robert Hallam 


Looted Nazi art’ in National Gallery 


THE NATIONAL Gallery is to 
study the histories of more 
than 100 of its paintings amid 
fears that they could have been 
tooted by the Nazis. The suspect 

works include paintings by 
Picasso, Renoir, Redon, Degas, 
Van Dyck and Caravaggio. 

The National Gallery win be 
the first gallery or museum in 
the world to go through its col- 
lection to root out paintings with 
Nazi links. However its direc- 
tor; Nefl MacGregor, said yes- 
terday that even if any of the 


BY David lister 
Arts News Editor 


pnmtings were found to have 
been looted by the Nazis, they 
could not be returned to their 
rightful owners. He said: “In law 
we cant transfer title. So we 
cant give a painting back to an 
individual but the individual 
might want compensation." 

The decision to investigate 
any painting whose provenance 
is undear is the first step by 
British galleries to determine 


whether any works might have 
been looted from Jewish fami- 
lies. Other galleries, including 
the Tate, the British Museum 
and leading regional galleries 
are drawing up plans to sift 
through their collections. 

Mr MacGregor said yester- 
day he thought it unlikely that 
many, if any, of the paintings 
would turn out to have been in 
Nazi hands. But after the “Nazi 
Gold" revelations of money 
looted from Jewish families, it 
was felt necessary to remove 


any doubt He added: “Of the 
2,400 paintings in the National 
Gallery, 470 have been acquired 
since 1933 and there are 120 
where we can't be certain about 
their provenance. 

“We are doing tins so anyone 
who might have a daim can see 
what is in the National Gallery. 
But we should keep a sense of 
proportion; my hunch is that 
only very few works will turn 
out to be open to dispute." 

On the 120-strong list are 
such works as Woman Drying 


Herself by Degas; Ophelia 
Among the Flowers by Redon 
and Picasso’s Fruit , Dish, Bat- 
tle and Violin. 

The change in attitude to the 
Nazi period over the past cou- 
ple of years is illustrated by the 
example of Bosschaert’s Flow- 
ers in a Vase, acquired by the 
National Gallery five years ago. 

Its annnal report from the 
time merely said that the pic- 
ture had been bought in 
Switzerland “shortly after the 
Second World War”. 



Redon’s ’Ophelia Among 
the Flowers’: Loot fears 


Ministers 
lukewarm 
on free care 


for elderly 


DOWNING STREET and the 
Treasury dug in their heels 
yesterday against accepting a 
Royal Commission report rec- 
ommending that long-term 
care for the elderly should be 
provided free to all, ata cost to 
the nation of £6bn. 

The Royal Commission's 
recommendation - free “per- 
sonal care" for aH with means- 
tested payment for living costs 
such as food and accommoda- 
tion - would be popular but the 
Prime Minister’s policy unit 
and the Treasury believe it 
would mean raising too much 
money in taxation to pay for the 
long-term care of the better off 

Frank Dobson, Secretary of 
State for Health, announced 
that there would be a period of 
consultation on the report, but 
it is unlikely that it will be ac- 
cepted in fall by the Govern- 
ment MPs said last night they 
expected early action by lifting 
or abolishing the £16,000 limit 
on assets, which has forced 
some home owners to sell their 
houses to qualify for free care. 

The sense of injustice felt by 
families forced to sell parents’ 
homes, which is still being en- 
forced by social services de- 
partments, led to promises of 
action by Tony Blair at the 
general election. 

The limit on assets could be 
raised to about £60,000 - just 
below the average price of a 
three-bed semi - or scrapped, 
at an annual cost of up to £22Gm, 
but long-term solutions are 
more difficult Mr Dobson told 
MPs: “This is a complex issue 
and there are no easy solutions. 
We have to get this right" 


By Colin brown 
Chief Political Correspondent 


The Tories and the Liberal 
Democrats accused the Gov- 
ernment of dithering last night 
The Royal Commission was 
seen as a way of relieving the 
pain, but its report has left the 
Government with a problem 
over how to proceed. 

The Treasury and Downing 
Street favour more means- 
testing, and a note of dissent 
added by two members a£ the 
commission to the majority re- 
port said: “To make personal 
care free for all those who are as- 
sessed as need it would make 
matters worse. In essence, it 
would transfer initially at least 
£Ubn rising to at least £6bn in 
2051 from tihe private to the pub- 
lic purse. This huge addition to 
the burden on public expenditure 
would not, however; increase 
spending on services for elder- 
ly people by a single penny” 

The minority report called 
for people to be encouraged to 
take out private insurance 
schemes to contribute to long- 
term care, the solution offered 
by the Tories. Labour MPs said 
Mr Dobson would be “lynched" 
if he proposed private insur- 
ance. They expect the Govern- 
ment to adopt a combination of 
measures, including lifting the 
means-testing threshold on as- 
sets and possibly a contributo- 
ry insurance scheme. 

The Labour MP Malcolm 
Wicks, an expert on social pol- 
icy; said: “It is a big problem and 
I urge the Government to come 
up with a big solution.” 

End to injustice’ page 6 
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Slngle~cunwncy challenge 

Blair faces opposition from a 
new group of pro-Europeans 
who are against the euro 

Home W 


^Police race reforms 

Whitehall inspectors may take 
over if forces fail to deliver 

Home P5 


Sleaze pays off for Caine 

Bafta nominations include 
Michael Caine for his role as a 
sleazy agent in Little Voice 

Home P7 


US extends Gulf attacks 
The US has escalated its 
aerial war against Iraq 

Foreign P1 1 
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Israel eases back 

After heavy air raids, Israel 
has backed away from further 
r etaliat ion against ffizboHah 

Foreign Pit 


Riots In Spice Islands 

At least 10 people have died in 
Indonesian religious unrest 

Foreign P12 


£1.3bn purchase For GEC 
GEC announced the £L3bn 
purchase of RELTEC, a US 
telecoms equipment supplier 
Business PI 5 


Brazilian hero stays away 
Inter Milan’s Ronaldo will not 
be playing against Man Utd 

Sport P2G 
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Robert Hsk 

Israelis are pleading with 
their government not to let 
Lebanon become its Vietnam 

Comment P5 


Dumb and dumber? 

John Walsh: we were wrong to 
stop making an effort for art 

Features P8 


Bacon on paper 

The artist kept his sketches 
secret but what can they toll 

ns that we didn't know? 

Arts PIO 


Underground reading 

Why the latest free paper for 
London should succeed 

Media P12 
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that our expertise has earned big returns. Tor example £6,000 invested four years ago is now worth £11201! 
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You’re not singing any more : how Sir J ohn 
^ Hall’s sporting empire took a dive 


« PLUS DON’T YOU | 
JUST LOVE BEING IN 
CONTROL? HOW 
BRITISH GAS TURNED 
INTO CENTRICA 


A CABINET minister went into 
the witness bo s at the High 
Court in Edinburgh yesterday 
to describe how he met Mo- 
hammed Sarwar in Downing 
Street to hear the newly elect' 
ed Labour MP’s response to a 
bribery allegation. 

Nick Brown, who was gov- 
ernment chief whip at the time 
in May 1997, said he had found 
a iVetra of the World story that 
Mr Sarwar paid an election 
rival £5,000 to ease off his cam- 
paign “implausible’*. However 
Air Sarwar ’s explanation was 
"too convoluted” for Mr Brawn 
to understand in an afternoon 
and of such seriousness he 
handed on investigations to 
Labour's National Executive 
and the legal authorities. 

The trial of the businessman, 
who became Britain's first Mus- 
lim MP when he held Glasgow 
Govan for Labour at the general 
election, is in its sixth week. Mr 
Sarwar denies charges of elec- 
toral fraud and attempting to 
pervert the course of justice. He 


BY Stephen Goodwin 
Scotland Correspondent 
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Accommodation 
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A personal copy 
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House & Garden 
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Sarwar bribe 
‘implausible’ 
says minister 


is accused of having names 
falsely added to the electoral 
role, bribing an “independent 
Labour” candidate, Badar Is- 
lam, to pin the blame for the vot- 
ing irregularities on another 
fringe candidate and of pre- 
tending the £5,000 was a loan. 

Mr Brown, now the Minister 
of Agriculture, told the court he 
arranged to meet Mr Sarwar at 
the chief whip’s office at 12 ; 
Downing Street on 18 May 1997 
- the day the story appeared 
and a little over 'two weeks 
after Labour's election tri- 
umph. Mr Sarwar was been to 
discuss the allegations, he said. 
“I wasn't summoning him; we 
both wanted bo discuss them as 
a matter of urgency." 

Mr Brown said he found the 
allegation that Mr Islam had 
been paid a “bung" implausible. 
“It was too late in the campaign 
to affect the outcome.” 

The case continues. 



Owen and 


Healey stand 


against euro 


Lord Owen launching New Europe yesterday in London 


TONY BLAIR'S plans to win 
pubBc support for British mem- 
bership of the single currency 
were undermined yesterday 
by the launch of a new group 
of pro-Europeans who oppose 
the euro. 

The New Europe research 
and campaign group, headed by 
Lord Owen, the former SDP 
leader, argues that Britain can 
still enjoy influence in the Eu- 
ropean Union without ditching 
the pound. Allies of Mr Blair say 
he is convinced that Britain will 
not have “real dout" unless it 
tabes part in monetary union. 

In a speech in Milan today, 
Mr Blair will say that the euro 
alone will not bring prosperi ty, 
but that it could do so if com- 
bined with economic reform. At 
JofrnVoos a meeting of EU socialist par- 


BY ANDREW GRICE 
Polxtdal Editor 


YESTERDAY 


THE WORLD 


LIGHTING UP 


EXTREMES 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 


BdtaK 

SlnaUftura 

Bristol 

Glasgow 

London 

Manchester 

Newcastle 


5.59pm to 7.12am 
5.45pm to 6. 5 loro 
5 50pm to 6.54am 
5.50pm to 7.07aro 
5.40pm to 6.45am 
5.46pm to 6.56am 
5.41pm to 6.5Sam 


M biiwB C Guernsey 13C (5SF) 

Coldest (day): LQascamoch 3C (37F) 
Wettest: Stratfullan. Perthshire t5 Ins 
Sunniest: Hastings. Sussec 8.1 hrs 
Far 24hrs to 6pm Simday 


HIGH TIDES 


A sonmonUi 

Cork 

Pcwo np ort 

Dower 


AM HT 
6.39 12.9 
4.57 4.3 
5J2 S3 
10 33 6.4 


Don Laoghafaw 11.07 4.3 
BUmnMIl 4.53 5.1 
Greenock IT.56 3.4 
Harerfdi - 11.21 3.9 

'Holyhead ' 95J 5.6 

IMB (Albert Dk) 5.48 8.3 
Kings Lynn 5.46 6 2 
Utth 157 5.3 

Lhmpool >0.45 9.3 
MBtardNasen 5.4T 6.7 
Newquay 4 33 6.7 
PwrtUod 6.06 1.9 

Port smou th 10.39 4.5 


PM HT 
7.05 13.1 
5.16 49 
5.51 5J 
10.51 6.5 
11.28 4.0 
5.32 5 0 


Searborongh 

Wkh 


4 33 6.7 
6.06 1.9 
10.39 4 5 
7 36 4.7 
3J3 5.4 
10.43 3.5 


Hfrgt-j nxtauml in metres 


11.40 3.8 
10.15 '5.4 
5.58 85 

5.54 6 4 
2.18 5.5 

11.08 9.2 
6.03 6.7 

4.55 6.7 
6.49 1.8 i 

1106 4.5 
7.57 4.7 , 
3.45 5.6 
11.17 3.4 ! 


AIR QUALITY 

Today's reading* 


London 
S England 
Mates 
C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Ireland 


NO, SO, 
Moderate Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Coed 


SUN a MOON 


Son rise*: 06 47 
Son secs: 17 <H) 
Moon rises: 16 52 
Moon sets: 06 33 
Pull moon March 2od 



Son 

hrs 

Rain 

mm 

Mas 

•c r 

Aberdeen 

3.8 

0.5 

7 

45 

Anglesey 

0 

1.0 

9 

48 

Aviemore 

23 

20.1 

3 

37 

Belfast 

1.6 

5.6 

8 

46 

Birmingham 

2.9 

2.0 

10 

50 

Bournemouth 

4.1 

0.5 

1! 

52 

Branl 

S.3 

1.3 

U 

54 

Buxton 

2.3 

9.9 

a 

46 

Cardiff 

2.4 

1.0 

12 

54 

Clacton 

7.7 

0 

9 

48 

Cromer 

4.7 

0.5 

12 

54 

Edinburgh • 

2.8 

14J 

7- 

45 

Exmouch 

2.4 

0.3 

11 

52 

Fishguard 

0.4 

1.3 

10 

50 

Folkestone 

7.9 

0 

11 

52 

Glasgow 

2.1 

23.9 

7 

45 

Hastings 

8.1 

0 

11 

52 

Howe 

5.7 

0 

10 

50 

Isle-of-mai) 

0.8 

1.0 

10 

50 

We-of-wigfit 

- 

0.3 

11 

52 

Jersey 

7.8 

0 

12 

54 

Kendal 

0 

7.4 

8 

46 

Leeds 

4.5 

8.9 

11 

52 

Lerwick 

2.7 

4.3 

5 

41 

Uttfehampton 

4.3 

0.3 

11 

52 

London 

4.3 

0.3 

12 

54 

Lowestoft 

6.0 

0.3 

12 

54 

Manchester 

2.1 

4.3 

10 

50 

Margate 

7.7 

0.3 

11 

52 

Morecambe 

0 

2.8 

9 

48 

Newcastle 

4J 

ZB 

10 

50 

Newquay 

1 3 

1.B 

10 

50 

Norwich 

5.1 

0.5 

12 

54 

Oxford 

3.8 

0.5 

12 

54 

Ross-on-wye 

3.1 

0.3 

11 

52 

SaKombe 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Scarborough 

42 

1.8 

11 

52 

Shrewsbury 

1 3 

1.0 

11 

52 

Southend 

6.5 

0 

7 

45 

Southport 

- 

4.8 

• 

- 

Stornoway 

29 

66 

6 

43 

Swonage 

4.7 

0.3 

11 

52 

Tenby 

0.7 

3.6 

10 

50 

Torquay 

3.3 

2.0 

12 

54 

Weston-s-maie 

- 

- 

„ 

. 

Weymouth 

3-8 

0.3 

II 
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ties, toe Prime Minister will re- 
ject German demands for hitl- 
er taxes and more regulation. 
He will urge Europe to emulate 
toe United States, saying it 
has created “real jobs” in hi- 
tech industries and not just 
so-called “McJobs” in ham- 
burger bars. 

Under toe slogan “common 
sense on toe single currency”, 
Lord Owen's organisation wQl 
seek to influence public opinion 
so that Mr Blair is deterred 
from calling a referendum on 
toe euro. 

^We are quite unashamedly 
and unavowiedly supporters of 
the European Union,” Lord 
Owen said “You can be a com- 
mitted member of toe EU with- 
out being a member of 
euroland." 

He admitted that it was in 
Britain's economic interest for 
tiie euro to succeed, but said the 
Government should not be 
pressured into joining or do so 
because it was “fashionable". 
His group would research 
some of the important unad- 
dressed issues-sudi as the im- 
pact of the euro on mortgages, 
pensions and the harmonisa- 
tion of state benefits. 

The former Labour foreign 
secretary said iris body had “de- 
liberately shunned” support 
from Eunosceptics, but itwould 
work closely with the Business 
for Sterling group, which also 
opposes the euro. He would 
share a platform with sceptics 
if Labour called a referendum. 

The group’s launch docu- 
ment said: “We do not say 
‘never’ but for now we are in toe 
enviable position of being able 
to wait and watch others take 
part in an experiment which 
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Low H is filling. Low Y win quickly move eastwards, as Low K runs east and 
deepens. High P Is stationary. 
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rr MAY not have felt like it in 
some parts of toe country but 
Britain has enjoyed its tenth of- 
ficially warm winter of the 
past 12 years. 

While much of Europe has 
been dogged by record low 
temperatures, average winter 
temperatures in England and 
Wales reached S^C (4L4F) eas- 
ily surpassing the 3.6C (3S-5F) 
average for 1961-90. However; 
northern Scotland suffered one 
of its snowiest ffebruaiys since 
the early 1970s. 
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A WOMAN i^30 hounded one of 
the country’s leading criminal 
psychologists with hundreds 
of threatening phone calls was 
convicted yesterday under new 
anti -stalking laws. 

Gillian Hartshorne, 50, 
referred to in court as “the sec- 
retary from hell", bombarded 
54-year-old Professor David 
Canter of toe Centre for 
Investigative Psychology at toe 
University of Liverpool and his 
former research assistant. Dr 
Samantha Lundrigan, 28, frith 
more than 500 threatening and 
abusive calls after she was not 
given a permanent job. 

Hartshorne, of Great Sutton. 
Cheshire, faced three charges 
under anti-stalking laws. 

Tfestenhw a jury at Liverpool 
Crown Court found Hart 
shorne, who has two children, 


By Gary Finn 


guilty of three counts of caus- 
ing fear of violence. Sentencing 
was adjourned until 15 March 
for pre-sentence and psychi- 
atric reports by Judge Duncan 
who said: “These two folkbave 
been made the subject of real 
unpleasantness but ... merci- 
fully, no one has been hurt in a 
physical sense." 

In messages left on his home 
answering machin e, she said: 
“You are responsible for my 
death because I cannot cope 
wito what lies ahead. I want you 
to know you should be charged 
with manslaughter or murder 
... all because you wanted a 
young department 1 hate you. 
You will be sacked. Under- 
stand. Sacked. Pm going to 
ensure you are sacked.” 
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may or may not be a success. 
We accept that the EU is evolv- 
ing over time so that what 
migh t be inconceivable today 
could become commonplace 
tomorrow.” 

The campaign group's other 
leading lights include Lord 
Healey, the former Labour 
chancellor. Lord Prior, the 
former Conservative cabinet 
mini ster and ex-GEC chair' 
man and Martin Tbyloc the for- 
mer Barclays Bank chief 
executive. It also indudes aca- 
demics and journalists, with a 
heavy presence from The 
Times, whose parent company 
is chaired by Rupert Murdoch. 

Lord Prior; a staunch pro- 
European, said he had “torn 
my self away from my former 
friends” because the euro was 
a supremely important issue. 
He did “not want to be associ- 
ated” with Tbries who were 
“anti-EU”. 

He criticised toe Govern- 
ment’s policy of preparing for 
entry without having deddal to 
join as “almost the worst of all 
worlds”. He added: “It ought to 
try to get on with it or forget 
about if 

Pro-Europeans hit bade at 
the new group last nigh t Giles 
Radice, chair of toe European 
Movement, said its members 
were “deluding themselves. 
They are presenting a false 
choice to toe people of Britain.” 

Colin Shaman, chair of ac- 
countancy firm KPMG In- 
ternational, said British 
business could not hope to in- 
fluence European affairs out- 
side the euro. “Being in the EU 
but not being in the euro is 
rougher the equivalent of being 
half-pregnant,” Mr Shaman 
said. 

Hamish McRae, 
Review, page 4 
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Displaced Rwandan Hntns await aid distribution at a camp near the Ugandan border. Ethnic rivalries still fuel the regional war John Voos 
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THEY HAD gone to watch a rare 
species of animal persecuted al- 
most to extinction, and instead 
ended up becoming victims 
themselves in the violent heart 
of Africa 

The people who travel to 
see the mountain gorillas of 
Uganda bristle if they are called 
tourists. They see themselves 
as serious travellers with an 
empathy for nature. 7b prove 
this they are prepared to pay 
more thui£ 2 , 0 Ofteach to catch 
a glimpse of the elusive crea- 
tures in an area called the Im- 
penetrable Fbrest 

They also accept that they 
have to travel to some of the 
most inaccessible parts of the 
continent: remote, inhospitable 
and often dangerous. 

The odyssey to see the ma- 
jestic sitverbacks and the fight 
for their conservation by die 
American naturalist Diane Fbs- 


BY KIM SENGUPTA, 
ANDREW BUNCOMBE AND 
Michael McCarthy 
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sey - celebrated in the ac- 
claimed film GoriOas in the 
Mist starring Sigourney 
Weaver -has helped to promote 

a fascination for the animals 
But just as the film ended in 


murderous violence - when 
Fossey was murdered by 
poachers - the lingering strife 
of the Rwandan rivO war has 
made travel to the Impenetra- 
ble Forest a dangerous if not 
foolhardy adventure. 

The defeated Hutus of 
Rwanda have retreated into 
neighbouring Congo and the 
backcountxy of Uganda, strik- 
ing out at will, to cause terror 
and bring attention to their un- 
popular cause. 

Last August, in the v ery fi ist 
• month of renewed fighting in 
the borderlands, three visitors 
were kidnapped: Englishman 
Douglas Rear, 66, originally 
from Gloucestershire but now 
living in New Zealand, and a 
Swedish couple. They have not 
been seen since. The authori- 
ties say, perhaps more in hope 
than expectation, there is stiQ 
a good chance they are alive. 


The Hutu militia know that 
a sure way to hit the economy 
of a Third World country de- 
pendant on tourism is to hit that 
industry. And the latest attack, 
which killed three as well as 
leading to the taking of IS 
hostages, is sure to do that 

The attack took place at 
three camping sites on the 
northern edges of the Bwindi 
National Park, the main start- 
ing point to see the 320 or so 
mountain gorillas that still re- 
main in the park along the 
mountain slopes'. 

One tourist and two Ugan- 
dans were killed as the raiders, 
wearing camouflage and car- 
rying automatic rifles, burst 
into the sites. As the raid con- 
tinued, several biddings and sa- 
fari vehicles were burnt As the 
flames took hold many of the 
tourists managed to flee into 
the bush and hide. 


It is thought that initially up 
to 30 Western tourists were 
taken hostage but that 17 of 
them, among them Anne Pelti- 
er; the French deputy ambas- 
sador to U ganda, managed to 
escape. 

These people were yester- 
day bung flown bade to Kam- 
pala, the U gandan capital, 
where they were receiving 
medical attention. It is not 
known when they will be re- 
turned to their home coun- 
tries. 

The last abduction has not 
led to a ransom demand, but 
rather the demand that the 
rebels’ cause should be publi- 
cised. 

The attack was just the lat- 
est in a series of violent inci- 
dents in the area. Last week the 
Hutu rebels were blamed for 
murdering seven local people 
travelling in a convoy between 


the eastern Congolese town of 
Goma and Rutshru on the bor- 
der with Uganda. 

The kidnapped tourists have 
become embroiled in a complex 
and bitter war which has been 
raging in Central Africa for 
many months. 

The Hutu abductors are the 
descendants of the interar 
hamwe mUftias who conducted 
the Rwandan genocide in 1994 
that wiped out 800,000 Tutsis. 
Following the genocide, the 
Hutus were driven out of Rwan- 
da into the Congo by a Ttitsi-led 
army backed by Uganda. 

The Rwandan rebels have 
forged an alliance of conve- 
nience with Congolese presi- 
dent, Laurent Kabila, who is 
fighting his own rebellion. 

In turn Rwanda and Ugan- 
da have sent troops into the 
Congo to assist the anti-Kabi- 
la rebels and to fight against 


Rwandan and U gandan insur- 
gents. 

It is, by any standards, a vi- 
cious war In a recent outburst 
earlier this month Hutu rebel 
leader Antoine Sezoya Ngabo 
said: “They (the Tutsis) mur- 
dered all of our clever people - 
our students as well as our 
tribesmen. It is not posable to 
trust these people. We can 
never trust them.” 

But the danger does not 
stop travellers from the west 
still flocking there in pursuit of 
the rare wildlife, and amongst 
the tourists are numerous 
celebrities. 

The actor and comedian 
Stephen Fry is just the latest 
high-profile visitor to the goril- 
las in their mo untain home, in 
this case to make a programme 
for the BBC. 

Another visitor is the forms' 
ITN newscaster, Sandy Gall, 


who spent several nights at 
Bwindi. 

The park itself- 320 square 
kilometres of dense vegetation 
at altitudes of 4,000 to 8,000 feet 
in the far south-west corner of 
the country -is remote and im- 
penetrable, hence its name. 

“It extends to the Congo 
border; so it would be easy for 
people to slip over and slip 
back,” said Alan Hamilton, 
plant conservation officer of 
the World Wide Find for Na- 
ture, who helped establish the 
park. “It is very dense and dif- 
ficult to walk around in, al- 
though there are tracks. 

“The people who know it 
best are a group of pygmies 
called the Batwa who foe on the 
edge of it They have an inti- 
mate knowledge of the forest 
and if these people who have 
been kidnapped are being kept 
in it, they could find them." 
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PRINCE CHARLES and the Sec- 
retary of State for Wales, Alun 
Michael, were caught up in the 
controversy over beef on the 
bone yesterday after eating a 
dice of sirloin at an event to pro- 
mote meat 

The two men were promot- 
ing Welsh beef and lamb in 
south Wales when they were 
offered a platter of sirloin, 
freshly carved in front of them. 
Both accepted, with Prince 
Charles later declaring it to be 
“delicious". 

Neither seemed perturbed 
by the apparent flouting of gov- 
ernment guidelines, which 
banned the sale of beef on the 
bone more than 12 months 


By Colin Brown and 
ANDREW BUNCOMBE 


§ But last night an embar- 
_• rassed spokesman for Mr 

PrinceCbaries discussing beef with chefs Tfcevor Jones (left) and James MartinPA Michael was forced to defend 


the Welsh Secretary's actions. 

“Mr Michael was offered a 
platter of beef and he took a 
piece. If he did not know it was 
beef on the bone what can you 
do?” said a Welsh Office 
spokesman 

Quite why the Celtic Manor 
Hotel, Golf and Country Club 
near Newport, decided to serve 
up a dish it claims it would 
never offer its paying cus- 
tomers was not dean The hotel 
- hosting the Welsh beef and 
lamb promotion - is not plan- 
ning to put it on the menu just 
yet 

“We cooked and served tile 
beef to the Prince [and Mr 
Michael] as a present We did 
not think it would cause all this 


fuss,” said Steve Howell, 
spokesman for the hotel. “We 
are certainly not making a 
stand an the topic Obviously we 
abide by the regulations on 
this. We don’t sell it to our 
customers." 

The Government banned 
the sale of beef on the bone in 
December 1997 after scientists 
said there was a theoretical 
chance that nerve gan glions 
attached to the bone could har- 
bour the agent that causes 
Creutzfeldt Jakob disease 
(CJD) in h umans . 

Theban, retained last month 
on the advice of the Govern- 
ment’s chief medical officer; is 
due to be renewed again in six 
months. 

Prince Charles, who also 
used the occasion to repeat his 
opposition to genetically mod- 


ified foods, told guests at the 
promotion that the meal he had 
tasted was delicious. 

“I am sorry that I got there 
before you did," he joked. 
“Shortly you wiH be able to taste 
it like I did. IPs absolutely 
delicious.” 

A spokeswoman later said 
while the Prince had known he 
was going to be offered beet he 
bad not realised it would be 
cooked on the bone. 

“He does not want to get 
drawn into the politics of this,” 
she added. 

A spokesman for the Min- 
istry of Agriculture said: “The 
general rule is that the 
providers or caterers could 
face possible prosecution.” 

Lynda James, of Welsh 
Lamb and Beef Promotions, 
said no law had been broken by 


serving the Prince beef on the 
bone. 

“It’s only against the law if 
we sell it to the customer The 
hotel did not sell it to us and we 
did not sell it to the Prince.” 

That may not be the case. A 
spokeswoman for the envi- 
ronmental health department 
of Newport borough council 
said last night it was investi- 
gating the incident. 

Downing Street played down 
the incident, saying that Mir 
Michael had inadvertently 
eaten beef cooked on the bone. 

“He didn't know it was taken 
from a cut that had been on the 
bone. He would not have eaten 
it if had known,” said the Prime 
Minister’s official spokesman. 

“This event was to promote 
Welsh beef. It seems they have 
done extremely well" 




*3v 


gffSPV 




Now boarding, Cate closed, Now boarding, Gate closed, Now boarding, Gate closet 
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ensual, glamorous, hip. It’s how some high fashion followers would describe the delights of wearing a mink coat. Every year, tens of 
thousands of mink are killed on fur farms throughout the UK. In the wild* mink establish territories of over a kilometre, where they climb, dive 
and swim. On farms, they are confined in rows of tiny cages. In such restricted conditions mink show abnormal behaviour. There are instances 
of fur-biting and even self-mutilation. We at the RSPCA believe that this is cruel. Nevertheless, there are still those who would kill for a real 

y mink coat. The preferred method of slaughter on most forms is to gas the mink. On March Sth, the MP Maria Eagle’s Bill to 
ban fur fanning in the UK will be debated in the Commons, A new opinion poll revealed that 74% + ofthe British public support 
a ban on fur farming. If you’re part of this majority, please write to your MP urging them to attend the House on March Sth and to 
vote in favour of the Bill. And let’s make the needless suffering of animals for fur a trend that will never be fashionable again. 


RSPCA 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL THE RSPCA ON 01403 223 284. 






Vc 


-NOT INDIGENOUS TO BRITAIN t MORI FEB 1999- THE AIMS OF THE RSPCA ARE TO PREVENT CRUELTY AND PROMOTE KINDNESS TO ANIMALS. RECONSTRUCTION IN ASSOCIATION WITH RESPECT FOR ANIMALS, www.rspca.org.uk 
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HOME NEWS/5 

Racism. Home Secretaiy launches inquiry into Lawrence leaks and tells chief constables to end prejudice, or else 

Straw warns 




police over 
race reforms 


CHIEF CONSTABLES Who fail to 
introduce race relations ref- 
orms will risk having their 
forces run by government 
inspectors, the Home Secretaiy 
warned yesterday. 

Tlie threat by Jack Straw fol- 
lowed the publication of a crit- 
ical report by Her Majesty’s 
Inspectorate of Constabulary, 
which found many police chiefs 
were refusing to make race a 
priority. The study, of all 43 
forces in England and Whies, 
found 16 - nearly 40 per cent - 
did not have a community and 
race relations strategy in place 
and criticised many chief offi- 
cers for failing to take a lead. 

Mr Straw said that ulti- 
mately he could use the “power 
of intervention", which would 
involve sending in hit squads of 
inspectors to run part, or all, of 
any force that refused to make 
any improvements. 

“I hope it will not come to 
that, but it does tend to con- 
centrate the mind," he added. 

Ministers are becoming 
increasingly frustrated that a 
significant number of chief con- 
stables appear to be paying lip 
service to reforms in race 
relations, rather than bringing 
about meaningfoLchange. 

Mr Straw said he was “dis- 
appointed" at the report's find- 
ing that many police chiefs had 
failed to respond to calls for an 
lfrgent rethink on race relations 
issued in an HMIC report Win- 
ning Vie Race published in 
1997. Yfesterday’s study exam- 
ined 15 forces to discover what 
progress was being made. 

Inspectors said tee failure to 
introduce reform “signifies... 
that community and race rela- 
tions issues remain peripheral 
... for many forces." 

As revealed in The Inde- 
pendent cm Saturday, tee HMIC 
report also praises the Metro- 
politan Police -which last week 
was condemned for “perni- 


Bv Jason Bennetto 
Crime Correspondent 



Newingp ‘A great deal of 
work yet to be done’ 

rious and institutionalised" 
racism in Sir W iTHam Macpher- 
son's report on the Lawrence 
case - for its strong leadership 
on race. Also praised were 
South Wales, West Yorkshire, 
Bedfordshire, and tee Trinity 
Road division in Bristol 
Inspectors found a minority 


FORCES OF 
CHANGE 

THE FIVE forces with the 
worst record were 
Cumbria, which was 
implementing only seven 
of HMIC *5 27 reforms. 
North Yorkshire (10). 
Cambridgeshire, Gty of 
London (both 11). Surrey 
and Avon and Somerset 
(both 14). 

The five with the best 
record were Leicestershire 
(26), Greater Manchester. 
Lancashire (both 2S). 
Suffolk (24). Sussex, and 
West Yorkshire (both 24). 


of officers were still using racist 
language and behaviour to- 
wards colleagues and that 
senior officers were often fail- 
ing to treat complaints by black 
and Asian officers seriously 
They found “in isolated inci- 
dents, [managers] ‘turning’ the 
complaint against them.*’ 

“It stretches credibility to 
accept teat the use of such lan- 
guage or behaviour does not 
surface in their dealings with 
the public," said the report 

It said that retaining ethnic 
minority officers was a “cause 
far concern” and criticised the 
fact that, more than a quarter 
of the forces (fid not monitor 
whether ethnic minority staff 
had left the service. 

Promotion of ethnic minor- 
ity officers was identified 1 as a 
continuing problem, with no 
black or Asian graduates being 
chosen for a national acceler- 
ation scheme for junior ranks 
in the past three years. 

The inspector found that 
officers who express racist, 
sexist or homophobic behaviour 
are currently not given negative 
marks during promotion 
exams. The police examina- 
tion board have promised to 
chang e this practice. 

A third study will be carried 
out to monitor police perfor- 
mance on the race issue. 

John Newing. president of 
tee Association of Chief Police 
Officers and Chief Constable of 
Derbyshire, said: “We are 
pleased to see teat HMIC has 
recognised tee good work going 
on . . . there is, howevei; a great 
deal of work yet to be done to 
ensure that this success is re- 
peated around tee country." 

Norman Bettison, tee Chief 
Constable of Merseyside, an- 
nouoed yesterday that he had 
written to all his force’s 6.600 
staff and launched a taskforce 
to carry out a “root and branch" 
policy review of race relations. 



Jack Straw in Tewkesbury yesterday where he warned police chiefs to eliminate racism Peter MacDiarmid 


Independent inquiry into 
leaking of Lawrence report 


JACK STRAW appointed an in- 
dependent investigator yester- 
day to carry out an inquiry 
into tee leaking of the Stephen 
Lawrence report 

The Home Secretaiy said 
the leak was “a serious matter" 
that he “thoroughly deplored". 
He promised tee investigation 
would be completed as quick- 
ly as possible. 

The leak - and subsequent 
injunction obtained by Mr 
Straw - caused anger ahead of 
tee publication of the report Po- 
lice officials claimed it had 
been leaked to damage Sir Paul 
Condon, the Commissioner of 
the .Metropolitan Police. Down- 
ing Street has already ex- 
pressed doubt that any culprit 


BY COLIN BROWN 
Chief Political Correspondent 

will be identified for the leak but 
the inquiry is being used by the 
Conservatives to continue to 
putpressure on Mr Straw over 
his handling over the Lawrence 
report “Wb want this deared up 
quickly, and we are determined 
to keep Jack Straw on the run,” 
said a Conservative insider: 

Last night Sir Norman 
Fbwlei; tee Conservative home 
affairs spokesman, tabled five 
Commons questions. They cov- 
ered tee terms of reference for 
tee inquiry, whether it wifi ques- 
tion ministers, whether staff 
and officials who had access to 
the report will be interviewed, 


whether the investigator will 
have the power to question 
those with access to tee report 
outside the government and 
what discussions occured be- 
tween ministers before the in- 
junction to stop publication. 

Sir Norman said the leak 
was part of a litany of blunders 
surrounding tee report that he 
blamed on Mr Straw, culmi- 
nating in tee Home Secretary’s 
decision to leave his junior 
minister Paul Boateng to an- 
swer questions from MFs on 
Friday while he went to the 
south of France for a weekend 
break. Sir Norman said it was 
the Conservatives who called 
for a statement on Friday and 
they were still demanding to 


know who was responsible for 
the original leak. 

Ministers will be questioned 
about whether they were re- 
sponsible for leaking tee 333- 
page report But Mr Boateng 
has told friends that officials can 
•prove he was not responsible. 

Copies of the report were 
kept under lock and key at tee 
Home Office before it was pub- 
lished Mr Boateng was logged 
in and out by a Home Office civil 
servant as having read the re- 
port on Thursday, 18 February, 
but tee report of the leak said 
that it was read tee day before. 

Leading article. 
Review, page 3 
David Aaronovitch, 
Review; page 3 


Menson 
‘chased 
by men 
in car’ 

By Jason Bennetto 


UP TO four racists are believed 
to have chased a black musician 
before setting light to him. 
Scotland Yard murder squad 
detectives believe. 

The development in the two- 
year- old investigation into the 
murder of Michael Menson fol- 
lows new witness statements 
teat three or four men in a car 
were involved in the attack. 

Mr Menson, 30, a former 
musician and the &n of a 
Ghanaian diplomat was at- 
tacked by a racist gang who 
poured lighter fluid on him be- 
fore setting him alight in north 
London. 

Police are thought to be 
dose to making a series of ar- 
rests in the case, which was not 
classified as a racist attack 
until a year after it took place. 

Mr Menson died 16 days 
after tee attack. At first police 
treated the death as suicide and 
believed be had set fire to him- 
self; parity because he had suf- 
fered from mental problems. 

The police were severely 
criticised for failing to take a 
statement from him despite 
him saying he had been the vic- 
tim of a racist attack 

New witnesses have told of- 
ficers from the Metropolitan Po- 
lice's new race crime unit that 
they saw three to four people 
“contact” Mr Menson in 
Kendall Parade. Edmonton, 
dose to the place - Silver Street 
- where he is believed to have 
been assaulted in January 1997. 
The men may have spoken or 
shouted abuse at Mr Menson. 

Police believe the gang may 
have followed, or chased, their 
victim into the nearby street be- 
fore attacking him. Yesterday 
they appealed to anyone who 
may have seen Mr Menson ei- 
ther late in the evening of 27 
January 1997 or in the earty 
hours of the following day. and 
a small dark car; possibty a 
Austin Metro, in the same area 
to come forward. 

In September last year a 
jury at an inquest returned an 
“unlawful killing" verdict After 
the inquest the case was 
reopened 
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Welfare of elderly: Royal Commission calls for end to ‘injustice’ of forcing better-off pensioners to sell their homes 

‘Scandal’ of paying for care in old age 


THE INJUSTICE faced by old 
people who find themselves 
impoverished at the end of 
their lives by having to pjiy thou- 
sands of pounds Dor their care 
while others pay nothing is a 
scandal that must be ended, the 
Royal Commission on Long 
Term Care said yesterday. 

While patients with cancer get 
free NHS care in hospital, oth- 
ers with Alzheimer’s disease, 
looked alter in nursing homes, 
hare to pay an average of £337 
a week. This inequity must be re- 
moved by making aU personal 
and nursing care free, whether 
provided in hospital or else- 
where, the commission says. 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 

Health Editor 

The l 2 -membercommissk>n, 
established in December 1997 
by Frank Dobson, the Secretary 
of State Ibr Health, in fulfilment 
of a manifesto commitment, 
says the question of how the 
costs of care in old age are to 
be met cannot be ducked Sir 
Stewart Sutherland, the chair- 
man, said: “We have found the 
current system to be confusing 
and complex, creating real fear 
among those approaching old 
age. 11115 is a scandal and it 
must be changed” 

However; the cost of its pro- 


posal, estimated at £l.lbn im- 
mediately. rising to more than 
£6bn by the middle of the next 
century, has been privately de- 
scribed by ministers as “unaf- 
fordable". 

The Prime Minister's policy 
unit and the Treasury believe 
it would mean raising too much 
money in taxation to pay for 
care of the better off But min- 
isters have hinted that they may 
be prepared to raise the thresh- 
old for savings, currently 
£ 16 , 000 , above which old people 
have to pay for their care, lift- 
ing the threshold to £60,000, an 
alternative measure recom- 
mended by the commission if 


the Government balks at mak- 
ing nursing care free, would 
cost £1 75m. 

Mr Dobson said he would 
look carefully at the commis- 
sion's proposals but mate no 
commitments. He told MPs: 
“This is a complies issue and 
there are no easy solutions. We 
have to get this right," 

The commission was split 
over the issue of free nursing 
care with two members pro- 
ducing a “dissenting" note. 
David Lipsey, public policy ed- 
itor of The Economist, and Joel 
Joffe, chairman, of Oxfam, ar- 
gued that it would involve the 
transfer of huge resources to 


the property-owning mickfle- 
dasses that ought to be con- 
centrated on the most needy. 

Mr Lipsey said yesterday. 
“The majority’s proposals 
would mean higher tax Mis and 
□ota angle penny of thatwouki 


pie. It would aU be swallowed up 
in a new subsidy to better-off 
people and their heirs." 

Sir Stewart countered that 
the commission’s proposals 
would add only 0.3 percent to 
the 25 per cent spent from tax- 
ation on long-term care. Ibis 
would rise to 0.4 percent in the 
long term. “Our proposals will 
end unfair n ess, " he said. 


Acentral question raised by 
the commission's 200-page re- 
port is whether it is the duty of 
the state to protect the inheri- 
tance of the elderly as well as 
caring for them, given that chil- 
dren are no longer inclined to 
look after their parents in old 
age. The majority on the com- 
mission argued it was unjust 
that people who bad saved all 
their lives should have their sav- 
ings taken from them in their 
last months or years because of 
increasing disability and ill- 
ness, while those who saved 
nothing got their care free. 

The agony aunt Claire Rayn- 
pr a member of the commis- 


sion, said: “There is enormous 
anger among those over 70 
who have paid all their lives foe 
what they regard as National 
Insurance and who find when 
it comes to the crunch that the 
state is not there topay for their 
care. It cannot be fair and no 

government in its right mind is 
going to alienate so large a pro- 
portion of the population and 
them children." 

The minority argued feat re- 
quiring the state to protect peo- 
ple’s inheritance imposed an 
impossible burden and that 
there was an urgent need to pro- 
vide more help to enable people 
to remain in their own homes. 


‘My money will 
all be taken. It’s 
heart-breaking’ 


ELLEN WHITE always thought 
she would be able to leave her 
home to her children when she 
died. Instead, she now feces 
having to seU the bungalow 
where she lived for more than 
20 years to pay the costs of stay- 
ing in a care home. 

Last year. Mrs White, a 
widow, broke her hip. She spent 
time in hospital and it was then 
decided her own home was no 
longer suitable. Both the 
kitchen and the bathroom were 
too small to get into with the 
walking frame she now re- 
quires. She was transferred to 
a convalescent home and from 
there to the Montrose care 
home in Watford, Hertford- 
shire. on 4 December. Her bun- 
galow is now to be sold 

“I feel pretty awful about it, 
very distressed when I think 
about it. It's heart-breaking," 
she said. She had already made 
a will leaving the property to 
benefit her son, Michael and 
daughter, AvriL her six grand- 
children and seven great- 
grandchildren. 

“Of course, now I've got to 
make a new wilL WUl there be 
anything left to leave? They go 
on taking the money for my 
keep until the money is used up. 
1 don't think there will be any- 


by Louise jury 

thing left." She considers the 
current system a "dreadful sin. 
Those people who have not 
looked after their money, who 
smoked and drank and every- 
thing else, the Government wiU 
keep them. But those people 
who haven’t smoked or drunk, 
whoVe saved up with our chil- 
dren in mind, then you're pe- 
nalised in the end" 

She had watched this hap- 
pen to other people in the past 
“I thought HI never let them do 
that to me," she said. “But you 
get caught" 

STAN SHEINWALD has lost 
everything of the life he once 
enjoyed as he feces the conse- 
quences of his wife having de- 
veloped multiple sclerosis. 

He spent seven years look- 
ing after Mary, giving up his 
own business as an insurance 
broker to do so. 

After a spell in hospital last 
year, the social workers sug- 
gested that Mrs Sheinwald, 
now 54, should go into care. 
“They said, ‘It's about time you 
let go. Your health is suffering.’ 
I said fine,” Mr Sheinwald, 6L 
said. But in bis bewilderment 
at the time, he foiled to appre- 
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Ellen White at the care home she moved to after breaking her hip. She considers the current system a ‘dreadful sin’ 


David Rose 


date what this would mean for 
both of them. Without his wife's 
social security payments, his 
own income was left at Just £61 
a week, making It impossible for 
him to pay the mortgage on 
their four-bedroom home. He 


sold the house and most of the 
profit went to dear debts in- 
curred during the time he had 
not worked. He bought a small 
two-bedroom flat to be able to 
live near his wife in her resi- 
dential home in Harrow, north- 
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west London. But now the so- 
cial security department has 
made a claim on his flat, saying 
half belonged to Mrs Shdnwald 
and should be used to pay her 
care fees. *T could be home- 
less," Mr Sheinwald said yes- 


Clean 

water 


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST pro- 
gramme of water quality im- 
provements was announced by 
the Goverumentyesteniay The 

£8bn package will at last mean 
the end of the outdated Victo- 
rian sewerage system. 

A vast schedule of engineer- 
ing and renovating works will 
aim to end the depositing of 
sewage on beaches and river- 
banks, r*ippn up Hji thing water 
to the highest standards achiev- 
able, make further improve- 
ments in drinking water and 
river quality and protect sen- 
sitive environmental sites. 

“This new programme wfll 
banish the last vestiges of the 
Victorian sewerage systems 
into the history books," said 
Geoff Man ce, the Environment 
Agency’s director of water 
management “It will at last set 


Lerday. “Fve lost my business, 
my house that I wotted very 
hard Cor and my wife. I’Ve paid 
a very high price. 

“If someone gives up their 
life to look after someone and 
just manage to survive, they 


shouldn’t be abandoned. 

“The Royal Commission es- 
timates it would cost £lbn a 
year to pay for tills kind of 
care. Carers save the Govern- 
ment £34bn a year Where is 
that money going?" 


One in three women and] 
one in five men over 65 will need 
residential care at some time in 
their lives, the report says. A 
married couple would need U 
save £85,000 to meet the costa 
a residential home for each of 
than fbr three years. 

There are 480,000 old people 
cared for in homes, 157,000; of 
them in nursing homes, of 
whom 42,500 are paying for 
thpmsefa es- An esti m a ted 4Q,Q(fl 
people a year have to sell their 
homes to pay for their care. 

Tbtal spending on the care of 
the elderly; currently £ll.lhn, is 
estimated to rise to between 
£28bn and £75bn by 2051. | 


New ideas 

FOR OLD 

Main recommendations . 
of the Royal Commis- • 
sfon on Long Term Care 
are as follows: 

The costs of long-term 
care to be split between • 
the “hotel" element and 
personal care. Personal 
care to be available free ; 
after assessment ac- 
cording to need and 
hotel costs to be means : 
tested. 

A National Care Com- 
mission should be es- 
tablished to monitor 
trends and oversee stan- 
dards in old people's 
homes. 

The value of an elderly 
person's home to be 
disregarded under the 
means test for up to 
three months after ad- 
mission to residential 
care. 

Consideration to be 
given as to whether 
every new resident may 
be able to return home. 
More care to be given to 
people in their own 
homes and more ser- 
vices to be offered to 
carers. 

National Health Service 
and social services bud- - 
gets to be pooled to- 
gether with budgets for 
housing aids and adap- 
tations. 


up and cut prices, 
companies told 


By Michael McCarthy 
E nvironment Correspondent 

environm ental standards fit for 
the 2lst century." 

The water companies of 
England and Wales will be ex- 
pected to fond it between 2000 
and 2005 - at the same time cut- 
ting water bills by an average 
of 10 per cent, and keeping 
prices stable thereafter: 

The “double whammy” on 
the companies was'spelt out 
yesterday by the Environment 
minister Michael Meacher. 
“Wie're very concerned that 
prices have rocketed over the 
last 10 years since water pri- 
vatisation, with an increase in 
real terms of about 35 per 
cent;" he said. “It is time to give 
back to the consumer." 

The combination of dean-up 


and price cut is what the Gov- 
ernment expects from the 29 
companies during their next 
five-year business period, for 
which price levels will be set 
later this year by the water reg- 
ulator; Ian Byatt. The Govern- 
ment is in effect telling Mr 
Byatt it thinks the companies 
can afford to do both. 

The companies begged to 
differ yesterday. Pamela Taylor; 
chief executive of their trade as- 
sociation, Water UK said the 
double pressure might lead to 
cuts in investment prog- 
rammes and delays in improve- 
ment work. But she stressed: 
“We want to cany out these 
environmental improvements. 
Cleaner water not only helps 
wildlife, it mates the water in- 
dustry's life easier; too." 

Of greatest significance is 


the commitment to bring in 
sewage treatment for all but the 
smallest discharges. Every 
coastal discharge for a com- 
munity of 2,000 people or more 
must be treated Unsatisfacto- 
ry sewer overflows, which en- 
able solids to escape daring 
storms, will be improved in an 
accelerated programme that 
wfll see more than 6 , 000 -more 
than 80 per cent -fixed by 2005. 

The Government hopes feat, 
by the end of 2005, 97 per cent 
of British beaches will comply 
with basic EU bathing water 
standards - as high as could be 
realistically achieved, Mr 
Meacher said - and 55 per cent 
wfll meet the higher “guideline" 
standards. It hopes to bring the 
proportion of rivers meeting the 
water quality objectives set for 
.them from 82 to 90 per cent 
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IN BRIEF 


Doctor denies five murder charges 

a FAMILY doctor accused of murdering 15 women 
patients pleaded not guilty yesterday to five of the 
charges at Manchester Crown Court Dr Harold Shipman, 
53, from Hyde, Greater Manchester; has already pleaded 
not guilty to four other charges of murdering patients. His 
trial is expected to begin on October 4 and to last between 
two and three months. The court has not been set 

Pupil spikes teacher’s cup of tea 

A 15-YEAR-0LD girl has been suspended after spiking a 
science teacher’s drink with a toxic chemical The pupil 
put copper sulphate in Susan Ashcroft’s cup of tea as she 
began a class at Irlam and Cadishead Community Hi gh 
School in Greater Manchester. 

Dog eats drugs evidence 

A STRAY dog ate cannabis plants police were keeping for 
evidence. An officer put the dog in a kennel at Bath police 
station, not knowing the drugs unit had stored the plants 
there. Hie mongrel who was discovered behaving in a 
peculiar manner; was unharmed by his unusual meal 

Sweet tin bomb on window sill 

ARMY EXPLOSIVES experts defused a pipe bomb left by 
loyalist paramilitaries yesterday at the home of a Catholic 
family near Coalisland, Co Tyrone. They carried out a 
controlled explosion on the device, which was inside a 
sweet tin left on the window rill of the house. 

Sjnail stops £12.5m golf course 

A SNAIL could force plans for a £i2^m golf course to be 
abandoned. The veiy rare Vertigo Augnstior, 2mm long, 
has teen found on the rite in Co Clare, Ireland. 


Disgraced financier 
jailed for dole fraud 


THE FORMER financier Peter 
Clowes was jailed yesterday for 
four months after he was con- 
victed of making false claims for 
jobseeker’s allowance. 

Clowes, 56, sentenced to 10 
years after the collapse of the 
investment company Barlow 
Clowes in 1992, had denied 
claiming £1,800 in benefits 
when he was working over a 
four-month period from De- 
cember 1996. The jury at Mold 
Crown Court in north Whies 
took three hours to find Clowes, 
a computer programmer from 
Stockport, Greater Manches- 


ter: guilty on all three counts. 

Judge John Rogers QC said 
the offence was aggravated by 
the feet that Clowes had been 
out of prison for just 10 months 4 
when he made the felse claims- 
The fraud was “sophisticated" 
and “deliberate”, he said. If 
there had not been a change in 
the law^ Clowes could have 
been ordered to serve some of 
the remainder of his previous 
sentence. 

Nigpl Fleldhouse, for the de- 
fence, asked the judge to con- 
sider a sentence that would not 
“crush" his client 
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HOME NEWS/7 

Ranger 
on trial 
for Ward 

murder 


Best actress contenders: Gwyneth Paltrow; Cate Blanchett, Emily Watson and (below, with feDow nominee Michael Caine) Jane Horrocks 
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MICHAEL CAINE, who was ig- 
nored in the Oscar nomina- 
tions this year, could still pick 
up a best actor award from his 
British peers. 

The nominations for the 
Baftas. announced yesterday, 
include Caine for his role as ’a 
sleazy agent in the film Little 
Voice. , a role for which he has 
already received a Golden 
Globe. Otherwise, the British 
Academy’s choices are re- 
markably in line with the Oscar 
nominees, with period dramas 
Shakespeare in Love and Eliz- 
abeth dominating the list 

The Titanic actress Kate 
Winslet unveiled the shortlist 
for the 5lst British Academy 
Film Awards at the Bafta build- 
ing in Piccadilly. London. Eliz- 
abeth and Shakespeare tn 
Love are in the running far 
best direction and best ac- 
tress and Geoffrey Rush 
earned nominations as sup- 
porting actor for both films. 

Shakespeare in Love 


By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

picked up another supporting 
actor nomination for Tbm Wil- 
kinson, abest actor nomination 
for Joseph Fiennes and a sup- 
porting actress nomination for 

Dame Ju<fi Dench -who is also 

in the r unnin g for an Oscar 

Brenda Blethyn, another 
Oscar hopeful, is also up fora 
supporting actress title for Lit- 
tle Voice, while Jane Horrocks 
is nominated for best actress 
for the same film - a nomina- 
tion she faded to receive in the 
Oscars. She is against three 
other Oscar nominees - Emily 
Watson, for Hilary and Jack- 
ie, Gwyneth Paltrow for Shake- 
speare tn Love, and Cate 
Blanchett for Elizabeth. 

Saving Private Ryan and 
The Truman Show are the 
other shortlisted films in the 
“best film” category. There 
was no nomination for Sir Ian 
McKellen, who had been short- 



listed for an Oscar for his role 
in the film Gods and Monsters. 
However, his co-star Lynn 
Redgrave was nominated best 
supporting actress for the 
same film. 

Kate Winslet paid tribute to 
the state of the British screen 
industry. “This year it really 
does feel like it’s been a great 
year for British film," she said. 


This year's event is to be 
held at the Business Design 
Centre in Islin gton, north Lon- 
don, on 11 April and mil be 
hosted by Jonathan Ross, the 
new presenter of BBCl’siTfluz 
■99. He said yesterday he re- 
garded the Baftas as the 
“thinking person's Oscars”. 

The shortlist for the main 
categories at the 51st British 


Academy Film Awards (Bafta) 
are as follows: 

■ Best Film - Elizabeth , Sav- 
ing Private Ryan. Shake- 
speare in Love, The Truman 
Show. 

■ Best Performance by an 
actress in a leading role- Cate 
Blanchett (Elizabeth ), Jane 
Horrocks (Little Vbice), Gwyn- 
eth Paltrow (Shakespeare in 
Love), Emily Watson tHtZarg 
and Jackie). 

■ Best Performance by mi 
actor in a leading role -Rober- 
to Benigni Life is Beautiful), 
Michael Caine Little Voice i, 
Joseph Fiennes (Shakespeare 
in Love), Tom Hanks (Saving 
Private Ryan i. 

■ Best Performance by an 
actress in a supporting role - 
Kathy Bates (Primary Colors), 
Breads Blethyn Little Voice), 
Judi Dench (Shakespeare in 
Love), Lynn Redgrave ( Gods 
andMonsters >. 

■ Best Performance by an 
actor in a supporting role - Ed 


Harris (The Truman Show), 
Geoffrey Rush (Elizabeth and 
Shakespeare in Lave i, Tom 
Wilkinson ( Shakespeare in 
Love). 

■ Alexander Korda Award for 
the outstanding British film of 
the year - Elizabeth, Hilary 
and Jackie, Little Voice, Lock, 
Stock and Two Smoking Bar- 
rels. My Name is Joe, Sliding 
Doors. 

■ David Lean Award for best 
achievement in direction - 
Shekhar Kapur (Elizabeth), 
Steven Spielberg (Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan), John Madden 
t Shakespeare in Love), Peter 
Weir ( The Truman Show). 

■ Orange Audience Award for 
most popular film of 1998 - A 
Bug's Life, Armageddon, Doc- 
tor Dolittle, Enemy of the 
State, GodziUa, Lock, Stock 
and Two Smoking Barrels, 
Saving Private Ryan, Shake- 
speare in Love, Sliding Doors, 
There's Something About 
Mary. 


AT THE opening of a murder 
trial yesterday in Nairobi, John 
Ward once again sat through 
details of the gruesome killing 
of his daughter, Julie, and her 
“probable" rape in September 
1988. He had previously ex- 
posed a falsified police report 
blaming her death on possible 
suicide and wild animals; and 
then endured a four-month 
murder case in 1992 against two 
innocent game rangers. 

But this time, the man that 
Mr Ward always believed had 
played a part in his daughter’s 
death. Simon Makallah, the for- 
mer chief game warden of 
Masai Mara Game Reserve, 
and now the assistant director 
of the Kenya Wildlife Service, is 
on trial for her murder A sec- 
ond case, against David Ncho- 
ka, was dismissed through lack 
of evidence last month. 

Mr Ward is again running 
the gauntlet in a tiny Nairobi 
courtroom. His tension was 
evident - he asked, as one pho- 
tographer continually Sashed 
close-up portraits: “How many 
of those haveyou taken over the 
last 10 years?". His wife, Jan 
Ward, did not attend. 

Mr Ward looked to the floor 
as the prosecution described 
how on 13 September 1988 
Julie's left lower leg, parts of 
her jaw and pieces of her scalp 
with hair attached were “dis- 
covered in a remote place in the 
Masai Mara Game Park”. Her 
skull was discovered on 20 Sep- 
tember and handed over to 
her father in a hotel room. 

Ms Ward's remains were 
later flown to Britain to an in- 
dependent forensic scientist, 
who is now too ill to give evi- 
dence in Kenya. The prosecu- 


by Lucy Hannan 
in Nairobi 

tion will attempt to take his tes- 
timony in Britain. 

There is little that is new to 
this trial, other than Mr 
Makallah’s vehicle work cards, 
which detail according to the 
independent prosecutor Salim 
Dhanji. “his movements and 
time and distance from any 
particular location". 

Mr Dham'i said that Mr 
Makallah found Ms Ward’s 
remains too quickly, showing 
"he had prior knowledge of 
where the remains were”. 

Mr Makallah also used ex- 
traordinary lies to try to dis- 
tance himself from Julie Ward's 
death, Mr Dhanji said. But the 
catalogue of incompetence, 
cover-ups and untruths under- 
line the fact this is a case that 
depends entirely on circum- 
stantial evidence, 10 years after 
the murder. 

The frustrations of Kenyan 
justice are famili ar - the pros- 
ecution has found that a crucial 
file relating to evidence given 
by Mr Makallah in the 1992 trial 
has "gone missing”. "That’s 
normal” whispered a legal ob- 
server, rubbing two fingers to- 
gether to signal bribery. 

Mr Dhanji when concluding 
the opening of tire trial ffett com- 
pelled to remind the court that 
a great deal had been written 
on the murder, both locally and 
internationally, which in fair- 
ness to Mr Makallah should be 
disregarded. 

"This is not a film, or a book, 
or a newspaper article; it is a 
trial for murder" he said. 

The trial is expected to last 
several months. 
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1 I All praise Stockport, home to the famous brick viaduct 

H .. to a ernes ti on fmn 



PRAYERS STOP dead at 2.33pm in 
Parliament, religious devotion 
being subject to the same intran- 
sigent timetable as all other pariia- 
raentaiy business. Worldly pieties 
often continue for a little longer: 
though. Yesterday, for example, 
Chris Smith's first question was a 
shameless underarm bowl from a 
Labour backbencher. Karen Buck, 
fearlessly demanding to know what 
progress the Department for Cul- 
ture, Media and Sport was making 
towards increasing the represen- 
tation of women and people from 
ethnic minorities. Just as fearless- 
ly to Smith replied that they were 
making capital progress, at which 


point the congregation murmured 
the time-honoured response, 
"though obviously a great deal re- 
mains to be achieved in this area". 

Then, at 135pm, real politics 
started, with Crispin Blunt asking 
a question about the unconscion- 
able deprivation of Reigate when it 
came to lottery fond handouts. 
Tony Banks conceded that Mr 
Blunt’s constituency was lagging a 
little behind the national average. 
Perhaps other lottery projects just 
had more to recommend them, he 
suggested, implacably. Perhaps it’s 
all a conspiracy, suggested Dennis 
Skinner, rising to remind the House 
that Bolsover and Chesterfield, 


both constituencies with avowedly 
socialist MPs, had done conspicu- 
ously badly for lottery grants under 
the Conservative government “If 
the boot has been put on the other 
foot a little then no bad thing!" In- 
justice for all was Mr Skinner’s ay 
and bis relish at this reversal of for- 
tunes earned him a tribute from Mr 
Banks for his zeal in attack. 

This being the session for ques- 
tions about tourism there wfll al- 
ways be MPs who by to boost then- 
own local attractions, however 
hopeless the enterprise seems. 
Ann Coffey for example, drew the 
attention of fee House to the glories 
of Stockport, a constituency that in- 


THE SKETCH 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


dudes “the largest brick-built rail- 
way viaduct in the world”. 

Some of Ms Coffey's colleagues 
looked sceptical at the prospects of 


building a local tourist industry on 
such a foundation, but I thought I 
discerned some expressions of in- 
terest in the public gallery. Do you 
mean to say we could be looking at 
masonry m Stockport, people were 
saying to themselves, instead of try' 
mg to figbt sleep here? 

But then to Banks came on 
again for a second set and every- 
one perked up. The cbeety compere 
for Westminster’s Cockney Knees- 
Up Experience (all the whelks you 
can eat and comic banter thrown in 
free) is always a crowd pleaser and 
he didn’t let us down yesterday. 

Simon Hughes acted as his first 

straight man , Writing offFrfra and the 


Prime Minister for "kicking the 
England manager when he was 
down", to Banks noted drily that 
this tackle was so late that all the 
players had left the field. Then he 
defended himself; it wasn’t easy for 

ministers, he pointed out, since 
commenting on such matters was 
like “walking on eggshells wjue 

wearing swimming flippers’’- This 

phrase is a good example of Mr 
Banks’ continuing commitment to 
added value in metaphor provi- 
sion. Most junior ministers would 
have satisfied themselves with the 
cliche, but Mr Banks went one sur- 

reaily flapping step further 

His best line came later; though,* 


in response to a question from - 
Claire Ward, toe youngest member -J 
in the House. He had enjoyed vis-.^ 
iting her Watford constituency re- 
cently he said, particularly since he 
had suffered an election defeat 
there m ihe 1979 election. 

He then pointed out that she had . 
been only seven at the time, an age 
that made her “too young to vote 
and too old to kiss”. Several MPs\ 

quivered visibly at toe ddkamrsfris- , 

son this turn of phrase provoked - - j 

because there is more tbanoneMPj 

who believes the situation is nowex- ; L 
actiy the opposite. Ms Ward is ncrwl 
old enough to vote and young /J 
en o u gh to kiss. 


Lords should 


be a Senate, 


say Tories 
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THE CONSERVATIVE Party is 
ready to support radical plans 
to replace the House of Lords 
with a second chamber based 
on an elected US-styie Senate. 

In an attempt to outflank the 

Government, the Conserva- 
tives are dose to backing the 
idea of a 360-member chamber 
that would be elected oo 15-year 
terms. The ambitious plans 
emerged yesterday as the 
Royal Commission on the Re- 
form of the House of Lords an- 
nounced after its first meeting 
that it would be holding future 
meetings in public. 

To give -ordinary people" a 
say in the shape of the second 
chambec the Commission will 
stage its hearings across the 
country in the form of a con- 
sultation roadshow. 

However, many leading 
Tbries believe that they can em- 
barrass Tbny Blair over his 
intention to create a "transi- 
tional" Lords made up of mem- 
bers or "cronies” appointed by 
the Government. 

The Huy proposal, which 
has been drawn up by the 
party ’s alternative commission 
on House of Lords reform 
chaired by Lord Mackay of 


CONSTITUTION 


bv Paul Waugh and 
Sarah Schaefer 


Clashfem, would introduce re- 
gional representatives who 
would serve to “glue” Britain to- 
gether after devolution. 

Although bishops and law 
lords would be retained, most 
members would be elected on 
15-year terms. According to 
party sources, the idea of a 
wholly elected second chamber 
is gaining ground among MPs 
and peers who fear the Gov- 
ernment's faying to weaken the 
chamber's powers by foiling to 
set out stage two of the reform. 

■There is a great deal of de- 
bate going on within the party 
at the moment While most 
agree on the merits ola wholly 
elected second chamber there 
are still many different views on 
how to get there,” toe source 
said. 

The Tory commission is also 
considering giving the second 
chamber the power to initiate 
legislation and greater ability to 
scrutinise' secondary legisla- 
tion such as European direct- 
ives, The body, set up by 
William Hague last year is ex- 


pected to report later this 
spring and give formal evi- 
dence to the Royal Commission 
in the summer 

The Commission, which is 
chaired by Lord Whkeham, a 
Conservative peer, announced 
yesterday that it would seek ev- 
idence from a wide range of ex- 
perts, interested parties and the 
public. The House of Lords 
Bill currently before Parliament 
will abolish most hereditary 
peers and create a "transi- 
tional" chamber made upoffll 
hereditaries and life peers. 

The Government has yet to 
decide the shape of its "second 
stage” reforms and has agreed 
that the Commission should at- 
tempt to define the role, func- 
tions and composition of the 
Lords for the future. 

The Commission, which has 
to report by 31 December, is 
made up of Gerald Kaufinan 
MR Lord Hurd, Baroness Dean 
of Thomton-le-fykie. Lord But- 
ler of BrockweO, the Bishop of 
Oxford, the Rt Rev Richard 
Harries, Sir Michael Wheeler- 
Booth. Professor Anthony Km& 
Bill Morris, Professor Dawn 
Oliver, Kenneth Monro and 
AnnBenyon. 
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Labour MPs complain of 
bullying by ministers 


SENIOR LABOUR MPs warned 
ministers yesterday to treat 
Commons select committees 
with more respect after back- 
bench complaints of cabinet 
“arrogance” 

Robert Sheldon, a veteran 
Labour MP and chairman of 
the powerful Commons liaison 
committee, revealed that he 
was reviewing relations with 
the Government in the light of 
the concerns. 

The liaison committee, 
which represents all 27 select 
committees, has heard a cata- 
logue of complaints about the 
Government’s attempts to in- 
fluence and control them. 


SELECT COMMITTEES 


BY Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 


Chairmen of the select com- 
mittees have been told to draw 
up dossiers of complaints from 
MPs who feel that they have 
been bullied or their work un- 
dermined by ministers. Select 
committees are supposed to be 
independent bodies bolding the 
Gcvernmenlto account The re- 
view would represent the most 
thorough inquiry yet into rela- 
tions between the executive 
and the legislature. 

Worries about ministerial 
interference were heightened 


when it emerged that the Ebr- 
eign Secretary, Robin Cook, 
had received leaked copies of 
the Fhreign Affairs Select Com- 
mittee’s scathing report into the 
Fbreign Office's handling of 
the arms-to^Siexra Leone affair 

Ernie Ross, Labour MP for 
Dundee West, was forced to re- 
sign from the committee last 
week when he admitted send- 
ing the report to Mr Cook. 

Mr Sheldon, MP for Ashton 
under Lyne, said yesterday it 
was vital that the committees 
should be able to cany out 
their work unimpeded. 

“What we want to make sure 
is toed select committees con- 


Questions 

and 


ANSWERS 


Health costs 
of smoking 

THE ANNUAL Cost to the 
health service of treating 
smoking-related diseases 
in England was estimated 
at between £i.4bn and 
£i.7bn, said Public Health 
minister Ttessa JowelL 


Legal meal 

SCIENTISTS FROM 
biotechnology firm 
Zeneca Plant Science 
who were pictured eating 
genetically modified 
(GM) tomatoes have not 
breached environmental 
safety legislation, 
gmnm nmen t. minister 

Michael Meacber said. 


Long holiday 

THE NEED for a three- 
month summer recess 
was questioned by David 
Win nick Labour MP for 
Walsall North. “Why can’t 
MPs not return to work in 
the middle of September 
like some other European 
parliaments, instead of 
the beginning of 
October?” he asked. 


Fresh battle 
looms over gay 
age of consent 


THE GOVERNMENT was brac- 
ing itself for another constitu- 
tional dash with the Lords last 
night as MPS endorsed legis- 
lation to lower the age of con- 
sent for homosexuals to 16, 

MPs backed a new clause to 
the Sexual Offences (Amend- 
ment! Bill by 274 votes to 64. 

While ministers have intro- 
duced safeguards into toe BSI 
to pntent vu ln e rable teenager s 
from abuse, peers are still likeiy 
to oppose the measure on toe 
grounds of morality*. 

Baroness Young who led 
peers’ opposition when it was 
debated as part of toe Criminal 
Justice BOlIast July said toe 

l egislati on was still insuffioiftrtt 

to ensure that youngsters in 
care would not be abused. 

“I have not (hanged my mind 
... How can you when there is 
such a moral issue involved,” 
said Baroness Vbung, the for- 
mer Tbry leader of toe Lords. 

“I have had thousands of let- 
ters of support from toe public, 
including from toe gay com- 
munity... and I am looking to 
table amendments once the 
Bill reaches toe Lords” 


GAY RIGHTS 


By Sarah Schaefer 
P olitical Reporter 


If toe peers oppose the Bill, 
it will then go bade to the Com- 
mons where MPs are likely to 
reverse the defeat with an over- 
whelming majority. 

Government business man- 
agers fear this “constitutional 
ping-pong” could disrupt the 
tight legislative timetable. 

But Tory sources accuse 
ministers of introducing such 
controversial legislation in this 
parliamentary session to give 
't hem further ammunition to 
soap heredharies’ voting ri ghts 
with toe House of Lords BOL 

In toe Commons, MPs also 
backed an amendment ending 
prosecution for children under 
IS who have homosexual sex 
with adults over the age of 
consent. 

At present boys and girls 
who engage in homosexual sex 
with adult partners face pros- 
ecution. whereas children of toe 
same age who engage in het- 
erosexual sex with adults 
do not. 


The house 



BBC chief joins 
Blair’s staff 


A new row over the 


influence of spin doctors 
emerged with the 
appointment of the head of 
BBC’s Research Unit to 10 

Downing Street 
Bin Bush will leave the 
BBC and join Tony Blair's 
staff as Head of Research 
at the Strategic 
Communications Unit 
He is one of toe leading 
experts on elections and 
voting behaviour. 


Today’s Agenda 

Commons: 2J0pm 
Health questions. 

■ Opposition debate on 
Siewa Leone. 

■ Short debate on access 
to justice for deaf people 
Lords: 130pm 

■ Commonwealth 
Development Corp Bill, 
report 

■ Road Traffic <NHS 
Charges) Bill, report 

■ Vbuth Justice and 
Criminal Evidence Bill, 
report 


I 


The actor Richard Wilson ringing a bell outside Westminster Cathedral yesterday, part of a worldwide bell-ringing campaign to mark the 
day the treaty to ban landmines came into effect More than 60 countries have ratified the treaty to ban anti-personnel mines Ibm Craig 


tinue to occupy this position of 
questioning the executive and 
bringing their reports out with- 
out any fear of the conse- 
quences for the individual 
m&nbers or the select com- 
mittee system as a whole,” he 
told Radio 4’s The Wyrld at One. 

Mr Sbeldon said it was "not 
very helpful" for ministers to 
make pronouncements on se- 
lect committee reports without 
studying toe findings in detail. 

Gwyneth Dun woody, who 
chairs the Transport Select 
Committee, also com plain ed 
toe Government was in danger 
of "forgetting" that the seat of 
its power lay in toe Commons. 
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Igaduct; Balloon takes short-cut in record chase 
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3 Robbie Williams 
I faces £lm bill 


m* iw» 


THE POP STAR Robbie Willi- 
ams could face a bill of more 
than £lm if he loses the High 
Court battle he resumed yes- 
terday against his former 
manager 

Williams, who won three Brit 
awards a fortnight ago, is ap- 
pealing against an earlier High 
Court ruling that he must pay 
£90,000 in commission to Nigel 
Martin-Smith, who was re- 
sponsible for starting Take 
That, the phenomenally suc- 
cessful boy band that launched 
the singer's career. Costs, in- 
terest and VAT are expected to 
take the bill comfortably past 
the £lm mark. 

The original action was root- 
ed in Williams's acrimonious 
split from Take That He left in 
July 1995. calling his erstwhile 
colleagues “selfish, arrogant 
and' thick". As part of his con- 
tract however, he was obliged 
to retain Mr Martin-Smith for 
a six-month notice period until 
February 1996. 

When the singer refused to 


BY RHYS WILLIAMS 

pay commission after signing 
for a new record company, Mr 
Martin- Smi th sued W illiams 
for breach of contract 

Opening the appeal yester- 
day, Michael Silverleaf QC. 
described how Williams began 
to find the “very tight restric- 
tions" imposed by Mr Martm- 
Smith on the band's lifestyle 
and activities “somewhat 
difficult 

“He began to go out to par- 
ties and enjoy himself,” said Mr 
Silverleaf “It became clear 
that Mr Williams ultimately 
wanted to leave the band ... He 
just didn't feel he could stick 
with the constraints that were 
being imposed.” 

Since leaving Take That 
Williams has shrugged off al- 
cohol and drug problems and 
gone on to produce two highly 
successful solo albums - Life 
Through a Lens and Tue Been 
Expecting You. 

The hearing continues today. 


DAVID AARONOVITCH 

People fail to grasp 
that you can be racist 
without knowing it 
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By Kate Watson-Smyth 


IN AESOP’S fable, tbe tortoise 
won tbe race by plodding on 
steadily, while the hare rested, 
thinking he could sprint past his 
rival But in a modem race in 
the sides, the outcome is far less 
ce rtain 

Two teams are competing to 
be the first to circumnavigate 
the globe in a balloon. The 
Cable and Wireless entry, 
which lifted off 13 days ago, has 
a head start, but the Breitling 
Orbiter3, which left yesterday, 
is smaller: l i gh te r and faster. 

And, cru dally, the Breitling 
3 has permission to fry over Chi- 
nese airspace, shortening its 
journey by some 4,000 miles. 
Cable and Wireless must go 
round, thanks to Richard Bran- 
son. His balloon drifted over 
China before Christmas, pro- 
voking an official complaint 
and all British-registered bal- 
loons have been banned from 
Chinese space while the Civil 
Aviation Authority investigates. 

Bertrand Piccard, a Swiss 
pilot, and Brian Jones, from 


ROUTES THE RIVALS ARE TAKING IN THEIR EPIC BATTLE OF THE SKIES 


Wednesday 17 February: 

Cable 6 Wireless balloon takes off 
from AJmerta In southern Spain 




Saturday 27 February: 

Cable & Wireless breaks 
the around-che-world 
balloon endurance record 
of 233 hours 
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Monday 1 March: 

The Breitling balloon is launched 
from Chateau d'Oex in Switzerland. 
Although 12 days behind Its rival, 
the Breitling Orbiter 3 is smaller 
and faster, and has permission to 
fly over China 


The Cable & Wireless 
balloon (right), 
cruising at 15mph, 
is now heading 
south to avoid 
Chinese airspace 





readied an average speed iff 
30mph. Their rivals, Andy 
Elson, 45, from Wells in Som- 
erset, and Colin Prescot, 48, 
from Stockbridge in Hamp- 
shire, are drifting at 15mph 
over the Bay of Bengal hoping 
to reach Japan in four days. 

But Aaron Noble, the flight 
manager for Breitling, said his 
team hopes to reach Japan in 
eight days, narrowing tbe gap. 
“Their balloon is built for a slow 


B Hiigi 


we use the same route. Over the 
Pacific we win be sharing the 
same winds so we will remain 
four days behind but it all de- 
pends what happens when we 
reach America. 

“Cable and Wireless may 
decide to go across America 
and Canada and by the time we 
get there the winds may have 
changed. Then it might be bet- 
ter to go south to California, 
which is shorter and we might 


mitted having to go around 
China was frustrating but said 
they were too busy concen- 
trating on their own Bight to 
worry about Breitling. 

At 191ft, the Cable and Wire- 
less balloon is 40ft taller than 
the Breitling one, with a ca- 
pacity of 1.1m cubic feet com- 
pared with 650,000. The feel is 
kerosene, instead of the more 
usual propane, which can be 
stored in lighter unpressurised 


cann ot fly over China, they 
have allowed 25 days for their 
20,000-mile journey. Mr Pic- 
card, 41, whose grandfather 
Auguste set the first balloon al- 
titude record in the 1930s, and 
Mr Jones are hoping to cover 
16,000 miles in 16 days. 

Richard Branson now says 
he wifl try ta circumnavigate the 
globe from the southern hemi- 
sphere in the summer. 

In Aesop’s fable, slow and 


S Mi ig w 






| 5 a »*•*** •*•*. 

«•* *•* _ 

' •••*^9** 



W-V 

0 ## t # »•##•»§ i%> 

Sf*0SA * • < ti* %%% 







OUR IDEAS 
FUEL A QUARTER 
OF THE 

NATION'S POWER. 
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0\cr a quarter of the UK’s electricity is generated 
with the nuclear fuel supplied try* BNFL. 

This helps reduce the country’s reliance oo fossil 
fuels - thus saving miflkms of tomes of greenhouse 
gases from being pumped into ihe atmosphere 
every year. As these gases are one of the primary 
causes of global warming, every one benefits from our 


contribution to the national grid. 

We've also developed technology that recovers 
around 97*!b of used nuclear fuel. This can be made 
into fresh fuel, to bum again. 

At tbe same rime, our technologies are helping to 
decommission the world's outdated nuclear sites in 
both the East and the West. 


What's more, some of our big ideas go beyond the 
nuclear power industry. 

We’ve created bearings that run silently on a 
magnetic cushion, which means they never wear out. 

We’ve even produced a liquid that can be brea the d, 
so ir can save the lives of premature babies. 

A big idea can change the world. And you'll find 


a world of them at BNFL. To leant more about what 
we do and how we do it, visit www. bnfl.com or come 
to one of our Visitors Centres. 



BNFL 

Where science never sleeps 





















ONE OF the newest and most 
instantly recognisable features 
of London's skyline - Canary 
Wharf and its fifty-storey tower 
- is to be floated on the stock 
market. 

The Docklands develop- 
ment once hailed as the shin- 
ing beacon of Thatchezite 
yuppiedom formally rose from 
the ashes of recession yester- 
day with its owners announc- 
ing it has been valued at more 
thanGbn. 

The flotation brings the for- 
tunes of Canary Wharf foil cir- 
cle. After being endorsed by 
Margaret Thatcher as the fi- 
nancial face of the future, the 
project proved a disaster for 
the Cana dian real estate de- 
veloper whose dream it was. 

Now Paul Reichmann, who 
led a group of investors to buy 
back Canary Wharf from its 
bankers in 1995 for £8QGm, has 
recovered his optimism. He in- 
tends to place 25 per cent of the 
shares with institutional in- 
vestors for an expected £500m 
and keep a stake worth EttOm. 
The rest will stay with existing 
investors. The deal is expect- 
ed to be done by Easter. 

Under an agreement with 
the Government, the proceeds 
will go towards the Canary 
Wharf Group's final contribu- 
tion of £70m to £90m to the Ju- 
bilee Line extension. The 
much-delayed Underground 
link to central London, which 
promises to be an efficient al- 
ternative to the erratic Dock- 
lands Light Rail, is due to 
open later this year. 


Paul Reichmann: His dream has finally come true 


The group also intends to 
cut its debt by £35Qm, leaving 
it owing a total of £500 m. The 
remainder of the flotation pro- 
ceeds will help to fund the 84- 
acre scheme's ambitious 
development programme. 

This is a huge watershed 
for us," George Iacobescu, the 
group’s chief executive, said 
yesterday. "More than 60 per 
cent of the project is complet- 
ed or under way" 

TWenty-five thousand people 
work at Canary Wharf, a figure 
expected to treble in 10 years. 
A few years ago the complex 
resembled a ghost town, with 
few commercial outlets. 

But despite the recent ex- 
plosion of shops, restaurants 
and bars, many workers still 
feel cut off from the real world 
once they enter the futuristic, 
steel complex. 


“It’s like The Truman 
Show," said Anne Lynch, 36, 
sitting on a bench in the base- 
ment “This is what we do 
every lunchtime. We always 
see the same people go past 
It’s really sad." 

Indie Rangha, 25, an ad- 
ministrator at the F inancial 
Services Authority, agreed. 
“It's isolated," she said “It’s 
characterless. Everyone looks 
like drones." 

Such disenchantment did 
not seem to be linked to how 
much people earn. Bankers 
and builders expressed their 
dislike of the vibe yesterday. 

“There’s no atmosphere," 
said Matthew Tboth, 23, who re- 
cently joined a bank at the 
Wharfc “It’s so business- 
oriented Everyone walks with 
their head down." 

To Joe Major. 40, who is in- 


stalling heating and ventilation 
in the tower; Canary Wharf is 
“Americanism gone mad", par- 
ticularly the comprehensive 
ban on smoking, “it’s imper- 
sonal - 1 can't wait to get back 
to the City," he said The ar- 
chitecture’s lovely but you 
don't want to walk around with 


a camera everyday" 

Canary Wharf even has its 
own newspaper. Dennis Ab- 
bott, editor of The Wharf said 
he never ceases to be amazed 
fay his readers’ attitude. This 
place was built on the bade of 
the yuppy boom and died with 
it," he said “What we have now 


History of the wharf 


: Thatcher government sets up enterprise zone in the 
Docklands 

i Reichmann brothers take over Canary Wharf 
development and invest £1 .6bn 
One Canada Square. Britain’s tallest building, is 
completed 

Canary Wharf collapses with debts of £576m 
Banks put together £1 .Ibn rescue package for 
Canary Wharf 

Reichmanns lead investor group to buy back Canary 
Wharf for £800m 

Canary Wharf to float or? stock market, valuing 
development at up to £2.6bn 


is a reinvented yuppy. a com- 
passionate yuppy" 

Undeterred fay a 1996 bomb- 
ing attempt by tbe IRA, Canaiy 
Wharf’s current investors tor 
dude Prince Al Waleed bin 
Talal bin Abdulaziz al Saud 
CNA Financial Corporation, 
Fr anklin Mutual Series Fund 
and affiliates of Republic New 
York Corporation. Eleven 
buildings in the scheme are 
complete and a further seven 
under construction, including 
a 42-storey site that will be the 
headquarters of HSBC, owner 
of Midlands Bank. 

Investment banks includ- 
ing Morgan Stanley Dean Wit- 
ter and Credit Suisse First 
Boston are already installed 
and the central tower - 
Britain's hi ghest building - is 
home to nine national news- 
papers. Citigroup is about to 


complete one tower and is due 
to announce later this week 
that it is to build a second big- 
ger one next doon to house its 
investment banking arm Sa- 
loman Smith Barney, now in 
Victoria, central London. 

During the recession of the 
early Nineties Canaiy Wharf 
was looked upon as an Eight- 
ies white elephant The onjy 
way to attract tenants was 
with low charges and lengthy 
rent-free periods. 

But Mr Iacobbscu said yes- 
terday that such incentives 
were finished Rental income 
from Canaiy Wharf had dou- 
bled since 1995, from “the mid 
teens (pounds per square foot) 
to the mid thirties”. 

The plans to double the 
building space to 10 million 
square feet in five to seven 
years are expected in a pros- 


pectus for potential investors 
to be published in 10 days. 

Canaiy Wharfs longterm 
viability depends on its ability 
to attract financial institutions. 
There were suggestions that 
staying out of the euro could af- 
fect London as a prime finan- 
cial centre, losing vital 
business to Frankfurt That is 
not the view of Mr Iacobescu. 
“London will remain Europe’s 
financial centre," he said 

Fbr those who may consid- 
er the complex soulless, help 
is at hand The Rev Gordon 
Warren, rector of St Anne's 
Church to Limebouse, has the 
Wharf within his parish. Tve 
raised people's awareness to 
the lack of spiritual facility, r he 
said There needs to be a 
centre of community and there 
isn't anything." He hopes to get 
space for a chapel. 
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Save up to 50% on your holiday 



T he Independent/Independent 
on Sunday have teamed up 
with Travelworld Direct to 
proride readers with 1 massive 
discounts on a range of holidays. You 
can save up to 50 per cent off the 
brochure prices on a fabulous 
selection of summer and winter 
holidays, tours, cruises and short 
breaks from a wide range of 
brochures that will be featured today 
and throughout the week. 


10 % 

OFF 



/22m. 


A World nl Difference 


If you want a different travel experience, see the Bales 
Worldwide brochure. Fbr those interested in seeing the 
culture, history or scenery of a country. Bales introduces 
the world in over 40 countries - including Egypt the 
Middle East, Africa. India and Mexico, offering many 
different itineraries for accompanied journeys. Through 
this amazing offer, you will receive IO'T off your holiday. 


Discover the best of France with French Life and save 
iff?- off your holiday wben you book by the 14 March 
1999. Beautiful beaches, breathtaking scenery, culinary 
delights, history culture, food, fine wine - that's France. 
Choose from a selection of hotels, apartments, 
campsites, cottages and villas with pods, located 
throughout France. 


Tins discount is applicable to departures in June staying 
at tbe Laguna Beach hotel in a s tandar d room in tbe 
Maldives. Tbe resort is a stylish and pretty island offering 
wonderful beaches and first class fedfities whilst still 
m ai nta i ning a Maldivian atmosphere. With temperatures 
averaging at around 85 degrees Fahrenheit year round, 
this makes the Maldives a superb holiday choice. 


15 % 


OFF 


markwarneriJSJ 


* HOLIDAYS (UK) LTD 


Amsterdam 


Travel Service 


Choose your holiday from the Summer 99 brochure 
featuring hotels and apartments in lively exciting resorts 
through to quiet peaceful havens. Enjoy a traditional 
cruise down Uie Mediterranean, coach tours, all 
inclusive holiday, two centre holidays and scuba diving 
Afi this with the friendfy welcomes, superb climate and 
value for money that only Turkey can offer 


All our clubhotels are in idyllic locations, scattered 
around the Mediterranean and the Aegean from 
Corsica. Sardinia and Southern Italy to the Greek 
Islands and Turkey. This discount is applicable to 
holidays departing in May or June, excluding 26 May 99 
31 May 99, at brochure price. The discount is not 
available on childcare, insurance or tennis tuition. 


Amsterdam offers a unique combination of fascinating 
contrasts in which culture and history harmoniously 
Wend with tbe youthful exuberance of an exciting and 
dynamic city. Its fashionable restaurants, hidden 
courtyards and peaceful canals, are perfect fora 
re l axin g stroll or cycle ride. So, take advantage of the 
l(Fc discount offer on any holiday. 


HOW TO RECEIVE YOUR DISCOUNT 


To take advantage of this offer choose your holiday 
from any of the brochures featured. You should then 
call the Travelworld Direct reservation line on 
0990 425425. .-VII holidays must be confirmed between 
Saturday 27 February and Sunday 14 March, and you 
will be required to pay a deposit which will be 
deducted from your final invoice. The balance of your 
payment is due 10 weeks before your departure. 
For bookings made within 10 weeks of departure, 
payment in full, less the discount, is required at the 
time of booking. You can use a Switch or Delta debit 
card, or credit card. Credit<ard payments will incur 
a 1 .5 per cent handling charge. 


APPLICATION FORM (include u tokens) 


Name: 


Address: 


To qualify* for the appropriate discount you must submit j Name: 

four numbered tokens from either The Independent or The J 

hidependent on Sunday, with the booking validation J Address * 

form on the right. A total of nine tokens will be printed J j \ 

between Saturday 27 February and Sunday 7 March 1999. j { /-W. j 

Your tokens and booking validation form must arrive with ■ \ / .j ■ } 

Travelworld Direct by Sunday 14 March 1999. If | I ‘ Potit . 

Travelworld Direct do not receive your tokens, you will i j I * " CO ° e: 

be sent a revised invoice for the full price of your | [ _ j Booking Ref. no.: 

holiday. Tickets and travel documents will normally be i J 

supplied seven to 10 days before departure. Please see the I 

full terms and conditions for this offer that appear at the I Road, Huddersfield, hdi 3af * 
bottom of this page. I — , 


Postcode: 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


I. Offer applies lo new bookings only con- terms & conditions afbookingappk 3.Tbe booking unless stated otherwise. 4. A ban- to withdraw any discount offerwitboutno- Should you caned your boBdav the 

firmed between 2Tth February 99 and 14th offers featured canootbe combined with any effing charge of LS'T applies topaymentsby ticeB-NotavailabtemRepiMcoflreland able discount becomes invalkL 9. AuoGcants ^ organised by 

March 99. 2. Participating tour operators other promotional offer available at time of credit card. 5. Hwelworid reserve theright 7. All holidays are subject to availability. 8. must be over 18 1G. No photocopied tokens. Group, ABlAAT^a^ °^ e llave * wor ^ 
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US bombers 


step up war 


' against Iraq 
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THE US launched a large-scale 

escalation of its aerial war 
against Iraq yesterday attack- 
ing several sites in the north of 
the country. 

Iraq said that the strikes 
had damaged its ability to ex- 
port oil, which it uses to pay for 
food for its increasingly im- 
poverished population. 

The day-fay-day bombing of 
Iraqi air defences has become 
an undeclared wan allowing 
the US and Britain to launch at- 
tacks almost at will in the no- 
fly zones over the country. Iraq 
does not recognise the zones, 
and has targeted allied aircraft 
with radar; anti-aircraft fire 
and surface-to-air missiles. 

But for most of the past two 
months, the US and Britain 
have been dropping at most a 
dozen bombs and missiles on 
Iraq in attacks in the north and 
south. Yesterday they launched 
attacks on a much broader 
scale, as the rules of engage- 
ment were apparently shifted. 
The attacks appear to be aimed 
at weakening Iraq's control of 
the north of the country, a large 
slice of which is already under 
Kurdish control. 

A statement from the US Eu- 
ropean Command, which con- 


by Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 


trols the operations in northern 
Iraq, said: “Between 2:30 and 
3:30 pun. Iraqi time, while con- 
ducting routine enforcement 
of the northern no-fly zone, 
and in response to several in- 
cidents of Iraqi radar targetin g 
coalition aircraft, US F-l5Es 
dropped more than 30, 2,0001b 
and 500Gb laser guided bombs.” 
They were aimed at “Iraqi com- 
munications sites, radio relay 
sites, and anti-aircraft artiHeiy 
sites". 

The US said that the inci- 
dents happened “near Mosul”, 
the northern Iraqi city. Though 
the US and Britain have not re- 
ported details in the past of 
what targets they were striking, 
it is thought that they have tar- 
geted facilities around Ayn 
Zalah, a city to the north-west 
of Mosul with a concentration 
of communications and oil fa- 
cilities. They have also in the 
past attacked targets at Tall 
Afar, an airbase to the West 
Faidah, a village to the north, 
and other targets on the edge 
of the Kurdish-controlled zone 
to the north. 

On Sunday, Iraq said that US 


attacks had disabled the oil 
pipeline which took ofl to 
Tlirkey for export under the oil 
for food programme. 

Iraq said that further dam- 
age had been done to its ofl fo- 
dlities yesterday. “American 
warplanes caused civilian 
casualties and other damage to 
a link in the control system of 
the Iraqi -Turkish pipeline re- 
sulting in the isolation of the 
metering station in Zakho 
(northern Iraq),” an Iraqi 
spokesman said. 

The US denied that it had hit 
a civilian target, but said it 
was now allowing its pilots 
greater latitude in choosing 
what they attacked. 

“Pilots have been given 
greater flexibility to attack 
those systems that place them 
in jeopardy,” said William 
Cohen, the US Secretary of 
Defense. “They are not simply 
going to respond to a tziple-A 
[anti-aircraft artillery] site or to 
a SAM [surface-to-air missile] 
site,” he said. 

“They can go after com- 
mand and control and com- 
munications centers as well 
that allow Saddam Hussein to 
try to target them and put 
them in jeopardy. They have 


Israeli restraint 
brings end to air 
raids on Lebanon 


BY PATRICK COCKBURN 
in Jerusalem 


AFTER . HEAVY air raids 
overnight against Hizbollah. 
Israel backed away from mak- 
ing fresh attacks yesterday in 
retaliation for the killing of an 
Israeli general in an ambush. 
The army allowed people living 
to ncathern Israel along the bor- 
der with Lebanon to leave their 
bomb shelters after spending 24 
hours underground. 

Israeli officials said there 
would be mare air attacks if 
Hizbollah fired Katyusha rock- 
ets into the north of the country. 
Israeli planes earlier raided 
Baalbek, in eastern Lebanon, a 
stronghold of the Islamic guer- 
rillas, as well as breaking the 
sound barrier over Beirut 

Benjamin Netanyahu, the 
Israeli Prime Minister, said Is- 
rael was read}’ to strike if nec- 
essary. On a visit to the family 
of an officer killed last week he 
said: *Tm not going into oper- 
ational steps but we have our 
plans well laid out and our tar- 
gets well chosen." 

Israel's restraint is motivat- 
ed by a belief that widening the 
war will do little damage to 
Hizbollah. whose mobile forces 
do not provide easily identifiable 
military objectives. To boost 
the morale of the population at 
home Israeli television showed 
buildings in Lebanon exploding 
as they were hit as well as 
banks "on transporters being 
moved to the border. 

Three of those killed on Sun- 
day by the Hizbollah bomb that 
blew "apart the armoured Mer- 
cedes of Brigadier General 
Ezer Gerstein were buried yes- 
terday in funerals attended by 
thousands. The SS-ycar-old gen- 



* n Israeli, Marcelle Rabilo, embracing her daughter. 
Galit, after spending a night in a shelter Reuters 


era!, the most senior Israeli of- 
ficer to be killed in Lebanon 
since 1982, is to be buried today. 

The Israeli cabinet meeting 
yesterday produced a re- 
strained statement, saying only 
that the Israeli army “is pre- 
pared to continue fighting ter- 
rorist forces in Lebanon". Both 
Israel and Hizbollah say they 
want to preserve ground rules 
for the war in south Lebanon, 
which limits both sides from at- 
tacking civilian targets. 

The Israeli air raids on Baal- 
bek and other targets in theory 
were in retaliation for two 
Katyusha rockets on Israel on 
Sunday and not a response to 
the general’s ambush. The 
Hizbollah attack on the gener- 
al is allowable under the rules 
agreed in 1996, but the firing of 
Katyushas into Israel is not 

Madeleine Albright, the US 
Secretary of State, said she 
'urging all parties to 


was 


exercise restraint”. Mr Ne- 
tanyahu also knows the pre- 
election offensive in Lebanon 
launched three years ago by his 
predecessor; Shimon Peres, did 
him no good at the polls. 

Hizbollah also shows agns of 
not wanting to extend the con- 
flict beyond its kflEng of General 
Gerstein. It did not fire Katyu- 
shas in retaliation for the raids. 
Supporters gave sweets to 
passing motorists in Beirut 
and staged victory processions 
but it does not want to provoke 
a prolonged air offensive. 

In the Israeli cabinet Ariel 
Sharon, the Foreign Minister, 
and Avigdor KahaJani, the In- 
terior Minis ter; both favour a 
unilateral withdrawal This is 
opposed by Moshe Arens, the 
new Defence Minister 

Leading article. 
Review page 3 
Comment, Robert Fisk, 
Review page 5 


Avalanche 
boy leaves 
hospital 


THE POUR YEAR-OLD Austrian 
bov who was pulled from under 
-anri survived has 


bov wno was puu™ « «*** “*7*— 
an avalanche and survived has 
been released in perfect health. 
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a doctor said yesterday. 

With the aid of a tracker dog, 
. .. j ... rpsrued 
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Alexander Whiter was rescued 
from die snow in Valzur - siteo 

one of Iasi week's two 

40 P fllWl ttv 


oneoi last wee* a. "VTrL 
is in which 38 people died. He 
was efinica^y dead but was slew- 
im -md resuscitated 


was clinically ut-ou 
to warmed up and re^sotajj* 
bv doctors in nearby Gaihmthc 
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Other Tyrolean ullage hit a 
fatal avalanche a day earner 
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strove* in the snow 

he and his mothcrlvnvgoneto 

stav with his grandparents. AF 


Personal loan rates. 



Call Direct Line. 


• Ynu’H have fixed. low monthly 
pajmenrt, 

» No compulsory insurance, arrangeroeni 
fee or complicated paper work. 

• No security or deposit required. 

• Call now tor an instant decision OR 
loans from £1.090 to j£25.UUQ. 

0181 680 9966 0161 831 9966 
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An Iraqi climbing through the damaged remains of what is repented to be an oil pumping station at Mosul, 240 miles north of Baghdad Reuters 


some flexibility and they will 
continue to have that flexibfliiy" 

Iraq has been trying to trap 
allied aircraft fay using its own 
aircraft and other decoys to hire 
them into the field of fire of sur- 
face -to-air missiles. 

Kurdish sources say that 
Iraq was using a multiple 
rocket launcher to draw allied 
aircraft, dumping dozens of 
missiles on the town of Dahuk 
in the process. 


Iraq has threatened in the 
past to attack the facilities in 
Turkey Kuwait and Saudi Ara- 
bia from which the allied air- 
craft operate, though it 
wijhdrew the threat against 
Turkey. 

The US has deployed Patri- 
ot anti-missiles around Inciriik, 
the Turkish base where the 
US and Royal Air Fbrce aircraft 
are located. 

The US and British strikes 


have become noticeably more 
wide-ranging over the past few 
weeks, extending to communi- 
cations facilities and other mil- 
itary targets across the country. 
Targets just 50 miles outside 
Baghdad were attacked last 
week. 

The greater purpose behind 
the US and british attacks re- 
mains opaque. America has 
said that it will start providing 
more support for the exiled 


Iraqi opposition, and a meeting 
of the Iraqi National Congress, 
the largest group, will be held 
in Washington next month. 

The US Congress has ap- 
proved funds to arm and train 
the opposition, but it is still 
some way from disbursing this. 
In the meantime, America is ap- 
plying mounting pressure on 
the regime through military 
means. 

Washington continues to 


hint that the rule of Saddam 
Hussein is on its last legs. 

An article in the magazine 
US News and World Report 
says that Saddam sacked senior 
naval officers who said they 
could not destroy a US aircraft 
carrier with their tiny navy, 
and the US has also reported 
that there have been riots 
around Iraq following the mur- 
der of an influential Shia cler- 
ic last month. 
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HP Colorado 5GB Drive (ExtomoU C43C2B 


• Capacity: up to 5GB compressed 
■ Performance sustained transfer 

rate of 35-55MB/ minute 

• Parallel port connection 

• Recording Format HP Colorado 5GB 

' Recommended media: HP Colorado 5GB 
minicartridges 

• Internal model also available 

• Supports Win Win 95/98 and Win HT 




HP Brio 8500 D7936T & D2837A 

• Intel® Pentium® II Processor 350MHz ■ 64MB RAM 

• 8GB hard drive • 32x CD-ROM • Full Sound 
capability ■ Microsoft Windows 98 * T7" monitor 
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INC.VAT 
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£149 £175 


FROM 

17p 

PER DAY 


FROM EX.VAT 


INC.VAT 


Or have the BT Highway ‘Instant Office PC including: 
- Microsoft Office SBE * BT Speedway ISDN card 
* 15" monitor * Fast internet access with BT Highway 
from £99. See your HP reseller for details. 

FROM EX.VAT INC.VAT 


£712 £837 


FROM 

79p 

PER DAY 


£1009 £1186 


FROM 
0.12 
PER DAY 



m 


HEWLETT® 


PACKARD 


pentium’]! 


www.buy.hp.co.uk 


Ttm facet Laid* toga ami Pe 


«d padonurio and Um » i nwJemwfc of Inal Cwpomtat Prices refer » ifeserlpUons onl* Price* yuoMd m typical buying prices tad are correct u Umi oF going to press. Prices change 


IregoMly jnd «* sqtgea id change Mthout node*. finmeo offen n dfapwdent on 36 nomh Ims* contract nWnun value of C900. and are open to Craaodsmiipoiimoply, Fuvurieju^ro U»lti«.Prie»s«cof»i*aief B/2/Monrieulgd* VW. 


V 


Y 


was 

T b >' 

last 

lean 

fous 


sruli 
ie ct 
at th 
s of 
ethei 
tiers 
onsit 
shoi 
t,wft 
*1 rig] 
yisi 
lean 


rircu 

3bwa 

T'red 

: thef 


JOSltl 
ressii 
able 
ii>r i 


"Iju 
to t 
Jbatt 
road 


MS 


MMUI> 

m*u 




J 







a 




t 


TOl'i 
elect 
to si 
drive 
Brit* 

M. 
Bill L 
conu 
dartis 
beai 

erstt 

from 
can z 
bypa 
local 
both 
the c 
back: 

TJ- 
will f< 
ate a 
polio 

code 
coun 
code 
potet 
conn 
and a 




Wi 

FOt 


ES 

. -re 


r :t 


l!f 


. -*r 


FOtt 


ACCS 

«* 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Tuesday 2 Match 1989- 



AT LEAST w people were shot 
or tortured to death in the Spice 
Islands in what Indonesia's 
military commander described 
yester day as the country's 
worst outbreak of communal 
violence. 

General Wiranto, head of 
the bidnnpgjyir; armed forces, 
warned that the battles be- 
tween Chris tians and Muslims 
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tween Christians and Muslims used ethnicity, religion, race The nation^ police 
an foe island afAmban had the and groim interest to attack one spokesman, Brigadier General 
potential to tear apart the another And never before was TbgarSiami^, sad yesterday * 
world’s fourth most populous r eligio n used as a reason to at- that six people were tortured to _ 
country, “flfe hare to handle this tack one another; and argu- death after a battle on Sunday - 
problem,” he said in the capi- meats in the market flared into between Muslims and Chns^ : : 
tal, Jakarta. “If not, it could znamg riots,” he said. dans armed with spears and * 

— ■ ■ • machetes. Other reports sug*. * 
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qieate dMhtegration a nd m- The terror in Ambon began « — — -& ■ ... 

stability in the nation.” in January. It quickly de- gested a number of people. - * 

Conflicting reports suggest- veloped into the grimmest of were shot dead yesterday hypo* - 
ed more than io people hare the many local conflicts that lice officers attempting to queH r 
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Indonesians straggling aboard a ship to escape religious violence on the Spice Island'^S^erShavfcBed 


Reuters 


u — r— ~ 

ed more than 10 people hare 
been killed since Sunday in at 
le a st two separate incidents in 
Ambon, the capital of Maluku 
province. “We have never failed 
such brutal mass rioting be- 
fore,” General Wiranto said at 
the launch of a new rapid re- 
action force of 5,000 Site anti. 
riot troops. 

“Never before had people 





the many local conflicts 

have sprung up across the vast 

archipelago since the three- 
decade-long dictatorship under 
President Suharto came to an 
end last May. Ninety per cent 
of Indonesia's 210 milli on peo- 
ple are Muslim, but in Maluku, 
known in Dutch colonial times 
as the Since Islands, there is a 
Christian majority which lives 
alongside Muslim settlers from 
other parts of Indonesia. 

Many of the immigrants are 
businessmen and entrepre- 
neurs and, compared with 
other Indonesian hot spots, 
such as East Timor; Aceh and 


— r % 

further disturbances. 

Muslim witnesses quoted by . 
the Associated Press news - 
agency said that five people * 
were killed after a mob of Chris- 
tians burnt Muslim homes and 
threw petrol bombs at winy >! ' 
shippers emerging from a-;-' 
mosque on the outskirts of’ 
Ambon town. One Christian . 
man was killed, and four Mus- 
lims were shot dead by police, 
who have been ordered by Gen-, 
eral Wiranto to shoot rioters an . 
sight 

The most alarming reports, v: 
passed on by Western diplo- 
mats, say Muslim and Christ- 
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Irian Jaya, the communities mats, say Muslim ana unnst- 
have lived in relative harmony, ian police and soldiers have! 

Since the Indonesian econ- taken to firing on civilians of the 
ony collapsed in 1997, however; other religion, 
resentment has grown at the But the reports were noting 
settlers’ relative prosperity al- dependency confirmed and in 
though there was no obvious Jakarta, Brigadier General 
trigger for the dashes. Tbgar denied there were any 

About 200 people have been splits within the security forces, 
shot by police, burnt to death in “Up to now the armed forces 
their homes, or killed in street are stQl solid," he said. 


their homes, or killed in street 
fighting with home-made 
spears, bombs and bows. Vil- 
lages across foe island hare 
been razed, and rival groups 
have taken to stopping cars and 
checking the religion of their 
occupants. Thousands of 
refugees have sought to escape 
on overladen boats. 


-I Unemployment in Indonesia 
hit 15.4 trillion people or 17 J per 
cent of the workforce in 1998, 
while foe number of poor rose 
to 40 per cent of the 194 million 
population. President BJHabi- ' 
bie said yesterday. Govern- 
ment estimates had put foe 
jobless figure at 20 millio n 
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Moderates set 
for victory in 
Iran elections 

by James Roberts 


jfan chart'll t 

inns simmulii 


PRESIDENT KHATAMI Of Iran 
was heading for another victo- 
ry in his battle with foe coun- 
try’s conservative clerical 
estaWishmentyesterday. Eariy 
results of foe elections for 
Ttehratfs city council showed 
moderate supporters of Mr 
Khatami were well ahead. 
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Pro -Khatami candidates, led 
by the fonner interior minister 
Abdollah Nouri, were eaqiected 
to take 12 of the 15 city council 
seats, according to state-run 
radio. Of foe remaining three 

seats, two were likely to be won 

by candidates Added jointly by 
the moderates and conserva- 
tives, and foe manager of the 
popular Pirouzi football club, 
who was clinging on to the 
final seat in Tehran. 

State radio said about 25 
miliion voters, or 65 per cent, 

tamed out for foe local poDs, in- 
troduced by Mr Khatami to 
hdp to break foe centralised 
grip of the conservative estab- 
lishment Thirty-nine million 
pcqple, aged 15 and over; were 
eligible to vote on Friday. 

Mostafa T^zadeh, deputy 
mtenor minister and head of 
foe electoral commission, said 
women and independent can- 
didates were leading in many 

provincial towns, where countr 

HU* mac almmi um. 

are 


a few towns or cities where, 
women are not represented, to 

some cities they hold a major- 
ity or are even the front- 
runners. This is a giant step to- 
wards participation in the coun- 
try’s public administration.” 
he said In Tehran, two women 
candidates - Jamfleh Kadivar 
and Fatemeh Jalaipour - are 
among the top 15. 

to the holy city of Mashhad,- . 
the stronghold of the influential 
conservative cleric Ayatollah ‘ 
Abbas Vaez-Tabasi, the four 
front-runners are indepen- 
dents, followed by reformers 


Abrar newspaper 

“Independents broke the 
grip of main factions in the 
provinces. This is a giant step 
towards decentralisation of 
P°w®;” MrTbjzadeh said "The 
monopoly (o n po W6 r) was re- 
jected through foe democratic 
process.” 

Reports from central Isfa- 
hun, foe most politicised city 

nfTnui _w_ . • * 


. _ *in\iwdi i min inri y. 

leadingbya wide margin. Local 
journalists said pro-Khatami 
candidates were poised to csu>- 

ture seven nf ii <.•»«. u 
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council, with the balance going 
to conservatives. 
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Obasanjo declared poll winner 

nigerm"<; mawak,.. winner 


NIGERIA’S Wmner 


hnghing aside p mt«h, tfsidenHal election. 
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AS POLICE in NewYbrk City try 

to refute allegations of racism 
prompted by the shooting last 
month of an unarmed West 
African by four white officers, 
the chief of New Jersey's state 
police was without a job yes- 
terday after being fired for pub- 
licly blaming drug trafficbiiig on 
ethnic minorities. 

The abrupt dismissal of 
Colonel Carl Williams by the 
Governor of New Jersey, 
Christie Todd Whitman, has 
thrown a fresh spotlight on 
simmering tensions between 
the African-American commu- 
nity and state and city police 
forces around the country. 

Colonel Williams was sacked 
after saying blacks and EGs- 
panics were more likely than 
whites to be involved in the co- 
caine and marijuana market 

His sacking will feed a 
widening debate in New York 
about racism in law enforce- 
ment that echoes the scandal 
engulfing the Metropolitan Po- 
lice in London in response to 
the Lawrence report Black 
and Hispanic leaders in the US 
have long complained about 
unfair police harassment of 
non-whites. 

New York, where the force 
has been credited with a dra- 
matic lowering of crime rates, 
witnessed large protests early 
last month after the shooting of 
Amadou Diallo in the hallway 
of his apartment bufiding in the 
Bronx. The officers now under 
investigation are being asked to 


By David Usborne 

in New York 


explain why they fired 41 shots 
at Diallo, who apparently was 
breaking no law and was car- 
rying no weapon. 

Black leaders in New Jersey 
had already been calling for the 
sacking of Colonel Williams, 
the highest police officer in the 
state, arguing that he had 
turned a blind eye to so-called 
“racial profiling” by state troop- 
ers on the interstate highway 
system. 

Condemned as illegal, “pro- 
filing” refers to the singling out 
of non-white drivers by police 
officers watching for anyone vi- 
olating traffic laws. 

Until last weekend, the police 
chief enjoyed the support of 
Governor Whitman. She aban- 
doned him after the publication 
of an interview he gave to The 
Star-Ledger newspaper in 
Newark on Sunday. Remarks 
that ColoDel Williams made in 
the interview drew an instant 
and furious response from mi- 
nority leaders. 

“The comments were in- 
sensitive and absolutely 
counter to bolstering confi- 
dence in law enforcement,” the 
Governor’s spokesman said. 
“There are vast segments of 
the New Jersey public whose 
confidence in the system is 
weakened.” 

Speaking to the newspaper 
Colonel williams said it would 
be naive not to recognise that 


race is a factor in drug activi- 
ty in the state. “TWo weeks 
ago, the president of the Unit- 
ed States went to Meaaco to talk 
to the president of Mexico 
about drugs. Be didn't go to Ire- 
land. He didn't go to Eng- 
land,” Colonel Williams said. 

“Tbday with this drug prob- 
lem, the drug problem is co- 
caine or marijuana. It is most 
Bkeiy a minority group that’s in- 
volved with that,” he went on. 
“They aren't going to ask some 
Irishman to be part of their 
gang because they don’t trust 
him.” 

Black members of the New 
Jersey assembly have 
promised hearings into racism 
in the police force. 





Colonel Carl Williams, who has been sacked as New Jersey police chief after making comments on drugs and race Dante! Hulshizer/AP 


Man charged over 
arms smuggling 


A CHINESE national was facing 
charges in Boston yesterday 
after customs officials said they 
had caught him trying to smug- 
gle sensitive equipment out of 
the United States that could be 
used in upgrading missile guid- 
ance systems. 

The arrest of the man, iden- 
tified as \ho Yi, comes at an em- 
barrassing moment as the US 
Secretary of State, Madeleine 
Albright pays an official visit to 
Peking. Claims that China has 
tried illegally to obtain sensitive 
US weapons technology is a del- 
icate issue between the Chinese 
and US governments. 

It was not clear whether Mr 
Yao. who was arrested last week 
in California and brought yes- 


by David usborne 


terday to Boston, was attempt- 
ing to smuggle the goods- fibre- 
optic gyroscopes - on his own 
behalf or fix* the Chinese mflitaiy. 

The gyroscopes can be fitted 
to long-range missiles to en- 
hance accuracy They can also 
be fitted to smart bombs and air- 
craft guidance systems. 

According to police charges, 
Mr Yao tried to buy the gyro- 
scopes from a Massachusetts 
firm lxit approval for the sale was 
denied by the State Department 

He apparently then approached 
another supplier; but that com- 
pany was a dummy corporation 
set up by Customs for the pur- 
pose of entrapping MrYfco. 


Want to get 
loan 



at only 
M.9% APR? 


It’s easy. At Phone A loan our very attractive fixed rate of 
interest makes it easier for you to budget and plan 
ahead. Far example, with such a low rote you could 
borrow £5,000 for only per month - repaid over 

45 months (APR 11.9%) - Which means you'll only have to 
poy £6.157.35. And it wont cost you anything to make 
a lump sum, or early repayment. With Phone A loan 
you decide how much you want to pay, then you 
con either how much you want to borrow 

(anything up to £15.0001. or how long you want to take 
to pay the loon off (from 12 to 60 months). So. If you're 
over 18 years of age with a good credit history, try us. 
Call Phone A Loan Monday lo Friday 8.30am to 9.30pm. 
weekends 9am to 6pm. 


phone ®loan 


Call now 0800 138 68 98 
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"You won't 


"I have the Nokia Communicator so I can 
communicate any way I like. I make a lot of calls, 
of course, and if I arrange a meeting I make a note 
in the calendar. I send and receive faxes and 
mail, and I have a few Internet sites that I check * 
out once or twice a week. And it's very convenient 
to have all my addresses, phone numbers and fax 
numbers where I need them - in my Communicator. 

And now I have one more way to communicate. I take a picture on 
a digital camera and send the image wirelessly with the Communicator 
to a PC or another Communicator. This isn't a fish story - you'll 
believe it when you see it." 


i 


Chris Galea 
Regional Director 


believe this 


until you see it." 
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Michelin 
honours 
poetic 
chef of 
Auvergne 


A SELF-TAUGHT chef who 
finds inspiration - and wild 
herbs - while running in his 
native hills in the southern 
Auvergne won the highest 
accolade in French cookery 
yesterday. 

Michel Bras, 52, was given 
the coveted third Michelm star 
for his mountain-top, hotel- 
restaurant near La guide, 
3,700ft up in the Aveyron hills 
of south-western France. 

His elevation by the 1999 
Michelin Guide marks a - 
possibly deliberate - turning 
away from the globe-trotting, 
superstar chefs who have 
made the gastronomic news in 
France in recent years, Mr 
Bras, who learnt cooking 
mostly from his mother, spe- 
cialises in elaborate versions of 
regional dishes and rarefy 
strays from home territory. 

Bespectacled and given to 
poetic utterances, Mr Bras is 
known, to his annoyance, as 
the “herbalist" of French 
cooking. His use of wild and 
unusual plants, such as 
meadow-sweet, started a 
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At last, a good 
hairdresser 


STREET LIFE 


SAMOTECHNY LANE 


SINCE LAST August’s, eco- 
nomic crash, some Russians 
have had the faith and oour- 


U would be an exaggeration to 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 

herbal trend among better- 
known, and more expensive, 
restaurants in the big cities. 

“I run several times a week 
in the mountains and it is from 
these runs that I harvest ideas 
and emotions, n he said last 
week, when news of his prob- 
able enoblement by Michelin 
leaked out “That’s how I dis- 
covered meadow-sweet I still 
dearly remember the circum- 
stances of this encounter- the 
sky the light and that leaden 
scent heavy with honey.” 

Mr Bras is best known for 
two dishes, “Biscuit de choco- 
lat coulant” (Biscuit of melted 
chocolate) and “Gargomllou 
de jeunes legumes” (which 
means, literally, a gargling or 
bubbling of young vegetables) . 
His restaurant maintains the 
informality of a country inn: 
customers are invited to dean 
their knife and fork on a piece 
of bread between courses. 

Prices, although hardly 
cheap, are reasonable com- 




Michel Bras, whose restaurant near Lagniole, sooth-western franco, has joined the Michelm 6!ite 


pared with those of most two- 
or three-star restaurants. A 
lunchtime menu, eaten while 
enjoying panoramic views 
over die hiDs, costs £22. A din- 
ner menu costs £66. 

Mr Bras bemoans the cost 
of gastronomic meals in (he 
swankier; Michelin-starred 
restaurants in large cities, 
which charge up to £150 a 


head for their cheapest menu. 

py finding his inspiration in 
nature, Michel Bras says he 
hopes to express through his 
food “a climate, a freedom of 
expression, a sense of won- 
derment, a joie de mure”. He 
compares his cooking to jazz 
“for its architecture... its fluid 
elegance, its silences”. 

More prosaically he says 


he learnt to love food at the 
Mtrlran table during his child- 
hood. If he wasted a piece of 
bread, he would be rapped 
across the knuckles. 

He joins 20 other three-star 
restaurants in France. No 
other chef was promoted to 
the premier division this year; 
but one, Marc Meneau, of the 
DEspgrance at Saint-Pfcre- 


sou&Ydzelay was denoted to 
two stars. Britain has the 
same three, three-star restau- 
rants as last yean 

The main innovation of this 
year’s guide, published tomor- 
row, is the induskm erf 30 Paris 
restaurants in the category of 
inexpensive but wholesome 
regional restaurants, marked 
by a small Michelm man. 


Kosovar villagers flee Yugoslav military 


YUGOSLAV SOLDIERS and 
police appear to be clearing vil- 
lages in Kosovo along the bor- 
der with Macedonia of their 
Albanian inhabitants. 

About 5,000 villagers, fearing 
military attack, have fled their 
homes in the past few days, 
seeking refuge across the bor- 
der with friends and neigh- 
bours. Many, however, are 
camping outdoors within the 


ByEMMADALY 

inGepre 

borders of Kosovo. In one gulfy 
women and children waited as 
their men cut down branches 
for temporary shelters. 

The group of 300 had come 
from the village of Gsyre, dose 
to the main road leading south 
from the province’s capital, 
Pristina, to Macedonia. They 


were preparing to spend a sec- 
onded in the snow. Badrfn the 
village, rebel fighters from the 
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) 
patrolled the streets, but few 
civilians remain. Ismet Calaku, 
who returned yesterday to find 
the body erf his brother - pre- 
sumably shot dead by Ybgrolav 
forces attacking the village - 
sakt “Where can we go? Do you 
think we are safe anywhere?” 


Further north, nearthe village 
of Vehka Hoca, international 
mediators succeeded in pre- 
venting a feared attack by the 
Sob security forces, after the 
murder of a Serb civilian. KLA 
members yesterday handed 
over the body of the Seth, who 
was taken hostage last week 
They released his companion, 
who had been badly beaten. 

The exchange was negotiat- 


ed by verifiers from the 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. Both 
Serbs were from VelikaHoca, a 
Serb enclave on ahiH held by the 
KLA. The two were kidnapped 
after the seizure last week of 
three Albanians, two of whom 
were found dead yesterday. 
■The Foreign Secretary; Robin 
Code, who begins a three-day 
visit to Russia today; wifi at- 


tempt to persuade Moscow to 
contribute troops to Kosovo - 
something seen as a crucial 
ingredient in securing accep- 
tance by the Yugoslav Presi- 
dent, Slobodan Milosevic, of a 
foreign peace-keeping force. 
But Mr Cook will have to over- 
come Russian hostility to the 
overall Nato command of the 
force demanded by alliance 
members, led by the US. 


arrived. Rather; a few ven- 
tures are tentative 
like snowdrops pushing up 
from under snow. 

Of two in the Samotechny 
Lane area, oneis a new hair- 
dressing salon. Before Alex- 
ander opened “Persona Lab”, 
we all used to go to Aunt 
Lyuda’s. She may have been 
a wizard at dyeing the bee- 
hives of the local female 
trolley-bus drivers. But she 
always made a mess- of my 
simple bob. Then I would go 
to some flashy haunt of the 
New Russians and pay $100 
(£65) to have my hair “cor- 
rected”. Outrage at the price, 
however; would mean that 
next time I was back with the 
trolley-bus drivers, trusting 
my hair to the cheap and 
cheerful Lyuda. 

. Alexander now offers an 
exit from that vicious circle. 
Just before Christmas, he 
opened a salon giving the kind 
of cuts he learnt while study- 
ing in Loudon, at prices that 
middle-class Russians, at 
least, can afford. He econo- 
mised cm decor -the walla are 
white - to concentrate cm styl- 
ish catting. “Everything was 
overblown before,” he said. 
“Who could' afford those 
inflated prices?” Now he has 
a steady streani of clients, 
able to pay the equivalent of 
$30, and is feeling optimistic. 

Further down the road is 
Belinda. It used to be the big- 
gest supermarket in the area 
and, frankly; was a bad joke. 
You had to be a masochist to 
shop there. The prices for the 
imported groceries were 
astronomical, yet the service 
was positively abusive. 

When the rouble plunged, a 
fanny thing happened. For 
two short weeks in September; 
Belinda, which still had stocks 
at old prices, became the 
cheapest shop m the area. 
Word spread quickly. Poor 
housewives flocked, there to 
stock up on rice and macaroni 


and try perhaps for the first 
time, more exotic items such 
as pfltd de fobs gras. 

When the last goods were 
sold off, Belinda went out of 
business. Since then, a lot of 
renovation has been going on. 
Last week, Italian leather 
sofas went in. Then shelves 
with cheap mugs, washing 
powder and shampoo app- 
eared. What was going on? 

I walked in. A young assis- 
tant called Dima greeted me 
with a smile. In the back, I met 
Maria Belova, the equally wel- 
coming manageress. “Down 
boy,” she commanded the 
blade alsatian at her side. He 
was not a guard dog, she said, 
but a stray she had found 
injured and adopted. The 
atmosphere in the shop had 
certainly become friendlier 

What gave Ms Belova, who 
used to work in a Russian 
jewellery factory and also 
lived for a whBe in London, the 
confidence to open her own 
store after other entrepre- 
neurs had been bitten? “We 
can’t just sit and accept that 
our country is going down the 
drain. We have to try again.” 

Ms Belova, smart in a 
black and white hound-tooth 
(becked suit, said lessons had 
been learnt from the crisis. 
“Businesses should not try to 
make too much money too 
fast They should deal with 
reliable partners. And they 
should be flexible ” 

She went on to explain how 
she was creating a mini - 
department store, with a 
range of goods from expensive 
furniture to the cheapest 
household items. “We will 
watch and see what is popu- 
lar. Later we might concen- 
trate on one thing or another:” 

So for; customers are look- 
ing at the sofas as if they were 
museum pieces but they are 
snapping up the floral mugs at 
60 roubles (£2) each. “Interna- 
tional Women’s Day is coming 
up on 8 March,” said Ms Belo- 
va. “Ebr husbands wanting a 
change from the regulation 
three red tulips, the mugs 
make nice little presents for 
their wives.” 

HELEN WOMACK 
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That's the average return earned by Virgin Growth PEP customers who 
started investing when we launched four years ago. 

Now, we can't guarantee an incredible performance like that in the 
future. No one can. 

But what we can guarantee is a proven approach to investment which 
has kept the Virgin Growth PEP among the very best, month after month, 
year after year. 

• 0 a year. 
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V?£AfeL US NOW TO FIND OUT MORE. 

0345 900 900 

I ^ ..'OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM Sam - 10 pm 
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Virgin Direct Personal Financial Service Ltd is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority: The price of units and any Income from them can go down 
as wen as up and you may not got bade the amount you invest Peat performance Is not necessarily a guide to the future, you can Invest hi a pep right up 
until 5 April 1999 when they wll' attract the same tax benefits as the new Individual Savings Account All alb am recorded and monitored. Source: 
Standard & Poor's MEcropal. wwwjrtcropaLcom, single Investment 6-3.95 to 15259. grots Income reinvested. 
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House prices fall in February 

'"v HOUSE priees fell by 05 per cent last month, according 
the latest figures from Halifax, taking the annual rate of 
i( usepnee inflation down to 3.6 per cent Halifax said 
n."*'' l ' (;! fell in house prices offset the ' 0.4 per cent rise 

. a i " •' k ,ii 10 January, and warned that the market was going tow mgh 

t«i ^ |. ‘‘ ; an unsettled period. • 

«Qfc» ar. iv 1 ” to* longer term, however; Halifax is relatively bullish 
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■\\ { * » house prices, estimating that house price inflation 
.• j would reach 4 per cent by the final quarter of 1999 . The 
* l ! average price paid-far a house in the UK last month was 
•’ iiy‘ j £73/004, Halifax said. ..... 

Hays to spend ;C 200m In Europe 

HAYS, die support services 
group, is planning to spend 
£200m on acquisitions in 
Europe this year. 

The group, whose 
interests cover the 
distribution, personnel and . 
document handling sectors, 
is looking principally at 
private businesses to add 
to its £92n acquisition 
spree in the first half of its 
fina n c i al year Hays 

yesterday reported a 20 per cent increase in first-half 
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profits by 30 per emit. Ronnie Frost, the <*«iwwnii 
(pictured), said he did not expect to see a recession in 
Britain. 

SAB edges to premium on debut 

SHARES IN South African Breweries edged to a small . 
premium on their first day of trading on the London stock 
market yesterday. 

SAB, the world’s fburth-largest brewer, which is moving 
its primary stock market listing to London, placed 35 
million shares at 42 8p, raising £150m. The shares touched 
460p before dosing at 447p. 

The company, whose brands include Castle been is 
valued at £3.5bn at yesterday’s dosing price, making it a 
candidate for inclusion in the FTSE 100 index. 
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GEC pays £ 1.3bn for 
US telecoms supplier 


by Michael Harrison 
B usiness Editor 

GEC YESTERDAY made its first 
strategic move since the sale of 
its Marconi defence electronics 


announcing the £L3bn purchase 
of a US telecommunications 

pqniprppnt gu p pl fo c 

The acquisition of Ohio- 
based. RELTEC is being 
financed from GECs £2.7bn 
cash mountain. The move is its 
first foray into the American 
telecoms market- the biggest 
in the worid, accounting for half 
of aD global traffic. 

Lord Simpson, chief executive 
of GEC, described the purchase 
as“agoodfirststep’’aiilsaidfae 
group planned to move quickly 
to build sales back up to the 
£llbn level they were at before 
the BAe-Marconi znergec 

GEC is paying $29 JO a share 
for RELTEC, which is 80 per 
cent- owned by the US buyout 
specialists Kohlberg Kravis 
Roberts. This represents two 
times sales of $ihn (£6lQm) a 
year and a 36 per cent premium 
to RELTECs dosing price on 
Friday. 

Once the deal is completed, 
half GECs turnover will be in 
the US. Itelecoms will represent 
about 60 per cent of group sales. 

The RELTEC purchase trill 
give GEC access to the “local 
loop” - the last-mile connection 
to domestic and residential cus- 
tomers that is growing at a 
phenomenal rate because of 
the explosion in data, video and 
voice traffic. 

Lord Simpson indicated that 
GECs next acquisition was like- 
ly to be a hi-tech US business 
supplying equipment for Inter- 
net access. But he also said he 
was keen to expand GEC’spres- 



GEC chief Lord Simpson described the REETEC takeover as *a good first move’ into the US telecoms market 


ence in Europe, particularly in 
the German telecoms market 
RELTEC has 6,600 employ- 
ees, net debt erf 5490m and as- 
sets Of $3 61 m. The arquiaatinri 
will lead to a goodwill charge of 
about £L7bn taken against prof- 
its. GEC said the deal would be 
earnings pnhanring from day 
one before goodwill 

GEC expects to achieve ad- 
ditional sales of at least £500m 
by combining its transmission 
equipmentbusinesswith REL- 


TEC's presence in the local 
access market through tele- 
coms operators such as 
Ameritech, AT&T and several of 
the US “baby Bells". 

Fallowing the Marconi de- 
fence electronics sell-off, GEC 
consists of three divisions - 
communications, infor mation 
systems and a rump of busi- 
nesses including its Hotpoint 
domestic appliances joint ven- 
ture and Avery Berfcel weighing 
machines, grouped together 


under the GEC Capital banner: 

Although communications is 
likely to be the focus of GECs 
growth. Lord Simpson said the 
group also aimed to build up the 
information systems division. 
This consists primarily of three 
US businesses -Gilbarco petrol 
pumps. Picker medical imaging 
equipment and Videcrjet, which 
together employ around 10,000. 

Lord Simpson dismissed re- 
ports of a rift between himself 
and GEC finance director John 


Mayo as “fantasy" and “a load 
of nonsense”. He said: “John is 
an exciting gpy to work with who 
deserves a huge pat on the 
back. Personally we also get on 
very very well.” 

He said he remained hopeful 
that the £7.7bn BAe-Marconi 
deal would escape referral to toe 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission, but the RELTEC deal 
was not dependent on the de- 
fence merger being approved. 

Outlook, page 17 


Mirror rejects £972m Trinity bid 


MIRROR GROUP yesterday 
raised the stakes in the 
takeover battle for the nation- 
al newspaper publisher when it 
rejected a £972m bid from Dm- 
ity, the regional newspaper 
group, as ‘inadequate". 

Mirror dismissed the bid, in 
the form of cash and shares, as 
not offering its shareholders a 
sufficient premium to reflect a 
change of control of the com- 
pany. The decision received a 
boost when Phillips & Drew; the 
fond manager that has a 23 per 
cent stake in the company and 
has previously indicated its 
Sympathy for Trinity’s offer; 
supported the board’s stance. 

Trinity decided to press 
ahead and announce its offer 
yesterday after talks between 
the two companies broke down 
at the weekend. Earlier this 
year Trinity and Mirror called 
off talks about a merger be- 
tween the two after opposition 
from David Montgomery, the 
former Mirror chief executive 


by Peter thal Larsen 

who stepped down in January. 

Philip Graf, the group’s chief 
executive, insisted the compa- 
nywas not making a hostile bid. 
However; he withdrew an ear- 
ner offer to Sir Victor Blank, 
Mirror's chairman, to take over 

35 eharrman of the Combined 

group. Mr Graf said he still 
wanted to make John Aiwood, 
Mirror’s new chief executive, 
deputy chief executive of the 
new company. 

Mr Graf raid he was “sur- 
prised" at the speed erf Mirror's 

r es po ns e, nohirh tpftg imlflrply fri 
have given the company time to 
canvass shareholder opinion. 
He also said Mirror Group's 20 
per cent shareholding in Scot- 
tish Media Group, the television 
and newspaper group, was a 
strategic asset “It is not part 
of our acquisition strategy to 
sell bits of the group." 

Trinity’s offer consists of 
0JJ5 new shares and 40p in 



Sir Victor Blank (left), Mirror Group chairman, and 
Philip Graf. chief executive of bidder Trinity 


cash for every Mirror share. 
Trinity shares rose by 9p to 495p 
yesterday helped by a strong 
set of preliminary results for 
1998 that showed underlying 
pre-tax profits rising by 13.4 per 
cent to £ 83 .8m. At yesterday’s 
closing price the offer values 


Mirror shares at 213p each. Mir- 
ror shares closed up 9p at 203p. 

Mr Aiwood is expected to set 
out his strategic view for Mir- 
ror on Thursday when the com- 
pany publishes its preliminary 
results. The company is still 
talking to Regional Indepen- 


dent Media (RIM), the venture 
capital-backed newspaper 
group whose titles include the 
Yorkshire Post, which has al- 
ready had a200p a share cash 
offer for Mirror rejected. 

RIM is this week expected to 
ask the Department of Trade 
and Industry to refer its inter- 
est in Mirror to the Monopolies 
and Mergers Co mmissi on, trig- 
gering an investigation which 
is likely to take more than three 
months. Any bid by Trinity 
would also have to be cleared 
by the MM(^ althoi(gh the com- 
pany has yet to decide whether 
it will pursue its offer 

Mr Graf insisted that an 
offer giving investors shares in 
the combined company would 
be more attractive in the long 
term. “Shareholders have a 
choice; they can cash out or 
stay in a business of this nature, 
this size, and this opportunity. 
TO? believe we can convince in- 
stitutions this is the right thing 
to do,” he said. 


Upbeat 
surveys 
make 
rate cut 
unlikely 

BY LEA PATERSON 


THE WORST could be over for 

I nc manufacturing wrenrfing in 

toe latest figures from the Char- 
tered Institute of Purchasing 
and Supply, fanning specula- 
tion that toe Bank of England 
will leave interest rates un- 
changed tomorrow following its 
monthly rate-setting meeting. 

Near-record consumer cred- 
it numbers provided further ev- 
idence of the UK’s improving 
economic prospects, and the 
FTSE tumbled almost 115 
points as investors reassessed 
the outlook for interest rates. 

Sterling strengthened 0.5p 
to 68p against the euro, and also 

mark* up gm imri against rint. 

lar. On Wall Street, the Dow 
Jones was trading lower in the 
earty afternoon following toe re- 
lease of stnMlge^thaD^)ected 
US data. 

In toe UK, the Chartered 
Institute (rf Purchasing and Sup- 


ply survey of manufacturing 
fo und qgns of stron ger demand, 
particularly for exports. 

The CIPS Purchasing Man- 
agers’ Index - an indicator of 
overall activity in toe sector - 
rose L5 points to 45.5, its high- 
est level since last September 

As the PMI remains below its 
neutral level of 50, toe manu- 
facturing sector remains in de- 
cline, CIPS said. But die rise in 
the index between January and 
Fbbruaiy suggests that the pace 
of decline has slowed. 

Speaking last night at a 
KPMG profitability seminar; 
Eddie George, Governor of the 
Bank of England, said: “We ex- 
pect the slowdown to be com- 
paratively mild and short-lived.” 

Separate consumer credit 
figures published by the Bank of 
England provided further evi- 
dent the UK economy could be 
on course for a soft landing. 

Consumer credit rebounded 
in January to £L4bn, almost dou- 
ble December’s level, and there 
was a near-record rise in the 
value of bank loans and over- 
drafts. Analysts said toe data 
was consistent with January’s 
bounce-back in retail sales and 
indicated that sales should con- 
tixrae to grow. 

Meanwhile, in the US, rate 
cut hopes were dealt another 
blow by robust manufacturing 
and income data. American in- 
comes grew strongly in January, 
while the US Purchasing Man- 
agers’ Index for manufac turing 
surged back over toe critical 50 
mark for the first time in nine 
months. 

In Europe, analysts said the 
European Central Rank seemed 
unlikely to cut rates on Thurs- 
day following stronger-than-ex- 
pected money supply figures 
and hawkish comments from 
ECB officials. 

Christian Noyer; ECB vice- 
president said there seemed no 
reason to cut interest rates “at 
the moment”. 


First Choice Holidays receives bid approach 


THE PROSPECT of farther con- 
solidation in Britain’s holiday in- 
dustry increased yesterday 
when First Choice Holidays re- 
vealed that it has received pp- 
proatto that could lead to a bid 
First Choice, Britain’s third 
largest tour operator; said the 
talks were “higbty conditional” 
and that it would make a farther 
announcement in due course. 
First Choice shares rose 24fip 
to l80p, valuing the company at 
£609m. 


BY NiGEL COPE 

Associate City Editor 

Preussag the German trav- 
el group which is taking control 
of the Thomas Cook travel 
agency business, has been seen 
as a posable bidder for First 
Choice, which only has a small 
retail presence. 

Prrassag acquired a 249 per 
cent stake in Thomas Cook be- 
fore Christmas and will take its 
holding to 51 per cent by Sep- 


tember “Everyone talks to 
everyone and it’s not dear what 
toqy mean by a preliminary ap- 
proach,’' a Preussag spokes- 
woman said. 

Thomson Holidays and Air- 
tours could also be interested 
But these two companies are al- 
ready ranked numbers one and 
two in Britain’s travel industry 
and a bid from either could trig- 
ger an Office of Flair Trading in- 
quiry. 

Airtours made an unsuc- 


cessful bid for First Choice in 
1993 when toe business was 
called Owners Abroad The deal 
was cleared by the competition 
authorities but failed when 
shareholders supported the 
Owners Abroad management 
A Monopolies and Mergers 
investigation into the travel 
industry m 1997 gave the sector 
a dean bfll of health saying it 
was highty competitive and that 
further consolidation was Ubety. 
That led to a spate of deals last 


year as the major travel firms 
had feared they would be forced 
to sell or reduce toe size of their 
high street travel agencies. 

First Choice is third behind 
Thomson and Airtours in 
Britain’s top three tour opera- 
tors, It owns toe Air 2000 airline 
and last June acquired Unijet 
and Hayes & Jarvis, the long- 
haul holiday specialist 

Analysts, who also men- 
tioned Kuoni as a potential bid- 
den said there was HkeJy to be 


keen interest in the business, 
“Thore wffl be a lot of people who 
want a seat at the table on this 
one,” one said. 

First Choice is half-way 
through a three-year re-struc- 
turing programme under Ian 
Clubb. Last year it reported 
profits of £50m on sales of£L2bn. 

The company is starting to 
build up a travel agency busi- 
ness and bought a West Coun- 
try chain last yean It has also 
signed a (teal with the Co-op. 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 


UK SHARES took a tumble 
yesterday, hit by growing worries 
over the direction of British and 
US interest rates. The FTSE 100 
index dosed 1 LL 2 points lower 
at 6,0604, as dealers worried 
that the Bank of England would 
leave rates unchanged tomorrow 
A pick-up m a manufacturing 
survey reinforced fears that the 
recent round of rate cuts would 
grind to a halt An opening loss 

on Wall Street amid fears of a 
rate hike by the Fbd also helped 
dampen sentiment 


NEW YORK 


US SHARES opened lower; with 
stronger-than-expected data on 
manufacturing and incomes 
sparking concern about interest 
rate rises. 

However, shares began to 
claw back ground, with gains in 
banks and brokerages offsetting 
losses elsewhere. By mid- 
afternoon the Dow Jones was 
trading 27.16 points up at 
9 ,333.74. The Nasdaq composite 
was up 9 points at 2,297.08. 

The robust economic data 
undermined the bond market- 


m 

TOKYO 

TOKYO 

1 STOCKS ended lower with 


worries about export earnings 
depressing the Nikkei 225 index, 
which fell by 145.79 points, or 1.01 
per cent, to 24281.75. Export-led 
firms - including Nikon and NEC - 
came under pressure after the 
dollar weakened further against 
toe yen is Tokyo trade Unwinding 
corporate cross-holdings ahead of 
the year-end also dented prices. 

Tra ding volumes were light, 
with 420 million shares changing 
hands, compared wito 469 million 
on Friday. 


BOMBAY 


SHARES SOARED by 3.7 per cent 
to a nine-month index high of 
3.5234S on the back of 
Saturday’s budget Analysts said 
shares would rise farther this 
week after the central bank cut 
interest rates after trading 
ended, although some warned 
that toe bull market was 
“looking too good”, wito most of 
Bombay’s 30-share exchange 
index likely to hit circuit levels 
tomorrow. 

Most markets are dosed 
today for the Holi festival. 


FRANKFURT 


GERMAN SHARES fell by more 
than 2 per cent with mixed 
corporate earnings and fears of a 
US rate rise weighing on 
sentiment The electronically- 
traded Xetra Dax closed down 
I24A9 points, or 2.55 per cent at 
4,779.07. The floor Dax fell 2.6 per 
cent to 4,784^1 points. Deutsche 
Telekom was the only large-cap 
gainer following speculation about 
new investment overseas. 

Meanwhile, the German 
business community continued to 
protest at planned tax reforms. 
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16/BUSINESS 


Sun Life 
may sell 
off GRE 
business 


SUN LIFE and Provincial Hold' 
tags, which last month cata- 
pulted itself into third place in 
the UK general insurance 
league with the £3.-1 bn takeover 
of Guardian Royal Exchange, 
said yesterday that it is consid- 
ering sefltag GEE'S life business. 

The operation contributed 
£435m of premium income last 
year and employs 1.200 staff. 

Sim Life, which yesterday 
posted its offer document to 
GRE shareholders, has also 
increased its estimate of animal 
savings likely to flow from the 
integration of the GRE busi- 
nesses from £50m to £55m. 

Mark Wood, Sun Life chief 
executive, said yesterday the 
group would not be integrating 
GRE's life activities with its 
existing life and pensions oper- 
ations, and has instead placed 
the business in strategic review. 

Sun Life -quoted in London 
but majority owned by AXA, 
the French insurance giant - 


BY ANDREW GARFIELD 

Financial Editor 

pre-sold GRE’s US and German 
businesses ahead of last 
month's agreed takeover to lib- 
erty Mutual and AXA Colonia 
respectively. 

Mr Wood said that, while a 
sale was current]}' not the most 
likely outcome, all options were 
being considered It is hoped to 
complete the review in five 
months. He said; “We have had 
a chance to consider the options. 
But at the end of the review we 
will have a clear view as to how 
we hope to move forward" 

The group is also reviewing 
its options for GRE's Irish busi- 
ness, which is the biggest gen- 
eral insurer in Ireland Some 
Observers said it was the most 
attractive part of the entire 
GRE operation. The Irish busi- 
ness has total annual premium 
income of £220m_ 

Mr Wood said the group 



Chief executive Mark Wood (left) and chairman Lord Douro announced an 11 per cent fall in SL&P profits to £325.6m 


Mark ChUoers 


believed that by improving die 
underwriting performance in 
the GRE businesses to the lev- 
els achieved by Sun Life, the 
group would be aUe to improve 
returns and meet the demand- 
ing hurdle rates set by AXA- He 
said the GRE deal would boost 
earnings even if general insur- 


ance rates remained flat for 
the next two years. 

This is a turnaround story," 
he said “What we befieve die 
deal enables us to do is to 
achieve economies of scale and 
compete at ever decreasing lev- 
els of margins." 

Sun Life has now completed 


Castrol to give back £280m 


SHARES IN Burmah Castrol 
the lubricants to chemicals 
group, surged 5 per cent yes- 
terday when the group unveiled 
be tter-than -expected results 
and a £280m return of capital to 
shareholders. 

The group will distribute the 
capital - £30m more than 
expected - in May by way of a 
shire splityiekfing I31pa share. 
Ordinary shares will be split into 
new ordinary and capital 
shares, and the capital shares 
win be cancelled for cash or loan 
notes. 

Tim Stevenson, chief execu- 
tive, said: “We took the view last 
spring that we bad an extraar- 


BY Andrew verity 

cflnarily strong balance sheet 
that from the shareholders' 
point of view was ineffiefent The 
figure of £280m was the right 
figure given our ongoing acqui- 
sition plans." 

Burmah, which makes and 
distributes fuels and specialist 
chemicals, was hit last year by 
the economic troubles of South- 
east Asia, the strength of ster- 
ling and cost-cutting by the 
international oil majors. 

But the company's results 
revealed that it had escaped the 
worst of the harm. While oper- 
ating profits took a £S5ra hit from 


the strength of sterling, profits 
rose by 1 per cent at constant 
exchange rates. Mr Stevenson 
said cost-cutting in Thailand 
and Malaysia had made up for 
falls in volumes. 

This demonstrates how re- 
silient our businesses are, given 
that 1998 was a particularly dif- 
ficult year in Asia-Pacific. And 
the results were a lot more 
robust than a lot of people 
thought theywould be," he said. 

The shares closed up 44p at 
859p as the City welcomed the 
return of capital. The group is 
seeking permission to buy back 
further shares in the market 
later this year 


EM-year profits, down by 7 
per cent at £245j9m, were also 
better than analysts expected, 
and the dividend will rise to 43p 
a share, up by 6 per cent 

Burmah Castrol no longer 
classified as an ofl business, has 
also embarked on a mgjor re- 
structuring programme. In- 
stead of geographical divisions, 
the group has created four sep- 
arate businesses for consumer 
industrial commercial and 
marine markets. 

The group will spend £ll0m 
initially to achieve savings of 
£20m to £3fanayegc It also [dans 
bolt-on acquisitions togftin mar- - 
feet share in Europeand the US. 
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GREAT COMEDY OFFERS 


* "today The Independent and BBC Radio Collection are offering 
you the compl e te series of Blackadder and the timeless classic 
Fawtty forcers 

* Fans of the hilarious hit series Fawrtty Towers will be delighted 
with the revamped set of BBC audio offers Featuring the antics of 
Basil Fawtty. Although only two series - twelve episodes - of the 
show were made, John Cleese’s creation remains one of the 
funniest and most memorable comedies ever shown 

* Available on both CO and cassette you can purchase volume one, 
two and three For only £6.99 per cassette 

* Whatever your favourite Blackadder Incarnation, pick and 
choose from the full set of this all-in-one collection of audio CDs 
and cassettes 

* From Ms first appearance as a hopeless twit In Dark Ages Britain 
to Ills final days In the trendies during the First World War, the 
entire BUcfc add e r dynasty is available on audio and unbroken for 
the first time 

+ This set contains six cassettes and Is full of saga starring the 
incomparable Rowan Atkinson as Edmond Blackadder himself, the 
series also features Stephen Fry, Hugh Laurie and Tony Robinson 

* Tb order any one of the titles shown call the credit card hotline 
on 0181 576 2236 and have your credit card details ready 

* Alternatively, please fin in your details on the coupon below 
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Pclach completed form and send H together with a cheque or postal order made payable to Video Plus Direct 
lor Include your credit card details) to BBC Radio Collection, PO Box 190, Peterborough PE2 6UW. 


Cede 

Format 

RRP 

Independent 

ISBN 0563 390344 

2 Cassettes 

£8.99 

£6.99 

ISBN 0563 365781 

2 Cassettes 

£8.99 

£6.99 

ISBN 0563 390336 

2 Cassettes 

£8.99 

£6.99 

ISBN 0563 558113 

BCassettes 

£19.99 

£17.99' 

ISBN 0563 225416 

2 Cassettes 

£8.99 ■ 

£6.99 

ISBN 0503 388374 

2 CDs 

£11.99 ' 

£959 

ISBN 0563 225424 

2Cassettes 

£8.99 

£6.99 

ISBN 0563 393262 

^Cassettes 

£8.99 

£6.99 


Title 

Blackadder 1 1 
Blackadder The Third 
Blackadder Goes Forth 
The Blackadder Collection 
Faulty Towers VoLl 
Faulty Towers Vol.i 
Fhwity Towers VoL2 
FawHy Tbwers Vol3 


I enclose a cheque for £ made payable to Video Plus Direct 
Or please charge ray credit card £ : 

□ access QviSA □ MASTERCARD 

EXPIRY DATE □□/CD 
CARDHOLDER'S SIGNATURE 

O Tick if you do not wish to receive direct maul from other carefully 
screened companies whose products or services we feel may be of * 
interest Offer subject to availability. Order ref number AD BB 1644 


£ total 


Grand Total 
: £ 


My details 


Address 


Postcode 
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the integration of the Sun life 
and AXA Equity & Law busi- 
nesses following the 1997 mag- 
o: The group said yesterday that 
90 per cent of the original 
objectives had been met and 
cost savings were now project- 
ed to be running at £47m a year 
- £10m more than planned 


Vehicle 
group 
allays 
debt fear 

be Andrew verity 

MAYFLOWER, the vehicle en- 
gineering groiqi, yesterday pro- 
vided rebrf to investors worTied 
about its debt levels following 
its £ 2 78m hostile takeover of 

• Dennis, the hna chassis mak er 

. ftlayfloweg revealing first 
fuflfyear results since the 
takeover, alloyed concerns that : 
it would find it difficult to man- 
age the £28Lm debt taken on to 
make the cash offer 

Shares in Mayflower plum- 
meted when it first announced 
the audadous bid -trumping an 
agreed offer from Henlys - be- 
cause of the debt involved 

Ybsterday the shares edged 
up a penny in a falling market ! 
to I55p as Mayflower unveiled 
a 26 per centjump in turnover i 
Strong cash flow allowed the j 
company to report interest I 
cover of four times. 

fhll-year profits were up by 
28 per cent to £42.6m, above an- 
alysts' predictions. Profits were 
boosted by a debut contribution 
from Dennis for two months of 
the year to December. 

John Simpson, the chief ex- 
ecutive, said; “We drove cash 
flow better than people expect- 
ed Our debt is down and ana- 
lysts are now writing that we 
have a strong balance sheet" 

Mayflower is stripping out 
some costs from the merges 
dosing Dennis’s head office. 
But Mr Simpson said the main 
objective was to open up new 
markets. The combination of 
Dennis, a bus chassis maker; 
and Mayflower; which makes 
bodywork, would allow buses to 
be sold in one piece. 

Most analysts upgraded 
their forecasts yesterday, citing 
better-than-expected finances 
and a string of new contracts in 
the US. They’ve paid a very fiifl 
price. But in the long run it 
looks like the acquisition may 
work for them,” said one. 


Year’s operating {refits for 
the group as a whole were up by 
14 per cent to £247Jm, with cost 
savings and a strong perfor- 
mance an the life and asset man- 
agement sides making up for 
weaker general insurance; this 
suffered a £35m underwriting 
loss. The previous year has 


been restated pro-forma as if 

Equity & Law bad been includ- 
ed for the entire year 

Pre-tax, the group reported 
profits down from £363 .3m to 
£32Su6m,a M of U per cent The 
total dividend for the year is 
135p a share, an increase of 15 
percent 


Scholey steps in 
at Close Brothers 


SIR DAVID SCHOLEY, one of the 
City’s most p rominent mer chant 

bankers, has agreed to step into 
the breach at Close ^Brothers 
after chairman Michael Moriey 
asked to step down early be- 
cause of illness. 

Sr David was at one stage 
tapped to take over as governor 
of the Bank of England. As chair- 
man of SG Whrburg he negoti- 
ated its takeover by Swiss Bank 
Corporation in 1995. He will take 

riifljfnwn 

atCfoseatthe ’annual meeting 
this autumn. 

Rod Kent; chief executive, 
said yesterday that Mr Motley 
-one of fire original members 
of the -team that bought the 
bank «it fran Consolidated Gdd 
Fields in 1979 - had planned to 
retire next year. 

Mr Kent sakt “We are very 
sony Michael is 1 earing. But we 
have in Sir David someone of 
huge experience to draw on. He 
was eoonnousty supportive of us 
in the earfy days. He personal- 
ly gave us a lot of 
encouragement. We are hoping 
that the wealth of experience he 
brings will help us grow Close 
Brothers.” 


by Andrew Garfield 
F inancial Editor 

Sir David, who also holds 
non-executive directorships of J 
Sainsbuzy Vodafone and the 
BBC, will continue his rde as se- 
nior adviser to Warburg Dillon 
Read. 

MrKmtsaidthfistowdownin 

the llKeconamy was continuing 
although the climate had im- 
proved since last summer's 
“bloodbath” when the group 
warned it would not maintain its 
24-year record of year-on-year 
profit growth. 

Profits at the half year to 31 
Januaiywere down by nearly 10 
per cent to £33 .2m pre-tax, 
although Mr Sent insisted that 
the fell was on a period that in 
historic terms was “heroically 
gpod",aiHlthat the first half was 
ahead oflastyearis second half 

He said the group had also 
turned in a better trading per- 
formance than anticipated. Staff 
costs fell by 5 per cent in spite 
ofanincrease in the head count, 
reflecting lower bonus payouts 
overall. The dividend payout is 
53p, up by 19 per cent The 
shares fell 325p to 665p. 
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BoE*s forum for 
hi-tech finance 

THE BANK of England is to 
convene a new forum next 
month to discuss the 
financing of hi-tech 
companies. It will bring 
together institutional 
investors, venture capitalists 
and hi-tech businesses to •’ 
discuss barriers to equity 
investment in the sector. | 
Announcing the move last 
night governor Eddie 
George said the Bank was 
also concerned about the x 

stock underperformance of 
- srpaii quoted companies. 

Sage buys Tetra , 

SAGE, the accounting 
software group, yesterday •; 
announced its third deal tins . 
year with the takeover of • 
Tetra, the business software, 
supplies for a mixture of 
shares and cash which 
values the company at £76m. 

Paul Walken Sage's chief 
executive, said Tetra’s 
products would help fill a gap 
in the company’s mid-market 
range. Sage would also be - 
able to offer better 
distribution for the products : 
in France, Germany and the 
United States. 

Morse price 

MORSE, the reseller of 
computer servers, will price 
its shares at between 250p 
and 300p when it comes to j 
the stock market later this ] 
month, valuing the compand 
at between £306m and r 

£367m. 

Morse is planning to sell 
88.8 million shares, 24 million 
of which will raise new 
capital for the company, to be 
spent on expanding its 
international operations; The 
group yesterday confirmed it 
had bought a 34 per cent 
shareholding in Partner 
System, a French resellei; for 
Ffr 25m. 

Lilleshall slump 

LRiLE SHALL slumped 
£l8.1m into the red last yeas 
compared with a £3.9m profit 
before tax in 1997, following 
£17.2m losses on disposals as 
the company decided to sell 
off its retail products arm to 
focus on industrial sendees. 

The group, which last 
month warned it was in 
breach of banking covenants 
with Lloyds, has since agreed 
new debt terms with the 
bank, while GE Capital has 
agreed not to enforce its 
redemption rights over £3.8m 
of preference shares in the 
next year in return for 
regular payments as 
disposals are completed. 

Lilleshall shares fell Ip to 
4L5p. 

Correction 

IN SATURDAY’S edition we 
published a picture of Peter 
Rawlins, who was described 
as chief executive at British 
Energy. The chief executive 
at British Energy is in feet 
Peter Hollins. The 
Independent apologises for 
any confusion caused. 
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High cost of Canary Wharf’s success 


WHAT with all the cranes, bnfltfing 
work, the chattering of foreign 

tongues and the general air of eon- 


tkm, it feels quite like the 1980s again 
town here at Canary Whaii Cer- 
W*y you wouldn’t believe this was 
part of near recessionary Britain. 
The complex now even boasts its 
very own financial scandal - based 
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KvingCSFB traders allegedly calling 
themselves the Flaming V^rraris. 
EYomwherewe sit, the level of ac- 
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from the Independent’s City office in 

the South Eastern corner of the ex- 

istmg Canary Wharf towei; to our im- 
mediate Idt rises the r^arcxraiplete 
Citigroup office complex. Immedi- 
ately to the East of that, work has al- 
ready begun on the Salomon Smith 

Barney tower which will event ually 
be finked to the Citigroup building' via 
a connecting trading flooc 

lb its left, the foundations are 
bang laid in the remains of a disused 
dock for Britain’s largest ever nan 


(governmental office block - the 
I HSBC tower. Looking out towards 


• price 

the tVMVi-r ; 
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HSBC tower Looking out towards 
the City the hig h rise cranes fitter 
the horizon. There are luxury hotels, 
apartments, more offices and more 
complexes going up right left and 


to tap the markets for extra money 
this would scan to be it Canary 

Wharf, in rec ei v er ship less than 
sevenyears ago, is a success at last 

Unfortunately, this fairy tale 
comeback for Paul Reichmann and 
his fellow travellers, cannot be said 
to demand unquestioning admira- 
tion. The cost of success, to the tax- 
payer and other regions that might 
have benefited from such develop- 
ment, fe ahigh one. To make it work, 
Canary Wharfhasreqoired the most 
expensive piece of road ever buOt - 
the Limehouse Dnk. 

On top of that comes the Jubilee 
line extension, a stretch of tun- 
nelling of both unprecedented cost. 


and outside servicing the wharf, cf 
highly dubious general worth. With- 
out these two pieces of infrastruc- 
ture, Canary Wharf would still be a 
millstone round its bankers Decks. 
Massive tax breaks, from which 
construction of the HSBC tower will 
continue to benefit, has iurtber sub- 
sidised the planned stock market 
flotation. 

StiH it would be churlish to be un- 
duly cynicaL We are going to have to 
await publication of the prospectus 
to make any kind of inv e stm ent 
judgement on this company but on 
the face of ft, the complex should be 
capable of attracting quite a follow- 
ing. Tbday’s capital structure is 
completely different from the one 
that sunk the venture in the early 
1990s. Most banking debt has been 
securitised against rents, and what 

remains wiD be covered by the pro- 
ceeds of the share sale. 

fixture developments will be fi- 
nanced on a highly conservative 
basis, with the company promising 
to keep speculative development 
(where properties are built without 
tenants to occupy them) to a mini , 
mum. The ohnncfig of the com pany 

going bust again would therefore 
seem remote. Its longer term 
prospects are another mattec With 


rents for new tenants beginning to 
approach those of the City the com- 
plex may need to demonstrate at- 
tractions other than just the promise 
of acres of cheap, modern office 
space to persuade financial institu- 
tions to keep moving east 


Mirror Group 


SO MAYBE David Montgomery was 
right after aH The Ulsterman was 
forced to step down as chief execu- 
tive of Mima: Group in January be- 
cause he was supposedly blocking a 
merger between Mirror and Trinity, 
the regional newspaper publisher 
Yesterday, the Mirror board, minus 
Mr Montgomery rejected an in- 
creased offer from Trinity as inade- 
quate. Even Phillips & Dra^ the 23 
per cent shareholder which was 
previously so in favour of a Mirror- 
TMmty combination, said the offer 
was too low. 

What has changed? A cynical 
conclusion would be that Sr Victor 
Blank, Mirror's chairman, has cooled 
on the prospect of a deal with Trin- 
ity now that he is no longer being 
proxxxi^therote of chairman in the 
combined group. TJlm Mr Mont- 
gomery, he has come to believe that 


Trinity should be forced to pay a pre- 
mium for management controL 

There’smore to it than that, how- 
ever Regional Independent Media, 
backed by deq^podketed venture 
capitalists, has already offered 2Q0p 
in cash for each Mirror share, and 
is considering upping its bid. Even 
after yesterday’s share price jump, 
Trinity's cash-and-shares offer is 
only worth 213p per Mima - share - 
well short of the 220p-230p that an- 
alyst think the company is worth. 

Ultimately these are all just skir- 
mishes in what remains a phoney 
wax: The feet is that, until the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Commission 
has cleared both potential bidders, 
neither is in a position to launch a 
firm offer Given that the MMC in- 
vestigation will take at least three 
months, any discussion of value in 
the meantime is largely fixtQe. 

RIM is likely rp g lgter »*» inter - 
est in Mirror with the Department 
ofltade and Industry this week; trig- 
gering the MMC enquiry The Mir- 
ror board needs Trinity to throw its 
hat m the ring as well, so that there 
are still two bidders around to force 
up the price in three months’ time. 
At the end of all this. Mirror share- 
holders won’t tolerate being left 
empty-handed. 


GEC/RELTEC 


GEORGE SIMPSON is the corporate 
equivalent of a certain type of lady 
driver He has seen plenty of acci- 
dents in the rear-view mirror First 
there was DAF which went into re- 
ceivership just after it bought Ley- 
land Thicks from Him 

Then there was BMW which is 
only now reaping the whirlwind of 
having paid £800m to take Rover off 
George’s hands. Then came Lucas- 
\fcrity which underperformed from 
the day George left and Victor Rice 
arrived. Now ah -s it is no more. 
Maybe British Aerospace will buck 
the trend, but wen so it has un- 
doubtedly paid Lord Simpson a full 
price for Marconi 
So the chief executive of New 
GEC, recently ennobled by New 
Labour; has proved himself a very as- 
tute seller of businesses. What the 
market must nowjudgete how good 
Lord Kmpson is at buying them. 

TOth £2.7lm in tds back pocket -a 
bigger wad than he inherited from 
Lord Weinstock- and a further £4bn 
of credit cm tap, it would be easy for 
him to overpay Particularly so, when 
Lord Simpson is plainly to such a 
hurry to rebuild GEC back to the 


same size it was before he sold the 
defence electronics arm to BAefor 
£7.7bn. 

The beauty of the Simpson ap- 
proach is that toemarfcet never sees 
him coming, which reduces toe risk 
of overpaying. Of all toe targets 
GEC was rumoured to be gunning 
foe RELTEC, an American tele- 
coms equipment supplier; was not 
even on the radar screen. It may be 

big in Cleveland, Ohio, but it is a 
closed book to the investment eom- 
munily over here, and there was not 
a sniff of GECTs interest on theNew 
fork market 

In these days of astronomic val- 
uations in the telecoms sector pay- 
ing two times sales for a business 
which is plugged into the fastest 
growing sector of the market, the 
local loop, does not look exorbitant 
Ftarbis next trick. Lord Simpson has 
earmarked a US high-tech business 
with Internet connections. 

With the US accounting for half 
GEC’s turnover and growing, and 
more than 60 per cent of sales tied 
up in telecoms, Lord Simpson could 
be foigiven far thinking of doingaVic- 
tor and relocating to New York. 
Luckily he is too fond of travelling 
home to Scotland at weekends, and 
too mean to overpay. 
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THE MINISTRY of Defence will 
' this week choose between two 
rival US-led consortia for a 
£750m airborne radar contract 
that is expected to secure at 
east 2.000 jobs in toe UK 
The contest is between 
• Raytheon and a consortium led 
y its US competitor; Lockheed 
:i". Martin. A third biddo; corn- 
rising British Aerospace in 
<irtnership with Northrop 
htamnan. has fallen out of the 
ape. 

Raytheon and the Lockheed 
fluBoxtiuin, which is called Ttea- 
pASTOR, gave evidence in 
arnera to MPs on the Defence 
Select Committee yesterday. 
fj» MoD’s equipment approval 
Ammittee meets on Thursday 
. ‘ b recommend a preferred bid* 
' top and the final decision will 
»made a fortnight after that 


By Michael Harrison 
Business Editor 


by a Cabinet sub-committee 
chaired by the Prime Minister. 

The Raytheon consortium, 
which includes Marconi and 
Shorts of Belfast, is thought to 
be ahead in the contest But 
TbamASTOR is making a late 
bid to snatch vtetaxy, claiming 
that British expertise in air- 
borne surveillance will be lost 
abroad if the rival bid is 
selected 

The export market for the 
airborne stand-off radar system 
is put at around £Sbn. 

Galen Ho, chief executive of 
Lockheed Martin Tactical Sys- 
tems, said: “It would be a trav- 
esty to move and develop this 
world class capability offshore. 
TbamASTOR is the only solu- 


Image analysts at their workstations inside a simulator of the Gulfstream IV aircraft built by TeamASTOR, one 
of two rival US-led consortia bidding for the Ministry of Defence’s £750m airborne radar contract 


torn that keeps design authori- 
ty here.” 

The TeamASTOR consor- 
tium also indudes Marconi as 
well as Racal, Logica and Mar- 
shall Aerospace. It is promising 
that 100 per cent of the work will 
be carried out in the UK, pro- 
viding 2,000 direct high-tech- 
nology jobs. 


However, Raytheon is 
promising to create 2,400 jobs in 
the UK It has signed up 85 UK 
companies as industrial part- 
ners and says that 75 percent 
of the radm* will be built in 
Britain. 

Raytheon’s bid also has the 
support of the leaders of three 
unions: Ken Jackson of the 


AEEU, John Edmonds of the 
General, Municipal and Boiler- 
makers and Roger Lyons of the 
MSF. 

The airborne stand-off radar 
will be fitted into high-speed 
business jets and used to beam 
surveillance pictures and data 
back to military commanders in 
mobile ground stations. 


The Raytheon system will be 
flown in the Bombardier Global 
Express aircraft, which it 
claims is larger; more modern 
and more powerful than the 
Gulfstream IV aircraft which 
TteamASTOR is offering. 

Shorts of Belfast manufac- 
tures 25 per cent of the Global 
Express, supporting 700 jobs, i 


PEARSON AND Ber telsmann, 
the media giants, yesterday 
confirmed that they are plan- 
ning to launch a new Ge rman 
language business newspaper in 
an attempt to break into the Ger- 
man market 

The two companies are 
thought to be preparing to 
spend about £60m over the next 
three years, by which time they 
envisage that the paper will be 
breaking even. 

The paper; which is fikdy to 
be launched next yeax; will be 
printed on the same pink paper 
as toe Financial Times , toe 
business daily owned by Pear- 
son and wiErany the FT brand. 

Gruner + Jahr Bertels- 
mann's newspaper and maga- 
zines division, will supply 
printing and marketing opera- 
tions for the papex; which wfll be 
based in Frankfurt, Germany's 
financial centre. 

However the paper will have 
rtsownstaffwithAndrewGow- 
erSjfrrmerlytheirrsdeputyed- 
itar; taking the editor's chair Mr 
Gowers is now recruiting jour- 
nalist to work cm the paper The 
paper is likely to have an edito- 
rial staff of between 80 and 100. 

The move is a new step for 


by Peter thal Larsen 


Pearson, which is in the middle 
of a £50m investment pro- 
gramme aimed at improving the 
FTs circulation in the US. The 
investment has helped lift sales 
in North America to over 70,000. 

Although the FT 1ms a re- 
spectable circulation in Europe, 
sales in Germany have always 
been low and dominated by a 
bulk distribution deal with 
Lufthansa, the German nation- 
al airline. The counby current- 
ly boasts two German-language 
daily business titles -Hcmdds- 
blatt and Boersen Zeftung - 
while regional titles such as 
frankfurter Algemeine Zeitug 
and Die Wat also have extensive 
business coverage. 

The new German title will 
complement the FT Group’s 
business papers in France mid 
Spain. “The success of Les 
Echos in France mid Expansion 
in Spain encourages us to befieve 
we can build a profitable and suc- 
cessful German language busi- 
ness newspaper in the world's 
third largest economy,” said 
Stephen Hill, the FT Group’s 
chief executive, who will also be 
chairman of the new venture. 
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BICC sells telecoms 
cable unit for £ 82 m 






The world's fastest colour inkjet also 


Food for tuouflht. Not only 
dost the EK°N Stylo* 
Color 90Q tnVjei alt 


it's rivals for quality, it beats made possible by the unique 

them for sp«d. lWOd P f EPS0N M, ' cro Piez0 

EPSON have ptonee«d Variable- Ciystal Printhead. 
Sircd-Droplet Technology which Having created the world's 
actually increases print speed. smallest dot EPSON have just 



Using different sized dots on 
the * 3 mc page and liM« the 
printer can create incredible 
detail with small dots while 
covering simple areas quickly 
with fofoe f ones - It<5 alL 


made it even smaller. Our 
Ultra HicroDot Is less than 
half the width of 


epcON. THERE'S NO COMPARISON. 


EPSON 


THE RESTRUCTURING of 
BICC, the cables and construc- 
tion group, continued yesterday 
with the surprise sale of its 


ness to Coming of the US fra* 
£82m, writes Michael Harrison. 

The sale will further slim 
BICC down, leaving it with just 
an energy a^d data cables divi- 
sion and Balfour Beatty, now 
specialising in rail maintenance 
and buOtilXlg managwnAnf 

Analysts were surprised that 
BICC had decided to quit the 
high growth telecoms sector of 


the cable market, and the 
shares fell by 5p to 8*JL5p. But 
Alan Jones, chieE executive, de- 
fended tbe^ “raffical move” cm the 
grounds that BICC did not have 
the resources to expand toe 
division and invest in the latest 
optical technologies. He said 
toe deal would reduce the , 
volatility of BICCTs earnings 
The business, which has 
2,000 employees, made a £i5m 
loss last year compared with a 
£X7m profit in 1997, due to a 40 1 
per cent decline in prices and 
the Asian economic downturn. 



First National Bank Pic 


BASE RATE 


First National Bank Pic 


OUR BASE LENDING 
RATE “BASE RATE” IS 
REDUCED FROM 

10.75% TO 10.25% 

WITH EFFECT FROM 
1ST MARCH 1999 


first National Bank Pie, first National House. College Road. 
Harrow, Middlesex HA I l FB. Telephone: 0181-861 1313. 




gives you the world's finest quality. 


the average human hair and 
invisible to the naked eye. It's 
these tiny dots that give you 


£***•*■- • •■'Mr' 


the crisp, razor sharp detail. 
It's not often that the world's 
fastest is also foe world's finest 
The EPSON Stylus Color 900 
four colour inkjet gives you 
the best of both worlds. A 
fact that our competitors may 
find hard to swallow. 

The EPSON StyLus Color 990 
is available for around £369. 
We also have a network 


ready version, the EPSON 
Stylos Color 900N. with built-in 
Ethernet interface. 

For a print sample and more 
information on the EPSON colour 
inkjet range call 0800 220 546, 
fax 01442 227 271 or visit 
www.epson.co.uk 
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INTEREST RATE worries, one 
of the market’s favourite bug- 
bears, returned to haunt Foot- 
sie yesterday, dragging the 
index down from last week's 
heady heights. 

Bhie chips were hit hard by 
a classic interest rate double 
whammy, as dealers started 
the week fretting about mon- 
etary policy on both sides of the 
Atlantic. 

Red numbers invaded the 
dealings rooms’ screens amid 
a growing belief that the Bank 
of England will put an end to 
the rate cut bonanza of the last 
few months tomorrow. 

That rate- on-hold feeling 
was given a farther boost by a 
relatively benign manufactur- 
ing sector survey Across the 
pond, the odds of a federal Re- 
serve tightening are shorten- 
ing by the minute and the 
latest batch of economic data 
has given the bears plenty of 
ammunition. 

. Fbotsie was caught in the 
crossfire, tumbling 1142 points 
to 6,060.9. The blue-chip index 
has now fallen back to the lev- 
els reached before last week’s 
record-breaking rally. 


Market 

Report 
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OFEX-LISTED Po Na Na. 
an operator of African 
theme bars, rose 2p to 
I02^p after it unveiled 
merger talks with the rival 
chain. Break for the 
Border, up 1.5p at 42p. 
Break for the Border will 
have to pay more than 
£20m to take control of Po 
Na Na, which owns 15 
venues across the country. 

The African bars’ 
company floated in 1996 
and has a market value of 
£21m. It has talked to 
other quoted companies, 
which could enter the Cray 
if the BfB talks collapse. 


aerospace group, was anoth- 
er high-flyei; reaching a diz2y 
26J5p advance to 973p as it 1 
draws up plans far a £lbn ac- 
quisition spree. 

The Footsie hopeful South 
African Breweries kinkpij off 
its London career with a I9p 
rise to 447p. Most ot the early 
froth was wiped off in later 
trading as SG, among others, 
said sell. BT fell I7p to i063p 
despite being tipped in a new 
Goldman Sachs portfolio , 
which also includes Unilever 
and the Swiss drug group No- 
vartis. 

Supermarkets were left on 
the shelves as rumours of an 
earnings- threatening price 
war grew louden Asda, un- 
changed at 155.5p, is appar- 
ently preparing an assault on 
its rivals by slashing grocery 
prices. Tie campaign is tipped 
to bit Tbsco, down 4.7 per cent 
to 168. 75p, and Safeway. 6p 
lower at 262 .25p. J Sainsbury, 
lp higher at 361^p, and 


The Mirror bid potboiler 
was given new impetus. The 
red-topped paper’s shares 
rose a headline-grabbing 9p to 
203p, after It rejected a 2l0p a 
share offer by Trinity. The bid 
put the heat on Regional In- 
dependent Media, the region- 
al publishes and the backer 
Candover to increase their 
200p approach. 

BMC built a 29 .5p advance 
to 709p as JP Morgan said 
"buy”. A bid far fellow building 
materials producer Alexan- 
der Russell, up 15p at 137.5p, 
is nean No bid fluff far Ag- 
greko. The power hire group, 
once part of Christian 
Salvesen, surged I5p to I98p 
simply because it posted good 
results. 

No such luck for BTP. The 
much-restructured rhpmipflk 
group plunged 20p to a five- 
year low of 296 l5p. The tumble 
put it on top of the mid-cap’s 
list offaDers as sellers stepped 
in ahead of the results season. 

Some of its rivals fared lit- 
tle better; with Laporte down 
18p to 5475p and Yiiie Catto 
down 05p to2505p. The chem- 
istry between the market and 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


Banks and insurers, one of 
the drivers of the recent out- 
peribrmance, led the retreat 
Sellers were encouraged to 
book in profits fay the end of the 
results season and the ex-dhr- 
tdend dates of a number of fi- 
nancial stocks. 

Abbey National was an ex- 
ample of the ex-divi carnage, 
dropping 66p to ll87p. Halifax 
followed suit, ending 32p tower 
at 735p. NatWest was also a 
prominent constituent of the 
ex-divi brigade, tumbling 42p 
to I250p. Royal Bank of Scot- 
land was hit by profit taking 
and showed a 68p deficit to 
1,150 - the biggest Footsie fell- 
er of the day. 

The Woolwich unravelled, 
losing lS5p to 381 .5p as Cred- 
it Lyonnais advised a switch to 
Northern Rock, down 3.5p to 
488p. Among the insurers. Sun 
Life & Provincial rose 2 per 
cent in early trade after good 
results before succumbing to 
the financials’ bloodbath. The 
life assurer, currently buying 
GRE, finished 3p off at 4865p. 

GEC provided a glimpse of 
blue in Fbotsie’s red sea. The 
$2.1 bn buy of the US telecom 
operator Reltec was given the 
thumbs-up by the market and 
the stockrangup a I8p rise to 
5l6p. More is still to come as 
GEC looks to spend the £7.7bn 
received from British Aero- 
space for its Marconi sub- 
sidiary. 

Smiths Industries, the 



MIXED NEWS for 
Chiroscience. The 
biotechnology company 
soared 8.5p to 234p on 
news that its anaesthetic 
Chirocaine is due to be 
approved by the US drug 
regulator. However, the 
product was dropped by 
Zeneca, the *. 
pharmaceutical giant, to 
appease the EU 
regulators that approved 
its merger with Astra. 

Chiroscience is on the 
look-out for a new partner 
and in the meantime 
Zeneca will pay for the 
development of the drag. 
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Somerfield, up 55p at 380p, 
are seen as more resilient 

Marks & Spencer kept 
falling from grace and ended 
an undignified 8J25p lower at 
4ll.25p.^ The retafler was on the 
receiving end of a 70-page 
"sell" note by the broker West- 
LB. The title of the pamphlet 
"It's going to be painful" said 
it all. 

No such doom and gloom 
among the undercard. The 
FTSE 250 got one over its big- 
ger brother, rising 10.1 to 
5£5&4, the Small Cap scraped 
1.3 higher to 2^78.6. 

Bid speculation and good 
results caused all the joy. First 
Choice, the tour operator trav- 
elled 16 per centhigber to 18flp, 
after admitting an approach. 
The talk is of a bid at between 
I75p and 180p with the UK ri- 
vals Airtours, up 18.5p to 495p 
and Thomson, which rose 
li.5p to 180.5p, among the 
favourites. 

The German giant 
Preussag. which has a stake in 
Thomas Cook, and the Swiss 
travel group Kuoni Reisen 
could provide the foreign op- 
position. 


the sector is all wrong and at 
these bargain-basement levels 
bids are more than likely. 
Burmah Castro! was the no- 
table exception, putting on 
44p to 859p after promising a 
£280m return of cash to share- 
holders and reporting good 
profits. 

BICC got out of its awful 
telecommunications cables 
business, with $133m in cash, 
but the shares, once in the 
fbotsie, fell 5.5p to 84J>p. 

Close Brothers, the blue- 
blooded bank, bled 32£p to 
632J5p despite good results 
and the appointment of fanner 
Vfarburg’s supremo David Sc- 
holey as the new chairman. 

Horace Small, a uniform- 
maker, was the market's best 
stock in the market, posting a 
54 per cent advance to 79 J>p 
after selling its operating busi- 
ness and becoming a cash 
shell ready for a reverse 
takeover 

Trio, the money broker, 
cashed in a 2p rise to 9.25p 
after Nittan Capital bought al- 
most 30 per cent from Regent 
Pacific at 1025p. 

Computerlnd crashed 
59.5p to lOOJp after a profit 
warning, while Synstar, the 
computer services company, 
shed another 20p to I38.5p. It 
was floated on Friday at 165p. 
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Billiton down 34% as Aegis set 


for £70m 
US buying 


By Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 


BILLITON: AT A GLANCE 


BILLITON, the mining group, 
reported a 34 per cent fall in 
first-half profits to £l90m yes- 
terday and warned that con- 
tinued weakness in the 
al uminium price could affect 
the fall-year figures. 

Aluminium accounts far 41 
per cent of Billiton’s profits and 
the three month price has fall- 
en to $1180 per tonne, the low- 
est aluminium price ever in 
real terms. Average commod- 
ity prices in January are con- 
tinuing to run below those of 
the same month last year, al- 
though Billiton feels prices 
may have bottomed out 

“It's very hard to see prices 
getting a lot weaker than they 
are today. But the situation 
probably isn’t going to improve 
dramatically in the imm ediate 
future,” said Brian Gilbertson, 
chairman and chief executive. 

Billiton shares have been 
threatened with relegation 
from the TTSE100 index, with 
the newly-floated South African 
Breweries poised to gam entry. 
That would place farther pres- 
sure on the share price. 

But recent strength - the 
shares only dipped a penny to 
i345p on yesterday’s figures - 
may have saved the group 
from expulsion from the Blue 


Market value: £2.9bn, share price 134.5p (-lp) 
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chip index when the FTSE in- 
dices co mmi ttee meets next 
week. 

Billiton is seen by analysts 
as a less balanced exposure to 
the mining sector than rival Rio 
Tinto, which reported only a 10 
per cent dip in profits last 
week The company is less 
well understood in the City 
and is dominated by alumini- 
um, coal and steel although the 


group said yesterday that it 
could use its $2bn warchest to 
become more diversified. It is 
looking at moving into iron 
ore, increasing its copper in- 
terests and adding to its coal 
operations. 

It has already had a busy six 
months buying out minority 
shareholders in some of its in- 
terests and more buy-outs are 
on the agenda. Some $L5bn has 


been invested in the last six 
months as the company seeks 
to take advantage of low asset 
prices. Unit operating costs 
have been cut by 15 per cent 
although analysts say there is 
little fat left to cut 

The cycle could hardly be at 
a worse stage for Billiton, 
which spun off from the South 
African Gencor group in the 
s umm er of 1997. 

But analysts say that hedge 
funds could start buying back 
in as they forecast the alu- 
minium price. Already two US 
value funds, Franklin and Cap- 
ital have built disdosable hold- 
ings. This should provide 
beleaguered shareholders with 
some hope that the turn is not 
faraway. 

But this optimism should be 
tempered by a potential stock 
overhang. Some of the large 
South African shareholders 
such as the International De- 
velopment Corporation of 
South Africa have said they 
want to reduce their holding 
And Weinwort Benson, which 
advised on the float, also ap- 
parently has a 2.5 per cent 
stake which may find its way 
onto the market 

On full-year profit forecasts 
of £2iim the shares trade on a 
forward multiple at 14. A decent 
hold, analysts say, although 
Rio Tinto looks more attractive. 


By Peter Thal Larsen 


Freight slowdown buffets Ocean 


OCEAN GROUP, the interna- 
tional freight and logistics com- 
pany saw its share price fell by 
5 per cent yesterday as the mar- 
ket absorbed the impact of the 
worldwide slowdown in 
demand for freight 
After a strong run in the past 
two weeks, the shares came off 
38p to dose at 804p, in spite of 
a 13 per cent jump in profits 
achieved through careful con- 
trol of margins. 

John Allan, chief executive, 
said the group had been hit by 
the strength of sterling and 
continuing weakening of ex- 
port markets in the developing 
world and South-east Ada. 

“Export volumes have weak- 
ened in markets that are sig- 
nificant for us, including the UK 
But we do antidpate some 


By Andrew Verity 


pick-up in volumes in the sec- 
ond half of the year;” Mr Allan 
said. 

Unlike rival freight compa- 
nies - typically restricted to one 
part of the globe - Ocean has 
succeeded in marketing its ser- 
vices to 99 per cent of the 
world's economies, allowing it 
to give multinationals a single 
port of call for freight services. 

In spite of the worldwide 
slowdown, the company has 
been able to increase profits by 
taking advantage of a glut of air- 
line capadty offered by in- 
ternational carriers. Mr Allan 
has pursued a strategy of be- 
coming one of the world's 
largest buyers of airline space, 
giving the company consider- 



John Allan: Expects the 
second half to pick up FT 


able buying muscle when it 
purchases space from airlines. 

With Asian airlines desper- 
ate to sefl their capacity this has 
allowed Ocean to bargain down 


the price it pays for space and 
to boost profit margins, large- 
ly making up for the fall in total 
volumes. 

The company, which com- 
pleted a £l03m cash return to 
shareholders in December; is 
also planning to spend £173m 
on acquisitions in Europe and 
the US. 

D amian Brewer; an analyst 
with Paribas, the investment 
house, said: “We have Asia be- 
ginning to show the first signs 
of recovery and airlines are the 
first to gear up for that So there 
is a lot of extra capadty, which 
allows for bigger margins. 

"There is still pressure on 
pice in the short term. Butin the 
long term there is strong po- 
tential for recovery, making tins 
a good long-term play" he said 


AEGIS, the media pl annin g 
group, is preparing to spend up 
to £70m on acquisitions this 
year as it seeks to build up its 
presence in the United States 
and extend its network into 
emerging markets. 

Crispin Davis, Aegis chief 
executive, said the company 
was looking for bolt-on acqui- 
sitions in the US, which would 
help it achieve its target of 
becoming the market leader 
over the next five years. “The 
US is 40 per cent of the world 
advertising market,” he said 
“We’ve made a very encour- 
aging start, but the upside is 
enormous." 

In January, Aegis estab- 
lished itself as a mayor player 
in the US by winning an ac- 
count with Pfizer; the phar- 
maceuticals giant, worth 
$280m (£l73mj in annual 
billings. However, Mr Davis 
said the group was still too 
small to pitch for the largest 
accounts awarded by the likes 
of Coca-Cola, Disney and Gen- 
eral Motors. 

Aegjs has accumulated a 
cash pile worth £36.9m, helped 
by its strong cash flow, but the 
company believes it could com- 
fortably cope with £50m of 
debt 

Mr Davis said Aegis was 
preparing to invest in a series 
of joint ventures in Japan, 
China and Taiwan, at a cost of 
about £l0m. But he added that 
the company would hand back 
the money to its shareholders 
if it could not find suitable 
targets. 

He was speaking as Aegis 
reported an li per cent 
increase in pre-tax profits to 
£50.6m for the year to Decem- 
ber, on turnover up by 13 per 
cent to £4L13bn. 

The figures, which lifted 
Aegis shares 2.5p to 123p, 
prompted analysts to edge up 
their profit forecasts to 
£59-5m_ 

Mr Davis said he expected 
the global advertising market 
to grow by 4.5 per cent this 
year. Meanwhile, the explo- 
sion of digital television and the 
Internet would continue to 
drive up demand for Aegis’s 
value-added research ser- 
vices, helping the company to 
lift its gross margins. 


High-rise hero PEOPLE AND 
back home BUSINESS 


DAN FRANK can boast that he 
supervised the construction of 
toetaUestbuildinginEurope- 
and then did the same with the 
tallest building in the world. 

Mr Frank is a senior mem- 
ber of the Canary Wharf con- 
struction team, and is now 
heavily involved in the London 
Docklands development's latest 
splurge ofbuilding. In the 1980s 
he helped oversee the building 
of One Canada Square, which 
when completed was Europe’s 
tallest b uilding (now it’s only the 
tallest in the UK). 

In 1992 Canary Wharf went 
into administration, emerging 
three years later Mr Frank 
spent the “quiet years’ in Kuala 
Lumpur project-managing 
Petronas Tbwers, far and away 
the tallest building in the world. 


BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 



Tony says ta 


Aboard at P&O 


CONGRATS TO Baroness Hogg 
on her appointment to the 


board of the Peninsular and Ori- 
ental Navigation Company 
(P&O) as a non-executive 
director How fitting that she 
should join a company chaired 
by that arch-Tory, Lord Ster- 
ling. She is, of course, married 
to Douglas Hogg; John Major's 
favourite agriculture minister 
during the BSE crisis. 

As plain Sarah Hogg she 
was the first business and City 
editor of this very organ. She 
then became head of the prime 
minister’s policy unit from 1990 
to 1995, the era of the Citizen’s 
Charter; and was in part re- 
sponsible for the Cones Hotline, 
when angry drivers could 
phone up arid complain about 
too many cones on the road. 

Her Other main nlaim to 
fame is that she bought her hus- 
band Douglas the floppy hat 


that he wore as a minister and 
which was much derided by the 
press. 

She is also chairman of Lon- 
don Economics, the consul- 
tancy setup by John Kay, who 
went off lastyear to head up the 
Said Business School at Oxford 
LTniversity. 

Baroness Hogg is the fourth 
new non-exec to be taken on by 
Lord Sterling over the past 
year. Two non-execs are stand- 
ing down. Sir Peter Cazalet, a 
former deputy chairman of BE* 
and John Steele, a retired civil 
servant who was once director- 
general of the transport direc- 
torate of the European 
Commission. 

Meanwhile Lord Sterling, 
63, goes on and on. “There is no 
fixed date far his retirement" 
a P&O spokesman says. 


VISITORS TO the offices of 
Sherwood International which 
supplies computer services to 
insurance companies, can see 
for themselves how highly 
esteemed the business is by 
New Labour. 

Pinned to the noticeboard 
inside the offices at 120 Old 
Broad Street in the City is a 
recent letter from Tony Blair 
thanking Sherwood for its role 
in developing a “cow passport" 
programme. 

The programme was need- 
ed to identify which cows had 
to be culled during the BSE cri- 
sis. Apparently the letter is 
chief executive officer George 
Matthews's pride and joy. 


Life Sciences has launched a 
media training master 
for the men and women in 
white coats. The two-day pro- 
gramme will include “the 
secrets of successful crisis 
management”, which would no 
doubt appeal to employees of 
British Biotech. Then there’s “a 
case study on Dolly the Sheep, 
focusing on the strategic think- 
ing behind the announcement". 


Scots’ lament 


Trained boffins 


THE VARIOUS eggheads, 
boffins and geeks who inhabit 
the life sciences industry are 
about to get a media makeovei; 
if a new training consultancy 
has its way. 

A firm called One Events 


BUMP INTO any Scottish rugby 
fans, and they'll say that if 
Scotland had kicked their 
penalties against the Auld 
Enemy two weeks ago at Twick- 
enham. they would have won. 
They’ll probably add: “If only 
Gavin Hastings was still doing 
the ki cking ." 

Mr Hastings now runs his 
own sports marketing compa- 
ny, Hastings International. Yes- 
terday he joined Joslin Rowe 
Associates, a recruitment firm, 
as a non-executive director. 


E-mail: j.wiUcock@indepen- 
dentco.uk 
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OTHER SPOT RATES 
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LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 
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ENERGY at S. 30PM 
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GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at s:3opm 
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OTHER SPOTS AT 5:30PM 
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SPORT 

European Cop quarter-final: Manchester United face an Intemazionale No 10 who still has a master’s touch 

Keane is 
set on 
shutting 
out Inter 


•Greatness 

has a last 
flowering 


BY GUY HODGSON 


AFTER 20 minutes of unrelenting 
pressure from their visitors on Sat- 
urday night, Internationale finally let 
Juventus know that there were two 
sides on the San Siro pitch. And it 
was one man's doing. 

Roberto Baggio, formerly the 
- world’s greatest player, had started 
the game by disappearing into the 
long shadow of Zinedine Zidane , rrrr - 
rently the world’s greatest player. 
The battle of the two No 10s had been 
going so badly for the little Italian 
that when he was called to take a 
sixth-minute free-kick outside the 
Juventus area, he couldn’t even 
manage to lift it over Zidane, who 
was standing the regulation dis- 
tance away - the most banal error 
imaginable. But eventually he did 
something to remind Zidane, and the 
rest of us, of why, five years ago, he 
was untouchable. 

Collecting the ball near the left- 
hand touchfine, midway inside the 
Juventus half; be advanced cm An- 
tonio Conte, the Ttarin team’s all-pur- 
pose midfielder, and Alessandro 
Birindelli, the resolute right-back. 
Slowing to a stroll, he drew them to- 
wards him. A short ball inside 
seemed a good idea. Instead, with a 
sway of bis hips and a double-shuf- 
fle, he had left both max sitting on 
their pants and was accelerating to- 
wards the penalty area. The crowd 
gasped with delight Next came 
Ciro Ferrara, Juve’s experienced 
Ubero, who advanced to meet the 
threat but was dismissed witha dip 
of the shoulder and a sudden dart 
A third magpie foil to earth. 

And then the gods cried enough, 
as Baggio’s short ball into the goal- 
mouth was smothered in stance of 
bodies. But it bad been an unfor- 
gettable moment a vivid cameo of 
greatness in its last flowering. 

Baggio produced a few more 
pearls as Inter came back into the 
game in the second half, but he 
couldn’t manage to break the stale- 
mate in a scrappy game. A couple 
of beautiful passes to Nicola Vento- 
la. the young substitute centre- 
forward, might have produced a 
goal, and Baggio himself was only 
centimetres away from connecting 
with a wonderful diagonal ball from 
another substitute, Andrea Pirlo, 

who wffl be his successor m the team. 
But justice was served on a team un- 
deserving of more than a point 

In the midst of a frustrating sea- 
son, with their team in sixth place 
in SerieA despite a series of effec- 
tive perfxmances in the Charapjons’ 
League, Inter’s supporters are tak- 
ing some consolation from Baggio's 
efforts. The player, too, is enjoying 
a return to the spotlight after sev- 
eral unsatisfactory seasons. Bought 
from Bologna in the summer; he 
began the season as a deluxe-model 
substitute but forced his way into a 
permanent role with a series of in- 
fluential late appearances, such as 
his performances in Austria, in the 
2-0 win over Sturm Graz in the 
Champions’ League, in the 3-1 home 
win over Real Madrid in the same 
corapetitiorL and most dramatical- 
ly against Roma at the San Siro be- 
fore Christmas, when he came on 
idler 10 minutes of the second half 
with his side behind to the only goal 


Richard 
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and orchestrated a 4-1 triumph, 
scoring two himself. 

There was an immediate outcry 
to let him start the matches. The 
Gazzetta deUo Sport assembled a 
panel of experts, including former 
Inter stars Alessandro Altobelli and 
Robert Boninsegna, who were unan- 
imous in their bdief that Baggio was 
too good to be used as a part-time 
genius. This presented Inter's new 
coach, Mircea Lucescu, with a 
dilemma which neatly resolved itself 
when Ronaldo’s injuries allowed 
the team to take the field with a 
three-man front line - a tridente - 
comprising Baggio. Ivan Zamorano 
and %uri Qjorbaeff. Not, it must be 
added, that the results in domestic 
competition have improved in con- 
sequence, particularly away from 
home, where poor team perfor- 
mances have cost them their chance 
of imp roving on their third and sec- 
ond positions in the last two seasons. 
Against Lazio in Rome 10 days ago, 
in the match that more or less de- 
rided whether Inter would be able 
to mount a challenge for the title, not 
even a final 15 minutes of furious ef- 
fort and invention from Baggio could 
prevent a 1-0 home win for the lead- 
ers. 

Baggio celebrated his 32nd birth- 
day a couple of weeks ago, and 
there are noticeable physical dif- 
ferences between today’s player 
and the Divine Ponytail of 10 years 
ago. The ponytail is gone, for a 
start, and the face has lost its inno- 
cence. The hips are wider; too, al- 
though still narrow enough to slide 
through the gap between Alessan- 
dro Bhindeffi and Antonio Conte. But 
the touch is still there, and the ap- 
preciation of movement around him. 
Even in a ropey game, a film of his 
performance on Saturday night, 
and Zidane's, could be used as a 
master class to show children how 
to shape the body in order to (Erect 
a pass at a difficult angle. 

Yfet it has been a curious career; 
in which the disappointments have 
loomed as large as the triumphs. The 
only Italian player to score goals in 
three World Cup finals, he will nev- 
ertheless be remembered for the one 
he missed - the decisive penalty in 
the shoot-out against Brazil in 1994, 
when he had dragged Arrigo Sac- 
chi’s nondescript team to the final 
by his own unstinting efforts, only to 
foil, drained by mental and physical 
exhaustion, at the final obstacle. 

Long before that there had been 
a sense that Roberto Baggio was a 


man apart He began his career with 
Vicenza, then in the third division, 
in 1982, but a move to Florence three 
years later; at the age of 18, was in- 
terrupted when he injured a knee in 
his final appearance before the 
transfer; A long convalescence de- 
layed his Serie A debut for almost 
two years, but by the time he made 
his international debut in 1988 he 
was already the idol of Fiorentina, 
for whom he scored 55 goals in 130 
games. There were tears from Bag- 
gio and riots from the Florentine fans 


rious decline. Wbrse still, after Elabio 
CapeQo's departure he was joined 
there by Sacchi, a coach for whom 
he privately had no respect 
His experience with Milan cost 
him his place in the national squad 
for Euro 96, but he had already re- 
gained it by the time he made his 
next move, to Bologna for £L7m, in 
ffie summer of 1997 -again spurn- 
ing Inter’s approach. His time in 
Bologna was not without its turbu- 
lent moments, particularly when 
the coach led him to believe that he 


A short ball inside seemed a good idea. Instead, with a 
sway of his hips and a double-shuffle he had left both men 
sitting on their pants. The crowd gasped with delight 


when his £8m transfer to Juventus 
was announced in 1990. Gianni Ag- 
nelli's Fiat fortune had brought foot- 
ball’s most gifted individual to Tbrin, 
for a relationship that lasted five 
years, until another little prince, 
Alessandro Del Piero, came along to 
take the No 10 shirt 

A transfer to Milan in 1995, again 
for £8m, represented the worst 
move of Baggio's career. He turned 
down an approach from Inter to join 
what turned out to be a team in se- 


would be starting the big game 
against Juventus and then dropped 
him to substitute on the morning of 
the match, but it was sufficient 
rehabilitation to persuade Cesare 
Maidmi to take him to France last 
summer. 

And who knows what might have 
happened had Maldini been brave 
enough to drop Del Piero, the na- 
tion’s current pin-up boy, whose 
poor form diminished the whole 
team. Baggio made appearances in 


four of their five matches, and it was 
as a late substitute that he came 
close to changing football history 
when his superb cross-shot in extra 
time almost prevented the quarter- 
final against France from going to 
penalties. He was still, unquestion- 
ably, the class act on the field, but 
for the third time in succession he 
found himself eliminated from the 
World Cup by the most unkind of 
methods. Afterwards, he couldn’t 
sleep. 

He returned from France to join 
yet another club, having finally suc- 
cumbed to Massimo Moratti’s en- 
treaties and made what will 
probably be - although don’t bet on 
it - bis final big move. Manchester 
United should bear in mind that de- 
spite winning SerieA medals with 
Juventus and Milan, and the Uefe 
Cup with Juventus, his record lacks 
a major international trophy. He is 
hoping to play for Dino Zoffin Euro 
2000, but this season's European Cup 
surely represents his last realistic 
chance at dub level, and even in 
Inter’s confused season there is 
enough evidence to attest to his con- 
tinuing ability to influence the tide 
of events. 

The Buddhist who spends his hol- 
idays hunting game in Argentina 
must have needed all his inner re- 


sources to retain a decent perspec- 
tive throughout such a career But, 
interesting^ there wasrt much of the 
old Zen tranquillity in the ex-pony- 
tail’s p e r f ormance on Saturday night. 
He was forever chasing around after 
a whistle-happy referee, arguing the 
toss about foods and offside decisions 
given against the black-and-blues. 
When Ixicescu was asked about it af- 
terwards, toe coach pointed out that, 
in the absence of Giuseppe Bergomi, 
the dub captain, the armband was 
worn by toe goalkeeper; Gianluca 
Pagliuca. “But Robi,” he said, “is the 
captain in the outfield, so it’s his job 
to talk to the referee.” 

So the desire is still there. He is 
not wearing the black and blue 
stripes just in order to secure his 
pension. If tomorrow’s first leg of 
the European Cup quarter-final is 
destined, as the defender Fabio 
Galante predicted this week, to 
turn into “a battle in which tem- 
perament conviction and a spirit of 
saerffice will be more important 
than tactics or technical quality", 
then Roberto Baggio's character is 
unlikely to be found wanting. And 
the talent as we saw in that in- 
delible moment at San Siro on Sat- 
urday, is still his to command. 
Perhaps Old Trafford, too, will get 
something to remember him by. 


THE FRUSTRATING tiling about 
Manchester United’s dismissal 
from the European Cup last season 
was that they emerged from the first 
leg of their quarter-final with the 
assumption the job was half done. 
An away goal at Old Trafford 
pricked that balloon and they are 
anxious not to make the same mis- 
take tomorrow. 

A healthy victory over In- 
temazionale is the preferred option 
but United will be careful not to let 
the Italians leave Manchester with 
a goal that might count double at 
San Siro in two weeks’ time. 

“A win is vital,” Roy Keane, the 
United captain, said, “but we don't 
want to concede any goals. Italian 
teams are very good at .coming to 
places and nicking that precious 
away goal. Then they go home and 
concentrate on finishing you off 
there. 

“Its important we blank them out 
because we are capable of scoring 
a gains t the best in the world. We've 
proved that in Europe this season.” 

Keane was an injured and un- 
comfortable spectator at the cor- 
responding stage of the European 
Cup last season when United se- 
cured a 0-0 draw in Monaco but 
were felled by David Ttezgguet’s 
seventh-minute goal Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer managed an equaliser 
but United were unable to put their 
noses in front 

The feeling within the United 
camp is that they are stronger now 
and better equipped to cope in Eu- 
rope. “We’re not afraid of any team, 
anywhere.” Keane added. “We know 
all the Inter players because most 
of them were in the World Cup. Like 
anybody they have strengths and 
weaknesses.” 

Keane played only 45 minutes 
against Southampton on Saturday, 
scoring United’s opening goal in a 
2-1 win and his presence will be 
highly valued by his manager, Alex 
Ferguson, who believed the Irish- 
man’s injury last season was the 
prime reason why United won noth- 
ing. 

“We have to improve on our per- 
formance against Southampton,” 
Keane said. “We said after that 
match that if we play like that on 
Wednesday well be on our way out 
of the Champions' League.* 4 

Like Keane, Ryan Giggs was 
also injured against Monaco and like 
his captain the Welsh winger was 
unequivocally upbeat yesterday, 
pointing to the £275m paid out in toe 
summer for Jesper Blomqvist, Jaap 
Stam and Dwight Yorke as a reason 
why. 

“The boss spent a lot of money 
but be has bought quality,” Giggs 
said. “It’s added to the strength of 
the whole squad, which we need 
when we are going for something 
like the European Cup. We're as 
well equipped as we can be to win 
it now. Last year when we had in- 
juries we struggled, but not this 
time. 

“There's a hunger at Manches- 
ter United and the European Cup 
is the competition that drives us on. 
It's a long time since the dub won 
it last, so there is pressure. Just like 
when we hadn’t won the League for 
so many years. But we won the 
League and we know that if we can 
beat Inter we've got a great chance 
in Europe this season.” 

United’s chance tomorrow will be 
enhanced by a foil squad to choose 
from. Stam, who missed the 
Southampton game, has recovered 
from a hamstring strain and the 
only slight doubt is Phil Neville, who 
injured a knee on Saturday. 


Lack of rationality mining the spectacle of rugby 


2pm, and Ireland v England in 
Dublin starting at 4pm. 

Last season France v England in 
Paris was shown only on Sky tele- 

doch’s wiles, or more likely Rupert 

, . . 


TEN DAYS ago we had the specta- 
cle of all four nations of the British 

Isles- on a$ some now absurdly call 

them, the British and Irish Isles- 


of one another. 

Some fixture lists had an- 
nounced beforehand that the Whies 
v Ireland fixture would be played 
at WfrmHey a week ago on Sunday. 

as was R’alcsv France last season. 

I had also thought that an attempt 
was to be made throughout the 
Five Nations’ Championship to 
stagger matches, playing one on 
the Saturday, the other on the 

Sunday. . . .. . 

What happened to this foiri> 
sensible proposal I do not know. In- 
stead, on Saturday we are to have 
France v Wales in Paris starting at 


UUVU ** — - ■ * 

Murdoch’s money. Both matches 
will therefore be shown on BBC. 

Though this may sound un- 
grateful, it is too much of a good 
thing ; like eating an entire packet 
of chocolate biscuits, or spending a 
whole day at the Middlesex Sevens. 

I have always believed that the 
normal attention span for most 
spectacles or entertainments is 
about an hour and a half This is why 

plays are mostly too long, operas 
much too long and rugby or football 
matches about right After 80 min- 


utes or so of a ru$jy Test I want to 
put my feet up for half an hour and 
think about what I have seen with- 
out being confronted by the 
prospect of another Test match. 

In a rational world, the Five 
(soon to be Six) Nations would be 
played on successive Saturdays 
and end sometime in April That is 
why earfieu I described the proposal 
for staggered matches as only fair- 
ly sensible. But when did the 
organisation of rugfcy football ever 
have anything to do with rationali- 
ty? Both the Rugby Fbotball Union 
and the Welsh Rugby Union, in dif- 
ferent ways, contrive to make the 
Football Association look like 
Winston ChunchflTs war cabinet 

But for the stubbornness of the 
WRU, there could have been five 
wash clubs playing in the Allied 
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Dunbar Premiership before long. 
Not enough, said the WRU. In feet, 
the English were being unwonted- 
ly generous. On current form only 
four clubs are up to standard: 
Car diff , Swansea, Llanelli and 
Pontypridd 


There remains, however; a cer- 
tain puzzle. Historically, Welsh 
rugby was based on the domination 
of the first ihree of these dubs. New- 
port were originally linked with 
them as a fourth. But the fortunes 
of the Monmouthshire dub steadi- 
ly declined. Cardiff and the two West 
Wales dubs were joined by one 
other. Bridgend in toe 1960s, Pon- 
typool in toe 1970s, Neath in toe 
1980s and Pontypridd in the 1990s. 

In othffl: words, Wfeish rugby was 
always based on a small number of 
dubs forever playing one another; 
sometimes four times a season. 

The Anglo -Welsh fixtures were 
popular with English fans and Welsh 
exiles alike. But in toe new con- 
finement of the Welsh dubs behind 
Offe's Dyke, a great mythology has 
grown up around those matches. 


The big Welsh chibs, at any rate, ap- 
peared to regard them less as seri- 
ous business than asa branch of the 
light entertainment industry. 

When Llanelli played Harlequins 
at Twickenham in September (for 
in those days the Quins would play 
their pre-Christinas matches at 
HQ rather than at The Stoop) sev- 
eral members of toe visiting side 
usually seemed to have been picked 
up by toe bus inHendy to mate up 
the numbers. 

No, the change is that, with pro- 
fessionalism and toe Premiership, 
the standard of English dub rugby 
has become unrecognisable - even 
though it has been raised more by 
imported players than by the home- 
grown variety. It may be significant 
that, in toe two internationals nine 
days ago, Ireland had nine players 


from toe Premiership, Scotland 
seven and Wales only three. 

Unusually by the way I found my- 
self paying formy ticket for the Eng- 
land^ v Scotland match. Attend who 
lives near Twickenham had en- 
tered a raffle organised by the RFU 
in an attempt to buy off local resi- 
dents for toe inconvenience caused 
to them by international matches. 
He won a prize and was supplied 
with two tickets. He still had to pay 
for them, however- £32 each - and 
I duly reimbursed him for one. 

A few months previously I had 
paid half that, to hear Alfred Bren- 
del play Mozart and Sdmbert for 
slightly longer than the duration of 
a rugby match. Listening to Bren- 
del playing toe piano was more en- 
joyable and better value than 
watching England playing rugby. 
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Gyllene misses Cheltenham 


FROM HERE on in punters do 
not really want to pick up the 
papers. They would dose down 
the National Grid to cut off 
televisions and radios as wdh 
because Grom this point there 
can be only bad news about 
horses and fancies for the Chel- 
tenham Festival. 

The trials, the main work, 
have been completed and now 
there is the dodging, trainers 
trying to sidestep the bacteria 
that can visit their stables, the 
stones that can be found by a 
galloping hoo£ Hie ante-post 
vouchers are all denched be- 
tween crossed fingers. 

A first notable absentee 
emerged yesterday when Lord 
Gyllene, the winner of the post- 
poned 1997 Grand National, 
was reported to have met with 
a setback and will not now be 
among the players who con- 
gregate to entertain us at the 
foot of Cleeve Hill. 

Lord Gyllene would probably 
not have won at the festival but 
his presence would certainly 
have enhanced the occasion. 
Few horses have ever made the 
Ain tree fences look so in- 
significant, but the ll-year-old 
wfll now recuperate rather than 
participate as he attempts to 
win back his crown. 

“During routine work over 
the weekend Lord Gyllene 
pulled a muscle behind the 
saddle and so wiQ only be walk- 
ing for the next 10 days,” Steve 
Brooksbaw, the gelding’s train- 
er; said yesterday. “Therefore 
he will not be going to Chel- 
tenham. We noticed it after he 
had worked and the vet said we 
shouldn't have anyone on ids 
back for the next 10 days. We 
will look for another race before 
the Grand National, possibly 
over hurdles." 

The injury to Earthmoveris 
seriously damaged pride fol- 
lowing his pale effort behind 
Young Kenny in the Greenalls 


BY Richard Edmondson 

Grand National Trial at Hay- 
dock on Saturday. The eight- 
year-old comfortably beat off 
Ihe challenge of one of his co- 
favourites, Island Chief, but 
that was ttie only one of the 11 
finishers behmd him That was 
not good enough from last sea- 
son's Fbxhunters’ Chase winner 
who went into the contest as a 
wild card for toe Gold Cup itsd£ 
The Blue Riband is beginning 
to look a forlorn objective. 

Paul Nicholls may have per- 
versely been anticipating some 

sort of physical affliction to ex- 
plain Earthmover’s effort in 
Lancashire, but the horse has 
been in hearty form since the 
weekend While a stable lass 
has been liberating the gelding 
from behind a door; Nicholls has 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Eskleybrook 
(Leicester 2.20) 

NB: Northern Saddler 
(Leicester 4.50) 


been af fecting a similar action 
with the drawing board. 

“He’s fine after Saturday,” 
the Ditch eat trainer reported 
yesterday “Vfe don't know what 
we are going to do with him yet, 
but he would appreciate better 
ground. I will sort it out with toe 
owner and discuss what to do, 
at the moment plans are fluid.” 

The Champion. Hurdle, looks 
likely to go ahead without any 
input from Deep Water; a con- 
vincing winner of the Glenlivet 
Anniversary Hurdle , at Liver- 
pool last year. Micky Ham- 
mond’s runner is more fikefy to 
show his mettle in the Scottish 
Champion Hurdle at Ayr next 
month. “I just felt that to have 
gone to Cheltenham the yard 
would have to be ringing, but we 
have not had the right prepa- 
ration and there is always next 
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~m BaawQAPOftmw^P* w w w w a 

tee HBCHHOUTFHi^Btoat 81 7-1 7-1 81 8) 

tj « w ** eh 

ra. aBErsHOTiB*^7yiM an g-i 25-1 a» g-i 

UF HOWWGWIBMqMBjOTai 391 gl »1 3M XU 


NATIONAL HUNT HANDICAP CHASE (3m 11) 

C H l 8 

tn STS’ CTCPmEHMy 9)0 81 7-1 7-1 81 

m BUUCQgPBtegntOyj Ol C-l C-1 tt-1 

OW WUMSMBWfPBamrtBiQ . ±t T2-1 O-i 81 

MB PBLBMPmtoftc W-1 81 81 0-1 

MB OBgHBMr JOdCyi aw 81 6-1 SI 

EtoheM rpeterfeat* ptow J, Z 3 * jOetortn toad* Wfctartl 


ROYAL & SUNALLIANCE NOVICE HURDLE (2m 51} 


iw amnMT68rty«pM«i 

TO 4lSMWPBAlWErWI*feW%0BaWl 

1-B CMPM»L«U.)IMateH»>te7t 

an BBiuJWiHM><ioi»a» 

M2 BUOgBEHltaiCtaaiTtateto 


81 M 21 M H 

7-2 M 97 7-2 • 54 

e-i p-i <tt 7-1 7-i 

6-1 in tin 81 B-1 

81 81 in O-I W-1 


Emerald Statement (Barry Fenton) leads on his way to victory at Hampton yesterday Julian Herbert/ ARsport 


yean” the trainer said. “I think 
he will take his chance in the 
Scottish Champion Hurdle and 
he wont necessarily have a 
race before. He won first time 
out last season and is not a dif- 
ficult horse to get reaffy” 
Lord Lamb. Mary Revefey's 
talented hurdler; will next be 


seai on Merseyside, though 
he will take the oblique route of 
a spin on toe Flat before he 
goes to Aintxee. The grey had 
originally been steered towards 
easy pi ckings at Kelso on Fri- 
day, but the agenda has 
(hanged after his unexpected 
defeat on heavy ground at New- 


castle recently “He’s just been 
turned away, but he’s nearly 

t ipm dy to start i^antorTn ga gain, 1 " 

Reveley said. “Hell have his 
next run on the Flat at Don- 
caster and then he’ll go back 
over hurdles at Liverpool.’’ 

The charms of toe borders 
have also persuaded the con- 


nections of Crazy Horse to for- 
sake the Festival in Javourof the 
Scottish course. “He’s entered 
at Cheltenham [in the Supreme 
Novices' Hurdle] but it’s a big 
race on Friday [the Homes sy 
Cognac Series Final] and the 
plan is to go there,” Leu Lungo, 
the trainer; sa id 


Leicester 


2.20 Eskleybrook 
2.50 Uver Bird (nb) 
3J20 Peveril Pendragon 


HYPERION 

3.50 Samuel Wllderspin 
4 .20 Strong Vision 

4.50 NORTHERN SADDLER (nap) 


GOING: Soft (Heavy patch by the muting post) 

■ RttK-bond, undriattag course Ruvta of 250yds- 

■ Come Is am SE of oty off AS. Lriceaa station (London. St Pancras - Sheffield 
me) 2m ADMISSION: CMb £13; TattaraaH £10 (OAPs ES) Pfcrtc car park £25 Stkrtta 
car and bur occupante Free racecards. CAR PARK: Ran 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 19-80 (218%). D Nlchoteon 12-54 (222%). N Hen- 
derson fl-35 Mrs J Pttmsn H-50 (22%). N TWiston-OavtM 7-30 (233%) 

N LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 16-60 (2&7%). U A Fitzgerald 13-56 (2a2%) A 
Maguire 13-67 J Osborne 7-37 (BBt.). G Bradley 7-39 (T79%V 

■ FAVOURITES: W2-2S7 (355%). 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNFEHS; Chi of Chippie (220) and Copporhuret (320) hare 
bean sent 2B4 miss 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. , 

9^Q| PICKWELL NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
_J £4,000 added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £3,496 

i «5PB REFLEX COUHB1 (14) (Harm Tuder) J Upson 7 tl fl AThoratoo 

» F-<2M CATlERME'SWAy (GO) (R KCani) ATunal 7 ti 5 MAFSzpmid 

3 -&C22 StSTEH GALE (23) (Ben V&n Praa^T tfe S SriBi 7 Tl 2 MrJCrerteyQ 

« 02DD4I BELUCKWO (60)(MG\jBRi) WlflfcTcciiSIlD SWyem 

5 0420*4 (WBIUL STYLE (14) $lytn ftttnera) G Baling 5 Dtt B Fwton B 

5 2-020 RGHTWCTW5 (15) 9**. Shills) ifes K Mote 7 DO .VSMtaryV 

7 IHW ESXLETBROQK (12) (VYG«t*i) NTWeOTvOartBBg 07, CUmeflyii 

6 2UCWS THEHRTCHEHPO)C105) (CVSadwOdiDCaiTtftjTI 03 DLaeby 

8 6W225 CRBWaOY(29)(KBarrtKB6fiopT)00 HQraene 

TO *BRF W&BURN BOY (SS) (K Jonasl U Sheppard 700 B WOgtrtS) B 

it 3P0U5P O^CHtPHEnaia^ Pamrt*) WKaipG O0_ .- BPoeeBB 

-11 dadered- 

UMrumMtgfr 10 k To* handicap ■og«5- CrodoBof9anai.Wet)uinBor9st HbOsefChippe 
Sta95L 

BETTING: M OMiiT WSf, 4-1 Beta CttortK 5-1 RglHtag ThnM. 6-1 Eotdeytjrock. SbMrGNo. 
W-1 Crete Boy, 12-1 Ortmal Style. 14-1 The Hath*. 16-1 HHtom Boy, 26-1 others 
990 Master Mano Q X) C a Thcnssi w-1 (BAherlEran 

FORM GUIDE 

RsRanCourisr; Has s how n pro n e w w noroe drama daspteiuffipr igp igblH T a . Looted 
to Be struggbig n 4®, place when brought down 3 out at Sodgefietd (&n5l good) bat 
tnw 

CattMrhw'a Way: Won aitfar wait a Huntrgdon (am good to soli) «i December 
OsuxwrtngithhBre (2mH good Kisottjnact tone and Step may help 

Staar Gale: Moderate now* chaser, faltered by her 2nd to Tumpale mCsttandt (jni l 
good) las month UrtBefy to stay Bie tnp an the much ante grand 
Rahiddno: Noucatondcap hunJer Fast oubng since M3y. 1997 and first tut snee 
ksamg John OShea. Not lagNy glad on rfiasing eWsut. but H>ay hi need the rut 
Oriental Style: Urve&obH and bids Kde under presama Lost touch atar the Bth when 
4fft to BoUevoid Bay hem (Snll good to soft) on 3td rut wa fences last ram 
Flghttng Times: Made al to «m a Newton Abbot C&n heavy) last morth. Soon taled 
off a Haretad C2m. good) rwrt tone and best watched utti showing more sparMa 
EaMeybraolc Fated to stay 3n when piAed up last taite on fast rut lor new yard. Beat- 
en 45V ten g ths w hen apt to Legal Rght at Lutfow pv.-m. good to settt h January but 
chance n weaK race 

The Hatcher: Fust outng smee May vrfwi 6th (beaten 67 kjngtfts) to Orienoi Boy at 
Newton Abbot (2mSL scffl m Ncvwrtber Long byoff Bely to tad t*n out «i this groinj 
Credo Boy: Sated by the (pound, but one- paced. Probably better with etestofsta- 
trwa and had erery chance 3 out when si 8 length 2nd to Total Joy atflunpion flmit 
heavy) n January 

WMbom Boy: Wremg pointer on good to firm Promsng chasing debut ntftsi 4th to 
Fbgib at llei e tard OmU gcodl r December and gong s aganst hm 
Chief CMpphS Poor no«e hatterichiset Only term over fences the season when 
3rd of 4 factors (beaten dstencel to The Sn«« Bum at Hexham (3mll heavy) n No- 
vember 

VERDICT Most of these locked doomed to stfl be maidens at the end of the sea- 
son and the dcapocurmng Reties Courier wl go dose If jutipng better. Catherine's 
Way ran no sort of race here lost tome and a dance e. taten wan ESKLEYBROOK. 
r\ded on he first ouOng tor Mg & TweavOanets over three 1 rites at Tautton last 
mondi the snorter tea w* be mare n ta favour and he 0 vi a tab mark on ha first 
run «i a hardcap 


In c/i I DRAGON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 
£!^lJ 2 rt Tf 1 10yds Penalty Value £3^60 

1 r<BCQ LKHt BSD (33) (□) parh QatePartfiOhja Use VWfcmS 9120 „.hWHsnwoo 

2 -ZF33 JAZZMAN (40| (OniDpharShMltnQ GMcCbUt 711 1 EMafand 

3 1/403 HJtGJfl(FH) (24) (AT A Mates) T Casey 7 Dfi MARtzgmid 

4 UF/RJ3 ROCtCT RORK (33) 0 IA3 Hxy QeaJO) G BeUng T3C7 BFntm 

5 23F33 DADDY DANCH1 pi) 114) (R F Jcnes) fcte P Fod 8 10 4 OMcflwl^ 

fl 44-F3S HAOAMUUCXnijma^C^iilMNIWteDnOMaxil CUwatyo 

BETTING: 64 Lhrsr BM. S3 lladaei Mudk, M Jasnoo, 7-1 QUgrt, 16-1 Daddy Dancer, Rocky 
QB& Debt 01 Hrmr 2)110 A Jdmson 20-1 (RLMBran 
FORM GUIDE 

Utrer BlnhWInniig lUffiMttteMrh Wand. Acts on soft grouid (won twee on heary) 
as) ahowed he stays ttte trip whoi aucoessU kt 3m handcap dten at Corlr ki Apri 
Jaarif i: Wrung tsarlet best effort over tancee whan 2nd Id A n*tea at Ibwcester 
C’ten good) in Octobat 3n> to Zaggy Lena at fudon pm3t aoft) last tkne and may 
need testa- (pound 

BUgrfc Rrel outing over tanoas here but wertegchaasr over 27-m (heavy) In France 
Promtete g 3rd to Door To Door over tsarlaa at Sandown lyfwn. good to aolt) test ttma 
Rochy Perfc: Stays weA but onepacad and haa not not lor over 4 years notably 
Battered by hs2nd to Da x eMyoudiop at 1 Wncarnon (3rm( good to scat) teat Bme and 
raised 3D 

Daddy Dancer Wkrter orer bnesa h Franca Looked to need farther whan 3rd to 
Regaraague here (Tfan good to soft) lest month and nan off die same marie 
Marfwm Muck: Going war whan fafttg on her chasing debut at Fontwel pVvn, good 
to soft) In December Raced twice ov e r fa nces tenoa and looto on a fair handeap marie 
VERDICT: UVER BIRD has akeedy non over £20000 on Hand and tfiranlfene- 
tte Wflfams record of Irrproviig horaes he snodd be up to conceding weltf U away 
hero. EMgri has his fast tin ow tencaa lor Tkrry O aa ay and though he shaped wel 
(Mr ludee at Sendown test mardh the stabte hara not fad a wtener tar over seven 
weeks 

fo o n I SYSTON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) £4,000 added 
l^'^l 2m 4f 110yds Penally Value £3^14 

1 5BF43- RB)BEM((ME)(BmTMQSnaiEantVnd RJatnson 

2 -64440 FLAPJACK LAD (3fi) p) (T H Omdsy) N TwttrvCteuwi O tl 9 CUmfiyn 

3 4MOO BOMN RUN (12) (D) (PSaMRHsitoH 2)110 — PHoSn 

4 54PPO0 COTPERHURST (30) (D) (WtKarrp) wKarpBPS atawfl 

5 583*50 PEVSffl. reiDRAQOH (15) (Us E A Ha^codg G Batteg 5 2)5 BFWon 

6 P300D5 BRCNfmKmKMG (13) (Oib Grar^C Grate 2)0 MrJCtoeteyB 

7 F4P40 STAGE PLATER (2*1) (C)(D)(llBCJECame) MssC CsreadeO CIMb 

_ j _ 

Mrenun •ng ht Wte: Te» handeap aelghB: ftwnah King M J3& Sag* Pbyo- 9H 12fe 
BETTING: 34 Rsd Bean. 10030 ftevsrt Antdnfloa, 9-2 CappartusL 9-1 Indan Ron. Ftepbck 
Lad, 8-1 BkuwuuBi King, 33-1 Stags Ptayw 
GTO Who Am 1 0 e e A Thornton rt-2 (H Attar) eran 

FORM GUIDE 

Red Bean: One tame ueeM 2m choao. Retume from an Ti -month tayoft and ch a nge 
of stable Acts an any going and tlto tower ttrat whan 2nd to PhBpb Vtoody at Sandmn 
(yfcm. good to firm) test season 

Flapiacfc Lad: Fair handbap chases yet to sbta lomi ttte seasoi and on aril b tower 
mark than whan wiring at Chepstow (37-m. heavy) In Aprt. Rip bote on the short 
side now 

Indian Run: Suted by plenty of £fre in Ihe gnxnd and has wan twice at Armpton 

(2m5l heavy) (Ns season. StBGbisgher then laest success kiJanutey aid lomd 3m 

too ta teat oma 

CopperhureC Prontslng 2nd n Va^t Test an reappearance <2 Kelso (knit aoft) In 
Octoba. Deappointng snoe and has been (feeppea Bto but needs terttta 
Paired) Pendragon: Add 13) an chassig debut when never newer Oth of W to Lough 
Lein Spirt at Hereford (3m3t good) last month. Has been Chopped 4b and good drenca 
an fumes term 

Brawnreth King: EjrJrth handeep chasa. won once over fences et GNwey CZVn. 
goocQ. VNteatoned 8 out when Sth to Gate Foree on first rut lor new yard at MueeoF 
butpi |3n good to firm) test month 

Stag* Player: mto r a n wimng hudter/chasa. Needs fast ground and on the down- 
grade. Raterne afta a 7 month Break and one o rule cut as stable oi tong toaung mi 

VERDICT: Red Bean crx4d end a teen apel tor Simon Eerie here but PEVERIL 
PB4DRAGON b just profored as he should hare the advantage n fitness. AAhough 
Tbby Btering has not had a me fw mty three months ths flve^ear-old may hare 
mare scope than to aider nvsts. 

IO ca| RUTLAND WATER NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £6,0Qp 
added 2m 7t 110yds Penalty Value £4^98 

1 43ee SAMUH.vnLD8tSPW(Si)(SOTahAndSBares)DNdtoson7 H4 — RJehosen 

2 1-3HD GRETTCW (12) (D) {Tm CbreB* Bftow6tll2 BFsakai 

3 *4483 LOTHIAN CGMHAMIER (14) (Roger Bribmy) D IfcCtei 7tfl SBradeyB 

4 /66M 9Bffi>CLEAN (14) IMtsAngtelnrf^TCssay 7 US ATbomtan 

5 Oar fBDKUEBiOfaUBS {832) N TtotoDaws BU7 CUra—yn 

EETTMQ: M Ssreusl Wldaipta. 741 Swrep Cteai. 1H Greyton, 29-1 HsMkpreanofOtabs, 25-1 
LotttenCorsUHnder 

BTO- Maiadns B W12 D Leahy 91 (Ms J Pitman) 6 ran 


FORM GUIDE 

Samuel Wfderap ln : PrortoinB novice chaser; but broke a blood treaaeiwfwn wtontog 
at Warwick (27am. soft) In Joiuvy: 2nd to Fkuey Wbod at Chettenham (amst soft) 
nod tkne and wi be hard to beet 

Grayton: Wbatig frteh porter (Stl yiekfcg) ri May end placed twin ova hunfiee fer 
near yard. Stable tore not had a wtmar tor seven waters nl wi frsl aaster races 
Lothtan Commander Uskkn hurdar and poor retece chasat Kapt on at one pace 
fitan 2 out when 3rd to TUmpote te Sedgelield pm3L good) tea tens and tou^i task 

haw 

Sareap Clean: ftonatogfirat effort far new yard on chashgdabut whan 3nf to Bodb- 
vanl Bay hm pnK good to soft} last morah. Lochs am to wti a novtoe chasa. but 
2nd ptece looks to beet hope here 

HahBqueanofcfctoK Oaring dabut Hbs not run since ftetehto g 14th of 20 (Samuel 
WMerapin Oh) to &nNHFte race it Ayr (good) to Aprl TOT 

VERDICT ft n hard to oppose SAMUB. W&DERSP1N. even though he woUU 
have only been third to FtodayWtaodlf.UnsinlBbteBcwir had not (Men two out atCtosl- 
tortiem to January and has twice brohsn btood vesaste this season He beat CheerM 
Aspect tan teigihs at Wtanrick to January and the nnnsHto went on to win eaeiy et 
TbwcestK 


GREAT GLEN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) E4.000 added 
2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £2£24 


fltoMSi'iqraarilBOddLpiEa 1. 2 3(CWSdrii. HMrady 17 tort) 


QUEEN MOTHER CHAMPION CHASE (2m) 
CHIU 

4a BWEDoaaajiteHXnytfogg k n w 4-1 

M CAaB3U«MCP Refute gyc 128 4-1 9-1 4-1 « 

20* DBEcrHDUIEJHJdiBqoayiat (M 7-1 *5-1 tfc 

294 ASKTOMTto t))oQ< M 124 PI 191 

aa CSEATECtotiBioeg ' B-1 O-l B-1 14-1 

BKfreqrapatertaoDtAphcsi1.Z3(CteMa)antetaKiy1714BCfy'-«eiaui 


CORAL CUP HANDICAP HURDLE (2m 5f) 

‘ C H l S 


323 GMANT MOSS MRpe 5)0 91 1 -1 IK 


291 EASTBIROSSNHntesaiGyD 12-1 -I -1 191 


2-02 SR TALBOT J Of 4yo D1 


£tofM9aeawasixtt.pbBHl.2Z4|aHta*faatotaihrf7MBcfy 


ROYAL & SUNALLIANCE NOVICE CHASE (3m If) 


inn MCXDU2QE0DsdyM7ycn414b 


R22 Sren>DNdBten7)0lia«) 


tn imnxu u^Msynktsb 


Bn KAPOBHOWAinABQaavnodfl>oW4b- 
IF23 LGN)aF'nEinB1Q9w«aad7yoild4b 


c H L 5 T 


84 2-1 W 2-1 94 


81 81 81 134 81 


M 81 M 7-1 7-1 


191 191 191 191 191 
7-1 *1 191 191 194 


396 FBVmflLL (B3) (Ms R A l«snf*v«|lfeKKngt4 6 11 3 — 
P0fl9 NO NATTH1 (478) CffctaasCoapwl RRorefl 1 3 


-JCdbty 

BRteon 


39584 ROHANCSI R [UMwftklbiJBoadusq NTvmnMsiSTI 3.CUwMlyB B 
FU9F STRONG VEION 02) OFW Buchan) KBriw8h 3 NMm 


4 FlfiF STRONG VKK3N (22) 0 F W Buchan) KBaOy8 11 3 NWMwreon 

5 SMW TELARLfTOCE (D) (tod Krby) F Krby 8 11 3 GBuppNffl 

-Sdstorsd- ■* 

BETTMfc 7-* 9tmno Virion, 19« taste 94 FwiyML^ 19-1 No Mrilac 3M tolapa Prim 
BBB: Sheteb 7 It 0 G May 198 (C Books) 7 rsn 

FORM GUIDE 

Fsnyhflb looks toe type to do wsl ova tomes, but nods mtstskes end soon rated 
off whsn 9th to Lefa Be Frar* an to c h a rin g debut fare P'/m, goad) to Dscemba 
May do better r tkne 

No Hatton Chastog debut Shared nathtog in 2 nodes hade run teat season and 
too made no show In 8 outtop to orrisr conpony to BB6-7 
R*naaoer..VJedU jurerfie ludw, but beconiig rSsspprrittog. Btetared tor the first 
thie orer tancee when 4tfi to HoldtoictoOO at Fontwel pm3( good) test wwdt and wl 
not Ind many enter appartaritaa ton tto 

Sreng Vision: promte i i u run on only outing tot season wtoan 2nd to Spandng Cone 
at TDreea la P’/m. sore TMsd off n 3rd whsn fefi nod time, but should not be ter 

w«y 

totapa Prince: Esc-lrteti novice chasa and sold lor only 2£00gns to August teSed off 
al 3 outings for new yard orer fances at dstsnces up to Bnlf 
VERDICT: Romancer la again equipped with the btahers he me ova hudre 
to* has never reeBy tooted tee stag to foncee. STRONG VISION wesstence be- 
htod when he took a heavy fal te 4a last et Fontw^ toree weeks age* but could be 
worth another donee A pototto-potot wtonar to kriwid. to riabto b ahowteg sigre of 
a reviwl dta a cutet spot end to aecond to Sparitog Cone at lowcesta tea season 
B better Ihoi anything tto field hare ac We red. 

I A cn| OAKHAM HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 
l H,au l 2m If Penalty Value £3^48 

1 -9*3) CaiTMJRBB>RESS(3G)(CO)tCwteaRictogU4ASeBB»7CO -HkftqmtU 

2 6D9P MUSIC PIEASETM4 91 EchgnNB fteeea 7 Tits HrHEpbpswp) 

3 F2438 COLOfB-BLAZfo (KM) (G)(Bf)(TW&kteoarafa4M»H Knight 7118 — JCriloty 

4 0FP3P1 B0(A£VAR0BAY (14)KX)JWsPRDbreev0lksPFtobaa3ienQ.— JAUcCritey 

5 44220 NORTHBW SAD0LH1 (IB) (6)pJ Hodges) AHodgaafl 2)4 RJotosoo 

8 5583*8 ASTRAL INVASION (18) (CO) [edWtekroni TWal8O0 JCAbpora(3)8 

-edectered- 

Mtoun wigfe TOec True fOnctoep welsfhc AaM hreritn M 1 ID. 

BETTING: 94 Centos Espreas, 114 Northam Seddtet; 4-1 BoutarardBq* 92 Colonri Beat 191 


£e^aqreateodApbeeil£3|Oribftni.lte(toHtof7MRN 


MILDMAY OF FLETE HANDICAP CHASE (2m 51) 

C S 


348 ORLEUirPrt*teB)o 81 


IB POTSTOUEMfyeSp 91 91 


98 s TBBROOKK&feyBp . 91 91 


2 GRB inBIHUIM.il ftn 5)0 91 91 


£adteqrsipattrifBalte ftea J. ZZ * (CtatenAas Mdssdy t/lted* 


FESTIVAL BUMPER (2m 110yds) 
C 


f MfiNDERNUZEWIUsMtyO 91 


W aXDBIAlFHAHftea5)o 81 


2M W«B«ailkiSC*a5|D 91 


31 GHglTHQUYAPOBteiM^ 


e MGDNBHC (fade #| 4)0 B-1 


adreasqmtosaodh, pb» 1. Z 3|Otodao Wsdraty 17 tod« 


BS8: Play Games 2) D 0 L Haney t2-l (R Lad 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Csntaur Espreas: Yutfi ffont-rwna, made most when wreitog ova C&D (soft) to 
Jaruere Rataed 5to. but orty 7b worse dl la Vh bngtes wSh Astral Invasion Mi) 
Musk: Please: Won twtea orer fences last season tor ttmette WBama. Dteoppototng 
first nn b nmv yod when pided ito beiore 2 out ri Wtodsa Pre good to scfl) to Nt>- 
vemba and has not nai Owe 

Colonel Blazer Has won 5 tinea ova hurdes and fences an going no stores Iran 
good to eott S8 4to above to highest winning m*k and ratline rib a layoff 
Boulevard Bey: Easy wkna of a marten chase owr CBO (good to eofB test mon&u 
Fist wring in tandtoap. often makes naming, out wR be taken on by Center Express 
Northern Sadcfler: \tebren ctosec tel dvee a good account of Nrroeft Game efbt 
off s 2b Ngtur meric when 2nd to Cod Spot ri htgreford C2rru goodl laa month 
Astral Invasion: Weakened rior 3 out rton ■B’Atengih 4th to Centaur Express ova 
060 (soft) in Jurat)* O e riu n 4 out when 6ta to Cool Spot BHerebd (NortoemSed- 
dw 2nd) (bn, good) next time 

VERDICT Centaur &z>re»sbona5b hlghama k t ha n whe n wtore n ovacouree 
and daance In January and mey not be atSe to tfre 24to to NORTHB1N SADDLBL 
ABhou^i Ron Hodgeaf old cemprigror was a luPcywtonariNavnan Abbot test month 
lhae was no firia about to second u Cool Spot next tkne and he has bean raised 
Just 2b 


TRIUMPH HURDLE (2m If) 

C H 


3B UENMON Hantaan 4 |q 1M 74 7-4 


■w waftaxsEBOWtoWteoita 7-1 7-1 


mi mNGBajsPHBcafiircGBBtei4)oii« 


3i aBwncftaaM^m o-i w 


im 8MPU’GFTmDEatebf4y99Gi tt-1 tt-1 


72 7-4 74 74 81 


7-1 7-1 81 81 81 


91 91 81 


0-1 0-1 191 81 0-1 


0-1 tt-1 81 Ol. 191 


Eoftreya qrettrteodftptaett 1, Z 3(OteferteR nunSy iSUedf 


STAYERS' HURDLE (3m If) 

C H L S T 


TOLAWraBCCAIte terete IMjreTyoM » 94 94 84 54 94 


1-a CEMUTS BBWO N Ffea 7)0 Tlfl Bb 3-1 74 74 74 74 


IB* CBMMBgeagTMMiMlMIMTOi (U 181 cb( 14-1 


EKhMrBiWtwodteritei I. Z 3/DBtotfwn, Huaky teWacN 


RESULTS 




NEWCASTLE 
Gong Soft heavy it places 
2 . 00 . Pm maidsn nurtSel 

1. PATRAS B Hading 6-1 

Z Rilwe ■ I Vfyer 3-1 

3. Csiua TSkMaB4-l 

Also ran: 5-2 fav Sdymore (4th) KM 
Kanuma. 14-1 Tone Vaiiey ( 8 O 1 ). 20-1 
Damns Oav SO -1 Azaea, Damans. Udy 
Roy. Nailhas Moonstone (Sth). The Pee*- 
w. Viluoua Cade. 66-1 Buried FlaL Ha9 
rule 100-1 Arired. Como HA Sptortcfid 
Occaaoa Stf Fnenda Ids Me Another 
20 ran. t'-V 21 4 . 4 • _ (Wiraia c*o smu? 
getting by EJj Mina Uou outol WaXuvay. 
trained by M Hunmcnd at Mtodeftam tar 


iTHi INDEPENDENT 


RACING SERVICES 

91 261 + 


lEiasrai 


armuac 


971 ] 981 


972 982 



1 


trrterotY Partner s t u oL Ttets: C72C, C2AQ, 
£160 £260 DF: £1600 CSF: men, m- 
Chwaser Errant, Briton Lady. 

230: (2m 41 handcop chase) 

1. WEAVER GEORGE fl McGrath 9-1 

ZMtoeDoMuetauo-RDunwoodyd-l Jttav 

3. Foi Tterrier — — C McComadc 10-1 
Also ran: 4-1 |t tav Racnaem Owen. 92 
Bn^ter Soda. S-l vtetsh March. 91 LaHw 
m (Atti). «.i Mata fev 25-1 f%way. 

8 ran. Tl 16. 30 (Winner bay geumg by 
Rash OF Steel out of Nepbrns. trailed by 
W Storey ri Ccmsett tor Regem Decorriore 
Ltd) Tote: £700; C2IXL £170 £300 OF: 
£1760 CSF: £2477 Tncast £17975 
3JJ0 On sefing handeap lutflo) 

1 . WESTERN GENERALS Magutee 15-2 

2. Be Bran OS9cRuri91 

3.0urano LWw93taw 

4. Cotai Joker J. Cooper A-i 

Also ran: 194 Kasyrrana 8-1 Kamo Sabo, 
Oabbury. W-1 bn Masrah (Bth). 12-1 
Mttiraic, fitaUe Nortraa 20-1 Figawn. 50- 
1 B en lans k. Mountan Dream Over Stated. 
PCrta Paddy. Serenade WO-1 Just Jake 
(Sth). 200-1 Meodowtodc. 500-1 Son of 

Tempo 

19 ran. 2. V.’i 4 3Yf. (Wmnar chestnut 
gefcSng By Cadeeu* Gonopta ou of Patsy 
Western, mured by Mss Kate mean at 
tufcttSetum tar J □ Gordon) Tbte: POBO; 
£230 £160. CiSQ. £391 OF: £9650 CSF: 
GMfio THcast £w»aa TWectm mm wt 
Friddy Fair. 

3J0. (3m hareficap chase! 

1. TONI’S TTP A Magute) 1M lev 

2. Last Option — — -Mrs F New t urn 5-1 

1 Muter Wood C McCormack 9-1 

AIM rtn: TM Commtted Scheduto. 81 
Snper (4tti). 33-1 Heavenly Citizen 


6 ran. 5. <*. Tt (Wtorrer brawn grieteig by 
Phardante out of Share The Dream tra&wd 

S F Mwplw a Mdcteham tar Mrs Tbm S 
iper). 'tote: £190. £180 £140 DF: £390: 
CSF: ESKL Tnessc E48BI Mb Act The Wag 
Gaia force. 

4-00: (3m handeap hurtle} 

2 Misty Cteo* iSDuracfcO-1 

3. ChBflie Bteikre AUaguka18a 

Also ran: 3-1 it faw The Butterwick KbL 3-1 
|l tw What A^ Trie («h). 7-2 Sprtogflald Sad- 
ly (4th). HM Topodiei ra nts aw i g (Btti). 
Tran. £ lift 1& 22. (WtonerboygeWng 
by Ankoss our of Maryparic trailed by A 
Dcken at Dwitiar tar The Lwr Ffyera (Thor- 
oughbreds) Ltd) tot* EflOO; £3ia £220 
DM £25.70 CSF: £4564 

4JS: Em 41 novice chase) 

1, DISTANT HILLS A Maguire 0-4 fav 

2. Up Far ftaneame J Supple 7-4 

3. Charming Mom _ — K Johnson 33-1 
Also ran-. 9-4 Harden Glsn (5th). S-i 
Adventurua (4th). 

5 m. IS, 3 ‘h. 1 %, « (IMnna grey nan 
by Alias Sown ou at teotadonbe wmed by 
J Doddb at AkGsck tar 0 NeririQ. TUR E2XX 
£W)l E22Q DF £320 CSF: D6.S ML Dan 
D* Man. Judctous Charta. 

945: pm mares open nh flat race) 

1. WYNYARP QAACEL p Mien 2-1 

2ShuBdante LWyas-i 

3. lady Busted SDuracfc7reiev 

Also ran; p-i Hudde Crass. Lambrin 
Lady. 14-i Roman Uproar (4th). 20-1 
Seuthem Bale ffilh), 25-1 Peggys Deltf*. 
33-1 Dame Hattie {«h). » 1 Htawy Spice. 


33-1 Dame Hattie (5tti). »1 Honey Spice, 
stygian Star. Worthy Dancer, 200-1 
LBama 

13 ran. a. hd. ’!•. 30, 7. (Wirtner bey mere 


by Sfly Prices ate of The Whtte Ltan, vetoed 
tqr Mrs M Rewtey riSattoan tor DSHaB). 

tmk £380: ci4a cm. era. of: ebsq 

CSF: £1166. NR; Early Daisy. Fireside Gut 
Jackpot: £1564270; £2008242 Carried 
forward to CriWfck today. 

Placepot: ESSOO Ouedpoc £2330 
Place 6: £0439 Plaa K EBan 

PLUMPTON . 

Gong: Soft (Heavy In peaces) 

220: 1. WISE GUNNED (A P McCoy) 11 -2; 
2.Araj»CWi9S1&r.3.MayBnMtejtoTl-a. 
11 ran.51 H (M Pfee, VfeEtgtonL Me EB3D; 
£190 CUl £160 DF: C8J0. CSF: £1439 
Ten»j(tn, Young Mazaad 
Ufe 1. POLAR FUGHT INWfcnson) 1-2 
tar; 2. The Rad Rector 8-1; 3. Gemstose 
>1 13rm SL n (Mrelteneta Wteams, Ho9 
tartly Tow E1S0; EUO CtSQ £130 DF: £M0 
CSF: CSS2. NR: Atto. 

320: L BfiERAU) STATCBCWT (8 Ftnton) 
2-1: 2. WoocSsnds Beeu S-i; X Edge 
Ahead 40-1 4 ran. 4-6 fav Strang tol 
(piled ip) 0 dsL p Grind, Robarttondge). 
tote: £240 DF - £340 CSF : £1000 
360: 1, TTS WALLACE (M Bricheka) 81: 
2 Neaaun Dora 13 - 2 : 2 Doctor BisvkMia 
11-4 tec 7 ran. A a (Jutan Fteritm. Lawee). 
tote: £590: £350 £360 OF; CriBO CSF: 
ra^gg 

42S: 1.CALLEKA STAR (IteJD Moore) 4-1; 
2 Sateodno 81 ; 3. KBmington 81 « m. 
7-stavGarteanFrierelytfel) ^.atRAiar, 
Oandtoid Forum) tote: £*80 £170 £ZD 
DF: C7BQ CSF: £1473. Mt: Whppers DstagpL 


466C 1. HYTERN (A P McCoy) 7-2:2- ftoyri 
Ruter 81 : 3. DenyMta 82. 7ran. 3-1 fev 
Golden LSy (putted up). 12 . 4. [L Weis, 
BOngriuret). tote: £410: £260 £160 OF: 
£850. CSF: £2152 
Ptocapac £2*690. Quadpoe E544Q 
Piece 6: CQ822. pte oe Si E8916. 

SOUTHWELL ' 

Going: Standard ‘ 

140: 1, DEhBRAE (Mrs LPreree) 81: 2. 
Almreha 12-1: 2 08^0 81 11 no*. 10830 
tw Ring The Ctsri. 1^ U ReareeV tote: 
OS* £250 £440 £ZOO DF: M30 CSF: 
£6051 Tricast £35123. 

2.1 tfcl. UVE PROJECT (MfesMcote Crep- 

gs) 81; 2. Awesonw Ventura 13-2:3, Ko- 
sovo 81 l0ran.7-4tBvKaeaAtiana.Hdl 
I 1 ¥s (R Cregga) tote: £S00 £2DQ £MQ £WQ 
DR £2250 CSF: £3257. Tncast £*542. 
26IK 1.WSH CREAM (TG IfcUurftei) 1-te 
ter, 2. Sounds Lucky to-1 2 ran. 4 (P 
Evsns). tote: £m 

3.10: 1. MNDSHNT (P RettmOriN 81; 2. 
uatfeel Shot tt-2: 3. Jibereen 82. 8 ten. 
7-2 lav Anonym (Sth). Vh. 17*. (D Sheer) 
tote: £330 £140 £140 £170 DF: C2L30 
CSF: £2413 TVtaaaC C94« 

360: 1.NTTEOWLER g Edrttudai 82; 2. 
■Cater D-1 ; 3. Rock Islend Une 8t 1 1 ran. 
7-2 tw Uttte fare. 1 % nk. (J Balding), tote: 
£480; £150 £440 £120 DF: £3850 CSF: 
£4281 Tncast £21*71 
4 . 10 : 1 . LMEA-G (A Qitaane} 5-1 ; 2. CheH- 
apbi n-4; 3 . Heethyenta Jafes evens ten 
B ran. 0 \ (Mrs M Ravetey) tote SSJft £190 
CUO OPi £770 CSF: £1687. 


4j*R 1. STOATS QUEST (SWtewon^ 4-1; 
2. lea Aflefl-i;3. CHMK7-2jtiw.il ran. 
7-2 jl for Ftanteey Hope Hd. Th. P Ar- 
butfenO totee £560; £150 £380 £190 DF: 
£2880 CSF; 015.73 Trtaasc £16034. 

515 1. GREEN BOPPER (C Lowther) 

evens lav; 2. Swffl '0-2; 3. Dick Turpin 4-1 

7 ran. 3 % 1 ‘h. (G Woodswd). tow; £180; 
£U0 1350 DF: £880 C8B £730 
Ptacepot £8350 Quedpot £1370 
Piece 0: £6314. Piece S: £2185 


UNQFIELD 3.40 
C H L 3 T 

tori* 4-1 72 7-Z M « 

ftredarteta 7-g 4-1 W M 5-1 

BeAOsIte H 1 H H 11-2 51 

Orritetea M 7-1 >1 81 81 

MMItey 81 81 91 81 181 

omarn 91 191 81 9i 7-1 

laptew IH 14-1 PI w 81 

HarHoe iw w -1 g-i a -1 C-i 

ttewltoi m i»i at . ,g.i w 

9fck*s>Peia P-i m in in «.i 

itori an » ti si a-i 

Bwgfcre&wrSH 3-1 .391 3M M-l 

Wrt g-1 25-1 3M B-1 &r 

SaDerig tto »i gi a-) g.i 

Gi*^i BqriarfttoO&ftecril. Z3 
COPrtHVtfeflft 


CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP CHASE (3m 2f 110yds) 

C H L 8 T 


1« WnMTEMLWIUeMTritol IM 1M 52 IW 5-2 


in TCElOttl lire VVItoraCiO tea 53 H-4 52 10930 114 


*a DOftWSPnCEMftaneanWPfoat 81 

M PqiieiETIWLEBFttatete^ia 81 T-1 7-1 81 81 

ZB2 ESCWTBMEDNdxteaiTyoM 81 61 7-1 91 91 

EKfH^iqvHvWodteptecrel.KSjD^rtsnnaBihrtaMM^ ' 




. COUNTY HANDICAP HURDLE (2m If) 




C 

S 

3d 

268 

DGComoECGwtaiTyc 

TUSrnESMSCEMFfeBTyo 

81 

81 

81 

91 

«S 

n 

om«u.iiav¥M5p 

BdODewraeno 

W 

12-1 

181 

ZE 

MSTBIBEieElPEarato) 

0-1 

84- 


to*»W»9^*»«*feptts»I.l&«fDslBtta Tftndfeifilfefihi 



GRAND NATIONAL HANDICAP 

g&it D0uaLEiwaiaFNtfBfc9pitti8b - 

2l-« Tmaiiai tea V Wire Byiiai 

m« awgm^BTtotttite 

g-iiF ajWBffrsawoodopnaah 

Dl-W caBULteOUtli»VHfaM<l|oWib 

-PF3 MmCTOBOyFItariyntaTteTt 

3IB WMHWIHI^eOpOBto ' 

IMP IflTOBlUBgSacdritaltyitiaafc 

-3222 mnUMlWBCISIIHwteMi^llhiab 

-JZ roafiUgjCOlWteteggTriGb 

Owtocriiin Mriur fga &£**<) amrfeotfc, ptos 


CHASE (4m 4f) 
c H L S T 

81 7-i 81 »1 91 

181 191 81 191 81 

*1 81 181 6-1 81 

181 W-1 181 W-1 181 

81 1*1 81 a»1 51 

81 38) 251 3»1 20-1 

s-i a-i an a>t 28i 

»i 38i an g-i a 

J5i m db* an 391 

SH p-f to-t tA 

>.ZJl4|Areaau«yKl4»9 









































■WUflH Schi Nl 




WWV» *te yav 







gtJH£ft£_4MA*e ta«w tr 
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4»i t* W 
: il If! r- 

*«• i- 

ia i 1 *" * 


v=? a t*»— r-— ■ 
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i ftOfiCl HUROCE (2m 51 . 

='•■ J£^*. l i - 

.1TV. :-■ ^ w 
“iT' fl ’ S: 


tfft 



ftm) 

-• :« :-n i r. 

... 4 

... — - .... 

M *• 

‘ * 

» 1 «M Q' !.'•• 

■’1’ •; ' v • '«• 

aata ta^Atti wli folfov i ' ' «p>v- 


tcaf Hunoti fi«r*ti 

' ‘ c H .. t S 

.,"' t . : .' .* •*■ 

tti "V ■• »;i 

r-M- r- ::^r: '7- ’• ■■»■ 

- *V. .,’ ? >- 

!. '»*'■"•' \ ' •. »' 

I 7,4 ffMAR ftMMMk ' ■ ttH'i 


t-KOVICt CHASE {3m in 

e k i 5 


W ”, *4 

i *• 

• • 

5’ . *'■ *1 

IM 


•M *t #4 

M 


'- 1*1 »1 191 

19* 

-'KM 

M KM . 167 

1P-! 
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IANQ1CAP CHASE (3m St) 
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Tuesday 2 March 1999 


Ten centres 
will dip into 
Lottery cash 


THE LONG-HERALDED British 
Academy of Sport took its final 
shapeyestotlay- as the British 
Academies of Sport Although 
Sheffield is nominal HQ of the 
10 regional centres announced 
by the Secretary for Culture, 

Media and Sport, Chris Smith, 

the network of facilities pro- 
posed will operate on an egali- 
tarian basis, accessing £i 60 m 
of Lottery-based funding set 
aside for the project 
The State Secretary denied 
the charge that, 14 months 
after deciding to site the UK 
Sports Institute in Sheffield, 

C Government and national 
ting bodies had come up 
with a body with no head. 
Sheffield, he said, would have 
a central function in the net- 
work, providing “quality con- 
trol" for the whole operation 
and specialising in sports sci- 
ence, medicine, research and 
a dministra tion 
It will also have a wide range 
of top-class sporting facilities, 
but in this respect it will be no 
different to the other named re- 
gional sites: Gateshead, Man- 
chester; Holme Pierrepont near 
Nottingham, Loughborough 
University, Bedford, Bisham 
Abbey, Crystal Palace, Bath 
University and Southampton 
University. 

The official guiding principle 
jo all this is “taking service to 
3ie athletes, not the other way 
round”. In short, the exact op- 
posite of John Major’s original 
vision of a brand new, super- 


BV MIKE ROWBOTTO M 

duper centre on the lines of the 
Australian Sports Institute in 
Canberra 

Smith rejected the idea that 
the new structure had been 
taken in another direction by 
the Labour Government for 
political reasons. “This is sport 
driven, not politics driven,” he 
said. “We have spent a lot of 
time talking to the governing 
bodies of sport in this country 
and asking them exactly what 
they want But I thin* John 
Major did a very great service 
by introducing the idea in the 
first place and ensuring fftat 
Lottery funding was flowing 
into the sport to enable this to 
happen. I believe this new net- 
work win be a real benefit to our 
athletes so they nan go out 
and beat the world." 

The World Class Perfor- 
mance programme, the elite 
end of national Lottery funding 
for British competitors, is 
geared to getting Britain into 
the top 10 of the medals table 
at the 2004 Athens Olympics, 
which is likely to require at least 
seven gold medals. The relative 
failure of Britain's performance 
at the 1996 Olympics - where 
only Steven Redgrave and 
Matthew Pinsent won gold and 
the country finished 36th in 
the medals table - added im- 
petus to Major’s project, and 
this new set-up, coupled with 


substantial Lottery funding for 
individual athletes, appears to 
be creating the ideal condi- 
tions for success. 

Among those endorsing the 
new initiatives yesterday were 
the European 100 metres cham- 
pion Darren Campbell and 
David Tanner; performance di- 
rector for British rowing. “We 
wouldn't have been able to come 
on a trip like this before Lottery 
funding," Tinner said “It has 
made an absolutely fantastic dif- 
ference- And the new structure 
win make it all sustainable. We 
still need more facilities, but the 
wffi is there, and at last we 
have the money to doit” 

Smith confirmed that the 
Government was committed 
to funding the new network of 
centres for at least 8 to 10 
years, which means that the se- 
lected sites, many of which 
have been chosen because they 
already have subs tantial facil- 
ities already will be able to push 
on with their plans to upgrade 
and improve what they have. 

The centre at Bath Univer- 
sity will now submit plans for 
another £10m of Lottery fend- 
ing for an indo or* r rmning tr nrlr 

and multi-purpose sports ban, 
along with new synthetic pitch- 
es and tennis courts. 

Steve Baddeley, chief exec- 
utive of the Badminton Asso- 
ciation of England, spoke for 
many or ganisations with his rp- 
action to the announcement 
“There’s a sense of relief he 
said. “This is long overdue” 



South Africa’s DaryU Cullman leaves the field at Eden Park after hitting his record unbeaten 275 runs 

Cullinan reaches milestone 


DAKYLL CULLINAN became 
South Africa’s highest individ- 
ual Test scorer with an un- 
beaten 275 out of South Africa’s 
total of 621 for 5 declared on the 
third day of the first Test 
against New Zealand at Eden 
Park yesterday. 

Worthy though his achieve- 
ment was, the home side’s 
batsmen confirmed the life- 
lessness of the pitch by reach- 
ing 205 for 2 by the close of play. 

Cullman passed the 274 
scored by Graeme Pollock 
against Australia at Engsmead 
in 1969-70 with a scurried second 
run off Craig McMHIarfs medium 
pace, at which point the captain, 
Hansfe Cronje, declared. 


CRICKET 


South Africa 621-5 dec 
New Zealand 205-2 

The stylish right-hander: 32 
next week, also batted longer 
than any other South African, 
staying in for 10 hours 59 min- 
ute, nine minutes longer than 
Gary Kirsten required to score 
his 210 against England at Old 
TYafford last yean 

Cullman's fanmgft s panned 
490 deliveries and contained 27 
fours and two sixes. His two 
records supplement two other 
national records he holds. He 
became the youngest first-class 
century-maker in South Africa 


at the age of 16 years 304 days 
and then made their highest 
first-class score, 337, in 1995. 

Just two wickets fell all day, 
Roger Twose being caught be- 
hind by Mark Boucher off the 
bowling of Allan Donald after 
contributing 31 to an opening 
stand of 80 and Nathan As tie 
falling in identical style after 
scoring a breezy 41, which in- 
cluded lifting spinner Paul 
Adams for two sixes in an oven 

The pitch, which was cov- 
ered with wood glue before the 
match got under way to stop it 
breaking up. seems unlikely to 
deteriorate. If anything it is 
becoming easier for the bats- 
men and Horne capitalised to 


finish unbeaten, and untrou- 
bled, on 92 from 219 balls. 

Third day. New Zealand won to sj 
SOUTH AfflU - MrM Innings 
(overnight 562-5) 

DJ Cullinan not out - .275 

S M Pollock not out ..69 

Extras (M Ib9 nb2) -...15 

Ibal (tar 5 dK. 200.1 owl) 621 

DU not bat: i M V Bouctwc L Klusener. AA 
Donald. P R Attains. 

Bonding: Doull 33-7-90-1 : AHott 38-3-133- 
I (Inbh Nash 28-2-974) (inbl: 

Vettorl 42-8-120-1; Harris 45-10-94-2; 
McMHbn 5.1-D-24-0: Aide 9-1-304). 

NEW ZEALAND - Hrst Innings 

R G Twose c Boucher b Donald 31 

M J Home not out. 92 

N J Asiie c Boucher b Donald .....41 

C D McMHlan notout -21 

Extras (160) 4nb] - 20 

Total (for 2. 74 own) 205 

Pal: i -DO. 2-1 70. 

1b bat: C 2 Harris. 1ACPVore.MDBe0.-D 
j Nash. D L Vettorl. 5 B Doull. G I 
Alton. 

Bowling: Donald 17*10-33-2; Pollock 

1 6- 5-404) pnb): Klusener 12-5-234): Adams 

17- 5-61-0: Kails 10-3*244) (2nb); CuUnan 
2-1-84). 

Umpires: R S Dunne and D J Harper. 


SPORT/23 

Illness 

stifles 

young 

tourists 


England Under-19 202 
New Zealand Under -19 205-1 
NZ Under-19 win by six wkts 

THE ENGLAND Under-19 side, 
heavily weakened by a bout Of 
food poisoning, fell to a six-wick- 
etddea tin the third one-day in- 
ternational against New Zealand 

Under- 19 s in Hamilton yesterday 

and lost the series 2 -l 
T he defeat brings to an end 
a disappointing tour in which the 
Test series was drawn after 
England were 1-0 up and the 
one-day series lost after the 
tourists were again in the lead 
Both teams and local officials 
were affected by sickness, with 
New Zealand missing their 
qpenec Tim McIntosh, and hav- 
ing three other players take part 
in the match despite illness. 

England lost three players - 
batsman Ian Bell, all-rounder 
Giles Haywood and pace 
bowler Matt Whiley. In addition, 
the seamer Matt Bulheck was 
unable to take the field at all 
during the New Zealand in- 
nings after making 33 not out 
Although there was no cer- 
tainty about the origin of the ill- 
ness, which first surfaced in the 
England camp late on Sunday 
afternoon, the New Zealand 
coach, Dayle Hadlee, believed 
that it came from food served 
to players and officials at the 
Westpac Trust ground on Sat- 
urday during the second one- 
day international He made a 
formal complaint to the North- 
ern Districts Cricket Associa- 
tion and has asked for the local 
health authority to investigate 
the catering facilities. 

THIRD UNDBt-19 ONE DAY INTBDIft- 
TK7NM. (KnBbM): England Under-1 9 202 
(i N Flanagan 62. M A Gougti 55): New 
Zealand Under-19 205 for 4 (i Engtefleld 
81 no). New Zealand win by six nrfcKets. 


Catterick 

HYPERION 

2.00 Alimerjam 2*30 Canadian Fantasy 3.00 
Jessolle 3.30 Tlfasi 4.00 I’m The Man 4^0 
Minster Glory 5.00 Ireland's Eye 


2.30 


GOING: Good (Good tt Soil n places) 

■Left-hand course. undUMng and sharp. Not suitable for (he 
tong-undlng horse. Run-in MOyds. 

■ Couth is NW of town on A813& Oaritogton station Wn - bus 
serve* to course ADMISSION: Ckib £C; TtaeraaH £8: Cause 
£250 (unde* 18a baa into a8 andosum). CAR BARK; Raaarvsd 
areo £2, remainder true 

RVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Ftewtay 29-129 (22SK), M Ham- 
mond 15-137 Mr* S Smith 14-111 (CSkl T Eastsrby 
13-53 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Nlwn 37-87 (27.8%). R Ganlliy 17-83 
P05%>. A 8 Smith 14-102 [137V B Staiwj «-«0 (8.1V 

■ FAVOURITES: 135-380 [355V 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: AUtMnlMi (visored, £00), All Our 
Btasslng* (2K& Unaear Lana (330). Prines Of Sakrts (430). 


HARROGATE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3,500 added 2m 

313121 ESGOPS) pD) HBesanan6 fiO HBjafcnanp) 

■06*0 BAWARA (14) L Lungo 5 H 7 R& 9 pfa 

00003 WILOELKRA (52} (D) F J Join Bowles m 7 11 7 J J Hood 

4Q250 UaDRUHPARK (46) (C) Fl*>chy611 2 AHagtfta 

0 BEHAJfl (f7) J1lnw5Tl 0 TRaad 

PINGS CANADIAN FANTASY (60) Us V VIM 5 HO Jl Iterator: 

04 GWESPYR (28) Uss K IMgvi 6 It 0 FLaaty 


3.30 


2.00 


WENSLEY NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(F) £3,000 added Allies & mares 2m 

4-3213 MY DESPERADO (10) (CD) (BF) L Uojd-James 6 t2 0 

MrCR WSsw(7) 

04F4P SWREME TARGET (17) J Oivtian 7 11 2 - - .BSUny 
4-63P5 7ANGSHAN (CAN) (17) Ms D H*** 5 T) n . SDwack 

GS02K BACKTOBAVA«A(5)FJjDte8otoMflri)5«e FJRood 
020F CAROL AGAfff (FI 1 ) N BjCitfl 7 X) 6 _GFRyan(3) 

345380 CRUZ SANTA (SS) U Cteponn 6 « 8 WVfanMng to n 

03P UTILE KENNY (832) RjPrcefi® 5 _ ADoWnV 

QD61 MISCONDUCT (4 Hi M JQMS 5 K) * [7*J . . -. 

000 mEORErB«’(f7l«**»'flW*Y’’»3 

E (ilOOFF MADIH MCSWA8H tM) IP) JJNteian 7 C 3 LWJw 

U6P0 rWC«JE5(5)MRyin«*2 ... PMcCtea 

B5402 AUMERJAM (62) Ms N ifccsJBy 5 XJO Mr R ForrMI (5) V 

COMP StNGWGSCAUY (59 WCSlyfl CO .Glbniwir 

6003 HU. OUR BLESSIHGS (17) Us k&wrtmk A DO-ISappMB 
(TO) PREMEPE FOUJEE (FR) (5^ F Jaitan4 100 .. .ASSmtt 
-ISiMind- 

/UfawMimgiY'TIte 5wl*ntScapiW0N*-'^ lw, l* ,, ® H tW.SnBnpScal- 
A- AH Out Bwwnp » rn, Piwnete ftwlw 9s Jft 
BETTING: 1141 IBlOOoduci, 4-1 My Os^MfaOo. 5-1 B4ATa Bavaria. M 
Cna Swto, Mtowimo, 10-t Ttoj^an. 12-t Tte Grey Bay, 20-1 «har* 

FORM VERDICT 

The odds *nl be stumy. out it a drfboflt ro overtook M1S- 
CONQUCT. wt« made Nwt wok of simtar oppootion sa d»fs 
ago Each-war bacHers took assiaed of a eofaf run from My 

Desperado 


MOVING no. PNkmt 

MINT IT BLACK (FtO) P4s A Swrtwr* 6 H 0 JSuppto 

0540 THELAU0TON1NOfl*l(32)NBycrcift51l 0 GFRym(3) 

POUWIUS (W) MOwiman 8 KO WVbrthfajpoj 

5- WILD HADES (295) J Upson S HO B Grattan 

W WRANGH. (FR) (S3) J FttzGendd 5 Tl 0 -A P McCoy 

ACADSWY (F74) A Tumol 4 1) 6 ADOfabki 

OnARLEZMOID'AMQUfl (13> D Smoh 4 X) 1 J-Vfjw 

-ISdacbrad- 

BETT1N& M EaGo,3-1 Moving Anew; 4-1 WHyaiba, 8-1 Bsawa. 10-1 
MMd nx n Psrlu Canatflan Fantaay. 25-1 Paint It Black. Unitut. Academy. 
»ldbm 

FORM VERDICT 

Frovidtd ths ground does not become loo tsstarg 
WILUTEUCRA - s u ccessf ul on good to soft n lha autumn, 
but below that tom m ths mud since - wM be tancad to re- 
ward tat Irish-based connections' enterprise Newcomer 
Mowing Arrow is suited by decent ground, wNe Es Go could 
bo anchored by his double penalty, whie Bawar* and RM- 
druro Part apprec ia te a stiller lest of stamina 


R1PON SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2£00 added 2m 3f 

-80665 ClAIG5WIN(2B)(C)m{S^CDH)a , 7n P J4 H Naughton p) 

503K4 WYNBURY FLYER (6) (C) FMufhy4Tl 0 A Uagurt 

ODOO MUHTADJ [66) S Oak 6 71 □ MteRCMcf^ 

SYEOO PANOOHAS LORD (B6) JWgtrwngN5 SO- . __ADobhki 

2COPO KIND PRINCE (32) RIMader 7 tttl RMcGotti 

4205 KINGS HUSSAR (8)GU MOOT 4 «9 NHmtty(5)V 

46FD3 RALBANDSt (S^ R Fort 5 * 8 ,_...N Hotrod* fl) 

44USIP JAGO(47)(qMWEa«ty4t)7. A P McCoy B 

22726 TffASI (<8) M Wfcnsoo S C 5 ... Wl 


4.30 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

V WJHJO FORTUNE HOPPER (4Q usD Sayw SDO LCooper(7) 

71 00805 LANACAR LANE (38) Un A Swnbarfc 7 T) 0 JSupploB 

a 2CG3Q2 PEB>OtMY(112)AJU)cimacd8fiO TSMoWft? 

3 560 Uai0RCW0(B1)RPrfiey51D0 GLm 

U PFffr. BfflTHHACE (FI8)JLEy»9B0 CUeConnach (J) 

C 44G3T COMRS CfltFT (4Q) (BF) P Evans 7 D 0 R Thorton V 
* BOOOO BROAMaAiaJLS(BZ)RJPncs8t)0 Mr R Rarittal p) 

V 005OGDUNSIONHEffTH(T7)BLewy6D0 _W Worthlni^Hi 

B 3*3560 lORDFRED6nCK(VQ WQar7B0 GTbmxy 

S 365P60 REALFBE Meagher 5 DO J?WMnan(3 

2C -XCR MBHBBB1KBC0HE m(QWTimg6V0 — -.3 Stony 
21 K&O ARRANGE A GAME (Si) G KeS>/ C D 0 STSytor 

-21 decived- 

Wnmmwaqyt. lOst Suebentfayr a u gf CL - Peep 0 Buy MffOctaffW 
73D. Btttpboo. CbmtaCMBsr f», ftanrnMfc9sf 1b, OuntonHeeCi 
SU Bb, lorffisaenc* MBto. Rod file Set SB. Karaevs Hfetoome Ss 
Arrange A Gtone9K Ob. 

BETTING: 5-1 Msander.O-T Ctabeswaa, 1M Kind Ptfaca, 7-1 Jago, 8-1 
KZng'sHmac, 8-1 Vfynbiay Ryes TtaLCoomTs CroB, PwpO De^ 12-1 
Fonuns Hoppaq 16-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

kilhe hope mat a change of status insprosatarm revival. WND 


GRETA BRIDGE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 
t Z53M2 GOLDHI HELLO pE^(D)TEas»by 8X20 -Mr JPUJUiHOp) 

2 1-flFPO PRDCEOFSAINISClflPPJMHaitTtwidail-ejiHriteB 

3 BO0Q2 TAITS CLOCK (75) PF Murphy « DTI AlbguHB 

4 4-1222 MINSTH1 QORY (2Q (CD) M W Easterly 8 D 7 _A P McCoy 

5 06542 ZAHO (ISA) (13) (D) K Bute 8 06 Doubtful 

6 203560 TARXTCH (25) (CD) M W Easnrby 11 O 5.C McCormack (3) B 

7 6IU4-P ARTHUB Bffi p>4) (CD) B BcusfieU a D B.. _„.S T&ylor 

-7 declared - 

MminHun wright TOst Twe handicap u&gttArthu Bee 8H T32*. 

BEITMG; 9-4 IBnstar Gtory, S2 Wtt Clock, 4-1 Prfcws Of Sabas, 5-1 
Gokton Hallo, 8-1 Tbpateh, 18-1 Arthur Bm 

FORM VERDICT 

With Mcky Hammond's string back to form It b tempting to 
side with Prince Of Saints, who goes well here, but he was 
sU a long way oft te best two weeks ago Iflnstsr Gkay shodd 
be thereabouts agasi, but on this slower surface it could pay 
to take a chance on TAITS CLOCK. 


5.00 


Them am quesbon marks against PaOsander, Tlfasi ard Corv- 
neTs Craft, and Wynbury Flyer could pose most problem 


3.00 


MALTON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,000 added 2m 3f 


4.00 


G30I CHARMING ADMIRAL ( 8 ) (CD) Us A 5w«w* 6 T1 fl 

-J&stoMB 

.HB BANKER COUNT P4 M W Easterby 7 It 2 APlfcCoy 

21-UP5 ECHO'S OT DAWN (17) J Upson 7 11 2 R Supple 

404P RAN DliSTRUVAL (Ffl) (SB) M Tbduitor B tl 2 BHudfog 

0/346- JUSTNHJGSS) JHafdatw8H2 — BStcrey 

PPtMO MARCffANTMWG (43) H Meander 7 tl 2 JIlfcGr** 

-UPOP MENALDI (75) J Wade 9 71 2 - -ASSrMh 

00305 ONYOUROWN (28) J Hward JnlnBcn 6 77 2C McConseck (3) 
UTlFOf PRIME STYLE (724) J townl Johnson T) It 2 DPerkw 


_WM*WM 


2 

3 

4 

5 

e 

7 
3 
9 

D PW04P TAUTHATH (Ffl) (10) (D) JCirBs7 71 2. 

71 45P-50 IWUMDONNA (S) P BeanOT 9D11 — BGtaUo R 

G OPDOOP fiMISTNLUCE LADY (24) W Sratti D D 71 -SUrytor 

73 16530 JESSOLLE (43) (Bf) N Retards 7 D 71 ADoteta 

74 08003 BRAVE MAN (38) J Qrts 5 D 7 Dfomtoy 

-14dsdared- 

BETTtNQ: 11-10 Banker Count, 5-2 Churning Admiral, 3-1 Jennie, IB-1 
Onyourown, Brave Man. 20*1 Echo's Of Dnm, 33-1 others 
FORM VERDICT 

Banter Cota* JessoBe and CHARWNG ADMSRAL. the three 
market leaders, stand head and shoulders above the rest. 
Charmog Adrrwai gets the vote in the betel that he fflfl han- 
dte tne grotmd better than Jessote and prove /ust too strong 
a galoper for Banker Count 


BARTON NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 3m If 110yds 

4 73t1 D0NNE6ALE (17) (CD) T Ibk 7 71 73 Mr J P UcNanva (5) B 

E5C531 nt THE MAN pa) (D) Us E Sack B 71 5 L Cooper (7) 

2502 AZTEC FU/BI (17) MQURswi8y6TI 2 — Ur A Dempeey (3) 

4Fffl TIPPING TINA (77] WSswy 6 BO JlHcGMh 

3WM8 TD-OAYTO-QAY (81) l Lwgo B 10 G 
4-053U POLAR KING (17) C Tftamaxi 6 1! 3. 


R Supple. 

M Foster 

53-85 BRANCH END (75) J Charter 7 1) 8 B Storey 

524402 SHARDANTE (13) J Jefferson 6 O 7 JVHaguks 

00005- RAinWGTTCWKVS (348) TEastttyB W6-_ LWyw 

05406 FAIR FINMSH (59) W Ctey 5 TO 0 GTbmey 

PFSPO BOUNOTOHOTOUH (90) JHoHDid Johnson 7 *0 

CMcConnack^ 

12 3&44P CHANSON I7AMOUR (plj M Hammond 5 W Oil Honrocks (5) 

0 OrOGP HIGHflELDGSfT (57) M VBeaon B B 0 WMtnston 

» 6&600 AKGHY NATIVE (78) J Wads 7 BO TSkUMfS) 

5 04560 BONNYRIGG (17) LLunQ07 BO WDowSng(5) 

OCPCO- CEEJAYELL (348) G U Moot 6 1) 0 JCataghan 

-T6dBdared- 

46r*numwngJr TOst 7ri«narrfcap iwgfasraociMtoftonourfia IllbjClath- 
ot trAnm&XSbtfgMt*/ Genr 3st7B>.Antpy Naha 9a 3b. Bovy Rigg 
8n 2B. CeflfByBf 8st 720L 

BETTMl:7-2 Domegakt, 4-1 Stunhuite. 5-1 r»n The Man. 8-1 AaecFtyer, 
Polar King, Branch End, 10-1 TWJay TWlay, Mgh8e« GenL Bonay Rlgg. 
18-1 others 

• FORM VERDICT 

CorxShons am Bcely to prove Ideal for the progressroe 
DOf*NEGALE. who can oorrfem recent couse superiority over 
Aztec Flyer, who is hanfy the most refcrtte of cnaractera. Polar 
King can also get in the money. 


AYSGARTH INTERMEDIATE NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) £1,750 added 2m 

1 005 BACKEND CHARUE (7q B Miaray 5714.. JIHteugMonp) 

2 BATTLE CREBt BOY Us A S*«te* 5 11 4 UrCWtaon 

3 0 CAMAR CRUSADER (SqWMcteoMi 5714 jCMeConrndkffl 

4 COOTLHILLBOY W Storey 5 114 IJardne (7) 

5 ERRAND BOY Ms S Smth 5 II 4 S Dmck 

6 0 LUCKY LAMBHIN1 (82) Us L Vltanscr 5 Tl 4 MariiSrafth (7) 

7 203 SUPRE1E FreTTlItC (45) (BF) MreMRevebyS 71 4. 

— .MrADmpieyffl 

B 1 USANDSEYE P5)(CD) J Norton 4 7t 3 CRaltsr(7) 

9 WHAT A TOPPER G Bravery 5 S3 X3 — Ur JP McNarwa (5) 

B OBD CROMWai (3) M Chapnon 4 B B NHam^fS) 

11 JUSTDESSE MDods-J OB JlrQCorfar 

C 0 fcBCE BALANCE (IBAJ(33JM Chapman 4 W OfrJTbuifl (7) 

73 DIE FDR ALL Ms S SnUi 4 B B RVnkxnoti(5) 

M 2 REGAL ISLAND (38) N Ftchaids 4 B B THaggarfT) 

75 REMAND Bleary 4BB — JlrTGfcneyP) 

B SHADY SUSPECT (USA) M Hammond 4 B B--N Horrocfcs $) 

-ladecbrad- 

BETTW& 52 RagN bMnd, 3-1 IreiantrsEye, 4-1 Enand Boy, 132 Sunnis 
Fortune, WteC A Tbppw; 8-1 Shady SuqxicL 28-1 Ora For AO, 33-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

IRELAND'S EYE was quia anprasswa in slamming a big field 
over this course and efatance on his debut and may we* be 
up to defying a penalty. Regal Island and Supreme Fortune 
am others wdh farm wet worth eonsrdefln& whls Errand Boy 
and What A Topper am newcomers to note. 

■ French HoDy second favourite for the Cbantpipo Hurdle, 
pleased trainer Fferdy M urphy in a workcut after racing al New- 
castle yesterday- Freuch Holly went two miles with three stable- 


imd Paddy's Return finished upsides with Antrim ten longthe 
adrift. Murphy said afterwards; Trench Holly is oo course, be 
is taking a blow but hasdone the same as he did last yean Two 
more bits of worit and he will be righL* Grand National contender 
Addington Boy was partnered hr Adrian Maguire and Murphy 
went cur "Adrian said be wished the Gold Cup was next Hmrs- 
day - this horse is very, very wefL" Paddy’s Return who goes for 
tte Stayers’ Hurdle pleased Mtnpfy and Us rider "lain (Jardfoelis 
over the moon with him. He was as keen as hefl but this is ground 
he would not have wanted,* said Murpty. “1 have no doubt be Is 
on the way bach.' Antrim's target Is the Royal & SunAQlance 
(Novice! Chase and Murphy added: ‘JP McNamara rides her; 

then was a reason for her poor ran the other dqy' 


United ready to 
take Inter apart 


LINGFIELD 

HYPERION 

2,10 Bfawtg 2-40 Squire Carrie 3.10 Sheer 
Nathrt 3.40 Totom 4.10 Harik 4>JD Compton 



GOMI: Standard 

STAUS: Imkfo. *»c«pl Sf‘m - outsotl _ . 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low boat up to wx wpecaiy W 61 

H &njkrack am lent, ietl now *h utaMMng course 


2.40 


W54W-4-. - 

&#-:t -- •• 


* 


* w 

,w - v 

• * 

• » . 


LoteR. V.cw*a) adore caursa « _ 

CAR PARK: Ouo C3. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

m WADING TRAINERS: G L 
ma (129M M Jonnuon 48-28* (16SSL G 

■ WAcSS»CKEYS: A Cto* 79417 (I ZBV J 
SSTSsendve 65-543 (nSV R Cochnma 57-35« 

MY u»* «W ML S** 

M A Pwrat i5*P) - — 


3.10 


2.10 


SHAKESPEARE AMATEURS H’CAP 

(CLASS E) £3,500 added lm5f 

1 wESTtRNCtdCF LI57) D 

? 33*DOW8LtPLIOHT(4«l*B0S»haOT5«3^^^ w ^ 

i CroeGEEBEEBOYpqvWCMiaBi . 

* s<rt SMAfKSiMUL(1Sl (0 » r^nmx^cxibi . 0^1 

? Kma , SR- : "*a3Jg: 

l SSSSSC IBBSSrSuKSB' 

s ssssa5Bsas:s ? tjSS! 

«wi,TW -* -■* W O— 

— - — raSwSST' “ . 

msNos mjfB’wriy u^P-' 8 * 3 ^ 


BOOK A BOX FOR THE WINTER DERBY 
HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3^00 added 5f 

1 B2tD2 HALF TONE 15) (CD) (BF) R Row* 7 B 0 JWtewl B 

2 -5C734 SQUB1E COffeg (72) (CD) D Chapnar 7 9 Tl -A CuBan. B B 

3 -33300 QANDE71MES (12) (D) Khory 4 8 Ql JtettaDwySr3B 

4 0BO43 GLASTONBURY (ID) (QPHoUnB^ 8 B.--_ CRUtar 5 

5 50666 BOYfCUFFE GRANGE (19)(P) D ® w PT? n i fl f£5lI!£S5 

6 WHQfi PlJEttl(W(FOM(OHqS^fiB3-S0^«Wiil4 

7 666256 DANCING JACK (12) (CD) JBndgwBBO -RBmUnd [7)7 

-7dedamd- _ j 

BETTING: W HaHTbna, Conk, W BowdBBton()A M Onk 

Times. 6-1 Glastonbury, 12-1 Dnidnfl Jack. 14-1 Plain Gee 

FORM VERDICT 

HtKT<M»hasbaenrunningwBa,buriheonedrBwtTiB'sftjp- 
per he dance and SQUIRE CORRIE looks to have ha baa 
opportunity for some w» 

BOOKBIFOODSSWICESEXimVAGANZA 

MAIDBI STAKES (D) tAffOD added 1m 2f 

MW) WCWMY (14)M ttVBS4 912.__ 

43506 MARK TIME (BO) P » *• z **■ 

4C302 MY LITTLE MAN (t3)B&7art 43 S -P^COtaPMY 

0- SWNNERTOY(23fl) JF»4B B . ... ... ...P FUUaW W 6 

fr MANTLE5PI»ICESS(3C«GLate49? 

6 MODESTY NALL (12) UKfitde4 97 

04342 WLD NETTLE f12| P PS5«I 

B 000 J- SHEERN«lVE(«a)B»s380 JfSkad«S 

-Bdedand- 

BETTWaj8-n ShglMtei Wl WIIteW ja”?* 1 
tesPrfoGMe,!*-! Marti Tln>f.1fl-lMDda«^rH4A2S-1 on** 

FORM VERDICT 

sha a roong tww amp mom m keaptng wdn h« bmxang. 

LADBROKE HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£ 10,000 added im 2 f 

: moo, acx AS A WtflflOT (150) C Pwyy 4 BO- . -J WMm nD E 

2 St*. WAH (223) (0) (SF) G ‘kCcurMSO- --f 

3 0305-1 OICTTDYOU(USA)(23aTDB»mBS8B. T Jaytenigg 

4 ««W HSJRTWO^M 

I 

; ^ 

9 « ssKSsaDifflSiiuS 


3.40 


FORM GUIDE 

Sick As A Parrot AW detxjL succassJJ 5 times on ttrl at tSs- 
tances up to md First outing since October 3 and yot to win 
on ground worse than good BWared first time 
wadh Maiden Miner at Fomatr acl pm2t good to firm) in AJy. 
AW debut first outng n a hander and returns tram a 7 month 
lay-off Stable term gore over 8 months without a Rat wimer 
Over Tb Yns Returned tram a 7 month lay-off when makstg a 

successU nN debut at Souflwal (lm4f) last month with Pow- 
der River *3 lengths bask in Ttti 

Harr Trigger CAD wirmer last season and was having his first 
outing snee September when 7th to Barfc On Hm over C&O 
test month Has a Sb pul for V'h lengths 
Bank On Him: Atwnps a hat-trick after wsnrtng ewer C&D last 
month arm in January Only 2b hgfter than last success by sftf 
M from ThekryaaU with Herr Trigger 7th and Kings Arrow 8th 
Totom: Dual C&D wittet feBSt by 3 lengths from Ktss Amwn 
who has a 7b pJL MSI month Had Kings Arrow (t5to better 
off ) 87< lengths back n 3rd when winring here in November 
RHuah Marian winner here (im) in Noimrber. Has since nn 
uipiaced twee a Cagnes-ar Mer aid plenty t> tto at the meghts 
PhBstan Has wen 4 trnss here, rearing once ow C&O Strin- 
ging -if cur when Uh to Bank On Fhn over C&D last merth and 
only 7fo better aft tor Wl. lengths 
So* Daradg: C&O wstner 3 ames, but 4b above hs righast 
wssrnfl m afK Ffog outng Brtcat i n M ilfiB Bth otBtP Iron Moun- 
taln al Lecestor (kn2t Mfi) in October 
Mono Lady: First outing since November when on 3rd to Haver 
Qcft Oory at Wohgl ia i Tp ton ftm'Af) last week 
Kings Arrow: Beaten a out when 8th to Sark On Hm over 
C&D last month and only 3b better off (or 127? lengths 
Powder Riven Wimer n Cieeh Reputec a 143 to rrr3L Soon 
outpaced whan 7m to Ow Ybu at SouthMM (vrwq last moren, 
but bener ron when 3rd to Genus hero (kn) last week 
HawkSbffl Henry: C&D wmor last year oft a 1293 lower merit, 
Unable to queten final furtong when 4th to Phfctar aver C&O 
in Jarunrv and s only lb better erff for 37i lengths 
Broughtons Bnror Lightly raced on AW. tid not appear to act 
on the surface when 9lh of » to Ttaliio here (in) da month 
cn Erst oubng sn» June and has been dropped 4b 

VERDICT TOTOM tooks an iflpiwinglBy and eventhw^i 
BhenRsaHaTbrighermarkotterherlakslcouiseandcts- 
tanca success, she probably possesses more scope 


FORM VERDICT 

The stBp up to two mlas last week brought further mpreue- 
ment from SLEAVE SILK, who had been naming with crad- 
« ewer shorter and she is expected to toaow up The frustrating 
Padeufc could writ be the one for the forecast 


4.40 


4-10j 


] COME TO THE WINTER DERBY H’CAP 
(CLASS D) £5,250 added 2m 


V -ffia KBffiS ARROW 

G 04^ POWDER RIV®£ M S 7^«Mdfo«,2 

q 3MZ> HA»KSaUHE»ffm(CT(8F)U5ARCTC5a5 Aarii 11 

V 4600.5 BROUGHTONS ERROR (21) W»A«Bin 57 B.- J*Fuev4 

-Kdactmd- 

Utertwe ury* ftr f Db Twe hM 

B LUIN G: i-s Town. K Bmk On Hlxu S-1 Powder ant H 

Hmik KfoBt&rBte waters 


-€342 HARK (W) (CD] G L l*5» S 9 B NCMt»ll(5)1 

23630- HAL HOO WROOM (J90) J Jentois 694 AQAaw4 

U2-2C RADAUK (21) (CO) (BF) M IttpfS 5 6 9 F Norton 3 B 

OMS HJ&BlLDWCBtCIQfCiROSiAanSiTX) — NCwfofo! 

3-221 SLEAVE SBJC (5) (CD) W Meson 4 7 B (6w) J Quinn 6 

KD5-! RHJ BROOK LAD (5 (CD) SDow4 7Bpo4-FDoeG)28 


Ulmn vagre tb VSh J4jelaafc»pii«5ptr Hurgtf Ctence StowSA 

tans, fM&wifaeTsae 

BETTMk 7-< Sleeve Sft, 3-1 PsdaoL 4-1 Hsr*, 6-1 Murgai Dancer, 7-1 
Rad BrtOk Led. 12-1 Hal Hoo Ywoen 


WORDSWORTH CLASS! RED STAKES 
(CLASS E) £3,500 added Im 

1 53H-4 CA5TU3 BURNING (45) (CU) CCyror$ 8 B---J Weaver l B 

2 400-01 NAUTICAL WARNING (14) (CO) BJohnscn4 9B NDey7 

3 050-B ZHIHJpfl (CEf JTbier59fl SWHmbZ 

4 004&0 MES'TLN THCKY (59) (CD) P tAdrii 496 R Cochrane 6 

5 00-526 SA^HM (USA) (7) J &bger996 GBnrdmd5 

6 6-2211 COMPTON AKKA (10) (C) G A Butter 3 B 3 J Quinn 3 

7 D432D- PATCY STOIC (115) U Kettle 3 7 B PDM(3)4 

-Tdeefored- 

BEmMG: &€ Compton Akka, 5-1 CroHee Burring, B-1 Uatar Dicky, 7-1 
Metrical Waring, 10-1 ZiraJri, 15-1 Patty Stone, 25-1 Saseeda 

FORM VERDICT 

Compton Alda Is the obvious one, but there Is a BSght doubt 
about har staying thb extra futong end sha ts worth taking 
on at a short price. CastlM Burning and Neuikal Warning 
both have ths form 10 go close, but there are vald reasons 
tor bunking MISTER TRICKY axJd put b an improved effort 
and he has a good chance if he does. 

■ Htitah and Adah; Godolphin's Cfosaic hopes were gambled on 
yesterday, lftiiah’s iOOO Guineas «ki£ were cut by Corals tB-i 
from 12-0 and the Tbte (7-lfirttiU3-U. Comte apo te a m an Simon 
Clare said: “With AJjabr doubtful, mitah is deaity Godolphin's 
nmnberooe hope far U» coils' first Ctessfo." Adah; 33-1 with Lad- 
brokes on Friday fur the Derby, was cut from 2£H to 1*-I. Hie 
Toic *lsa took evasive action an A<fair. ^jokesman Tim Picker- 
ingsakJg:“Wfe've had a flood of money tor both Ifficah and Adsir 
and they have also been backed in doubles. 

2,000 GUINEAS; Coral: 7-1 Muatvd, B-1 BtltBhJ, V-1 Stravinsky, 
12-1 Commander Ck*n Enrique, 74-1 Aucbcn Housa. Hack Rock 
OeseaJcarAlgartioud,Orpen. 1&-1 olhera.TWajS-1 W4a«d,7-1 
ffttah KM Auction House, strarinaky, CommamforOOtos, C-1 
Blackroek Desea Colour Instinct u-i Enrique, Orpea 2CH oth- 
en. DERBY: Ladbrokes: B-1 Commander CoSnst 14-1 Abac, *-1 
Dubai MBerium. 20-1 Afobr. Rhagaas, 25-1 bar Tote: B-1 Com- 
maiiderCtrins, M-iAJabr, 2tM DubriMtenuaTUiMovsky,25-i 
A^a&A Batet Master, Btonamanda Muthaahab. Rhagaas, 23-1 bar. 


THE ITALIAN league is good, but 
it’s not that good. And Man- 
chester United, four points dear 
at the top of fee Premiership, can 
beat Intemazionale, only sixth— 
13 points off the lead - in Serie 
A , in the first leg of their Euro- 
pean Cup quarter-final at Old 
H^fford tomorrow night 
Since Dwight "arise joined. 
United's flawed geniuses up 
front have developed into a 
chib which pose a goal threat to 
any side from any angle. Drop- 
ping deeper than most strikers 
to fill the creative void which 
had existed in the middle since 
Eric Cantona departed, while si- 
multaneously helping himself to 
15 League goals, Yorke has 
given strike partner Andy Cole 
a new lease of life and provid- 
ed Ryan Giggs, so fast and 
David Beckham, so precise, 
with constant hope their ef- 
forts will bear fruit United put 
three past Barcelona twice and 
scored two against Bayern in 
Munich. At Old Tk-afford, at 
least they can score goals 
against Inter 

For the Italian giants are in 
disarray. Their home record in 
SmeA- eight wins, a draw and 
two defeats - is OK, but on the 
road they have been woeful 
winningjust twice, drawing four 
and losing six. While United 
duty dispatched Southampton at 
the weekend. Inter were held to 
a goalless draw by the equally 
troubled Juventus at the San 
Siro. That dismal display rame 
hot on the heels of defeats at 

T smn and, h iimiHatin gty; atlowty 
Perugia. In between, Inter were 
beaten 2-0 at home by Parma in 
the I talian Cup in a game in 
which three of their increasingly 


SPORTS BETTING 


By Ian Davies 

panic-striken number were sent 
off in a single incident for 
expressing their viewsalittie too 
coiourfelty to the referee . 

Despite conceding only 29 
goals in 28 League games. 
United, with goalkeeper Peter 
Schemichel in decline and an 
error-prone back four; remain 
vulnerable to a class outfit 
going forward. But with Ronal- 
do under a doud and veteran 
strikers Robert Baggio and 
Ivan “Bam Barn" Zamorano 
carrying injuries, along with 
Nicola Ventola, arid the attack- 
ing French midfielder Youri 
Djorkaeff somewhat inconsis- 
tent, Inter Lack the firepower to 
exploit this weakness. 

On Thursday, Chelsea 
should have no trouble beating 
Valerenga in the first leg of their 
Cup Winners’ Cup quarter-final 
tie at Stamford Bridge. 


LIVE 

ON TERRESTRIAL TV 


C 

H 

L 

S 

T 

IBaa Utd 

•MBS 

evens 

evens 

evens 

BUMS 

Draw 

2>I 

2-1 

2-1 

2-1 

2-1 

tater 

12-5 

5-2 

H 

12-5 

12-5 

Ctobaa 

2-7 

1-4 

1-4 

2-9 

2-7 

Draw 

7-2 

7-2 

7-2 

4-1 

10-3 

IMeraqp 

7-1 

9-1 

9-1 

17-2 

15-2 


OcterSateertasBlbiilriicUefaCxpqxarttf-B- 
rato: ADeoco Madrid aj*awwrtti ftomi 1 11-5. L}- 
Bologna 10 dm with Lyon (5-2. K l): Bordeaux 
to draw vriBi Fbrnta [15-8, C.H.LS). Marseilles 
(sports OctDog's oofe-pou setaen or 20- r. now 7-f) 
to bear Cete Vigo |li-iO, H). Pm A crdi lp: Tb*. 
tanhBn to DOM Soumampton (4-6. C T) Hmrar- 
row olric EnrapcanCqi qvartsr-anals: Bayen 
Munich to beat Kaderslautem (4-7. l_ 5). Jnvcn- 
tns to Deal Otymplalms p-5. Q: Real Madrtd u draw 
m* Dynamo Kiev (12-5, H] Pirinlo i lil t . 'i1xmiWI 
m in ejda y iobeatVfrnbMon(4-5.C.5) Thnrv 
day: C^> Mnner's Cop qmter Itaels: Lnkematb 
Boscow ra beat MmcjU HNb (8-15. C. H. 5); Pan- 
*m u draw rath Lazio (5-2. L). Untcks ibrathn 
to draw vntfi Real Maltora (12-5. If. 

C Coni. H MKam H*. L Lat&raKes. S Stanley, T tee 


WEEKEND POOLS FORECAST 


FA CARLING 
PREMIERSHIP 

7 Coventry v Chariton 1 

2 Southampton v West Ham -x 

3 Wimbledon v Leicester i 

Noe oa coupon: FA Clip sfadh round: Ar- 
senal v Derby- Barnsley v Tottenham. Sun- 
day- Manchester Ucd v Chelsea: Newcastle 
vEverton. 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 


32 Scunthorpe v Brighton . 

33 Southend v Swansea .... 

34 Torquay » Halifa* 

Friday: Caitiff « Chester 


4 Bimwigham v 1 

5 Bury v Crystal I 

6 Crewe vGivnst 


am v Portsmouth t 

iRrtace 1 

airiKby - a 

7 ipoMdi v Irwtmwe — 1 

B Ran Wale v Bradford Oty .2 

9 OPR v Wolves _x 

10 Sunctetond v Norwich... . - . 1 

1 1 Swntlon u BoKcji at 

12 West Brom v Oxford Utd t 

Not an coupon: HudrtervfMd v Stockporc 
Sheffield Utd v Watford. 


SECOND DIVISION 

13 Bristol Ravers v Ybric — - . 

14 Fulham v Lincoln City 

15 CMlinghem v Preston 

1 6 Manchester City v Northampton — 

17 Mlllwall v Notts County 

18 Oldham v Bournemouth.. 

19 Hading v Macclesfield 

20 Watori v Luton 

21 Wigan v Burnley 


-.1 

........... -—.t 

.. ... ...j« 


22 Wrexham v Chesterfield 

23 Wycombe v Colchester- - 
Not On coupon: Blackpool v Stotte 

THIRD DIVISION 

24 Carlisle v ShrewSbwy - - -x 

25 DorlihgTC* v ffrentlcrtf jt 

26 Easter v Cambridge Utd . ... x 

27 HuH v Mansfield - ...2 

28 Leyton Onent v Rochdale J 

29 Peterborough v Hamepooi 1 

30 Rotherham v Barnet .1 

Si Scarborough v Plymouth x 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

35 Alloa v Rarnsk ....1 

36 Arbroath v Inverness CT 2 

37 Oyde V Forfar 

38 East Rfe v Livingston 2 

39 Oueen of South v Sorting 1 

THIRD DIVISION 

40 Akvon r Montrose 1 

41 Brechin v Cowdenbeath.. ...... ,.,.»„.,._1 

42 Dumbarton v Cast Stirling .1 

43 Stenhousemuir v Queen’s Park... ... .1 

Not on coupon: Ross Oawty » Berwick. 

NATIONWIDE 

CONFERENCE 

*4 Barrow v Cheltenham 

45 Dover v Forest Green 

46 Famborough v WetBng 

47 ttoyes v Rusnden 

48 Hereford vlfclford . .. . 

49 Kidderminster v Hednesfort ... 

Nat an coupon: wngMonian v Morecambe: 
Leek v Ysovfl: NonhwKh v Kettering: South- 
port v Stevenage- Woking v Doncaster. Scot- 
tish Cup fifth round: Ayr u Clydebank or 
Dundee Utet Motherwell v St Johnsmne. 
SHBday; Rangers v Falkirk. Mondavi Morton 
v Ceinc. Scoft te ti Pratnlnr Liugtne Kil- 
marnock v Dunfermline. 

TEN HOMES; Covenrry v Chariton: Sunder- 
land v Norwich: Fulham v Lincoln Dry; Man- 
chester City v Northampton: Reading v 
MacclesiWd: Wigan v Burnley; Leyton Orient 
v&endale: PeurboraughvHanlep^lbxher- 
ham v Barnet: Alloa vParock. 

HVE AKrtVS; Rprn^le v Bradford. Hull v 
Mans Held: Arbroath v Inverness CP. East Fife 
v Lrvrngston. Barrow v Cheltenham. 

POUR DRAWS: Southampton V West Ham; 
Bjm)ifl£ham v Portsmouth: DPR v wolves: 
Wycombe v Colchester 

Pooh Comcast selections by ton Danes 
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Henryk foreign policy beefs up Wales 


THEY USED to grow their own 
in. Wales. They could whistle 
down the nearest mineshaft 
for a secraitk w forw ar d, hadt 
a scrum-half from the rocks 
around Cardiff Bay and pat 
themselves on the h^ck as an- 
other genius of a No 10 tumbled 
oftfoe production tine at the fa- 
bled outside-half factory tucked 
away in the valleys. Not any 
more, sadly. Nowadays, Red 
Dragonhood covers the planet 
like a scarlet shroud, from 
Theorchy to the Transvaal, from 
WUUand to the Waikato. 

When Graham Henry’s de- 
flated band of shop-soiled dis- 
ciples head for Paris for their 
weekend tete-a-tete with the 
French, they will do so armed 
with a brand new pack featur- 


BY CHRIS HEWETT 

ing Peter Rogers <bom in Maid* 
stone, developed in Johannes- 
burg, employed by London 
Irish, but boating a fatoerfrom 
Trimsarah) at loose-head prop 
and Brett Smkinson (once of the 
Whakiane Marat (dub in New 
Zealand's Bay of Plenty latter- 
ty of toe Whihato Chiefs, but now 

Neath) on the open-side flank. 
Rogers has been a tip for Test 
honours since Henry’s arrival 
in the autumn, but no one saw 
Smkmson owning, despite his 
Welsh grandparentage. 

Rogers replaces Darren 
Morris at the sharp end of the 
Welsh scrummaging effort and 


it is a sign of Henry’s concern 
at the set-piece defldencifis of 
his squad that he has (Slanged 
the r emainjng f^fn-lhfrdsofhis 
threesome. Garin Jenkins, the 
Fontypool hard out who now 
plys his trade at Swansea, re- 
turns for the lightweight Barry 
Williams at hooker while Ben 
Evans,asecondAHWhitefroot- 
rowo; takes over the tight-head, 
duties from the injured David 
\ farmg_ Unlike Jenkins, who fore 
experfom^ pretty much ewsty- 
thing Test rugby has to offer ex- 
cept consistent success, Evans 
has yet to start a fuD interna- 
tional You can almost hear 
Chris tian and JSyhrain 

Marconnet Ming their lips. 

Still Henry had to do some- 
thing: reverses gainst Scotland 


and Ireland have sent the 
Welsh into a depression and 
there would have been no point 


august company of Raphael 
Ibanez and his double Grand 
Sam-winning Tricolores. Smk- 
inson, mparticalan has been in 
blinding form of late, albeit 
against the half-baked opposi- 
tion produced by a Welsh Pre- 
miership, and the 28-year-old 
flanker will at least bring some 
Super 12 know-how to the red- 
shirted equation. 

Meanwhile, England re- 
called Victor Ubogu to their 
squad for this Saturday's set-to 
with the Irish in Dublin. Bath’s 
Nigerian-born tight-head re- 
places Graham Rowntree of 
Leicester in an otherwise un- 


changed 22-man sqi^-Rown- 
tree picked up an injury during 
his dub’s weekend cup tie .at . 
Richmon d — nnd hfo promotion - 
could scarcely be more wel- 
come to those who rate tom the 
form prop in the country. 

Clive Woodward, the nation- 
al coach, had been tempted to 
pull in Richmond’s Darren 
Qmnptoauutilhe realised that, 
he too had been incapacitated 
during Saturday's struggle at 
the Madqjski Stadium. In the 
event, the 34-year-old Ubogu fits 


26-minute “impact substitute” that emphasises the estent to 
on Saturday. which the mighty have been 

. “I considered Will Green of felled in the competition. 


the ability to play on either ride 
of the front row and renowned 
as a gifted ball-carrier with a 
starting turn of speed, he mil 
almost certainly add to his 21 
caps by taking the field as a 


but I’ve selected Victor on the 
ba sis of his exceHentdub form 
and his expedience at this 
-level" explained WbodwarcL It ' 
was something of an -'about-, 
face; during Ids brief spefl at. 
Bath before tabingon the Bag- 
land job 18 monlbsago,-the 
coach had been less than im- 
pressed ltywhri be considered, 
to be Ubogu’s half-hearted 

a ttachment tn'faf airijng .' 

Rrarwrteddy only three of the 

.T payty 

Wilkmson, Neil McCarthy and 
Lawrenee Dalla^o - wfll be (m 
Tetley’s Bitter Cup semi-final 
business next month, a fact 


and Richmond given home ad- 
vantage over Gloucester and 
Newtasfie,-respectively, and 
the pairings saved theRugfay 
FootbaU-Union a potentially 
itchy problem jwitfcRob An- 
drew’s Erioabs, whose Geonfie 
home at Kingston Park would 
not have met the 8,000 mini- 
mum capacity regulation. 

Nothing in rughy is ever en- 
tire^ straightforward, though: 
Wasps, scheduled to plqy their 
tie on Good Friday are worried 
that Loftus -Road will be un- 
available to them because of a 
Queen’s Park Rangers football 
match the following day. ' - 



Lloyd lauds a doubles delight 


Henman and 
Rusedski in 
tandem has the 
British Davis Cup 
captain relis hing 
their potential. 

By John Roberts 

FOB ONE so single-minded, 
David Lloyd was delighted to 
start the week with double 
vision- the sight of Ttm Hen- 
man and Greg Rusedski win- 
ning their first ATP Tour title 
together in the Guardian Direct 
Cup at Battersea Park, London, 
with the promise of success 
against the United States to 
come in the Davis Cup tie in 
Bi rmingham at E&SteC 
The British pah; who did 
not concede a set in their four 
matches against regular teams, 
defeated the No 3 seeds, Byron 
Black, of Zimbabwe, and the 
South African Wayne Ferreira ' 
in Sunday’s final 6-3, 7-6. 

Lloyd, the British captain, 
was contented, even though 
the he knew that Henman and 
Rusedski do not plan to make 
a habit of playing doubles out- 
side the national cause. 

“To be honest,” Henman 
said, “I don't think we redly 
have any ambitions in doubles. 
For us, we want to win the sin- 
gles titles and we want to win 
'Grand Slams, and I think if we 
were playing more and more 
doubles that would detract 
from that Singles is what it’s 
about" 

Rusedski defeated in Sun- 
day’s singles final by the Dutch- 
man Richard Krajicek, 7-6, 6-7, 
7-5, considers thatthe game has 
moved on since John McEnroe 
preached that doubles was the 
best form of practice for singles. 
"I think the Tour's a lot harder 
now than when McEnroe was 
playing,” Rusedski said. “In 
singles you could win maybe 
one or two rounds without hav- 
ing to exert yourself as much, 
whereas in the game nowadays 
in singles, if you're not sharp 
the first day you're out of the 
tournament" 

The encouraging part is that 
Henman and Rusedski are pre- 
pared to play doubles in the 
Davis Cup, even it means hav- 
ing to contest three five-set 
matches on consecutive days. 

“I think it's good," Rusedski 
said, “because having that day 
off in between sometimes can 
be tough if 1 lose my [first sin- 



Britain’s Tim Henman (left) and Greg Rusedski: Tve always thought they were a world-class pan;’ says lioryd.*! vroukhtft bet against them on any fast court’ Aflspori 


gles match] unless I'm playing 
well. I don't think there should 
be a problem if we have to play 
three matches in a row because 
we’re professionals, plus it's 
indoors as well" 

Henman agreed. “If you go 
to five sets in each match, you 
know you’re capable of it," he 
said. “It’s going to be taxing, but 
I'm sure we’re good enough to 
be able to do that.” 

Lloyd had no doubts. “%u 
can't ask for more than they did 
[last week],” he said. “I thought 
they performed on that fast 
court exceptionally well Tim, 
from the right-hand court, got 
better and better as the week 
went on, and in the end he was 
returning great. And for Greg 
to come out after losing a 


tough, three-sets singles I think 
mentally is veiy good for him. 
It showed a lot of character 

“Tve always thought they 
were a world-class pair and tins 
endorses U. 1 wouldn't bet 
against them on any fast to 
medium-fast court They com- 
bined wdl - a pairing of left and 
right handers is always a big ad- 
vantage - and Greg, with Tim 
at the net, can maybe serve for 
ayear and not be broken. You’ve 
got a guy at the net with a pair 
of the quickest hands in the 
game, and he loves volleying. 

“I'm really pleased for them, 
and I’ve got to thank the two 
coaches [David Frigate and 
Sven Groeneveld] for making 
my life very much easier. I 
wanted Tim and Greg to play 


together; and I was able to pick 
up the phone and ask. It’s 
helped the players, too. They 
know we’re all singing from the 
same hymn sheet With the 
Davis Cup and the Wbrid Team 
Champio nship ev ents coming 
up I think we've got a realty 
good team spirit On the court 
they were talking and liaising. 
It’s a healthy sign, and I 
couldn't be happier:” 

As Henman said: “TO knew 
we had the ingredients to be a 
good pair; but I think we were 
^easantiy surprised in the way 
we played. We improved a lot 
during the week. I thought the 
first match, against [Kevin] 
Ultyett and [Piet] Norval was 
like we were playing angles out 
there. We were serving and vol- 


leying and just playing court to 
court, and the guy at the net 
wasn't realty doing a great deal. 
We didn't make many returns. 
What you suw in the final was 
a 'combination ” 

Rusedski complimented his 
partner “I flunk my movement 
has got a lot better because 
Thu's played a lot more doubles 
than I have, so he knows how 
to move better on the court” 
Henman reciprocated. “Ybu 
look at it from a serving point 
of view and we played four 
matches, and I lost my serve 
once, and pretty much donated 
that game, and Greg hasn’t 
lost his serve at riL So when yon 
lose your serve once in eight 
sets, that is a good sign." 

AH of which still leaves Lloyd 


with the problem of finding 
reinforcements. The 32-year-old 
Nefl Broad, who partnered 
Henman to the Olympic Games 
silver medal in Atlanta in 1996, 
remains the best option as an 
alternative for the doubles. He 
combined with Henman when 
Britain lost the doubles cm the 
way to securing a return to the 
World Group against India in 
Nottingham last September 
“Neil’s been terrific,” Lloyd 
said. “When I told him an the 
morning of the doubles in 
Ukraine [that he wasn’t play- 
ing], he was terrific about it 
He’s a great t eam man. He 
knows that if everything’s right 
and Tim and Greg are both fit. 
they're going to play. He knew 
that against India, but as soon 


as I told him he was playing, he 
was up for it And be played 
very well this week [with the 
South African Robbie Koenig) 
against Tim and Greg. He 
knows thescore and he’s a ter- 
rific team man. Those three 
pick themselves. 

“The hardest bit is who else 
do you pick. It isn't easy, beKeve 
tne. I suppose you've got to look 
at the worst and think one of 
them might get injured, or they 
have a long match and not be 
up for the next two days." 

But Lloyd is not (me to dwell 
on negative thoughts. “I’d 
rather be British than Ameri- 
can,” he trilled, laughing while 
adding, “but that’s tongue-in- 
cheek." No point in over-play- 
ing the air of confidence. 


Rogers: New Welsh prop 

WALKS TEAM fR-« ftetteos* 

■»«mp w firm*. PW4*. Suontey): S 
HMVth (Sate}: M Mw* (SwwnsoaJ. M 
-After (Swansea). S fflbta (Swansea), P 
James (FontyprfkMU ** IPWJ- 

typrfdd). R Howie* (Cardiff. japtb f 
Rosers (Under Msh). GJeMitagwansea). 
B Boos (Swansea). C OateaeB (Richmond!. 
C Wfatt fUaneH). c Chants * 

StnUama (Neath). S OnftwaM (LfeneM) 
ITlilniwiiMiiir- KMorgu (Roncypndd). * 
Bateman (Richmond), D Uaweitgn IEW* 
VaieJ. M ltoflo (LUneJH). C Nttm 
(Swansea). A Lewis (CanSfl). B WBRama 
(Richmond). 


Wigan 
call up 
rookie 
hooker 

BY Dave Hadfteld 


WIGAN ARE preparing to give 
their 17-year-old hoohec Mark | 
Smith, his first taste of first- j 
team rugby in the opening \ 

game of the Super League sea- 
son. Smith, last season’s Acad- ! 
emy player of the year at 
Wigan, is set to be called into 
the starting line-up in place of ; 
Mick Cassidy for the match 
against Hull on Friday nigfrt. 

Their other potential hooker; 
Mark Rebet; is needed at 
scrum-half to cover for the con- 1 
timing absence of Tony Smith. | 
Wigan's need to strengthen \ 
their squad has seen them ex- ; 
tend their interest to St Helens' 
reserre stand-off, Scott Barrow, 
as well as his team-mate, Paul 
Davidson. 

The London Broncos have 
completed their squad for this 
season by signing the 24-year- 
old prop, Nathan Sologrnkin, 
from the Canberra Raiders. 

Wakefield Trinity’s morale 
far the coming season has been 
boosted by a signing of a dif- 
ferent sort The supermarket 
giant Sainsbury, has agreed a 
sponsorship deal with the 
newly promoted chib worth 
£600,000 over two years, 

The Lincoln Financial Group 
has agreed to extend its spon- 
sorship of tiie Great Bri**in 
team to cover this autumn's Hi- 
Series against Australia and 
New Zealand. Lincoln, which 
sponsored the Test series 
against the Kiwis last year; is 
also to provide backing for 
Britain's senior referees this 
season. 

The League’s director of 
referees, Greg MeCalium, is to 
issue a stern warning to coach- 
es at a meeting next Monday 
thatthe sort of persistent lying- 
on in the tackle that marred the 
Challenge Cup tie between 
Leeds and St Helens on Satur- 
day will not be tolerated. 
McCall um was furious with the 
infringements that prevented 
the match from achieving any 
fluency. 


La Costa too cosy for matchplay 


AS TIGER WOODS walked to the 
16th tee at La Costa last Friday 
afternoon, precarierusty placed at 
two down with three to play 
against eventual the champion. 
Jeff Maggert, a spectator plead- 
ed: “Don't make us watch bas- 
ketball on Sunday, Tiger." By 
then. Woods was at home and 

probably watching the only sport 

that fills American television 
screens at this time of year. 

Advertisements in newspa- 
pers during the week for ABC 
TV’s weekend coverage of the 
Andersen Consulting World 
Matchplay Championship fea- 
tured Woods, David Duval and 
Ernie Els, but instead four of 
the chorus line from the US 
Tour were the only players in 
action. A final between Mag- 
gert the 24th seed, and Andrew 
Magee, the 50th seed, was 
never going to continue the 
streak of the previous two Sun- 
days when the golf, with Woods 
in contention, gained higher rat- 
ings than the basketball. 

Ironically, one of the aims of 
the World Golf Championships 
is to offer huge pay-outs like the 
Sim (£645.000) Maggert re- 


by andy Farrell 

in Carlsbad, California 

orived, to go along with the Wri- 
ter Hagen Cup. and boost the 
earnings of professional golfers 
in comparison with others in 
American sports. Duval's 
record $2.6m from the US tour 

last year was still less than the 

average salary in the NBA. 

If it all sounds tike a 85m mis- 
take by the sponsors, it actual- 
ly shows up the fact that 
television has still not come to 
terms with matchplay golf. 

In the past, TV hated the 
head-to-head format because 
matches might not reach their 
fixed camera positions at the 
closing holes. Now, in the days 
of roving cameras covering all 
is holes and the positive image 
events like the Ryder Cup have 
given matchplay the problem is 
fixed schedules. 

It is the custom in the States 
for the midweek rounds to be 
hidden away on cable channels 
and for the national networks 
to grab the drama at toe week- 


end. This works fine for regu- 
lar strokeplay tournaments 
where the early action is large- 
ly forgettable but this week 
every shot mattered from tbe 
moment Nick Price teed off 
against Frankie Minoza on 
Wednesday morning. 

The drama came thick and 
fast on toe opening few days. 
That it did not last was disap- 
pointing - although Maggert se- 
cured his biggest pay-day tty 
dramatically chipping in at the 
38th hole of the final - but should 
not doom the event in its infan- 
cy. New characters such as 
Japan’s ShigeM Maruyama, 
Sweden’s Pririk Sjoland and the 
Argentinian Eduardo Romero 
came to the fore but. Woods ex- 
cepted, the leading stars found 
that reputation counted for noth- 
ing. Certainly, Montgomerie 
against Stadler aside, there 
were few heavyweight con- 
frcmfatkiPsthatBreduptoalocal 
TV presenters prediction that 
this event would be Efee “sumo 
wrestling with long pants”. 

It was onty four months ago 
that Wentworth staged a mem- 
orable Woods-OTWeara final in 


toe Cisco World Matchplay and 
that event wDl continue to thrive 
on its 36-hole, 12-man riite for- 
mat, as long as they are pre- 
pared to put up a purse to 
attract toe 12 best players and 
not just 12 available IMG clients. 

Its younger sister, with 
matches over 18 holes, badly 
needs to upgrade its venue. La 
Costa may have been a cosy 
home for the gentle, season- 
opening Tournament of Cham- 
pions on the US Tbur but (fid not 
provide enough of a test to de- 
fine the better players. Magee 
feels comfortable at La Costa 
because “I can fade toe ball off 
every tee. I dotft need to hit a 
draw." . , 

A true championship lay- 
out which tests the whole game 
should be found fin* toe event 
and will be provided when it 
travels to Melbourne in 2001. 
But for two of toe next three 
years it wifi remam at La Costa, 
a dear advantage to the US 
Ibur players who are tourna- 
ment fit after playing the West 
Coast swing. Europeans such 
as Cofin Montgomerie and Lee 
Westwood took off all of Janu- 


ary and suffered accordingly. 
Taking toe field directly from 
the world rankings did not help 
the Europeans’ cause and at 
least 20 should be guaranteed 
a start as opposed to the 11 who 
took on 40 Americans. 

Overall the impression was 
too much of a US Tour event 
rather than a major occasion as 
Maggert went to toe top of toe 
American money list with his 
$lm first prize, ahead of Duval 
and Woods. But in terms of 
Ryder Cup points, Maggert 
only gained as many points as 
toe winner of the concurrent 
Tucson Open and every other 
US Tbur event. 

■ White Europe’s big names 
were failing at La Costa, Swe- 
den’s Gabriel Hjertstedt won 
the Tucson Open in Arizona. 
The 27-year-old landed a 25-foot 
binfle putt on toe first play-off 
hole to beat America's Tommy 
Armour and qualifies for a 
place in the Masters at Augus- 


ANDGRSEN CONSULTING WORLD 
MKTCHP1AV CHAJBnONSHBP (La Co*- 
ta, Carlsbad, Caltr, alt pOnn 1151: 
HnH (SO Mcsli J Massert bt A Magee 
at 38th. Third place play-ott (18 
J Huston bt S Pate 5 and <r. 



Jeff Maggert celebrates after chipping in for victory AFP 


Hollow 
win for 
Cardiff 


CARDIFF DEVILS overcame 
Manchester Storm 2-1 in front 
of a capacity arena in south 
Wries on Sunday night- but the 
home victory was a hollow one, 
with Storm having pipped them 

to toe Sekonda Superleague 
title the previous day. 

Tbe hosts had to win the 
hard way coming from behind 
after Mike Morin had given 
Storm the lead in the second 
period. Butin the final session 
the Devils scored twice in a fit- 
tie more than two minutes with 
a short-handed goal from Kip 
Noble and the game winner 
from Martin Undman four min- 
utes from toe end. 

Bracknell Bees, determined 
to hang on to fourth position, 
cruised to a 5-1 home victory 
over Nottingham Panthers, 
with last season’s Superleague 
champions, Ayr Scottish Ea- 
gles, slumping to a 3-2 away de- 
feat at Newcastle Riverktogs. 

Sheffield Steelers’ run of 
four successive victories was 
halted when their weakened 
side was held to a 2-2 draw afta- 
overtime at the bottom club, 
London Knights. 

Results, Digest, page 25 
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seeks FA hearing 


GERARD' HOULUER has re- 
quested ft personal hearing to 
defend himself against a mis- 
conduct charge Laid by the 
Football Association. 

The Liverpool manager was 


By alan Nixon 


complain to the FA about Houl- 
^ r „ — ?«f ,s comments. Instead he 
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referee Mike 
it has been decided to 
bring him before Lancaster 
Gate's disciplinary bosses. The 
reason for the delay is that the 
FA's "sleaze buster”, Graham 
Bean, has been on holiday. 

Reed, who sent off Jamie 
Carragher at Chariton to spark 
HouHier’s outburst, did not 


and a covering letter asking for 
the FA’s observations, That has 
eventually meant that what 
Houllier said was considered 
serious enough to charge him. 

Coventry’s pharrman, Bryan 
Richardson, has been fined £500 
and warned about his conduct 
over remarks he made to an- 
other referee, Steve Dunn, after 


his dub’s 2-1 defeat at Wimble- 
don in December Carlisle’s 
chairman, Michael Kni g ht on , 
has also been fined £250 and 
warned about his conduct after 
commenting about the referee 
after his team's fflmp against 
Hartlepool on 12 December 
Derby's Argen tinian de- 
fender; Horado Carbonari, has 
been given a £1,000 and a sus- 
pended one-match ban as a re- 
sult of a misconduct charge for 
crowd incitement after scoring 
against Nottingham Jforest in a 
2-2 draw in November 
Liverpool and Kenny 
Dalglish's consortium, which 


indudes the rock musician Jim 
Ken; have distanced them- 
selves from speculation linking 
theformerKopidolwithanAn- 
fidd takeovec A Liverpool state- 
ment read: “Liverpool FC has 
had no approaches from anyone 
wanting to buy the dub." 

A&tOn Villa’s manager, John 
Gregory was also busy coun- 
tering rumours. He dismiss ed 
reports linking him with a move 
to Atletico Madrid as Arrigo 
Sacchi's replacement as “pure 
speculation.” 

Similarly, Tottenham have 
dismissed reports finking their 
captain, Sol Campbell, with a 


multi-million pound move to 
Real Madrid. 

Campbell yesterday had his 
court case for the alleged as- 
sault of a steward at Derby’s 
Pride Park adjourned until $0 
March. The case will be heard 
by Derby magistrates afto- Tot- 
tenham’s TOarthington Cup final 
against Leicester and three 
days after England’s European 
ChampiODshipquali^ingmatch 

against Poland. 

The problems at Crystal 
Palace are mounting. Their in- 
tended fund-raising sale of Lee 

Bradbury to Bi rmingham city 

has been called off, because 


Palace have not yet paid Man- 
chester City for him. Bradbury 
joined Palace five months ago 
in a deal worth &2m up front 
and the rest based on appear- 
ances. However City are still 
waiting for the money. 

John Gorman, Glenn Hoddle 
assistant when he was Eng- 
land's hag succeeded his 
fellow Scot Stewart Houston as 
first team coach at Ipswich 
Town. Houston joined Totten- 
ham after Saturday’s match at 
Bristol City linking up again 
with George Graham, with 
whom he hada successful part- 
nership at Arsenal 


French 
clubs vie 
for Uefa 
advance 


!g tu £ftt* 
>T. Mari; 
of first- 
tb* opening 
’.League mm- 
\s .Vod 
4l»e year at 
i-tp&e called 
in pUuv 
for the unite!; 
Friday 

hooker 

tyUt-JHlfo' te needed .«: 

fomrforthcevr.- 
ofTVmy Snntis 
md to stfengthi !. 
has seen then; c\ 
toSlHfier.*. 
-_-. fr BBriiw j Uiwl -Qg. Scutt Barrow 
KkVH tf hto teammate. P. iw 


«k.t. Ita London Broncos haw 
d ampM od Uw*r squad for tin? 
MMMonty ttgpwttg the 24 year 
mi prop, Nathan Sofoginkin. 
from the CaahtttaltAidm. 

: Yfoknftetd 'dinky's morale 
for foe eunbtg nano baa been 
boosted by a storing of ft dtf 
formU sort 'flu* superinactoK 
jpanLSainsbuni has agreoia 

sponsorship <fc»J wiih the 

newly promoted dub worth 
tMMttfr ever two years. 

Tb*Ltooota Fbanivil Grotg) 
ha« qpverf to extend »i* *}*»> 
somhtp of the Great Britain 
Seem t mxAwrtfefr Autumn'* Tri 
Series against Australia and 
New Zealand which 

jponiorM !JM* Test sene* 
tfUftdt- tho Kiwis last .war > 
«l«i to provide tokfcuitf *■*.' 
Itotoatti'fc «W ntfmvv !!;i 

jfMItttfl. 

The f^idie s dim-Iii: 

wterws.ritvKMrt'aUtim .• :>• 

te*^_fti*trr»WinunK It* ' 
es af a ttkWtnK ur*l «"!*.: .» 
Uut the «N?rf nf ppnn!»l«in '»■* 

] onmthflarfdclhalnwiti'i;.'.- 

i (taitai*’ t ut* Ue lh i« - ' 

| amt » HelwiA «) .v.: 

| 4ay *wll not be l rie:..'*. 

1 ifcCiiiUHro wartfurhwi 1 - «k.i ; • 

•. hw*i jtnw 

• the - • 


FRENCH CLUBS will tonight 
try to make up for the country’s 
European Cup failure this sea- 
son by securing three of the 
fourth, berths to the Uefa Cup 

Rftmi-feytlg 

Marseilles, Bordeaux and 
Lyon, the top three in the 
league standings, are attempt- 
ing to become the first French 
side to win the tour namen t 
Marseilles are at home to Celta 
Vigo, Bordeaux entertain 
Parma and Lyon travel to 
Bologna in a quarter-final line- 
up comprising only French, 
Italian and Spanish dubs. The 
Italians could also Haim three 
serai-final places, with Roma 
> paying Atletico Madrid away in 
tonight's first leg. 

Bordeaux, who eliminat ed 
Milan cm their way to the 1996 
final, face arguably the tough- 
est task against the favourites 
Parma, winners in 1995 and cur- 
rently second in SerieA despite 
being hi^by injuries and sus- 
pensions in their recent games. 

Parma’s French World Cup 
midfieldei; Alain Boghossian, is 
out but Dino Baggio, having 
recovered from a foot injury, 
should return along with the 
Argentinian pLaymaker Juan 
Veron, who has been 
suspended. Celta Vigo are 
arguably Spain's best hope of a 
place in fife last fbufc Atletico, 
under their new coach, Carlos 
Agulxar, face a Roma side who 
played brilliantly in Saturday’s 
J 1-0 Serie A defeat of Milan. 

Bologna have bad a 
remarkable run all the way 
from the InterToto Cup, but 
their morale has been hit by a 
5-0 thrashing by Piacenza at the 
weekend. They welcome back 
striker Giuseppe Signori from 
suspension. 

Lyorvi-OwinnersatParisSt* 
Germain last week, are without 
- their suspended Swiss striker; 
Stereo Grass! 



On the horns of a dilemma; Supporters and stewards of FC Zurich attempt to catch a boll in the stands of the club’s Letzignmd stadium 
before die Swiss premier league match against St Gallen on Sunday The bull had been bought by fans as a mascot after it was threatened 
with an appointment at the local abattoir, but it broke free from its minder and climbed into the stands before the game could start AFP 


Boavista ready to constrict ‘big three’ 


PORTUGAL 


THE |AC^tH k 1he r Ttrrtugufise 
title could go all the say to the 
final day and, for the first tune 
in 53 years, a dub outside the 
“big three” may lift the trophy. 

At this stage last season, 
Porto held a commanding nine- 
point lead over Benfica and 
they maintained that gap as 
they cruised to their fourth 
successive league triumph. 
With just 10 games to go in the 
current campaign Porto are 
again setting the pace, but Ben- 
fica and the outsiders Boavista 
are just one point behind. 

Benfica took advantage of a 


tense 0-0 draw in the deity be- 
tween Boavista and Porto on 
Sunday to dose on the leaders. 
Graeme Souness’s side trav- 
elled across Lisbon to Aiverca 
and came away with a 2-0 win, 
with the Welsh striker Dean 
Saunders opening the sewing. 

Boavista have won the Por- 
tuguese Cup five times but 
have never come dose to lift- 
ing the league title, which has 
been the exclusive preserve of 
the “big three" - Porto, Benfi- 
ca and Sporting Lisbon -for the 
past 50 years. Since the league 
started to 1935, the only dub 
outside that trio to win the title 
was Belenenses in 1946. 



AROUND 
The world 


Edited By 
Rupert Metcalf 


Albania 


THE ALBANIAN First Division 
team Burrell have ended a 10- 
day hunger strike launched in 


protest against penalties im- 
posed by the Balkan country’s 
football federation. 

Burrell's 17 players halted 
the strike on Sunday after the 
federation warned them either 
to play their next match or suf- 
fer relegation to the Second Di- 
vision. ‘Die dub, who had three 
of their players rushed to hos- 
pital after the strike was called 
off will play Apollonia Fier in 
Tirana today. They were 
banned from playing at home 
for four matches after gun- 
shots rang out during a match 

agaimt KK Ti rana in Tte rftmh pr 

and two of their players kicked 
and punched the referee. 


COLOMBIA 


THE FORMER Newcastle 
striker Eaustino Asprilla has 
been restored to the Colombian 
national side after his banish- 
ment from the World Cup - but 
he is stiff notahappy man. Last 
week he complained that he 
was only given economy-class 
tickets to fly from Italy, where 
he pfeys for Parma, to Miami, 
where he scored twice in last 
month's 3-3 draw with Ger- 
many. “To belong to the national 
team is to suffer;" he said. The 
Colombian Football Federation 
has responded by telling him 
not to complain in public. 


Tense race 
promised by 
familiar mix 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY went 
through the formal protocol of 
challenging Cambridge to a boat 
race from Putney to Mortlabe for 
the 145th time yesterday and 
mercifully were accepted. Oth- 
erwise 18 competitors of con- 
adetable brain would have been 
loose on the streets of Putney 
with Ettte but mayhem to cause. 

The crews for the race, start- 
ing at 3.30pm on Saturday 3 
April, are the equivalent in stan- 
dard to the Under-23 World 
Champio nship eights and again 
look well matched Each has a 
rich blend of experienced oars- 
men with senior international 
experience and talented youth. 

The youngest man in each 
crew is 20. Dan Snow for Oxford 
and Tdm Stallard at Cambridge 
are each products of the row- 
ing public schools and were on 
the same 1966 Junior World 
Championships team. 

The oldest in each is, in the 
modern Boat Race tradition, 
foreign and an Olympian. Brad 
Crombie. 28 and the Light Blue 
president, is a Canadian in- 
ternational who was spare man 
in the Atlanta Olympics. Yes- 
terday was the 30th birthday of 
Henrik Nilsson, the first Swede 
to row in the Boat Race in 1998 
and a competitor in the double 
scuff in Atlanta. 

However much it upsets 
those spectators who still 
dream of an all-British all- 
undergraduate race, the mix 
and match of nationalities and 
experience that are a genuine 
reflection of the student body at 
either place has provided much 
faster and closer races. 

Oxford, who had toe winning 
habit from toe mid-Seventies 


ROWING 


By Hugh matheson 


until 1993, have tried to break 
back with steadily better crews 
for the past three years only to 
find Cambridge going even 
fasten Last year both crews 
shattered the previous record. 
Since then Cambridge have 
lost several key athletes, 
including Alex Story who came 
to the crew late but was a 
crucial influence. 

The Light Blue president, 
Crombie, can still rely on the 
winning experience of Graham 
Smith who, still only 23, first 
won a junior world gold in 1991. 
and on Toby Wallace, who has 
a shorter pedigree but at 6ft 7in. 
has the better levers. 

As Robin Williams, their 
coach, said- “I feel we need to 
plan the race tactically. We 
should spread the experience 
through the boat and give the 
right backing to dose who have 
not done it before. We will need 
toe right mind in the right seat 
regardless of how well they row 
or how strong they are." 

At Oxford one of the most ex- 
perienced, James Roycroft, has 
lost his seat to a man who 
rowed to the winning reserve 
crew last year. 

There are three surviving 
Blues, last year’s president An- 
drew Lindsay, the Swede Nils- 
son and the president this time, 
Charlie Humphreys. Sean Bow- 
den, toe Dark Blue coach, for 
the last two races says: "They 
are not ahead in plain strength 
but I think the raring tem- 
perament is right They are 
more up for it" 


BOAT RACE CREWS 


CAMBRIDGE 


OXFORD 


B Crambla (president) (McGill Unhi 
Can. and Peter ho use) age 28. 6lt Gin. 
15st 41b 


DOM EBs (Harvard, US. and THnlty) 23. 
6 ft 5*n. 14st 61b 


G D C R Smith (UCL and Sr Edmund's) 
23. 6ft 3.75ln. 1«st 51b 


T A Stallard (Jesus) 20. 6ft 3 JSm. 1 3st 
81b 


T J Wallace (Jesus) 22. 6ft 7in. 1 5st 7Kb: 


Ai West p&le. US, and GonviDe and Cains) 
22. 6ft Bin, lAst 1 lib 


K (Christ's) 21. 6ft Bln. Use 111b 
T Hooge (Ger) (North-Eastern Unlit US. 
and Magdalene) 26. Gfc 7.75in. 15st 41b 
V Sharif (cox) [Owe) 19. 5fL 7st 61b. 


T H Ayer (US. Worcester) 24. 6ft Sin. 

1 5st 91b 

M A L Crooks (Milfcay. Can. and St 
Anne’s) 22. 6ft 2fn. 14st 11b 
M M Crotty (US. Keble] 23. 6ft 5in. 
I4st 121b 

C Von Etxlngshansen (Ger. Keble) 27, 
6ft 4.5m. ISst 21b 

CPA Humphreys (president) (Hamp- 
ton School and Oriel College) 22. 6ft 
3.Shi. 13st 11b 

A J R Lindsay (Eton and Brasenose) 
22. 6ft Ibi. I4sc 31b 
LHK Ninon (Unrw of Lund. Swe. and 
Hertford) 30. 6ft 3J5ln. 14st 11b 
D R Snow (St Raul's and BalBoT) 20. 
6ft 61n. 155191b 

N J O’Donnell (coxl (Rutgers Unlv. US 
and Keble) 23. 5ft 9hi. Bst 81b. 


TOMORROW 



Former Formula One 
world champion 
Damon Hill takes 
Brian Viner on a circuit of 
Bill Gates, Lear jets, body 
heat and why grand prix 
racing is like boxing 


SPORTING DIGEST 


BADMINTON 


FOOTBALL 


GOLF 


Lars Sotagub. or Sweden, has been 
named as the coach of the British 
ream which will be competing in the 
next year's Sydney Olympics. 


BASKETBALL 


4HJDWBRH LIMUC: Chester Jew 76 
UMnMJUlP Ejj 


Eagles 82 

NBA: PhttedetolU 87 Mfenuukee 76: Utah 
101 San *ffio«o 87. LA Lakers 106 How 
tnn 90. Detiou B9 New >1x11 68. Miami 84 
Orlando TBc -PtwtUnd IOO MJrmnou 93; 
Ptarnu 107 Golden 5Ufr 84. Chicago 90 
txwihi 88 (or). DHWW 116 Uantinwer 112 


BOWLS 

Eastbourne's Caiol Ashby survived 


Debbie Talbot's challenge to the 
Women's An-Engbmf Under- 31s 


singles Indoor 'tfrie at rhe ISCA 
Centre, Ewrer on Sunday night. 
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CHjgmONSWn (Siwm 4 »ta- 
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C 4*0 V (twtKwnri W S Scvouw |Ott Of 
Bri 71 .LS. W ear Ainoy tv Hbot ?<-20. 
nlv oHBpSwMp MOtl-nMls: Pinion 
ufoiwiBt&hwniH Mium 23*1. lax on* 


0 Mwn| tx vfiwii it tuwo) 18-9 m 
noran n Inr.-vn U-12 Quaptai 
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: H HUB lOMrii Gw- 
IkJ M arRMl {Ncnnuavi 21 v. V Moirtnn 
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Berti Vogts, the former Germany 
coach, has joined his old club Borus- 
slo Monchengladbach. the Bun- 
dcsJrga's bottom club, as a director. 
Northern Ireland will play France, the 
world champions, in a Friendly in 
Belfast on 1 8 August. 

Miguel Dominguez, a 19-year-old 
Paraguayan striker who has joined 
Middlesbrough on loan, is expect- 
ed to make his debut against 
Rangers in Alan McLaren's testi- 
monial match at ibrox tonight. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION HrM 
DhWon ft wtpno wfc RNikng w Arsenal. 
PONTIUS LEAGUE Third DMskxs Pow- 
panetft CorhW v 5onvhorpe. 

TENNENTS SCOTTISH CM* Fboftli iwnC 
R lip w Ni Clydebank « Dundee Utd (play- 
ing tomorrow venae rbo) 

CRUX LEAGUE! Verru 0 AEK Arums 3 
m UMWIO -mOPHVOnxrt-r.no*! draw: 
Norttiwcft Ucmu « KramnUn-EmieyvCM- 
tenium fcwnv Forest (Seen Row »,««*« 
tv Sauttoun; St Atoms CJrv eBoston 

(o be phtfcd Saturday 77 AWi) 

MmOflWnM LEAGUE niVsmAaqtv: Men 

21 Apr. OPR v Bradford City (from 2 4 Apr). 
LOAN: Andy GoUwrt [gOJUurrperJ Bristol 
RkOT) to Rmhden It Damonds. 


Jeff Maggerc entered the top 20 in 
thewonar 


I rankings for the first dme 
yesterday after beating Andrew 
to the World Match play 


Magee 


Championship on Sunday. Maggerr. 

cond play-onhote 


who won In the second 
at La Costa, moves up 10 places to 
1 5th while Magee another Ameri- 
can moves up 12 places to 39tli 
Tiger Woods remains top of the rank- 
ings although his lead over David 
Duval has been reduced. 


off fiofffl. T Armour 70 69 67 70 Z77 M 
Reid 71 67 7! 68: K TftpJett 69 69 70 69. 
27B BGetoerger 72 68 68 70: B Oieesman 
71 66 69 72. 279 N Henke 71 70 71 67: 
C Ravin 71 68 71 69: S Gump 68 67 74 70; 
F UngTuen 70 68 71 70: E Rustand 70 69 

70 70; D Toms 68 69 71 71.280SLyif (GBI 
68 70 74 68: S Flescn 67 72 72 69: P 
SunhowsU 71 71 69 69; D Dunakey 66 70 
73 71; J Carter 69 69 71 71; K Perry 69 68 

71 72: M Weir 68 72 67 73. Selected out- 
er: 287 P-U Jonansson (Swe) 68 70 73 76. 
RYDER CUP TABLES Leecflnf; pieces: Es- 
rope: 1 C Morasomerie fScol 5^90pcs: 2 D 
Oarke (N be) 3.453: 3 L Westwood ' 


HOCKEY 

EHA CUP Send- Huai dme Cannock v 
Southgate: Old Loughconians v Reading. 
(Ties to be played Sunday. 25 April). 


ENGLAND UNDGR-21 TEAM (v Ireland 


Under-2 1 s, M SC Mmye College. DuMht, 
et (Bach); R iwrfby (“ 


ICE HOCKEY 
SEKONOA SUPHLEAtHIE: Bracknefl 5 
Nottingham 1; Cardiff 2 Manchester 1; Lon- 
don r 


attingham 1; Cardiff 2 
m 2 Sheffield 2 (of); Newcastle 3 Ayr 2. 

PWDOLLGF GA PCS 
r3929 1 3 6 144 78 62 


mm (PDntypool). 
apt). L Moody 

ILekesrer). R»- 


WORLD RANKINGS (US oelass stated): 




3.412:4 M A Jimenez (Sp) 2510. 5 SSrm- 
ycr (Geri 2.660: SB Hwid (Erg2.235: 7 


I T Woods 12 79pts ave: 2 D Duval ' 

3 D Love m 9 88. 4 E Os (SA) 9.61: 5 M 
O'Meara 9.47; 5 L Westwood (GB) 9.07: 7 
C Montgomerie 1GB) 8 60: 8 V Smgh (fift 
8J8: 9 N Pnee (Zim) a 1 6: TO J Leonard 7.44; 

II J Furyk 727 . 12 P Micketai 7.19; 13 
F Couples 7.05. 14 M Ozau (Japan) 6.77; 
15JMaggert627:16SEWiWLon (AuMS55: 
17 D Clarke (GB) 5.75: 18J RamevHi (Swe) 
5 50; 19 P Stewait 5.37; 20 LJatuen 5 09. 
WORLD MATCHPLAY CMAMPIONSHIP 
(Carlsbad, California): (an US piayen): 
Fbul mind: J Maggerr bt A Magee at 38tii 
hole. Third place play-off: J Heston bt S 
Pare 5 and e. 

TUCSON OPEN (Arfanoa) loading Baal 
scores (US unless stared): 276 G Hjert- 
stedt (Swe) 67 68 73 6B (won at lint play. 


[Swe) 


(Geri 1.756; 13 PteGMey (ire) 1.715; 

~5Q; 15 Pr “ ‘ - 


CanHff_ 3925 0 

Noam 39 23 1 

Braduwll ..39 17 2 

Sheffield 38 16 3 

Ayr 37 16 3 

Newcastle- 37 11 2 
London 38 9 2 


4 10136 96 54 
2 13 129 125 49 
A 16 132 139 40 
2 17125 127 37 
2 16 120 122 37 
2 22 100 135 26 
4 23 104 168 24 


14 J M Olataba! (Spl 1 .550; 
1.542 - ' ' 


Futtte (Swe) •Chompfans; OL*Qvenime loss (tprll. 


J Van del . 

1.162. iJbp lOatenaot August guaBfy. Marti 
James, the oaofsto. oc#S rwcedefewtiSj. Uab- 
ed States: 1 D Duval 967pcs: 2 T tfbods 86 1 : 
3 M O'Meara 737. 4 D Love 559: 5 J Furyk 
550; 6 J Maecen 485: 7 P Stwart 442; B J 
Leonard 439:9 F Couples 426; 10 S Scrldc- 
er 412. 11 j Hustcn 399. 12 F Funk 370; 13 
B Nbyfer 347: 14J Shanan 335.4; 15 P Mkk- 
eison 335: 16 L Jaiuen 297; 17 5 Rate 286; 
18 9 Esres 270; 19 A Magee 264: 20MCa>- 
cavecctsa 252. {Top 10 after USPGA cham- 
fmorsrvpon IS August guaWy. Ben Crenshaw, 
me mpzotn. adtts two wM amis). 


MOTOR RACING 

Arrows Grand Prtx have announced 
that Japan's Toranosuke Takagi will 


Mdiy): I BaWiM (Bath); R Tttriby (Sara- 
cens). B Jo hns ton (Saracens). M Tindall 
(Bach). L Best (Richmond); D Wider 
(Durham University). P Rklunh (Lcndon 
Irish); D Hannan (Saracens). S Walter 
(Northampton). J Dawso n (Saracens). S 
BonhwkJt (Bach). A Brown ( 

A Sanderson (Sale, cap 
(Leicester). A Batting (L 
placements: M Walker (fexherham). J 
Pritchard (Bristol). J BrandaU (Northamp- 
ton). M ward (Newcastle). J Haytar (Or- 
relij. J Rele (Newcastle). A Hazel! 
(Gloucester). 

SCOTLAND UNDBt~21 TEAM (e kaly Ue- 
der-21s. Old Aoniealaod, Gwaan, Fri- 
day): P Rutherford (Peebles): R Itarr (West 
of Scotland). I Mdaroy (Ufcst or Scotland). 
A Dickson (Selkirk). M Di Rodo (Watso- 
nlans): CRtom (Gala), R Chrystle (Mel- 
rose): A Jaco bse n (PreHon LodgeFP). Bf 


Baboer (West of Scotland). C EM Oacca 
(West or Scotland). 

Scodand A beam (w haBy A, NetlierdaJe, 
Friday): S Lag (Ednbufgh Reivers); C Mok 
(Northampton), J Mayer (Edinburgh 
Rekera). R Erfiutsoo (London Scottish). C 
Jotter (Leicester): A D o nal ds on (Currie). 


THAILAND MASTERS (Banekak) First 

I bt Pwrthipf; 


reond: I McCulloch (Eng) bt PRirthiprasong 
(Thai) 5-1: H Abemethy (Sco) btAMahitthi 
(Thai) 5-3. D Ftnbow (Eng) bt K R»m(ang 
(Thai) 5-2: Chan WN lac (HK) bt D Reynolds 
(Eng) w/o. 


G Bores (Edinburgh Reivers 1: G Graham 
le Faioois). G 


(Newcastle Falcons). G Scott (Glasgow Cale- 
donians), M Praodfooc (EcBnbunjh Reivers] . 
I FUDareon (Edinburgh Reivers). S Camp- 


i (Northa m pton). L Harrison (Beter)- 
ee (Glasgow Caledonians). T Palmer 
(Leeds). S Taylor (H 


J White I 


be driving for dieir team alongside 
Spanlai 


the Spaniard. Pedro de la Rosa, in 
this year's Formula One champi- 
onship. The moves comes after 
they agreed to release Mika Salo 
From the remainder ot his contra cl 


, Caledonians). 

. rJHeriofsFPl.Ft 
r Uons. capt). A Mareya (Soiough- 
mufr). Reptacamaata: B Rutiraeo (Mekose). 
G Rosa (Her lot's FP). M Lee (Berwkk), A 
Hall (Moseley) C Smith (Melrose). R 


Barton (Edinburgh Reivers). 

(Glasgow Caledonians), C 
(ErSnburgh Reivers). S Reid (Cape Leeds). 
5 Holmes (London Scottish). R« place- 
ments: M McKenzie (Bouigofa-Jjneu). D 
Officer (Harlequins). G BawuWga (Glas- 
gow Caledonians). I Si n cl a ir (Etfnburgh 
MeWers). C Hogg (Edinburgh Reivers). WAa- 
derson (Glasgow Caledonians). R Rosstdl 
(Edinburgh Reivers). 

18TLEV*S BITm CUP Saml-Haal draw: 

Wasps v Gloucester Richmond v Newcastle 
(Ties io be played 2/3 April). 


SQUASH 

Scotland's Peter Nlcol yesterday cel- 
ebrated his 14th month at No 1 in 
Che world rankings. 


TENNIS 

GUARDIAN DIRECT CUP (Battersea, 
“ abT 


London) Men's double* final T Henman 


and G 
W Ferreira (SA) 


lusedsid B Black (Zlm) and 


SUP E RTHRgT CLASSIC (Oklahoma Ocg) 


Woman's 

ACoetzer 


SfaaXlaS 

(sSTw 


6-4 6-0 


d: V Williams (US) I 


ATP TOUR RANKINGS: 1 P Sampras (USl 
3.449pcs; 2 Y Kafelnikov (Rus) 3.382;/ 


SNOOKER 

UVEKNKH. VICTORIA CHARITY CHAL- 
LENGE (Darby) Final: J Higgins (Sco) bt R 
crSur&ran (Eng) 9-4. 


;3 A 

Corretja (Sp) 3.250: 4 C Moya (Sp) 3J34; 
3 P Rafter (Aus) 3.138: 6 M Rtos (Chile) 
2,880: 7 T Henman (GB) 2.764: 8 R Knufcek 
(Neth) 2.702; 9 A Agassi (US) 2.583: 10 G 
Rusedski (GB) 2.439 


^riwUftwtewibtCSKvi 

JMft; ACtt (HKFftCnA'IW 
MR Jl-IT. p Boo flairVou 




■liinjiw ,l«bkn*VUcl W s 

aU.’l 


14.5 PArC'«kX> !»■¥■ 

wcni w P w.>vi ttwa tioyo 
(UrwMMlNlHM IK MdliWr 
bt km 21-11. Burgees W Eti> 
-14, £1*nril imjjron b« M.a*n- 


',7*- GOXING 
Htffe Hkfe vw8 defend W WOrid B«- 

aSSffc flSSilSprlUWe 

^ to wfttKtrsw few ahead of 
his ttefecte 8garol Anwnw'4 Orkn 
Norris in NewcdsiSf tan ! 3 r ebnjary 
bKdusc W ,» wress-reldteo skm 
ofem Ms prevnofer. PfAflk Warren, 
lui y« to onjKwnce hMe'5op0OMf»L 


CRICKET 
Tour wuoiae ( p uttw fc b* 1 **"* 1 


mm mayor iwii Wni 

W 1 J7 ” 


i r r l»4. 5 c D *>KUti &• 

4*.1 aim i 8 1 ’ iS RaR WUrii hi-, b C G Ma.-GW 
7.2*11 AUSH4M wr (•* T Waugh ion. »D 

Ring -i 75) JUiwriJttwttbyontattoto 
and bU rim*. 


■Irtn CUP Sond-Anaa |[IWgF«w«. 


bcborioc: two •• third day 

lama, a 200 |R Ptiwci 1 1 1 * ' •», ^ 
fc-rali an.1 ihfi it U«V* *i ’■ N JV*ry V. H 
i«vbi4-Mi -fi A cunpurt 66. 

K iL'*4n N fet'y 


CYCLING 

KUURNi-WttNUatl.KULMWrt IW3I 
fiBthm); UM w lw wN MN illW—th' 
Saiiwi «owe. 2 l Muwtwj 
KVor. -jnv rawr. * A UmviUHto 
(- •w.irar ;tri la Jipsumt rtnffua ’M. s 


i i«j;.Mi.Nethi TVM WH 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


RVMAN LEAGUE Piwnier DMsIoo: 

FOOTBALL Aylesbury v Heytondge: Boreham IMaod v 

7 30 unless Stated Slough; Bromley v Si Albany Hrst DM- 

um rup clou Grays Alhtartc v Braintree Town: 

QUARTER -FINALS Leatherhoid v Weakfctonej Lqriw Pen* 

n riant v Berfchamsted Town: Oxford City v 

AiietKO Mad! id v Roma (8-30) Whyideafei Ukbridge vveadmg. s^oad 

BoKana v Lvom (4.30) DhrWouBanStMdAHileBcv Harlow toarc 

Bor^awi v Pinna (6.30) - Bracknell Town v Ttwrie UKU HemH 

Marseilles v Celta Vigo (8.15) - ••• Hempstead vWjvenhoettwn:Hunffrf»d 

m CARLING PREMIERSHIP Town v Hertford Town: Wfindswir Eton v 

T^tiehham V Soulhamptijn (745) Horsham Third DMflra OapWfi jr 

aMnoMMIDE LEAGUE £gham fcwa Cheshunt vCroydonAtNehej 

PtftST DIVISION Cormtiuan Casuals v Awtey: Ftackwell 

Benwigham * Norwich (7.45) .. Heath v Camberley Town; Ti^yv 

BuryvWolues (7 45) - - Hornchurch, Ware v Ford Ufd. Puma Cap 

Crewe v Brisral City (7 45) Fourth round: HricNfi Tbwn v Purfleet. 

Huddersfield v Bolton 17 45) vandand Trophy Fourth round: Tbot- 

ipswsh v WSIfard (7.45) - (ng SMuchamv Epsom fiE well. 

Rart Vale v Grimsby f7 JA) •- ■ ■ UNIBOND LEAGUE Premttr Dtvisfam: 

Sheffield Utd wCryital MNC(7.«9| ... „ Whitby Town (7 45). 

bunde^v^^lB^.^) JjJ2wNrv NUhiehNn: Lfflgh RMI v 

"W a*"™** cup Fourth round: 

_ Accrington Stanley v Guirele* Suly- 

B** 1 *"™ 1 " v EffiSj! L;~ bridge Celtic v Bursowgh. 

MiaffiJU!'.. 5} .1 -”■ DR MARTENS LEAGUE Promttr DM- 

S^^fleld v5tokr i7.45l ***« Hothweil town v Worcester Cty 

BS^vS5L.i« 

third DIVISION derford town: Reddrtch Wd v evesnam 

rYirimornn v E«rier 17 45) - Uid: Stourbridge v Solifiull BOTOUpL 

E$SSm7C£!pA| SouN-rn DtoSo* Ashted townv 

umiosCREENS SHIELD CheJrns/ord City: Basnley u Wftmey tam. 

« n gilS!SSgfSSSS“ 

qu unm. v Sutton Coldnelft TnlnirooiKl roptwF 

Rochdale v Wigan (7.45) - EbBton town v Bun on Albion. 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE WMSYOfiLRAD KENT LEAGUE Pro- 

TMtftD DIVISION miorDfettlom Beckenham town vShep- 

Ran County v EaM Stirlin g - pay Utd' Greenwich Borough v Chatham 

snumnsStdNAL lbwn;He«wBayyFavrrshamtoiinRan«- 

WTERNADONAL y Thamesmead town: Hade Green v 

Enguravnaiy „ Tunbridge wens. 

ENDSLEICH CHALLENGE 

Donta«er V Nonhwsh 5” ^LSdTcort* V Ford spora 


SCREWRX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
DMsJoo: Bishop Sutron v Raulton Rovers: 
Caine v BacJnveU. Its pumps Cup 
Ouarcer^flnalf: Devizes v Yeovil. 
NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
Firs Mufsiom Leek CS08 v GtaKBe town 
Rarosbottcm Utd v Maine Road. Flood- 
lie trophy TMrd round: Atherton Col- 
lieries v Clnheroe. 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND AL- 
LJANCE: Halesowen Harriers v Willen- 
hall town: King's Norton town v Sandwell 
Borough; West Midlands Police w Wednes- 
field. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 
Dhrtstoiu Dtes town v Stowmarket town: 
Fakenham town v Watton Utd. Lowest- 
oft town v Halstead town: Wrexham v 
Woodbridge town. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Hrst DMsioit: Blllingnam Syn- 
(homa V Crook town; Duns ton federation 

Brewery v BSUngham town; tow Law town 

v Seaham Red Star. W«t Auckland v Con- 
sen. 

BL OF KALES PRE1VUER CUP Quarttr- 
fltul: Cardiff Ccy v Swansea Cty (7.1 5). 
SMRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Pmuttr«- 
vtslon: Newry v Glentoran. 

PUSH LEAGUE COCA-COLA League Ctip 
Rrse round: Omagh town v Disiiilery (or 
ftsftfferv). Quener-flnals: Crusaders v 
ChftorwiBe. 

LEAGUEOPWALESGObertCupSeml- 

fttat B»ry town w Inter Cdde-Td Cardiff. 
PRESS A JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE.- Elgin City « Wide Academy. 
RstheS V Cove Rangers 18.0) 

PONT1NS LEAGUE Prouder DMefau: 
Derby * Leeds (7.01; Eyerton v Blackburn 
(7.01 (cr Witmes RLFC). Third TMMctttu 
Halifax u Hull <2 0). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
Rrtt Dttistoai OPR v Chariton. 

ALAN MCLAREN TESTIMONIAL: 
Rangers v MattJesbrewgh- 



RUGBY UNION 

Jamie Mayer, the Scottish interna- 
tional centre, will join Bristol, the 
Premiership Two leaders, next sea- 
son when they return to the top 
flight either through promotion or 
the buy-out of London Scottish. Bob 
Dwyer. Bristol’s coach, has also 
signed Mi chad Horak. the Leicester 
full-back. 

Jason Little, the New South Wales 
and Australian Test centre, could be 
out for up to eight weeks after frac- 
turing his collar-bone during the 1 3- 
1 3 draw with South Africa’s Sharks 
on Saturday. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


27 


The number of medals 
Norway's top cross-country 
skier, Bjorn Daeklie, has 
won in world and Olympic 
competition. On Sunday, 
though, he returned home 
from the Nordic World 
Championships, Iteld in 
Austria, unthoui a gold 
medal for the first time in a 
decade. He only uxm one 
bronze and one silver. 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed Independent snow and 
weather reports horn 1 80 resorts 


First, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 00 843 
(the fax lists codes for 180 re- 
sorts} 


1b listen to the latest snow and 

weather report 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 + code 


For a rax copy or the latest snow 
and weather report; 

Fax 0900 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed four-page summary of 
conditions in 180 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 


Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Slopes (cm) 
Lwr Upr 

Last 

snow 

Temp 

Forecast 

Pas de la Casaioo% 
AUSTRIA 

Great 

95 

115 

22 J 

-6C 

Clearing 

BKK 80% 

Good higher runs 

TO 

50 

10.2 

-5C 

Seeded 

HfiChpjllbefglOO% 

BULGARIA 

Best In years 

60 

290 

24.2 

-2C 

Variable 

Pamporewo 100% 
CANADA 

Good 

75 

180 

23.2 

-SC 

Sunny 

Tnemblant 95% 

FRANCE 

Loose granular 

65 

140 

21.2 

-13C 

Cloudy 

Chanoribr 90% 

Good upper runs 

130 

320 

24.2 

1C 

Variable 

M ogive 98% 

iTAiy 

Great 

125 

295 

24.2 

*3C Changeable 

CamplultQ ..100% 

Good 

30 

50 

23.2 

-4C 

Overcast 1 

Madonna Di ..90% 

SCOTLAND 

Good 

40 

90 

23.2 

-2C Changeable 

Glenshee ....100% 
SWITZERLAND 

Deep fresh snow 

35 

55 

282 

-2C 

Wntry 

Nevis Range ..90% 
UNITED STATES 

Fresh falls 

45 

60 

13 

-2C 

Showers 

Stowe 100% 

fiadretfgroomed 

G5 155 20.2 -16C Cloudy 

information supplied Oy Ski Hotline 


Calls to 090) cost GOp per min. 0906 cost £1 per mm. 0870 calls are standard national race. 
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England wait on ‘infirm four’ 


CRICKET 


by oerek Pringle 


ENGLAND UNVEILED their 
World Cup squad at Lord's 
yesterday, before revealing that 
four of the players chosen - 
Michael Atherton. Graham 
Thorpe. Neil Eairbrother and 
Ian Austin - have two weeks to 
pass a series of fitness tests. In 
contrast Australia, one of the 
tournament favourites, have 
left out two of their fittest play- 
ers, Greg Blewett and Michael 
Slater, who are playing some of 
the best cricket of their 
careers. 

Apart horn the haste with 
which the “infirm four" have to 
prove their fitness, there were 
few surprises, and 10 of those 
invoked in the recent one-day 
scries in Australia were in- 
cluded Inevitably with such a 
prestigious event as the World 
Cup. there were disappoint- 
ments as well, and Nasser Hus- 
sain. one of England's leading 
scorers in that series, was left 
out. 

It was. according to the 
chairman of selectors, David 
Graveney. one of several tough 
decisions in shaping a squad 
that apparently took until Sun- 
day to ratify. 

If many will see Hussain's 
absence as a glaring omission, 
the presence of the 21-year-old 
.Andrew' Flintoff was a positive 
factor. Having lost a good deal 
of weight at the end of the sea- 
son. Flintoff caught the seleo- 
torial eye just at the right time 
and his explosive batting per- 
formances on the A tour of 
Zimbabwe and South Africa 
have roused interest. 

One thing irks, howevec and 
considering that the four under 
review - Fairbrother (recurring 
hamstring trouble), Austin (re- 
cent knee operation^, Thorpe 
and Atherton (both dodgy 
backs) - are the selectors' first 
choice, the insistence on a IS 
March deadline appears un- 
generous. The tournament in 
Shaijah in early April may be 
a good place to make final 
preparations, but the condi- 
tions are so different as to 
make the drawing of any worth- 
while conclusions minimal. 

According to Graveney, the 
stringent deadline is to avoid 
the issue being fudged further 
down the line. “They will be 
tested by Wayne Morton, the 
England physio, aver a period 
of days. If (here are any doubts 
they won't be included,’' he 
said. But while one can see his 
point, that they have until 2 May 
to make any final changes, as 
well as the right to replace a 
player at any time, makes the 
haste seem indecent 

Fbr Atherton, the period may 
prove insufficient anyway. This 



, . ?v. 



week he undergoes work: on a 
troublesome facet joint in his 
lower back. According to Mor- 
ton, the severity of Atherton's 
symptoms outweigh the pathol- 
ogy that causes them: that is, 
a small problem is causing a 
large amount of inconvenience, 
which is what forced him to 
miss the final Test in Sydney. 

The process, which involves 
nothing more intrusive than an 
injection, bbxks off the pain sig- 
nals transmitted by the nerve 
which causes the back muscles 
to go into protective spasm. 
This, apparently, is a different 
problem to the chronic spon- 
dolytis he has somehow coped 
with most of his career. 

If it sounds gruesome, 
Atherton is hopeful that it mil 
bring an end to the myriad 


cortisone jabs he has received 
in recent times. Even so, 
expecting Atherton to gambol 
around like a spring lamb in a 
fortnight’s time - remember; 
run-saving in the field will be 
just as important as run-scor- 
ing with the bat- may be ask- 
ing a bit too much of him. 

By his own admission, 
Atherton, who has played just 
a single one-day international 
in the past year feels he is in 
the squad as an option rather 
than a certainty This is not the 
case with either Thorpe or 
Fairbrother, both of whom 
would be first choice to occupy 
the middle-order. Indeed, a 
thumbs-up from Atherton for 
the first game on 15 May would 
significantly improve England's 
chances of making the final 


As hosts, England will have 
great hopes of winning the tro- 
phy for the first time. Hie 
biggest obstacle, though, will 
getting past their group stage, 
which includes India, South 
Africa, Sri Lanka, Zimbabwe 
and KCnya, freon which three 
teams qualify. 

However the early season 
conditions - the first match, 
England v Sri Lanka, is at 
Lord's on 14 May - should 
favour Alec Stewart’s side, 
which is probably why the 
selectors have included Angus 
Fraser as well as gamb lin g on 
the likes of Atherton and 
Austin, who both have excep- 
tional one-day records in Eng- 
land. 

The announcement of a 15- 
man squad comes a month 


early - 31 March is the dead- 
line for final squads, which is 
why other countries have 
named 19 players in their 
selections. 

With no more cricket before 
the cut-off date, the selectors 
felt that further prevarication 
was futile. In two weeks’ time 
we should know. 


BATTING: ONE-DAY INTERNATIONALS 


N H MrtiradNr (Lancs) 66 

N V Knight (Warwicks) 40 

O P Thorp* (Surrey) —.4* 


G A Hkk (Worcs) 87 

M A JUburoan (Lancs) _54 

AJ 5 MW M T (Surrey cape) ..1 16 

V J Wells (Lfifcs) 7 

A J HollhaUJSurreyl 31 

M A Hat h am (Surrey] 30 

ROB Craft (Glamorgan) 40 

I D Asotin (Lancs) ...A 

ARC Frassr (Mkfcflesex) 37 

D Gough ptorteWre) 56 

A D MuIUiry (Ldco). ......... .J2 

A rancoff (Lancs) has yet to make 


AUSTRALIA Pitllalaiiy World Cup 
squad: S R Waugh leapt). 5 K Wirne, M 


squad: S R Waugh (captl. S K Whme, I 
G Bevan. A C Dole. D W Honing. A C 
Giichrist.JNGnespte.IIHarvey.SPJu- 
lian. S G Law. S Lee. OS Lehmann, SCG 
MdcGin. G D McGrath. D R Martyn. R T 
Punting. P R Reiffel. M E Waugh. B E 
Young, 


I NO Rubs 

64 17 191B 

40 3 1498 

44 7 1482 

86 9 2990 

54 3 1791 

111 8 3211 

5 0 131 

28 6 573 


HS 100 SO 
113 1 15 


127 2 12 
116 2 18 


28 11 274 


37 13 272 

9 2 42 

one-day debut 


BOWLING: ONE-DAY 


llnan. J N Rhodes. L Wusener. N Boji. 
M V Boucher. A A Donald. A C Dawson. 
5 Bworthu. D M Benkenstein. D N 
Crookes. P L Symcox. N ftjthas, P R 
Adams. M Ncinl. 


Gunman’s record. 
Under- 19s’ rich day page 23 


VJWi 32.4 3 

D Gough 5193 43 

ADMnlbUy 194.3 21 

Ai HoUoau 1783 4 

ARC Fntf 348.4 50 

M A EaJbam 3453 14 

RDB Craft .351.0 21 

G A Hkk _ 149.1 4 

OP Thorpe..- 30.0 1 


INTERNATIONALS 

Runs Wks 5W10W BB 


! D Austin 37.3 1 


r 1.0 


THE TUESDAY CROSSWORD 


\o-3Sj9 Tbcsdav 2 March 


by Aelred 


Monday’s Sohition 
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Celtic win Farry fight 


ACROSS 
Intrude gradually, 
having enclosed fish (8) 
Male bias suggested in 
this church book? (6) 
Daggers partly revealed 
bv strobe lights (5) 

Wine: the lot is 
knocked back by 
trainee soldier (8) 
Capitalises on changes 
to include one acquiring 
in-depth knowledge (14) 
Formerly concerning lis- 
tener from abroad (6) 
Good answer adopted by 
Denmark's port <6) 
Frenetic activity behind 
space on top storey 
we hear, leads to 
complaint (9.5) 

One good saint possibly 
taking in university? <81 


22 Story of one backing 
Irish legislators (5) 

24 Regret backing work 
by English for the 
continent (6) 

25 Muses perhaps on 
restrictions currently 
in operation? (8) 



JIM FABRY'S football career is 
effectively at an end after the 
Scottish Football Association 
chief executive was yesterday 
suspended over the Jorge 
Cadete affair. Celtic have 
claimed for three years that 
Fairy delayed the processing of 
the transfer of the Portuguese 
player in time for the Scottish 
Cup semi-final a gains t Rangers 
in 1996. Celtic lost the game 2-1, 
but yesterday they won the 
war against the most powerful 
figure in the Scottish game. 

The SFA has offered Celtic 
a written apology as well as 
agreeing to pay compensation 
and meet Celtic’s legal fees, and 
Fergus McCann, the Celtic 
chief executive, ye s te rda y wast- 
ed littie time in con demning the 


FOOTBALL 


BY David McKinney 


part played by Farry. “It has 
taken Celtic and its supporters 
three years to receive justice on 
the issue of the SFA's chief ex- 
ecutive Jim Early’s failure to 
properfy register Jorge Cadete. 

“It is deplorable that a 

p p r pw fnpn t member chib should 

be disadvantaged in this way 
when on several occasions the 
SFA’s chief executive had the 
opportunity to make the correct 
decision. Mr Early’s failure to 
property and timeousty register 
Jorge Cadete leaves the dub in 
rro other position than to ask for 
the officebearers of the SFA to 
recognise that Mr Faery's po- 


sition is untenable. This case 
demonstrates clearly that Mr 
Farry cannot be allowed to 
hold and exercise such power- 
ful authority." 

The issue recently went to 
arbitration with the SFA ad- 
mitting liability before pro- 
ceedings could finish. Clearly 
angered by the whole situation, 
Celtic are demanding the dis- 
missal of Farry who has held 
the top job at the SFA since 1990 
following 10 years as secre- 
tary of the Scottish League. 

In die last nine years he has 
been frequently criticised for 
his dictatorial attitude which at 
times appeared out of tune 
with the ordinary supporter 
He insisted on Scotland playing 
a European Championship 


qualifier on the day of the 
funeral of Princess Diana onty 
to back down in the face of se- 
vere pressure and cxiticisni. 

Fany’s motives for delaying 
the Cadete transfer remain un- 
clear and although Celtic sup- 
porters will interpret his 
actions as indicating a pro- 
Rangere stance McCann re- 
fused to be drawn on the topic. 
Tm not claiming there was 
malice but there was intent 
There was a failure on his part 
despite the advice of Fifo and 
Celtic. This is a matter that goes 
beyond Celtic Fbotbafl Club, 
it’s a question of somebody 
who has failed to follow the 
rules of football." 

McCann intends to hold dis- 
cussions with the other chibs in 


Cork in 
deal to 
stay at 
Derby 


by Brian McKenna. 


At Lord’s yesterday David Graveney the chairman of selectors, reveals the names of the 15 England players who hope to lift cricket’s Wwtd Cap trophy in June AUsport 


DOMINIC CORK has signed a 
new four-year contract at Der- 
byshire with toe ffrstt^ years 
guaranteed as captain. - 

The England all-rounder 
has settled his differences 
with the county and a dub 
statement said it was hoped 
Cork would continue as cap- 
tain “for many years". . - 

Last month Cork put in a 
written request to be released 
from his contract after his de- 
mands that two committee 
members be ousted were re- 
jected The former chairman 
Vic Brownett resigned be- 
cause of the power struggle. 

Cork also claimed a “dirty 
tricks campaign? was being 
run within the dub -against 
him after it was reported he 
had abused Trevor Bowring, 
the newly appointed chair- 
man. But Cork said yesterday; 
“I am happy that all the dif- 
ferences have been sorted out 
and we have a structure that 
we feel can allow me to con- 
centrate all my efforts into 
ipflHing Derbyshire into a suc- 
cessful future." 

A eluh statement said: “Fal- 
lowing discussions with com- 
mittee members Les Elliott 
and Trevor Bowring, and lat- 
terly with the secretary, pre- 
vious problems have been 
resolved with a thorough ex- 
amination of the way in which 
cricket is run at the county. 

“As a result, a structure 
has been putin place to ensure 
that it creates dear and pro- 
fessional management guide- 
lines for the running of first- 
class cricket at Derbyshire. 

“A cricket committee, com- 
posed of a chairman selected 
to work with the captain, the 
captain himself, the vice-cap- 
tain, the second XI captain, 
plus the new post of cricket 
manager; will have total au- 
thority over professional crick- 
et, within a set budget The 
position of cricket manager 
will be filled shortly." 

Meanwhile, Andy Hayhurst 
Derbyshire’s director of 
coaching and development 
has left the dub by mutual 
consent 

A statement from the chib 
said: “The dub would like to 
thank Andy for his services to 
Derbyshire and the valuable 
contribution he has made dur- 
ing his time at the dub.” 

During bis playing career 
Hayhurst captained Somer- 
set and also turned out for 
Lancashire. 



Fhny: Suspended 


the Scottish Premier League 
and his frustration with: the 
power-brokers at the SFAcould 
prove the motive towards a shift 
of power towards the newbotty 
who would effectively run: the 
dfite body of Scottish football. In 
the meantime Fiany has agreed 
to co-operate with an SFA in- 
vestigation into his actions. 
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A French item split? (8) 
Support English and 
Scottish bank (4) 


Figures house doctor 
will be found in Rhode 


will be found in Rhode 
Island (6) 

They have some 
resistance to official 
letters (4) 

Annoyance at min- 

/ini 


8 Sensuality of mailman 
is amazing (9) 

13 Animal shelter one's 
about to erect on hill 
needs an assistant (10) 

14 Notice speech which 
shows obsession (9) 

17 Want to get into castle? 
You could walk in if 
water’s so (4 -4) 

18 Clothes right when put 
on GI? (3-3) 

19 It’s drunk by one in 
Scotland and is a 


Ronaldo stays behind as Inter depart 


healthy drink (6) 

21 Cooled down on 1st of 
last month? Just the 
opposite (,4> 

23 Greek character 
contributing nothing to 
Independent Television 
Authority (4) 


cepie s crumbling (10) 
How from whalebone 


How from whalebone 
you might get this? (6) 


SO ALEX FERGUSON will not, 
after aH have the world's great- 
est striker to worry about 
tomorrow night Ronaldo him- 
self put an end to the possibili- 
ty that be would appear in the 
first leg of the European Cup 
quarterfinal at Old Stafford 
when he announced last night 
that he will not be on the fligh t 
carrying Internationale's squad 
from Milan today for their meet- 
ing with Manchester United. 

Yesterday afternoon the 
Brazilian went through a final 
session designed to test his 
injured knees. After coming off 
the practice pitch at La Pineti- 


by Richard williams 
in Milan 


na, Inter's training centre, he 
spoke to the coach, Mircea 
Lucescu, the dub doctor; Paolo 
Volpi, and his own physiother- 
apist, NDton PetronL Their con- 
clusion was that he would be 
better off continuing the pro- 
gramme of work in the gym- 

nngnrm and the s wimming POOl 

which he has been pursuing 


since his last appearance, at 
Bologna in Serfs A on 17 Jan- 
uary. 

“Tm staying here to carry on 
training” Ronaldo said. “It’s the 
best thing to do, so then when 
I do come back it’s not once 
again a question of playing one 
match and then haring to miss 
the next one. Inter's fens must 
understand that in this situation 
I am the one who suffers 
worst” 


Over Christmas, Ronaldo 
went home to Brazil for an 
intensive course of treatment to 
the chrome tendinitis affecting 
both knees, the right in partic- 
ular But on his return he found 
that he was still playing 

through pain, and the decision 
was taken to try and get him fit 

once and for alL Last week he 
left the gymn and returned to 

training sessions with his team- 
mates, in the hope that he 
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would at least be able to take a 
seat on the substitutes’ bench 
at Old Trafford. 

"Ronaldo doesn't want to 
speak about a particular date . 
for his return,” Inter's 
spokesman, Sandro Sabatinii . 
said. “But we’ll watch his situ- 
ation, and maybe he can play 
part of the Cqppa Italia match 
against Parma next Tuesday 
and then in the Mian derby the 
following Saturday” And if 

those matches went wdI,Saba- 
tini added, he would be ready 
to line up a gainst Ferguson’s 
men in the second leg, at San 
Siro on 17 March. 
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BY JOHN SUTHERLAND 


T he term “dumbing down" came into 
widespread use about two years ago. 
Its origins are obscure but unmis- 
takably American. One of the fea- 
tures that have given it high 
currency is that you can't easily find 
a concise Bn gtish - Engjish equivalent 
(a small prize to anyone who can). IfouVe known 
what it means all your life, but never until now had 
ahandtywordforit. .. . _ 

Initially the term was handled as something 
excitingly novel, exotic - and possibly barbarous 
we not bethought a Kttle “vulgar* if ^ we used 
Il?i. Newspaper leader-writers, with that pompos- 
/ ity only matched by British high court judges and 
LonlStJdm ofFhwslcy would jack it up with rhetor- 
ical tongs as “that invaluable American term, 
‘dumbing down’" 

R»r a while “dumbing down” continued to be 
enclosed in quote marks, as something not quite 
English. That vestigial Fodsnapperv has recently 
dropped away and the term now walks naked 
through our discourse and journalism. It has been 
domesticated. And, just at the moment, it is ubiq- 
uitous. In a year or two, we may predict “dumbing 
down" will begin to look hackneyed Those ahead 
of the curve whatever happened to that phrase?) 
will begin to shun the term. Like “political cor- 
rectness 1 * whose day in the sun has passed) it will 
be introduced almost apologetically. The inverted 
commas will return, now to sanitise the user 
against the terra's staleness. Possibly, like ■‘PC’, it 
will tor a while be abbreviated to initials. 

Finally il will drop out of sight, recorded only in 
the graveyard of Oxford’s faithful dictionaries of 
slang as “informal; American; current in the late 


y 1990s; now obsolete". A few years ago^fVfoafe Eye 


had a whole feature that ran for the best part of a 
year, as I recall, citing ripe examples of the word 
"situation" ibs in “what we have here is a sexual 
harassment situation"). That cant term came and 
went. Oh aont lex mots d'anta n? 

"Dumbing down" is not just an American loan 
word - something that we, as custodians of the Eng- 
lish language, have borrowed. It is an alien com- 
pound that has colonised a small part of our 
master dialect, and has driven out a useful item of 
our own national lexicon in the process. This can 
be demonstrated by looking at the different national 
etymologies of the word “dumb". In Enghsh-Eng- 
liali. from its Anglo -Saxon origins, “dumb" denotes 


“destitute of the faculty of speech” - on by exten- 
sion, “silent” Thus, ill Shakespeare, Cordelia is 
“dumb" in the sense of not speaking l“I cannot heave 
my heart into my mouth”) . Words, that is, fail her. 
Intelligence, or lack of it, does not come into it 
fa English-Enghsh the term has traditionally been 
applied non-pejoratively to animals - “our dumb 
friends”, as they used to be called This doesn't mean 
a dog isn’t smart; just that it cant pass the time of 
day. with its owner. The term has had an entirely 
different' character in American-EngHsh. There it 
is influenced by a different root, the Goman* Yiddish 
“dtemm", meaning “stupid”, as in “DirnmtkqRT. 
Thus, until a few years ago, the word “dummy” had 
entirely different meanings in Britain and in the US. 
Here it was a lump of rubber that you stuck into a 
baby's mouth to shut it up. Over there “dummy" 
meant someone who was as thick as two short 
planks. In recent years, the traditional English ap- 
plication has become infected by its American usage. 
So much so that the 1998 edition of the New Oxford 
Dictionary of English recommends that “dumb” 
should not be used todenote “incapable of speech”. 
Like the luckless word “niggardly", it has become, 
accidentally highly offensive- even to English ears. 
You have now to say “deaf and speaking-impaired". 
We have, as I say, lost a word. 

And, of course, we have gained a phrase.^ The term 
“dumbing down", as we have taken it over from 
America, is a “pejorative". That is to say, it carries 
strong negative associations. But what it indicates 
("simplification”) is not, in every social context, a 
bad thing. In the worid of electronics for instance, 
where "dumbing down" is glossed as “user-friend- 
liness”. it is a very good thing. And yet, as most of 
us sitting at our keyboards know, there is nothing 
so dumb (American usage) as your average com- 
puter-user. The first question those invaluable 
help-line operators ask is: “Have you checked that 
your machine is plugged in?" “Er. . . no (gulp)." Com- 
puters make Fbrrest Gumps of us alL 

In other contexts and discourses, "dumbing 
down" is seen as something highly desirable. There 
is, for example, a citizens’ movement to reform legal 
jargon and make it comprehensible to the lay pop- 
ulation. Doubtless elderly barristers at the Inns of 
Court mutter over their port about this as dumb- 
ing down the law. The rest of us see it as progress. 
“Dumbing down" is a term that has been ag- 


Culture is at 
an end. The 
Philistines are at 
the gates. The kids 
are watching 
cartoons. In a 
major series on the 
state of cultural 
Britain, we set out 
to discover whether 
we have really 
‘dumbed down’, 
whatever that 
means 
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itself with the perennial pessimistic tendency. 
Children are always less educated than their elders. 
This complaint could be found 50 years ago in Leav- 
isite jeremiads about the irresistible rise of middle- 
and low-brow taste. It underlies the “Johnny can't 
read” panics in America in the Elfties and the British 
“Black Papers" of the Sixties. 

The young always seem like know-nothings and 
Philistines to their elders. There is no mystery about 
this. The generations know different things. I, for 
example, could not get into university without Latin 
and two modem languages. I was force-fed the King 
James Bible every school day. Not surprisingly, 
school-leavers whom I interview for university en- 
trance who don’t know ma plume from ma tante 
or can’t recognise the joke in Monty python’s 
“Blessed are the cheesemakers” may strike me as 
pig-ignorant But there is much thatthey know that 
1 don’t Put them in front of a computer monitor and 
this will often become evident Think of the generic 
“conq)uter whiz". What do you see in your mind’s 
qye? A greybeard or a mmderJdnd? 

Secondly, it is not just that the young know dif- 
ferent things; they know things differently. For the 
last 15 years I have taught English literature (as 
part of their humanities “requisite”) to near-genius 
science students at the California Institute of 
Technology. One thing that perplexed me was that 
these precocious big-brains didn’t seem able to re- 
member literary detail: “Ihat guy in that play," they 
would mumble: “Hamlet!” rd snari through gritted 
teeth. The reason, I worked out was that they didn’t 
see a reason to store such information, because they 
always knew where to retrieve it when needed. 

My education, like that of most of my generation, 
was based on trained memory. I took all the im- 
portant exams in my life with the necessary know- 
ledge stored in my head. Today’s students, the 
brightest of them, reserve their memory banks for 
knowing not things themselves but where to find 
those things. Not surprisingly they seem "dumb" 
to me. I seem a dinosaur to them. 

In the culture wars, the "dumbing-down” issue 
is more complex. It’s complicated by the polemi- 
cal argument that dumb is good - that is, as it is 
manifested in childish innocence or sanctity. St 
Francis conversing with his animals as equals, 
Wordsworth’s “idiot child” (who knows more than 
his parents), Dostoevsky’s Holy Fool and Forrest 
Gump - all assert the belief that brains arent every- 
thing. There is, of course, a strong and nostalgic 


justification for this, confirmed by the Christian in- 
junction that unless we become as little children 
we shall not enter the Kingdom of Heaven. None 
the less, the majority opinion is that smart is bet- 
ter. Is our culture, driven by the remorseless pur- 
suit of sales and audience ratings, lobotomising us? 
Roger Scruton thinks so, and dtes the popular 
music business (“Yoofanasia", as he ca l ls it) as ev- 
idence. As Scruton argues, in his An htteMgentPer- 
sotfs Guide to Modern Culture:. “Pop culture 
[which is, of course, no culture! is an attempt to 
provide easy-going forms of social cohesion, with- 
out the costly rites of passage that bring moral and 
emotional knowledge. It., has demoted the aes- 
thetic object and elevated the advert in its place: 
it has replaced imagination by fantasy and feeling 
by kitsch; and it has destroyed the old forms of 
music and dancing, so as to replace them with a 
repetitious noise." 

There is an old-codger reflex in any reader over 
30 that leads us to agree. But if you look at Scru- 
ton’s cited arguments, you realise that he hasn't 
really listened to what he dismisses (on the circu- 
larly prejudicial grounds that it isn’t worth listen- 
ing to). He is hard put to come up with five pop 
groups (grotesquely putting Michael Jackson and 
Oasis cheek by jowl). David Blunkett, on his part, 
thinks that TV cartoons are programmatically 
dumbing down our children. People think our diet 
of news and entertainment is less “demanding” than 
it used to be. Blunkett is wrong, I think. Has there 
ever been a wittier cartoon series than The Simp- 
sons? It is true that the average adventure series, 
bought as a package from America, is nowhere near 
as good. But neither were B-movies in the Fbrties, 
from which we extract prime examples of film noir. 

There is, I think, considerable hope in the cul- 
tural scene. Las a teacher of literature, am heart- 
ened by the fact that there are now more “classic" 
titles in print than at any period in British cultural 
history. A culture in which Jane Austen (in film, TV 
and print) is a best-sell ei; where Shakespeare in 
Love is packing cinemas, and where Noel’s House 
Party dies for lack of viewers, can’t be all that dumb. 

Over the coming days, the Dumb Britannia ser- 
ies will examine the ways in which “dumbing 
down” has been held to have had an impact on our 
social and cultural life. It will look at education, high 
art popular culture and television and will attempt 
to draw conclusions as to wfaat^ we really mean when 
we use the DD words. 
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2/COMMENT AND LETTERS 


TOE TUESDAY REVIEW 
The Independent 2 March ISw 



Smear on police 

Sir The Lawrence inquiry report is 
a biased, politicised smear of the 
police. The report’s incompetence 
over releasing names and 


and less understandable than the 
police errors in then-investigation 
of the dreadful murder. 

There is no doubt that there are 
racists among the police; I have 
met one myself. This mustnotbe 
tolerated But the report showed 

little evidence that racism - rather 
than simple human error -was die 
source erf police failings in the 
murder investigation. It showed 
even less evidence of widespread 
racism, let alone “institutional” 

There was “institutional racism” 
in Nazi Germany, South Africa, and 
the American South, but the only 
institutional racism - properly 
defined -in the British police is the 
racial quotas the Government is 
proposing to introduce. In addition 
to being racist, these quotas will 
smear successful black officers as 
“quota officers” who could not 
make it on their own. 

To define as “racist” any incident 
that any observer no matter how 
irrational or biased, considers to be 
racist will severely damage race 
relations. To suggest that privately 
expressed views should be 
prosecutable smacks of Stalinism. 

The report should be put where 
it belongs -in the bin. 

WILLIAM MacDOUG ALL 
Conaertrattw Councillor 
Haringey Council 
London N22 

Sir. The Lawrence inquiry has 
shown what the Conservatives 
they have become - an opposition 
with no conception of its role. 

They have set themselves up as 
a little party-political guerrilla 
band whose chosen sport seems to 
be hunting the scalps of as many 
ministers as they can, regardless 
of the underlying issue. This time, 
they have decided to use the error 
of judgement by the Lawrence 

inquiry team in p nhlrchmg fhp 

names of police informants to add 
Jack Straw to their collection. 

Do they think that making 
political capital out of what should 
be abipartisan issue, the battle 
against racism in our public 
institutions, will earn them the 
gratitude of the victims of this 
error; or of the Lawrence family or 
of the British public? Do they 
imagine that they are performing a 
useftil function in attempting to 
crucify a minis ter who had the 
integrity: which they lacked, to set 
up this inquiry, because he had the 
effrontery to go on a weekend 
break with his family? 

ALAN MURRAY . .. 

Dorking, Surrey 

Sir; The Conservatives 1 criticism of 
Jack Straw over the published 
names of informants in the 
Lawrence report is asinine. It 
implies that the Home Office 
should have been allowed to 
scrutinise, well in advance of its 
public appearance, an independent 
inquiry report and been given 
powers to query parts of it and to 
request changes, in time for 
correction prior to publication. 

That would have rendered the label 
“independent” redundant. The 
whole idea is ludicrous. 

PAUL WALTER 
Newbury. Berkshire 

Sir. We are all responsible for 
creating a society where a young 
man can be murdered because he 
is black with nothing done. It is very 
easy to say that one is “against 
racism”, but the fact that it even 
needs to be said is revealing. 

Rather than conveniently 
pointing the finger at other people 
- “those racists" - we need to look 
closer to home. We must not forget 
that “racist gangs" are made up of 
people. They are notan alien force 
down for a day trip from Mars. 
They are our sons, our daughters, 
our mothers and fathers, our 
colleagues. They are a part of us 
and we must all bear some 
responsibility for their actions. 
LAURA SMITH 
London N6 

Sir. It is claimed that the police 
merely reflect the views of society 
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Uninformed consent 

Sir: Thebasis upon which people 
give eonsentfia- the removal of 
thdrOTgans is that they are dead 



Canals of Birmingham No 2: Dennis Fellows on board his 60-foot boat ‘Content* in Bflston. Dennis works as a blacksmith hi Dudley, and is a journeyman 
of the Waterways Craft Guild Andy Fox 


at large. The police undergo a 
selection procedure to assess their 
suitability for the needs of the 
force. They also undergo initial 
and ongoing training so that they 
know the requirements of the job 
they do, and they are subject to a 
disciplinary code. This places 
policemen in a different category 
from the rest of us. Police also are 
granted privileges not available to 
the population at large, and of 
course, they are public servants. 

RJ GRANGER 
Ashford, Middlesex 

Ulster’s guns 

Sir As the 10 March deadline 
approaches far the settingup of the 
new executive in Northern Ireland, 

I wonder how long the Government 
is prepared to wait while David 
Trimble reinterprets the section on 
decommissioning in the Good 
Friday agreement to bolster 
hardline Unionist intransigence. 

Why is he not also addressing 
the issue consistently ignored by 
the British media - the thousands 
of licensed weapons in the homes 
and gun dubs of his own 
community? As Albert Reynolds 
recently remarked; “The North is 
awash with weapons." 

It is hypocrisy to demand the 
decommissioning of IRA weapons 
when according to RUC figures in 
1997 there were 138,727 legally held 
guns in that province -the majority 
in Unionist cupboards - For which 
83,500 firearms certificates have 
been issued, many for several guns 
heldby one person. 

Equally worrying was Mo 
Mowlam’s written reply to a 
parliamentary question last year 
referring to the handgun ban in 
Britain after Dunblane: “After much 
thought I am not persuaded of the 
need to prohibit the possession and 
use of target handguns in Northern 
Ireland I realise that my decision 
may disappoint some people who 
feel strongly as I do, about firearms 
control and safeguarding the 
public." 

If there is to be any future 
agreement on decommissioning, 
common sense dictates that the 


12,771 legally held handg nns in 
Northern Ireland should be the 
first weapons to be 
decommissioned, to comply with 
the Legislation applicable to the 
rest of the UK Perhaps then the 
owners of the 1114)14 shotguns and 
airguns, 13,736 smallbore rifles, 326 
full-bore rifles and 880 
“miscellaneous” weapons could be 
induced to surrender them. 

I suggest as a matter of urgency 
Mo Mowlam’s office meet with the 
gun dubs of the Orange Ordei; the 
Black Preceptory and the 
Apprentice Boys to put these 
points so as to gain at least some 

credibility as a persuader 

It is illogical to require 
republicans to hand over then- 
weapons while their Unionist 
neighbours a few streets across 
town are permitted to retain their 
massive private licensed 
armouries, not to mention the 
thousands of unlicensed weapons 
in the hands of Protestant 
paramilitaries. 

MOYAStLEGER 
London W14 

Cheap food mantra 

Sin The Independent falls into line 
with the oft-repeated mantra that 
reform of the Common 
Agricultural Policy and reduced 
£ann subsidies will deliver us the 
benefit of cheaper food (leading 
article, 22 February) . Why should 


it? Farm gate prices have 
collapsed for most products in the 
last 18 months. Retail prices are all 
but unchanged. How can this be?. 

A very large proportion of the 
retail price for much of what we 
eat is the processing, packing and 
retailing. A loaf of bread costing El 
will have no more than lOp of 
wheat in it The price of wheat 
might halve, but bread will come 
(town by a maximum of 5 per cent 

The price of food is not 
determined by cost, but by what 
the market will stand. Fbod is 
cheaper in real terms than it has 
ever been; we now spend 11 per 
cent of our disposable income on 
food, compared with 33 per cent at 
the end of the Second Wforld War. 
The food retailing sector now has 
very high barriers to entry, making 
true competition (which might 
push down prices) less possible. 

There are all sorts of reasons to 
reform the CAR but please don’t 
offer cheaper food as one. 
NICHOLAS TAPP 
Director 

St Nicholas Court Fdrrns 
Birchjngton, Kent 

Feeble US 

Sr. The US flexes its muscles 
abroad, but is humiliated at home 
by big business. The giant 
redwoods of California win be felled 
because toe state and federal 
governments seem unwilling or 


unahto to acquire them by 
compulsory purchase from the 
thugs at the Pacific Lumber 
Company (report l March). 
Monsanto abuses the potential of 
genetic science by breeding 
insecticide-resistant or sterile 
versons of staple crops and is 
rewarded by American - - 

government support in enforcing 
its monstrosities on Europe and the 
Third Vforii Is it any wonder that 
the USA's dam to international 
moral authority is so hard for the 
rest of the world to take seriously? 
MEREDITH OAKES 1 r 
LondonSW16 

Errant lawyers 

Sin The article “Complaints 
swamp the Law Society" (24 
February) seems to be turning 
reality on its head. The Law 
Society has always taken the issue 
of complaints against solicitors 
very seriously. 

Over the past fewyears we have 
invested considerably for example 
£5m on a sophisticated computer 
system, to improve how 
complaints are dealt with to 
ensure that solicitors’ clients do 
receive a fair deal Indeed the 
solicitors’ profession offers the 
broadest and fullest safeguards to 
clients of any pro fe ssion . 

To suggest the Office for the 
Supervirion of Solicitors dosed 
down the two solicitors’ firms 


Sir: In a world in which the diet 
of many people is governed by 
what they can afford, and, 
indeed. In which many are 
actually starving, I found “The 
dinner party” (Weekend 
Review 27 February) positively 
nauseating. 

SHEILA PATTINSON 
Todmorden, West Yorkshire 

Sir: Mary Dqjevsky's rant 
(“Mutant meat and two veg", 

24 February) about the 
crudeness of the American 
palate has to be the pot calling 
the kettle black. If she can’t 


IN BRIEF 

find “sophistication in food and 
drink in most American cities”, 
she’s not getting out other 
hotel room enough. And if she 
truly believes that most 
Americans confhse “French 
dressing” with French cuisine, 
one must wonder how 
contemptuous she feels about 
her countrymen who believe 
they are eating at Mexican 
restaurants in these parts. 
PETER HAAS 
Bath 


Sin One of the least attractive 
aspects of your generally 
excellent newspaper is its anti- 
monarchism. At least you 
should play foie The headline 
“Queen tried to breach wage 
laws” (26 February) is belied 
by the article, whidi refers to 
the Deputy Banger and the 
Crown Estate management. 
That management is in the 
hands of the Crown Estate 
Commissioners; the revenue 
goes to lhe public account and 
n ot to H er Majesty. 

PETER BEAZLEY 
Langford BuduiUe, Somerset 


accused of immigration fraud to 
stave off criticism is untrue. It took 
steps tiie very same day it obtained 
the evidence needed from the 
Legal Aid Board. 

Our frustration with the issue of 
immigration abuse has been the 
lack of information to act on and 
tiie powers to act We continue to 
press tiie Government for these 
extra powers so we can match our 
commitment to tackling fraud with 
effective action. 

MICHAEL MATHEWS 
President 

The Law Society • — • 

ZondonWCS 

Depressed society 

Sr As a doctor; I was prepared for 
a pr ofessional career and thought 1 
could slot a family in just Lite that 
How unprepared I was. 

As a mother of three who has 
suffered from postnatal 
depression, I would echo all 
Deborah Orris ideas (Comment, 24 
February) about the breakdown of 
families and new pressures on both 
sexes since the sexual revolution 
as a significantcause of depression 
today. 

I also believe that full-time 
parenting is so undervalued by 
society that anybody doing it 
canrK>t hope to fed worthwhile or 
successful ■ 

However; I cEsagree with her 
view on drug treatment I believe I 
am recovering thanks to a 
combination of antidepressants, 
counselling and reprioritising my 
life There are many causes of 
depression; bioche mic al 
psychological and social. Tbere are 
many causes of most Alnesses. Wfe 
aH know stressful events can cause 
angina attacks. That doesn’t mean 
sufferers should keep away from 
thpiranfi -anginal spray. 

It would be wonderful if we could 
take away the causes of depression 
in society but that seems . 
unrealistic. So. surely the answer is 
to treat it in tiie best ways we 
understand. Antidepressants work 
-why not use them? 

Dr JOANNA PRICE 
• NewcasUeuponTyne 


Tb the vast majority, dea th in qdics 
loss of hope for recovery of any 
sense orfeding as well as 

c es sation of circulation and all 

brafo function. From the recent 
correspondence it appears that 

these are, m feel not the criteria ^ 

used in this country. 

Furthermore, it would appear 
from the letter from Dr Urquhart 
<25 February) , that the 
disembowelmentof the donor is 
carried out before and not after the 
cessation of ventilation. 

The only true consent is 

informed consent; the majority of 
those carrying donor cards are not 
informed that they will be pink and 
warm and potentially sentient 
whilst their vital organs are being 
removed. Were they to be so 

informed thenit is likely that a 
large number of those donor 
cards would follow mine into the 
waste bin. * 

To contend that consent should 

be assumed without an explicit and 

immediately available statement to 
the contrary is a tarit acceptance t 

that truly informed consent would * 

be rare indeed. 

ROGER BLASSBERG 
St Alban's, Hertfordshire 

Sin In California, which renews 
driving licences every four years, 
one is given the option upon 
renewal to designate oneself as an 
organ donor (letters, I March). 

This is indicated on the licence by a 

small pink dot sticker In the event 
of an accident it is easy for an 
official to see that donor 
permission has already been given, 
and that the organs may be 
removed Both my husband and I 

have pink dots on our licences. 
JUDITH NELSON 
London WC2 

Thames in peril 

Sr It is not only Twickenham 
riverside which deserves celebrity 
support (letter; 22 February); Kew 
needs it too. 

Fbr ten years we have been 
fi ghting a scheme far the Kew 
riverside rite between the Public 
Record Office and the river 
Thames. As ever it is almost 
entirely for gated “luxury” flats, in 
six blocks at right angles to the 
PRO (a brutal edifice itself) and the 
tow path, stepping down from six to 
four storeys high. 

The Thames in London needs a 
continuous protection zone along 
its whole length on both sides, wide 
enough to encompass those few 
. remaining undeveloped rites, 
which are under threat of massive 
over-development and appalling 
“architecture”. The public should 
have the right to control whatever 
impacts on land in the public 
realm. 

CHRISTOPHER KNIGHT 
London W4 


Age of pop classics 

Sir. I get very annoyed when my 
teenage children accuse me of 
faymg to be cod when I buy the 
latest album by say. Fhiihless 
(Philip Henshei; 26 February) . 
What they find so difficult to 
appreciate is that I do genuinely 
enjoy quite a lot of contemporary 
music. (Whatl find difficult is that 
fairly often my purchases 
disappear into tiieir rooms J 

I do not remember ever bring 
enamoured of my parents' 
favourite xnuric. Jim Reeves was 
never my type of thing. However; I 
do still enjoy playing my old Pink 
Flpyd and Led Zeppelin albums. 
When two survivors of Led 
Zeppelin played on television 
recently; my children were 
captivated. 

Popular music in our parents' 
time was awful, ours was good 
enough to be enjoyed by our 
children and today's music is a 
mixture of so many ideas that it 
cannot fail to impress someone - 
and I comfort myself with tiie 
knowledge that John Peel is older 

than me! 

ANNETTE MILNES (aged 45*0 
Stanford in the Vale, Oxfordshire 


* 


The cunning man in the disintegrating shorts 


amost estraorrinaty case is going 
on in the High Court at the moment 
in which a rugby player is bring 
prosecuted for misrepresentation, 
unlawful trading, and 20 other sim- 
ilar charges - and all because he 
invented a new kind of rugby shirt 
&it perhaps a brief extract from the 
trial will enlighten you. 

Counsel: Now. Mr Pratt you are 
a professional rugby player, are 
you not? 

Pratt: I am. 

Counsel: I believe you have in- 
vented a new land of rugby shirt? 
Pratt: I believe that too. 

Counsel: Could you give the court 
a brief description of your revolu- 
tionary new rugby shirt? 

Pratt: Certainly. You are probably 
well aware that rugby is the only 
game in which a player can be 


legally held on to by his dothing. In 
cricket or football to grasp a play- 
er by his shirt and hold him would 
be viciously against the rules. In 
tennis it is unheard of. I briieve the 
only other contact games in winch 
you are encouraged to hold on to 
the enemy are derivatives of rugby 
like American football. 

But in rugby it is quite common 
to tadfe a man by holding bis cloth- 
ing rather than getting him clean- 
ly round the legs. Weil it occurred 
to me that if you invented a shirt 
which was just several panels of 
dothheld together by Velcro, then 
whenever you were tackled by the 
shirt the piece of shirt your oppo- 
nent was holding would come away 
in his hands andyou would just run 
on down the field. 

Counsel: And you have produced 
such a shirt? 


Pratt 1 have. It has made me 
much more difficult to hold on to. 
Indeed, I have scored many tries 
since I first used this shirt 
Counsel: And lost many items of 
dothing as well, no doubt? 

Pratt: After a while, the pitch cer- 
tainly does become strewn with bits 
of your shirt And of course the op- 
position doesn’t particularly like 
coming away with empty hands 
after trying to tackle you, so they 
tend not to return the tut of shirt 
In feet they tend to drop it on the 
ground and jump up and down on 
it in rage. 

Counsel: Does the same apply to 
your shorts? 

Platt: Do people jump up and 
down on my shorts in rage? 

Counsel- No. I mean, have you also 
devised a pair of shorts made rf de- 
tachable pieces held on by Valero? 



MILES 

Kington 

' The spirit of the 
game of rugby is to 
evade capture by any 
means possible ' 

Pratt: I have. I haven’t tried them 
in public as I am not sure whether 
a man with pieces of his shorts torn 


away might not be prosecuted for 
offending public decency. 
Counsel But a man. wearing no 
shirt is quite decent? 

Pratt Oh, yes. In. some sports it is 
even against the law to wear a shirt, 
and you are forced to go shirtless. 
Counsel: Name one. 

Pratt Swimming. 

Counsel: ffmm... Name another: 
Pratt- Boxing . 

Judge: I think he’s got you there, 
old boy. Td switch the line of attack, 
if I were you, 

Counseb^fety good, my Lord Now; 
Mr Pratt, you are aware that this 
new shirt of yours is considered un- 
sporting by other players? 

Pratt Unsporting? In what sense? 
Counsel: In the sense that it is 
against the spirit erf the game. 
Fraifc That is absolutely not so. The 
spirit of the game of rugby is to 


evade capture by any means pos- 
sible. That is why you are allowed 
to push your bandtn the enemy’s 
face to fend him off. Thatis wfry you 
struggle as bard as possible to 
looseahisgrip. or indeed run along 
with high-kicking knees to make 
tackling more difficult Myshirtis 
entirely in the spirit of the game. 
Judge: I think he’s got you again, 
rid boy. By another tack. Go up the 
blind side. 

CoimsefcYes, my Lord... How do 
you mean, up tiie blind side? 
Judge: Well, ask him a question 
he’s not expecting 
Counsel: Yes, my Lord... Like 
what my Lord? 

Judge: Oh, for heaven’s sake! Well, 
ask him if it had occurred to him 
thatmartiaiarts tike jujitsu depend 
entirely on clothes being grasped? 
Counsel: I like it! Ttell me, Mr 


Pratt, has it occurred to you that 
in some sports, like ju-ptsu, the 
grasping of garments is the very 
essence of the sport? 

Pratt: Yes, 

Counsel: Can you imagine what it 
would be tike ff sumo wrestim bad 
loin cloths attached onfy by Velcre 
and lost tiieir dothing bit by bit 
during a bout? Wbuld tee right not 
be revolting? 

Pratt The sight of sumo wrestlers 
is revolting enough already, even 
when they have their loins dothed. 
Judge: I think he’s got you there 
again, George! 

Pratt Yes, my Lord. Any other 
questions you suggest I might ask 
him? 

Judge: Carft think of any. Let’s ad- 
journ and think about it 

The case continues. 


ft 
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Please calm down 
and concentrate 
on the real issues 

A LEADING Tory grandee has suggested that this news- 
paper should band back the awards it was given last week 
because it has failed to cover the furore about the Home 
Secretary's weekend break in France. This pathetic out- 
burst is a depressing reminder of Just how infantile pol- 
itics in this country has become. So is Norman Fowler's 
call for Jack Straw to “consider his position”, especially 
since he had earlier denied that there was anything 
wrong with Mr Straw's trip. 

Sir Norman has made himself look silty, which is aQ the 
more surprising for such a normally shrewd politician- He 
has allowed Labour to counter-attack with the allegation, 
that the Conservatives are a sloppy and amateur oppos- 
ition - which they certainty appear to be, given their dis- 
array over Europe, and the invisible men and women who 
have been awarded most of the shadow portfolios. 

Others have behaved in just as silty a manner. A press 
frenzy has developed, and not just in the tabloid 
newspapers. One newspaper has referred to Mr Straw 
“sneaking" back into Britain; another offered rewards to 
find him. Yet another seemed to think that Mr Straw had 
jetted off to the type of sunshine holiday that many ord- 
inary citizens cannot afford, rather than a prearranged 
budget break in cloudy Nice, which is at present basking 
in temperatures of onty 59 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Ministers don’t deserve more sympathy than executives 
in other walks of life. But they don’t deserve less. They 
work long hours for relatively little pay compared with the 
private sector: They carry heavy responsibilities, with their 
every move subject to intense scrutiny. Never was this 
more true than during Mr Straw’s last week at work, when 
he bad to deal with the explosive issue of racism and the 
police. He deserved a holiday after that Ideally, perhaps, 
he should have been present in the debate over the 
release of witnesses’ names in the Lawrence report, but 
in his absence Paul Boateng is a competent minister; fully 
able to apologise on behalf of the Home Office for mis- 
takes in the report What is the point of ministers of state, 
if they are not able to deputise for their superiors? 

We are tempted to agree with the Prime Minister’s 
spokesman, Aiastair Campbell, and his recent complaints 
about the “dumbing down” of national political debate. 
Unable to focus for more than one or two days on the real 
policy details of any story, opposition politicians and 
newspapers seem to have got their comment ideas stuck 
in a groove, continually expressing outrage and calling for 
resignations. 

There are understandable reasons for this, including 
the arrogant obduracy of ministers in the last government, 
who seemed to be temperamentally unable to resign even 
when their policies were utterly discredited. 



But the desire to inflict harm at any cost to figures in 
public life is now becoming unhealthy. There are a num- 
ber of recent examples of this. Robin Cook’s private life 
has elicited more attention than the issue of Sierra Leone, 
which is a matter of real public concern rather than prur- 
ient gossip. The sexual orientation of Nick Brown, tKe agri- 
culture minister, was awarded more yards of newsprint 
than were his forming policies. Some people seemed to 
think that the main issue raised by the Lawrence report 
was the future of the Metropolitan Police Commissioner; 
Sir Paul Condon, rather than the problems of racism and 
police accountability. 

The laudable objective of holding ministers to account, 
and making sure they cannot get away with their mistakes, . 
has been forgotten in a melde that has now become so 
absurd that it would be laughable if it were not so depress- 
ing. Opposition politicians, and over-excited journalists, 
should take note: calm down, concentrate on real issues, 
and leave ministers 1 private lives alone. 


Peace by diplomacy is 
Israel’s best strategy 

ISRAELS LATEST attacks on southern Lebanon were fore- 
seeable: every round of ki flings in this painful saga is fol- 
lowed by a reprisal, each as depressing as the last 
Unfortunately for Israel, such acts of revenge are likely to 
prove as counter-productive as they were predictable. 

Israel has the right to defend herself: she is in Lebanon 
because of the attacks originally of the Palestinians and 
then of the Iranian-financed HizboUah militia on civilian 
targets across the border. In the run-up to an election it 
was inevitable that any Israeli government would hit back 
following the boinb attack that killed Brigadier General 
Erez Gerstean, the highest-ranked Israeli officer to be killed 
in Lebanon since the self-declared “security zone” was 
imposed in 1982. And it is worth remembering that Israel 


is not the onty villain of the piece, for Syria continues to 
occupy most of Lebanon long after the security situation 
- her initial excuse for intervention - has s tabilis ed. 

But to recognise all this is not to excuse Israel's great 
mistake: to think that security can be attained by military 
victory rather than through true peace on her borders. Yes, 
Syria should withdraw from Lebanon; but no one realty 
believes that will happen without Israel making a similar 
gesture, and without further progress being made on the 
vexed issue of the Golan Heights. 

Unless Israeli politicians want to continue their own little 
Vietnam, and watch domestic and international support 
for their operations in Lebanon ebb away, they should seize 
the opportunity of political change in the Middle East and 
open negotiations for withdrawal with the Lebanese gov- 
ernment The Oslo agreement with the PLO seemed 
unpalatable at the time but held out similar rewards: peace 
with security: Benjamin Netanyahu says that his aim is such 
a peace. He should prove it with deeds, as well as words. 


The man who said I had a funny 
name is not, of course, a racist 


THE YOUNG man next door is letting 
his flat For some complicated reason 
this led his father; a retired man from 
Guildford, to contact us concerning 
insurance. When he phoned be spoke 
to my partner who had to give him 
both our surnames. “Aanmavitch?” be 
immediately queried. “I’m surprised 
he hasn't changed his name” My part- 
ner was taken aback. “What did he 
mean?” she asked me later 

\hs, what did he mean? What were 
the assumptions that underlay his 
strange assertion? Maybe Mr Guild- 
ford had had many Jewish friends 
who. fearing prejudice anglicised 
their surnames - and so he was 
merely a bit surprised at my family's 
courage Possibly but I don’t think so. 
No, I think it more likely that he just 
assumed that Jews generally changed 

their names so that they could as- 
similate in public, while retaining 
their separateness in private It was 
what the conversos (Jews who con- 
verted to Christianity) cKd in Spain dur- 
ing the Middle Ages, which was why 
the Inquisition burned so many of 
them. With us crafty (though brilliant) 
Levantines such deception is some- 
thing of a habit 

We had never met never spoken, 
never corresponded. Mr Guildford 
and L And yet he presumed it perfectly 
DcepLable to speak like this to my 
partner. And I suddenly smelled the 
rancid whiff of the golf dub commit- 
tee: “Of course, chairman," says the 
membership secretary, “his name is 
really Goldferb. He changed it to Gor- 
don." With one impertinent observa- 
tion, Mr Guildford made me feel like 
an interloper in my own bloody house. 


He didn’t mean to, of course - they 
rarely do, not even the tag ones. In 
Simon Hefier’s exceptional biography 
of Enoch Powell, Like The Roman, 
Heffer allows that after Powell's 1968 
Birmingham speech, many black 
communities were “pitched into- 
terror”. But that says Heffer; “was 
certainly not Powell’s intention.” 
Later Margaret Thatcher told Heffer 
that Powell was, in her opinion, “not 
a rarisT. Tdny Bean, too, has never 
believed Powell was a racist A TV trial 
of Powell last year produced a dear 
acquittal on the charge of racism. 

Yet here, cited fey Heffec is Powell 
on his return from a visit to the US in 
1967, just as Martin Luther King 
reached his zenith. “Integration of 
races of totally disparate origins and 
culture," wrote Powell, “is one of the 
great myths of our time. It has never 
worked through history.” Except, of 
course, when it has. And here again 
is Powell in the same year, writing to 
Edward Heath. In this letter the 
aspect of race relations that bothers 
the non-racist Powell is “not dis- 
crimination by white against entoured, 
but of insolence fay coloured towards 
white”. My but what a telling word that 
“insolence” is! Children are insolent 
towards adults, privates are insolent 
towards captains, and “coloureds” are 
insolent towards whites. Tfet Maggie 
says that he was an honourable man. 

As are they all honourable men. In 
the wake of the Macpherson report, 
with its definition of institutionalised 

racism and uncomfortable conclu- 
sions, sympathy for the Lawrences 
has been replaced as the dominant 
theme by something else. 



David 

Aaronovitch 

I’m amazed by the number 
of intelligent people who fail 
to grasp that you can be a 
racist without knowing it 

Let two letters in yesterday’s press 
stand for all. CR Howe from Ham- 
biedon in Hampshire (who has lived 
abroad and respects the traditions of 
othws) wrote that “It is a tragedy that 
in this country the politically correct 
left-wing lobby is bent on making 
native, white Britons ashamed of our 
history and Christian culture on the 
pretext of not causing offence to eth- 
nic minorities” 

And Ann M Johnston from Dun- 
stable asked: “Can we be sure that the 
vandalism of the Stephen Lawrence 
memorial was the work of a white 
racist? Might it not have been some- 
one from one or the other ethnic mi- 
nority out to cause further problems 
for the police?” The Chinese perhaps. 
Or maybe a cop-hating Vanuatuan. 

They are pretty typical. And they 
are not, of course, racists. Racists 


wear pointy hats and sheets and say 
“nigger” and deface memorials (un- 
less, of course, the fiendishly clever 
Somalis get there first). Consequent- 
ly the ordinary non-racists will accept 
no definition of racism that suits 
them. The cap neves; ever fits. Which 
is why they and their mouthpieces 
have been so offended by the recom- 
mendations and definitions in the 
Macpherson report 

There are some hostages to fortune 
in there. Critics of the report have 
zoomed in on some of the recom- 
mendations that changes in the law 
be reviewed, in particular concerning 
racism in private and the exception- 
al application of double jeopardy. I 
would just remind readers that 
Macpherson is very tentative here, 
suggesting onty “that consideration 
should be given” to this, to that and 
to the other. 

But the real quarry is Sir WDUam'h 
definition of racism. For some reason 
it evokes anger and denial among 
Britons of all classes and outlooks. 
Racism is held to be “conductor ^ words 
or practices which advantage or dis- 
advantage people because of their 
colour; culture or ethnic origin, in its 
more subtle form it is as damaging as 
in its overt form.” 

To get to this conclusion Macpher- 
son asked himself what psychology 
could hare given rise to the treatment 
experienced by Duwayne Brooks and 
the Lawrences. In other words, he 
took the effects and worked back- 
wards, rather than beginning and 
eodixigwith intent He concluded that 
an absence of an active desire to harm 
people is not an absolution when 


people are indeed harmed fay your 
actions and attitudes. 

So, can you be a racist without 
knowing it? Yes. Of course. It doesn't 
make you a member of the Ku Eiux 
Han, or even a bad person. But it does 
mean that, with a bit of thought, you 
might behave more admirably and 
more fairly. In some cases this will 
make Kttie Kfoor-dealh difference, but 
in, say the police force it is crucial. It 
is certainty Mmpftiing to think about 
if you are inclined to shower journal- 
ists awards on the Ekes of Richard Ut- 
tiejohn and Gary Bushefl, or to excuse 
Bernard Manning. 

This week I have been astonished 
by the number of intelligent folk who 
cannot grasp this, or who see it as a 
first move towards planting microchip 
monitors in their heads. True, it is a 
more sophisticated argumentthan fee 
one we had back in the late Sixties. I 
befieve that we can cope with toe com- 
idexitypredsety because we have pro- 
cessed since thffi, and we are a more 
tolerant nation. However, we still 
have work to do. In Efrham, in 1998, 
there was a lynching and the sheriff 
ffidrrt catch toe killers, and we can do 
a whole lot better. 

Mr Guildford, I reiterate, didn't 
know the first thing about me. But the 
second be heard my name a picture 
began to assemble itself in his brain; 
the foreign moniker triggered an 
assumption. It made me uncom- 
fortable, but it doesn’t matter too 
much.That’s because (a) I don’t wear 
my name on a placard everywhere I 
gen Q» he’s not a policeman; and (c) 
my son has not just been stabbed in 
the heart while waiting for the bus. 


Q UOTE OF THE DAY 

“We do have obligations to our families, 
even if we are politicians.” 

Jade Straw, 

Home Secretary 

T HOUGHT FOR THE PAY 

“Never to talk about oneself is a very 
refined form of hypocrisy.” 

Friedrich Nietzsche, 

German philosopher 


<1 


MANY NIGERIANS hope that 
Mr Obasaqjo’s rule will end the 
military’s political role. This is 
unlikely. Mr Obasanjo, presi- 
dent from 1976 to 1979, is the 
onty military ruler to leave of- 
fice voluntarily. Yet he is still 
close to the armed forces. Re- 
versing Delta poverty- is a task 
that may be hindered by his 
links to the armed forces. To 
have any success in tackling 
Nigeria's daunting problems. 
Mr Obasanjo must make his 
government not the last stage 


in a military transition, but the 
first stage of full civilian rule. 
The New York Times, US 

IT IS important to commend 
Abubakar for driving towards 
his premise of a swift transition 
to civil democracy. This com- 
mendation is proper; given the 
red herring regarding the un- 
popularity of the decision in mil- 
itary circles. It is imperative 
that the civil populace, espe- 
cially those who have now got- 
ten themselves elected into 


Monitor 

All the news of the world 
World comment on the weekend’s 
presidential elections in Nigeria 


leadership, to facilitate the per 
manent removal of the military 
from partisan politics, as we 
begin to pursue tbebusiness of 
national recovery and regen- 
eration. This in-coming gov- 


ernment must take off with 
that assignment. 

Post Express, Nigeria 

THE CRIPPLING corruption 
and crime synonymous with 


Nigeria will not be easy to 
eradicate. The marginalisation 
of toe southern tribes by north- 
ern rule, and the economic 
backwardness of the north, are 
not issues that a president 
can decree awjjy. They require 
committed and honest hard 
work by aQ Nigerians. There is 
a need to send a strong mes- 
sage that there will be a day of 
reckoning for those who turn 
the gun on their own. The mil- 
itary after SO years in power, 
must surely know that no 


elected government can be as 
incompetent as it has been in 
governing the nation. 

The Nation, Kenya 

THE ABUBAKAR transition 
programme has travelled for. 
and the dimax of the electoral 
process, the presidential elec- 
tion, will enable Nigeria to 
enter the next millennium free 
and democratic, with the will of 
the people established as 
supreme. 

Doily Graphic, Ghana 


Join the AA 
now and get 

free cover 

for a partner 


YOu don't have to bfe married, m a relationship, or 
related to get tree breakdown cover tor a partner. You 
just have to share the same home address. Normally, 
this extra cover is an option costing up to £26. But 
join now and a years breakdown cover for a 
partner comes completely free.* And remember, 
with this offer, you and your partner will be 
covered, even when travelling in someone 
rise's car. 

■ We have the world's largest patrol force, 
and fix more breakdowns at the roadside 
than any other motoring organisation. 

* We are more likely to get you back 
on the road quicker than anyone 
else, saving you time and money. 
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PANDORA 


JOHNNY’ DEPP is set to star 
in the supernatural thriller 
The : Vinfh Cate, Roman 
Polanski's first film since 
1995. The exiled director was 
forced to abandon The Double 
three years ago after John 
TVavolta stormed off the set - 
and Sean Penn, Robert de 
Niro and Al Pacino all 
suddenly discovered previous 
commitments preventing 
them stepping before his 
cameras. Paris-based 
Polanski has been negotiating 
with the Los Angeles District 
Attorney's office to have 
charges dropped dating from 
on incident more than 20 
years ago when he was 
accused of having sex with a 
13 year- old girl. With 
paedophilia in the Nineties 
occupying the position that 
Communism did in the Fifties 
as the Zeitgeist's pariah vice, 
sources say the Polish-born 
auteur lias been advised not 
to hold his breath. 


CHARLES KENNEDY is not 
universally popular among 
his party's cider statesmen. 
Politicos know that when 
the precocious Kennedy 
first won Ross Cromarty & 
Skye at the age of 23. David 
Owen responded: "Who? 
Where?” But delve into 
Owen's memoirs and you'll 
discover that Roy Jenkins 
thought Kennedy was one of 
a group of SDP types who 
were "mesmerised" by the 
vampiric Owen, while Bob 
Maclennan described the 
young Scot as a “Judas” 
after voting against a 
motion particularly close to 
Bob’s heart. But Kennedy. 
Harvey. Hughes and other 
putative Lib Deni 
leadership contenders may 
rest assured that Owen 
should be distracted from 
meddling in the contest by 
his new fondness for some 
daft euro-bashing 


beverley HILLS citizens 

will vote this spring on an 
ordinance that would compel 
local furriers to tag 
merchandise with labels 

stating: "This product is 
made with fur from animals 

that may have been killed by 

electrocution, gassing, neck- 
breaking..." Sometime 

London resident Diana 

Ross ipictured) is 
leading the fur fans; 

Georgia -bom belle 
Kirn Basinger the 
amis. One 
Hollywood cynic 
suv s that the plan is 

academic anyway; "I 

dun t think a stupid 

label’s going to 
make any 
difference. In this 

town, women get 

minks the way 
minks get minks.” 


Lewes counterpart Norman 
Baker that no frankenfoods 
would sully Westminster’s 
crockery. Then he sent MPs 
a letter last week stating 
"the Catering Committee 
does not have a policy of 
banning such foods". 

Fbodies confused by this 
neither flesh-nor-fowl 
stance are now being told 
that there is a third way. 
According to the Director of 
Catering Services, no ban 
exists but there is “a policy 
of avoiding... the use of 
foods that are known to 
contain genetically modified 
organisms”. Pass the hot 
potatoes. 


ITS A question that is 
preoccupying Millbank’s 
young, hot-shot webraeisters. 
They had an irate call from 
Culture Secretary Chris 
Smith after he discovered the 
official Labour Party website 
listed him as single. This 
must have come as 
something of a surprise to 
Dorian Jabri. the force behind 
the Tbols for Schools 
computer recycling initiative; 
he and Smith live together in 
Islington with their Tibetan 
terries Tian, and are a long- 
time, long-term couple. 
Smith's fusillade triggered a 
volley of galls from other 
ministers. One wants to post 
a new picture because the 
current snap makes his face 
“look too fat”. Another has 
demanded the removal of all 
dates from her biography to 
"avoid her looking so old". 
Pandora has bottles of fizzy 
pop c hilling on ice for the first 
readers to successfully 
identity the two ministers 
concerned. 


PAPARAZZI SNAPS have 
surfaced showing Doris 
Day. 73. snogging her next 
door neighbour, some silver- 
tongued loth ario of 79. 
Whipcrack-away! 


PARLIAMENTARIAN S 
CONCERNED about 
(!M foods are being 
served mixed 
messages by the 
Commons entering 
Committee Chairman 
Dennis Turner MR In 
July, he toll! his 



LONDON IS sinking. The 
capital's water table is at half 
its depth of 30 years ago; a 

well in Trafalgar Square is 

filling up at the rate of three 

metres per year. London 

Transport is concerned 

enough to be meeting 

insurance experts to 
analyse the 
implications. 
Thames Water 
predicts that 
drilling holes to 
pump away a 
projected 70 
million litres of 
surplus water will 
cost £l0m - plus 
£2m per year for 
subsequent 
maintenance. 
Look for 

- * gushing mayoral 
Yy wannabes to 
start fishing for 
those floating voters on 
a No Flooding platform. 
But how it will go down 
in west London's bijou 
Little Venice? 


Contact Pandora by e- 
mail on: pandora in 
independent.ca. uk 


Hail the prophet of masculinism 


IT IS now almost 30 years since Dr 
Gerry Green then a flamboyant 
and fast-living hero of the counter- 
culture, redefined late 20th-century 
gender roles in his ground-breaking 
polemic New Balls Please: Towards 
a New Masculinity. Throughout 
the 1970s and 1980s, the book 
prompted millions of words, thou- 
sands of Men's Studies courses at 
universities, and hundreds of in- 
ternational conferences, where 

l eading m ate Fhinlmr s could discuss 

the changing role of men in society 
with other leading male thinkers. 

Now, with the long anticipated 
publication of his new book The 
Whole Man, Greer has returned to 
one of the most important issues of 
our time: men. Yes, Gerry Greer is 
back - and this time he’s angry. 

Of course, as many of our lead- 
ing male writers have pointed out 
over the past week, we have all ctxne 
a long way since the days of New 
Balls Please. Sometimes, over the 
past three decades, it has seemed 
that hardly a week could go by 
without the publication of yet an- 
other study raising new and ever 
more provocative topics. 

What kind of male orgasm is ' 



TERENCE 

BLACKER 

With ‘The Whole Man’ , 
Dr Greer has returned, to 
one of the most important 
issues of our time : men 


now politically acceptable? Why is 
the all-important role that men piny 
in modem society so often taken for 
granted - indeed, sometimes not 

f»V F»n mpntin ppd at all? What should 

we do about the media’s obsession 
with unacceptable male role- 
models, from Jack Nicholson to 
Liam Gallagher, who reinforce sex- 
ist stereotypes of men as randy, un- 
reliable, slobbish and rude? Is it 


acceptable for a concerned, post- 
New-BaUs man to dress sexOy in 
figure-hugging jeans? Does con- 
forming to the socially approved 
habit of, say, removing excess hair 
from one’s nostrils represent an ac- 
ceptance of an oppressive femi- 
nine aesthetic? 

Dr Gerry Greer was in the fore- 
front offline urgent male debates. 
When he revealed to a shocked 
world that, at the age of 19, he had 
been sexually harassed by an older 
woman, many of his fallow male 
writers were quick to confess that 
they too had been traumatised by 
ravening, exploitative women. For 
the first time, it became movingly 
clear that, in a very real sense, all 
men wane essentially victims. 

Now and then, a woman would try 
to enter the debate with contribu- 
tions which all right-thinking men 
quickly recognised as misguided, 
opinionated or simply Irrelevant. 

Encouraged by the flukish 
success of the American best-sell- 
er Iron Joanna, an absurd and 
frankly rather sinister new-age vol- 
ume which encouraged women to 
go to the woods together and get in 
touch with their inner bitches. 


British writers Kke Nellie Lyndon 
and Davida Thomas published 
books expressing a female per- 
spective on the gender debate. 
They were widely ridiculed by an 
right-thinking men as hopeless m- 


irrelevant to what was essentially 
an all-male debate. 

Not that the views of Dr Gerry 
Greer always found favour with 
what the media bad come to de- 
scribe as “the brotherhood”. On one 
occasion he fell out with a fellow 
writer who had falsely alleged that 
Greer’s views on parenthood had 
been informed by a decision to 
have a vasectomy at the age of 25. 
A discussion ensued in which Gerry 
described his critic as a bald-pated 
git with fuck- me brogues and three 
pairs of socks stuffed down the 
front of his underpants. 

If, at this point, certain people had 

b ec om e tired of the debate, they (fid 
not include publishers or features 
editors. Dr Greer was paid £500,000 
to update his views. The Daily Tele- 
graph. excitedly serialised it for a 
week. Less important news topics 
- the world economy the future of 
Europe, the rise of biotechnology, 


the death of the countryside -we^ 
kicked out of the broadsheet news, 
papers to make way for page after 
page in which every promiuem 

male was asked to react to Dr 

Greer’s exciting new views. 

Naturally, there were a few nay. 
savers and sexists who argued that, 
after 30 years, the New Balls debate 
had become little more than a 
media circle jerk of interest only to 
the writers participating in it It wag 
said that most of the questions 
being discussed by this small, -self, 
obsessed group of pundits were ut- 
terly irrelevant to the lives of men 
in the outside world, ea rnin g a liv- 
ing or bringmg up a family. The ab- 
ject had become dull, it was argued, 
While the discussion of gender re- 
lations had once been important, 
there really were rather more ur- 
gent matters to discuss at the end 
of the mfllennhim. 

It was even suggested that, in the 
acres of newsprint devoted to the 
issue, the reactions of one or htq 
women might occasionally have 
been of interest. Unfortunately, 
none could be found who gave a toss 
about Dr Gerry Greer and his new; 
improved views on the whole mao. 


Life outside Euroland is 



rich and full of promise 


ANYONE WHO believes the line that 
joining Euroland is somehow in- 
evitable may like to consider the 
alternative: r emainin g a member of 
Northland. 

Northland? Never ’eard of it No, 
because it does not exist But if you 
were to add up the Western Euro- 
pean countries that are not mem- 
bers of the euro and call them 
Northland, you would have a coun- 
try that would be slightty larger even 
than Germany both in papulation 
and economic output Wfere North- 
land a single country it would be the 
third largest economy in the world. 

Who is in Northland? Well there 
is the UK for a start There are the 
other two Western European non- 
euro members of the EU, Sweden 
and Denmark, and three other Eur- 
opean countries outside the EU, 
Switzerland, Norway and - not to be 
forgotten - Iceland. (I haven't 
counted the territories that are as- 
sociated with the UK but are outside 
the EU - the Channel Islands, the 
Isle of Man and Gibraltar though 
added together they have almost the 
same population as Iceland: 250,000 
against 270,000.) 

The total population of Northland 
is 85.2 million, which compares with 
Germany’s 82.1; their total GDP 
last year was $2£07bn (£L300bn), 
compared with Germany’s $2,i32bn 
(£lj250bn); and GDP per head was 
almost identical at $25,900 (£15,200) 
pa- head, compared with Germany’s 
$25,970 and an average for Euroland 
of $22,130 (£13,000). 

How come Northland is richer 
than Euroland? The main reason is 
that Switzerland. Norway and Den- 
mark all have GDP per head well 
above $30,000 a year; the UK pulls 
the average down, but since it has 
narrowed the gap with continental 
Europe over the last seven years, not 
by very much. The UK GDP per 
head, at $23,474, is now more than 



HAMISH 

McRae 

The nations that have 
decided against joining 
the euro are not poor, 
isolated little countries 


10 per cent higher than Italy and only 
3 per cent lower than France. 

But leave aside the current num- 
bers and look at the commercial 
strengths, for this fpves a feel for the 
dynamics of Northland's economic 
future vis-A-vis that of Euro land. 

The key point to grasp is that by 
and large Northland is particularly 
strong in rising industries and is not 
heavily represented in declining 
ones. Both the UK and Switzerland 
have strong international financial 
service industries. You may not 
have noticed, but two British banks, 
Lloyds and HSBC, have become 
the second and third largest banks 
in the worid by market value, behind 
the US Citigroup but far larger than 
Deutsche Bank, continental Eur- 
ope’s largest bank. The UK and 
Switzerland, with Sweden, also dom- 
inate European pharmaceuticals. In 

communications. Sweden's Ericsson 
is one of the two main European 
mobile phone manufacturers (the 
other being Nokia in Finland), while 
Britain's Vodafone looks like be- 
coming one of the three or four 
global mobile phone operators. 


The negatives are quite short. 
Northland is lightly exposed to old 
industries such as steel and coal; it 
bag a small (and , in the case of Den- 
mark, particularly efficient) agri- 
cultural sector. The UK" has 
managed to downsize its ailing 
motor industry while Sweden has 
sold control of Saab and is in the 
process of selling Volvo. Northland 
is also particularly strong in devel- 
oping intellectual property exports. 
The United States is far the largest 
net exporter of intellectual property 
in (he worid, but the UK is second 
and Sweden is third. By contrast, 
Euroland is a net importer. As trade 
moves from shifting goods around 
to shifting ideas, Northland gains 
more and more of an advantage over 
Euroland. 

Parity as a result of this nimble 
restructuring of its industries, 
Northland has half the unemploy- 
ment of Euroland just under 5 per 
cent, compared with 10 per cent 

There is one further reason for op- 
timism aboirt the economic future of 
Northland compared with Euroland. 
It has a more favourable demo- 
graphic outlook. The two largest 
members of Northland, the UK and 
Sweeten, have reasonably high birth 
rates: with the exception of Ire- 
land, Sweden has the highest of the 
EU's fertility rates, while Britain's, 
at 1.8 babies per mother; is also rel- 
atively high. By contrast, Euroland 
has three of the lowest fertility 
rates, with Germany Italy and Spain 
all around the level of 1.2 to 1.3 bab- 
ies per mother. In another 30 years’ 
time Euroland will have a vast army 
of retired people supported by a 
smaller population of working age. 
In Northland the balance between 
workers and dependants will have 
deteriorated, but by nothing like the 
same extent 

But wait a minute, you may say: 
this is all fantasy for Northland is not 


Stockholm, the wealthy capital of a prosperous country 


a country. It has no single political 
control no common ideology no 
particular vision of what Europe 
ought to be, and certainty no com- 
mon currency. 

Ihatfapredsety point N<rth- 

land can be successful without any 
of these things. It can be more suc- 
cessful than Euroland. It already is 
in terms of wealth per head; and as 
Ihave tried to indicate, its advantage 
is likety to grow because of its more 
favourable commercial structure 
and its more favourable demo- 
graphics. Being physically dose to 
markets is irrelevant if your output 
is very light dike pharmaceuticals) 
and so can be transported very 
quickly and cheaply car is weightless 
dike software, research and tele- 
communications). Being on the 
fringe of a larger economic zone 
used to be a disadvantage. Now it 
has become irrelevant 
The point of all this is not to argue 
for or against British membership 
of the euro. That is a decision that 
goes far beyond economics. It is sim- 
pty to point out that the Western Eur- 
opean nations that have chosen, for 
whatever reason, not to have be- 
come the founding members of the 
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We must break the chains of debt 


✓ THE HISTORIAN James 
Walvin asked whether 
the Atlantic slave trade 
was the be ginnin g of a 
process that has continued 
into the 20th century of Euro- 
pean and American economic 
forces draining Africa of its raw 

materials and permanently ex- 
ploiting its cheap and pliant 
labour; offering little in return 
but enhanced privation. 

The similarities are too dis- 
turbing to dismiss. Both the 
slave trade and the debt crisis 
exact a human cost More than 
1.5 million Africans died just 
during the infamous sea pas* 
sage. life expectancy at their 
destination under the plant- 
ation owners was only between 
seven and 10 years. Now. in 
heavily indebted sub-Saharan 
Africa, life expectancy is a 
quarter of a century lower 
than it is in Britain or the US. 

Slaves were sold in earfy- 
17th -century Britain for an 
average price of £4 os sd. In 
subSaharan Africa in 1996 the 
average debt per person was 
$379 (£250). many times more 
than the average income. 

There is one especially sin- 
ister and exact echo between 
the two great injustices. To- 
wards the rad of slavery an ap- 


prenticeship scheme was de- 
vised. bonding former slaves to 
theirone-time owners for a fur- 
ther ax years. Under the cur- 
rent international debt relief 
initiative, the stringent aus- 
terity measures required of 
indebted countries also last 
for up to six years before they 
quality for extra relief. 

Abolition, it was argued, 
would be ruinous to the col* 
antes, and the commerce of the 
country. A Bristol sugar mer- 
chant, John Carey, complimen- 
ted the trade in 1695 forgiving 
rf so vast an Impioyment to our 
People both by Sea and Land". 

Now we are told that can- 
celling debt will lead to cor- 
ruption and moral hazard and 
undermine a country’s credit- 
worthiness. But where cor- 
ruption has its fingers in poor 
countries' tills, its feet are 
firmly planted elsewhere. We 
now know that the IMF lent 
$600m (£386 m) to Mobutu in 
Zaire, in the six years after its 
own officials had reported 
funds disappearing. The IMF's 
willingness to bail out irre- 
sponsible lenders burnt by the 
Asia crisis also gave a whole 
new meaning to the concept of 
moral hazard. 

Opponents of realistic debt 



PODIUM 


Andrew Simms 

From a lecture 
ax the Union Chapel, 
Highbury, London, 
by the Christian 
Aid campaigner 


relief say that countries must 
remain c reditw or thy. But the 
very existence of the debt over- 
hang scares away investors. 
What about military spend- 
ing? All governments spend an 
weapons. Per person, our gov- 
ernments spend far more than 
those in Africa. Let’s just ask 
who is selling the guns in the 
first place. 

Outlawing slavery in Britain 
took at least 30 years of foot- 
dragging and delay. In 1796, a 


commitment to gradual abol- 
ition prompted one member of 
parliament to protest “How 
can you carry on the slave 
trade moderately? How can a 
country be pillaged and de- 
stroyed in moderation?" We 
cannot modify injustice. The 
question is, to what period we 
shall prolong iL The new Arch- 
bishop of Cape Town com- 
ments that the external debt of 
developing countries has be- 
come an eternal debt 

The Group of Seven nations 
(G7), plus Russia, met this 
year in Cologne. Better debt 

relief for the poorest countries 
was high on their agenda. Each 

year when they meet they 
promise to find a solution to the 
debt crisis. 

Nearty two centuries ago, in 
1814 and 1815, the rulers of 
Europe met in Vienna and 
Paris. They were lobbied by 
abolitionists such as Thomas 
Clarkson. No deal was agreed, 
even though they accepted 
that slavery was the desolation 
of Africa, the degradation of Eu- 
rope and the afflicting scourge 
of humanity. Will the G7 in 

Cologne air the same concern, 
and also delay action? 

In Ta nzania, more is spent 
on debt service than on health 
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euro zone are not poor, isolated 
little countries left, somehow out in 
the cold. Not only are they to total 
at least as successful economically 
as the members of the euro zone; 
they are larger than the euro zone's 
largest member, Germany. Most 
important of all a rational assess- 
ment of their comparative advant- 
ages and disadvantages suggests 
that on balance they wifi probably do 
better than the euro zone countries 
in the future. 

We all tend to assume that polit- 
ical unity brings economic pros- 
perity: that the economies of scale 
from access to a larger market 
makes everyone richer: I'm not sure 
that was ever true, but in so far as 
it was, the advantage of being part 
of a larger economic bloc has surely 
waned. In so far as Switzerland, Swe- 
den and the UK have been suc- 
cessful it has been by looking at the 
worid as their market, not just Eur- 
ope. It is not that the EU is too big 
a market; it Is too small As for pol- 
itical unity, Northland does well pre- 
cisely because it does not exist 
Hie moment they launch the “noro" 
to challenge the euro, it will be time 
to head for the boats. 
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and education combined By 
2002 the country may quality for 
some relief, but how much? 
Current plans are an account- 
ing exercise designed not to 
break the chains, but just light-, 
en the ball at the end of than. 

Change will come only when 
calls for justice become deaf- 
ening. Today's campaigners 
have a debt to the past Many 
of the techniques we think of as 
modem were pioneered by the 
abolitionists. In 1791 Clarkson 
initiated an early consumer, 
boycott of sugar produced by 
slavery in the West Indies. He 
called on people to switch to 
honey, or sugar produced by 
free labour - 300,000 people 
joined the P-amp fljgn 

At the G7 in Cologne, and the 
week before in London, thou- 
sands backing the Jubilee 2000 
coalition campaign formed a 

Symbolic h uman pfiain p* fling 

for debt bondage to be ended. 
As an abolitionist and the 
author of one of the great nar- 
ratives of slaves who won thdr 
freedom, Frederick Douglas, 
said: “Those who profess to 
fovour freedom, and yet dep- 
recate agitation, are 
men who want crops 
without ploughing up 
the ground." - / 
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For Lebanon, read Vietnam 
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Robert Fisk 

Hizbollah has carefully 
copied Israel’s old tactics 
and turned them 
against the Israeli army 
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THE PALESTINIANS used to 
> •-t* ■i:!i:s! .j,^. promise that Lebanon would be 

‘ c - : ' '■■'■•i :.j [> # Israel’s Vietnam. The Israelis 
l! * "i:. ■ o r tn . laughed at this, invaded Lebanon in 
jjj^ 1982 (for the second time in four 
£ V- . [ ; !"-ur;aieir Y ears ' , « drove PLO from Beirut 
WP KHiini u . : . w ^ * and - by the sheer ferocity of their 
" assault - created Hizbollah. And 
1 aj* Hizbollah has now fulfilled the 
Palestinian prediction. Not only 
— has Israel lost the Lebanon war - 

~ it has been comprehensively 
defeated by one of the world's most 
professional guerrilla armies - but 

S America’s ally in the Middle East 

does not frighten the Lebanese 
anymore. 

Last week, it was an Israeli 
colonel and two of his soldiers who 
were killed in occupied southern 
Lebanon; this week it is a general 
. 1[ and three of his soldiers, all am- 

bushed inside an area which the Is- 
1 raelis still, incredibly, call their 
“security zone". And what was the 
Israeli response? The same 
rhetoric from the Israeli Prime 
Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, 
about “striking at terrorism” that 
7 the Lebanese have been hearing for 
more than 20 years. 

The vacuity of Israel’s much 
trumpeted “revenge” was all too 
evident in the name it chose forits 
latest retaliation into Lebanon: 
“Operation Land, Sea and Air” 
The pitiful truth is that not a single 
Israeli soldier dare aqy longer stray 
outside flie occupation zone; not one 
Israeli soldier will advance on foot 
or even with tanks toattadc Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas. So much for the 
“land” element of the operation. 
There will be no armoured land as- 
sault. The usual artillery bom- 
•Mintr* bardments will be fired Into 
Lebanon and in the past 4d hours, 
’r. we’ve witnessed the usual air at- 

■ ■■■ tacte -around 23 rards,brin^ngthe 

total number of air strikes on 
Lebanon in the past 12 months to 
• •; - ■ - dose on 1,400. And the little Hetz- 

. . ■ class gunboat banging away at the 
old Palestinian camp at Nahme 
south of Beirut -at a target that has 
• not the slightest connection with 
HizboDah- is not going to worry the 
. men who are destroying the Israeli 
w t army >n southern Lebanon. 

Needless to say, the Americans 
- for the 23rd time in 20 years, by 
• my count -have called cm both skies 
“to exercise restraint". And, as 
usual, Israel's friends have been 



Richard 

Burge 



The chief executive 
of the Countryside 
Alliance replies 
to yesterday’s 
article by Andreas 
Whitt am Smith 
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A soldier sitting on his tank yesterday in southern Lebanon after Israel said it would attack Hizbollah targets to avenge the inTlin g of a general Haidar HawUa/Reuters 


telling the story from Israel's point 
of view. CNN told its viewers of the 
Israeli civilians dose to the 
Lebanese border who had to spend 
the night in bomb shelters for fear 
of a fli»-hnllfth attack that never 
came. There was, of course, no 
report of the Lebanese civilians who 
had to spend the night under real 
Israeli attack. 

In reality Hizbollah has assidu- 
ously copied Israel’s old tactics - 
and turned them against toe Israeli 
army. When Israel began using 
analogue-system detonation for 
bombs hidden in rocks to ambush 
Hizbollah. the guerrillas duplicated 
the Israeli technology and added 
booby traps of their own. When the 
Israelis dressed their great Merka- 
va tanks in armour to prevent 
rocket attacks, Hizbollah letpied to 
fire missiles between the plating. 
When the Israelis boasted of their 
intelligence prowess in southern 
Lebanon, Hizbollah suborned or 
blackmailed Israel's Lebanese 
collaborators and forced them to 
betray the Israelis. 

The two most recent ambushes 
- like the destruction of an Israeli 
commando unit at Aansariyeh last 
year (itself on an ambush mis sion) 
-were all set up by Hizbollah with 


the help of men inside Israel’s oc- 
cupation zone, some of them mem- 
bers of Israel’s own proxy South 
Lebanon Army gunmen. This was 
the very ramshackle militia to 
which General Erez Gerstein, 
Israel’s latest victim in southern 
Lebanon, was the liaison officer - 
so no wonder Hizbollah knew his 
route and the time of his arrivaL 
Some of the bombs which killed him 
were even hanging from the 
branches of trees, just like the 
explosives which MI1»3 toe Israelis 
at Aansariyeh. 

But Hizbollah has copied 
another, for more devastating tac- 
tic of the Israelis, in the past, it was 
Israeli polity to make the Lebanese 
civilian population pay for the pres- 
ence of guerrillas in southern 
Lebanon. The idea was simple: so 
greatly would the civilians suffer 
that th^y would force the Lebanese 
government to cfisarm the guerrillas 
-and save Israel the hard fighting 
involved in crushing the guerrillas 
themselves. But now it is Hizbollah 
that is threatening to fire salvoes of 
rockets into Israd if the Israelis do 
not cease their attacks. And it is the 
Israelis who are pleading with their 
government - to withdraw Israeli 
troops from southern Lebanon. 


And here lies the beauty of the 
whole morass for toe Lebanese 
and forHizbollah's Syrian and Iran- 
ian allies. Syria wants the return of 
the occupied Golan Heights; and the 
continuation of HSzbolIah’s war 
against toe occupation of southern 
Lebanon is the one bloody pressure 
that Damascus can apply on Israel 
to leave Golan. Israel, say the 
Lebanese, can withdraw from 
southern Lebanon under UN Se- 
curity Council resolution 425 of 
1978 winch it has flouted for 21 
years. When Mr Netanyahu lists his 
own conditions fora retreat -which 
include absorbing his old SLA col- 
laborators into toe Lebanese se- 
curity forces - he is told to get lost. 
Obey the UN resolution, he is told, 
which calls for “total and uncondi- 
tional withdrawal”. But the 
Lebanese are in no hurry to see the 
Israelis go, because the Syrians are 
prepared to watch Hizbollah keep 
killing toe Israelis for staying. 

Desperately Israel is trying to 

find a W 3 y minimising it.*; militar y 

presence in southern Lebanon. 
Gun batteries which should contain 
a minimum of 10 Israeli soldiers 
often contain only four or five. So 
fearfol are they of roadside bombs 
and missiles that can even pene- 


trate Merkava tanks that Israeli sol- 
diers now walk home on leave to the 
Israeli frontier at night, up to 12 
miles of rough hiking across the 
open countryside of southern 
Lebanon. The Israelis are planning 
the possible abandonment of the fin- 
ger of mountain territory they con- 
trol up to the town of Jezzine above 
Sidon; a withdrawal here would re- 
duce casualties on toe single road 
connecting Maijayoun with Jezzine 
on which more than 30 Israelis 
have been killed. But this would also 
allow Hizbollah to concentrate their 
attacks onto a smaller area, of 
southern Lebanon. 

Of course, the Vietnam parallels 
can be taken too far. The war in 
southern Lebanon is not cm the awe- 
some scale of the conflict in South- 
east Asia. Deaths on both sides are 
running at a maximum of only a 
dozen a week. Israelis are not de- 
serting en masse in order to avoid 
soldiering in southern Lebanon. 
And Hizbollah is not going to pour 
over toe border into Israel ir the 
event of an Israeli retreat 

The similarities are closer to 
Shimon Peres’s torment three 
years ago. Anxious to prove he was 
“tough on terrorism” before an 
Israeli election, he launched a bom- 


bardment against Hizbollah in 
which Israeli artillerymen massa- 
cred 106 refugees in a UN camp in 
a bloodbath at Qana and which 
brought down more rockets in 
retaliation on northern Israel than 
the total in toe last 40 years. 

Mr Netanyahu now also feces an 
election in 10 weeks and also wants 
to prove that he is “tough on ter- 
rorism". Already he is speaking of 

revenge for **the c riminal attacks on 

our towns and villages” - a mere- 
tricious statement (unchallenged, of 
course, by CNN) that totally avoids 
the truth: that toe Israeli general 
and his comrades were MQed not in 
Israel but in Israeli- occupied south- 
ern Lebanon. 

But the Israeli public is not so 
easily fooled. The growing move- 
ment of Israeli mothers demanding 
an end to this pointless, hopeless oc- 
cupation is larger now than it was 
when Peres was prime minister. Will 
Mr Netanyahu listen to these 
voices? Or will he stick to the old, 
brutal policies pursued with such 
ferocity almost two decades ago by 
his current foreign minister. Arid 
Sharon. An eye for an eye. a tooth 
for a tooth, Israeli leaders use to 
threaten. Now, however, that is 
HizboDah’s motto. 


IN HIS article, Andreas Whit- 
tam Smith asks for evidence 
of anti-rural prejudice - he 
needs only to read his own 
words for toe answer. He pro- 
motes ignorance of toe issues 
and peddles toe very myths 
that cause acute’ resentment 
against the countryside. 

Mr Whittam Smith pro- 
motes the needs of industrial 
workers against the needs of 
rural communities. It is sim- 
ply not true that toe Govern- 
ment is neglecting urban 
industry in order to featherbed 
the countryside. A £200m 
package is reportedly on toe 
cards to help BMW at Rover’s 
Longbridge plant A mere 
£i20m was scraped together 
for the entire farming indus- 
try as an emergency package. 

More importantly, Mr 
Whittam Smith does not 
understand the nature of work 
in the countryside. Most farm- 
ers are self-employed, along- 
side their families. 

Farming is not simply a 
job, it is alivelihood. If you are 
made redundant in an urban 
area, you have access to 
retraining and jobs created in 
new industries. 

In rural areas you lose your 
home and capital, and there is 
not even a job centre. British 
formers - or most of them on 
small tenanted holdings - are 
more victims than beneficiary 
ies of toe perversities of the 
Common Agricultural Policy. 
It is the only industry nation- 
alised ata European level A 
traditionally self-reliant people 
have for less mobility than 
urban workers. They are 
trapped in a game that robs 
them of self-determin- 
ation. The One Man and his 
Dog issue is not about a re- 
luctance to change. It was the 
one programme about rural 
people made by rural people. 

This piece will be put on our 
website. Hill formers have ac- 
cess to the Internet. And Mr 
Whittam Smith says nothing 
changes in the countryside! 
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The end of the world news 
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* THIS IS the 16th annual audit of the 
global environment from the Wash- 
ington think-tank the World Watch In- 
stitute. Once again, the message is 
"things are really bad... but don’t 
give up hope". This year's tour of 
threats to the environment ranges 
across energy systems, urban life, 
forests and agriculture. But let’s start 
with the oceans. 

Wfe depend an this extraordinary re- 
source for vital and poorly understood 



TUESDAY BOOK 


STATE OF THE WORLD 1999 

EDITED BY LESTER BROWN AND CHRISTOPHER FLAVIN. 
EARTHSCAN. £14.95 


per cent of toe world’s edible fish regulated mefea-dties have all created 
stocks are dose to, or beyond, toe point environmental problems that exceed 


of collapse. Cyanide poisoning, as a 


their benefits. A century of unrelent- 

incr aiyini t V has hrmiffht lie ar'rt»laraf. 
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mate regulation, for 16 per cent of our 
animal protein, not to mention inspir- 
ation, beaches and tourism. Yet a 
breakdown of the world’s marine 


escent algal blooms have turned great tag climatic change, dedining water 


swaths of the Gulf of Mexico into a tables and disappearing rainforests. If 
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. ^rm the &ce. tfthe food chain, from phytoplankton 
ecosystems is st-uing . , ■ cmIr to the Canadian Inuits. de- 


dead zone. Heavy metals and organo- you have not read a State of the World 
phosphates accumulate in every stage report before, it is almost impossible 
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Via seals to the Canadian Inuits, de- 
n- pendent on toefr meat and blubber J 
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of the food chain, from phytoplankton to read one and not conclude: this can- 
via seals to the Canadian Inuits, de- not go on. It has to stop now. Hie 1999 
pendent on their meat and blubber edition is no different 

The numbers, the ecosystems and However your reaction at the end 

the industries change; but across the will probably be: what is to be done? 




Last year the woridwatchers were 
calling for visionary leadership in the 
US. So 1998 was a political non-starter 


toe point of mannccai uusnnp* ■ tidde . ^ irrigation-dependent This year in the concluding chapter 

So 60 per cent of the worths transport and im- political responsibility is cast a little 

reefs are ta danger of destrucuo , v wider governments, corporations. 



Should there be a tax on pollution? 



titfsday Poem 


north and SOUTH 

BY PAUL DURCAN 


At Ireland's extremities - 
Malta Head in the North 

Mizen Head in the South - 

Two identical notices: 

PRIVATE KEEP OUT 


The identical islander 
,, lhc end of his identical tether- 
■ __ -t-M-ved sheep, baibed wire; 
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fr*m Paul Durcan's new collection. 
T/us poem cones (Harvill. £14.99) 

Greetings to Our Fneaa 


wider governments, corporations, 
aid agencies and active citizens all get 
a look in. And, as the woridwatchers 
briskly state, there is no shortage of 
things to be done now. 

Governments should be taxing pol- 
lution and resource consumption, not 
work and investment They should 
subsidise renewable technologies and 
cyclists, and stop spending $650bn a 
year of public money on logging, min- 
ing and motoring. Governments 
should write better environmental 
regulations, and enforce more assid- 
uously those they already have. They 
could make available more inform- 
ation about pollution and its risks. 

Smart companies should bethink- 
ing about how they nan makt* a buck 
out of sustainable energy transport 
and agriculture, rather than trying to 
squeeze the last drops of surplus out 
of a poisoned planet It would also be 
helpful if they devoted less political en- 


ergy to spiking international climate 
negotiations and biodiversity treaties. 

The same goes fear the international 
organisations and treaties that we do 
have. The World Bank, which invests 
six times as much in the global coal 
industry as in renewable energy and 
energy efficiency, could do with a 
sharp shift in priorities. The World 
Trade Organisation, as a start, could 
acquire sonMerrrironmeptaliykgit^ 
It currently considers nearly all envi- 
ronmental regulations - such as ban- 
ning the sale of shrimps caught with 
nets that loll rare sea-tmtfes- as illegal 
barriers to free trade. 

As for us citizens, ^ we need to get ed- 
ucated. If we could only see the world 
more holistically, if we could listen to 
alternative sources of moral know- 
ledge, if we could only think about our 
children’s interests a bit more... All of 
this Is true, but as a reader who has 
a few State of the^ Wbrids under his bdlt, 
I have had enough education, and 
enough of the polite, painless optimism 


of the woridwatchers. It’s not their 
foult If I were trying to influence the 
US Congress and mainstream US 
opinion. I too would probably be a pol- 
ite educational optimist However; 
there is a pressing need, when we 
speak to ourselves and to our (Hites, 
to be less measured and more angry. 

At the latest conclave of the G7 fin- 
ance ministers - the nearest thing we 
have to a directorate for the regula- 
tion of the global juggernaut - the only 
thing tha t toft suits manag ed to agree 
upon in their banal communique was 
toe need to “promote... strong and 
sustainable domestic-led growth"; by 
which they mean growth that just 
keeps on keeping on. These people 
may be running toe planet, but they 
are' not on it I don't know whether to 
try to make them read State of the 
Wbrld, or just hit them with it. 

David Goldblatt 


The reviewer lectures in social 
sciences at die Open University 
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Professor 

Glenn 

Seaborg 


GLENN seaborg discovered plu- 
tonium, one of the world’s most : 
exciting substances. 

Before dawn on 24 February 1941. 

the team of nuclear scientists he 
led at the University of California's 
Berkeley campus identified element 
94 in the periodic table, second of the 
transuranium elements. It had been 
made by atomic bombardment in a 
cyclotron. Plutonium followed the 
discovery of neptunium, dement 83, 
by Seaborg’s colleague Edwin 
McMillan at Berkeley, in 1940. 

Element 94 was named plutoni- 
um after Pluto, the next furthest 
planet from 'Earth. Seaborg and 
McMDan shared theNobei Prize for 
Chemistry in 1951 for their discovery 
ofwfaatyaiung Seaborg wanted to call 
the “actinide series" of the heaviest 
elements starting with element 89. 
“Don't do it", friends cautioned, “you’ll 
ruin your scientific reputation," he 
recalled at a 50th anniversary meet- 
ing in 1991. “I had a great advan- 
tage," Seaborg replied, “1 didn’t 
have arty reputation at that time." 

His concept proved to have great 
predictive value, and helped the dis- 
covery of another 17 man-made el- 
ements, of which he participated in 
a total of 10. In 1997 element 106 was 
named seaborgium - toe first to be 
named after a Irving person. In 1991 
toe Seaborg Institute, devoted to the 
study of the 20 heaviest elements, 
from thorium (90), was inaugurated 
at the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory in California 
No element has been more in- 
tensely studied or proved to have a 
more unruly and fascinating range 
of properties than plutonium. 
Seaborg called it toe “ornery ele- 
ment”. “When you hold a lump rfplu- 
tonrum in your hand it feels warm, 
like a live rabbit" observed a woman 
scientist who helped refine it during 
the Second World War. 

Plutonium is a dark, silvery metal 
which when molten is chemically in- 
tensely reactive and very hard to 
contain. As a solid it exists in sev- 
eral different physical states with dif- 
ferent properties, which makes 
metalworking extremely exasper- 
ating as it changes dramatically 
between states. But its paramount 
property is that the plutonium-239 
isotope is fissile. It offered an alter- 
native to uranium-235 as a potential 
nuclear explosive. 

Seaborg could not even see his 
first speck of plutonium oxide, but 
the pressures of the new US Man- 
hattan Project (developing the atom- 
ic bomb) soon had the science -and 
Seaborg - transferred to the Met- 
allurgical Laboratory in Chicago, to 
workout ways of “mass producing" 
the metal Here the first visible 
amount of plutonium was made: 
about one mfllionth of a gram. 


Early in 1942, at a general con- 
ference on plutonium chemistry in 
Chicago, attended fay Seaborg, two 
main tasks were identified. One 
was to separate the metal in the 
amounts and purify required for war 
purposes. The other was to obtain 
gcwdiniderstandii^crftberfianistiy 
tQh aiiM and “afom- 

ic piles". Seaborg was appointed to 
lead toe separation team. 

In the next two years plutonium 
manufacture in atomic piles and re- 
finement in kilog ram quantities to 
provide the critical mass for a 
weapon scaled up the process ten 
bfflioa times - “surely toe greatest 
scale-up factor Gver attempted", 
Seaborg was to remark. 

The venhct of the official history 
of toe Manhattan Project by BID. 
Smyth in 1945 was: “Altogether toe 


Seaborg called it 
the ‘ ornery 
element \ ‘When 
you hold a lump 
of plutonium in 
your hand it feels 
warm, like a live 
rabbit,* said a 
colleague 


solving of many of toe chemical prob- 
lems has been one of the most re- 
markable achievements of the 
Metallurgical Laboratory." From 
the outset Seaborg was deeply con- 
cerned with the toxicity of the new 
metal and toe need to protect 
himsplf and his team from, in par- 
ticular airborne particles. He es- 
tablished safe laboratory practices 
which prevail to this day. 

Plutonium’s peculiarities lent 
themselves more readily to fanciful 
notions from opponents of nuclear 
weapons and, la ter nnrlpar power 
than the other nuclear explosive. 
uranium-235. So pervasive was an 
erroneous mythology of plutonium 
by the mid-1970s that in Britain, toe 
report of the Windscale Inquiry by 
Mr Justice Parker spelled out seven 
of toe “misunderstandings” then 
current His report was implement- 
ed but the myths still prevail widely. 

In 196L when the US and Britain 
were building their first power re- 
actors, Seaborg was appointed by 
President Kennedy as chairman of 
the powerful US Atomic Energy 
Commission and the President's 


chief nuclear advisei; a post he held 
for 10 years. He spoke widely, wise- 
ly and well on all aspects of the 
ftmprgjwg nuclear industry the 
technical and social problems it 
was feeing. He gave much thought 
to what he foresaw as an emerging 
“plutonium economy" arising from 
toe byproduct of nuclear reactors, 
as a way of safeguarding the 
substance from misuse. 

In an interview with the Finan- 
cial Times in 1969 Seaborg discussed 
toe problems a veritable deluge of 
US reactor orders - over 30 in the 
mid-1960s - were causing “People 
are now becoming conscious of nu- 
clear power plants." The first co- 
ordinated campaigns opposing 
nuclear power were begriming 
“We tafap their criticisms seri- 
ously, though they chiefly arise 
through misconceptions," be be- 
lieved. counter-attack j n^t 
begun, with a tough- talking speech 
asserting that critics were using an 
effective method of propaganda 
known as “stacking the deck”. The 
idea was to amass isolated detri- 
mental fects, and add statements by 
nuclear authorities lifted out of con- 
text, phis a leav ening of misinter- 
pretation, he contended. 

Specifically, said Seaborg, every 
fact and statement in a story might 
be true. Yet the article and its con- 
clusion remained invalid and mis- 
leading. “Such dishonesty is made 
more harmful by the fact that these 
articles are written as exposes and 

published in the public interest”. He 
forecast a further deluge of US re- 
actor orders in toe early 1970s, but 
that was not to be. 

Glenn Theodore Seaborg was 
hnm m 1 Q19. in Ish p emin g, Michigan. 
an iron mining town on the Upper 
Peninsula His father was toe son of 
Swedish immigr ants, and his moth- 
er an immig rant herself. Seaborg 
spoke Swedish before learning Eng- 
lish. He received his first degree in 
chemi stry fr o m toe University of Cal- 
ifomia, Los Angeles, in 1934; and a 
PhD three years later. That year; 
1937, he was appointed a research 
associate at Berkeley and began his 
assocation with sudi greats of US 
physics as E.O. Lawrence and J. 
Robert Oppenbeimen the founders 
of nuclear science. Seaborg married 
Helen Griggs in 1942, the year he 
moved to Chicago. 

Seaborg’s publications include 
The Chemistry of the Actinide Ele- 
ments, with Joseph J. Katz, pifoOshed 
in 1958; The Transuranium Ele- 
ments (1958); Education and die 
Atom (with Daniel M. Wilkes, 1954); 
Men and Atom (with William A. 
Corliss, 1971); Nuclear Milestones 
U972) and TVunsuromum Elements: 
products of modern alchemy (with 
others, 1978). 



Seaborg in bis laboratory at Berkeley, California, in 1941, the year be discovered plutonium 


As a pioneer of nuclear alchemy, 
Seaborg 1 s many scientific awards 
and prizes included the Enrico 
Fermi Award of the US Atomic En- 
ergy Commission, in 1957. It was 
then worth $50,000. Later came the 
Priesley Medal of the American 
Chemical Society in 1979, the Henry 
De Wolf Smyth Award of the Amer- 
ican Nuclear Society; in 1982, and the 
Actinide Award in 1984. 

Glenn Seaborg returned to aca- 
demic life in 1971, and to a fruitful 
period as scientist, teacher, admin- 
istrator and government adviser 
from his original base at Berkeley. 

David Fkhlock 

Glenn Seaborg was a formidable 
presence, writes Tam DalyeH I 
met him in the summer of 1965, 
when I was asked to stay in the 
house of Bill Carey; then the senior 
official in toe Bureau of the Budget 
responsible for the funding of the 
science and space programme. 

I was a member of toe first House 
of Commons Select Committee on 
Science and Technology; chaired 
by Arthur Palmer MR electrical en- 


gineer and Memberfor Bristol Cen- 
tral, who determined that an earfy 
report should be on the UK nuclear 
industry and was therefore inter- 
ested in toe American view. Seaborg . 
agreed to see me, I suspect, because, 
like everyone else in federal Wash- 
ington, he would do a lot to oblige the 
Bureau of toe Budget The rare 
guest of toe Bureau of the Budget, 
however unimportant in himself, 
would get superior treatment to 
toe guest of toe State Department 

On entering Us office, I found that 
he was a man of no small talk, but 
straight, direct and to the point He 
was eoormousfy well ktbnned about 
the British nudear situation, its dif- 
ficulties, achievements and suc- 
cesses. He khew in detail all about 
the Windscale accident, which he in- 
sisted on describing as “an inddeef. 

I was grilied by ftds man with pierc- 
ing eyes on the Khefy policies towards 

and far ipjwirmpn . 

gy of the incoming 1964 Labour 
government When I explained that 
some of the younger labour MPs 
were fiercely pro-nudeai; because 
we saw the price of coal being often 


toe price of emphysema, pneumo- 
coniosis, and chronic bronchitis, 
from working dawn a pit in bad con- 
ditions, he warmed and said quite 
simply, “that’s very near my own 
family and that’s partly why I want- 
ed this job and want to champion the 
cause of rivflnudearpower". He was 
a man of passionate convictions, 
formed partly by famfiy adversity. 

A couple of years later I sent. 
Seaborg the answers to 70 parlia- 
mentary written questions about 
Aldahra Atoll in toe Indian Ocean 
where it was proposed by the Min- 
istry of Defenre that there should be 
an RAF staging post, along the 
lines proposed fay Denis Healey. Tb 
have turned the atoll into a base 
would have been an ecological dis- 
aster and would have been toe end 
of the flightless rail, toe pink-footed 
booby, as well as decimating the 
pant tortoise of the Indian Ocean, 
whose breeding place it was. 

Seaborg’s reaction was concern 
as a scientist, and in coqjunctian wito 
his friend Dillon Ripley, Secretary of 
the Smithsonian, he exercised his 
ri^to go to the Presidait of the Unit- 


ed States direct, then Lyndon John- 
son. Parliamentary questions would 
not have dissuaded Harold Wilson 
from going ahead wito the Aldabra 
staging post But a question from 
LBJ, prompted by Seaborg and Rip- 
ley, was altogether another matter. 

As Wilson wryly put it to me 
some months later in connection 
with Aldabra -he was a generous 
soul - “You certainly went to the 
right people in Washington to 
scupper our proposal!” 

Glenn Theodore Seaborg, chemist 
bom Jskpemxng, Michigan 19 April 
1912; Resident Associate, College of 
Chemistry, University of Califor- 
nia, Berkeley 1937-39, Instructor, 
Department of Chemistry 1939-il, 
Assistant Professor 2941-45, Pro- 
fessor 1945-71, Chancellor 1958-61, 
University Professor of Chemistry 
1971-99; Nobel Prize far Chemistry 
(jamfyurithEdumMcMiOan) 1951; 
Chnarnvm,US Atomic Energy Conv 
mission 1961-71; monied 1942 Hden 
Griggs (three sons, too daughters, 
one son deceased!; died Lafayette, 
California 25 February 1999 . 


Stanley Dance 


it IS a testimony to their ability to 
write well and to communicate 
luridly that Leonard Feather and 
Stanley Dance, both British writers, 
were able to move to the United 
States and rise to the top of 
the heap as experts on jazz, a 
completely American art 

The textbooks say that Dance 
went to live in Connecticut in 1937. 
He found this suggestion offensive: 
he had stayed in England through- 
out the Second World Whr Tbtal deaf- 
ness in one ear precluded him from 
army service and he worked in his 
father's tobacco business until in- 
heriting the company himself he sold 
up and went to live to the US in 1959. 

Only Feather ever made a living 
out of jazz journalism. Dance need- 
ed the financial cushion that he got 
from selling up his father's firm 
when be left. The more was prompt- 
ed too because his Canadian-born 
wife. Helen Oakley a jazz authority 
and record producer in her own 
right, didn't like the English cli- 
pwtp Oakley had organised concerts 
for Benny Goodman and had record- 
ed small jazz groups, including some 
made up of Ellington musicians, 
from 1937 onwards. She and Dance 
married while she was in E n gland 
with the Office of Strategic 
Services during the wae 

In 1958 Sir Edward Lewis, the 
chairman of the Decca Record Com- 
pany had sent Dance to New York 
to make a series of albums by out- 
standing jazz musicians who Dance 
felt had been under-recorded. It 
was no coincidence that they were 
all black for. although he never 
spoke of the matter or eng a g ed in 
racial politics, Dance felt that black 
players made superior music to 
their white counterparts. On me oc- 
casion he wrote that Ruby Braff was 


the best of toe white trumpet play- 
ers. “Why tod he have to say that I 
was white?" Braff wondered. 

The Decca albums, issued on 
the Felsted label became classics 
and with them Dance established a 
new jazz context that he called 
Mainstream. The categorisation 
caught on because it was useful 
Dance defined it: 

Primarily it is a reference term for the 
vast body of jam that was at one time m 
some danger of losing its identity Prac- 
tically it is applied to the jazz idiom 
whicn developed between the heyday of 
King Oliver and Jelly Kofl Morton on the 
me hand and that of Charlie Rjrter and 
Dizzy Gillespie on the other. 

In fact Dance regarded Swing as 
the purlieu of white musicians like 
Benny Goodman and Artie Shaw. 
Mainstream was to encompass the 
work of black musicians including 
Duke Ellington, Earl Hines, Count 
Basie, Coleman Hawkins and Buck 
Clayton. The music and its roots 
were similar. 

The unspoken reverse discrimi- 
nation on grourwfe of orfour was hard 
to reconcile. Although Dance's actions 
helped to bring them new prosper- 
ity the subjects of his new catego- 
ry were not impressed and some frit 
that he was being patronising. 

Dance’s interest in jazz had 
begun when he was apupQ atFram- 
lingham College in Suffolk from 
1925 to 1928. The progressive jazz 
records that he heard in this peri- 
od included the first made by the pi- 
anists Duke Ellington and Earl 
Hines. Dance was later to become 
dose to both of them. He wrote his 
first essays in the FYench magazine 
Jazz Hot in 1935 because “so much 
of what I read about jazz was so ill- 
informed and so bad" and over the 
next two decades until he left for the 
US continued to write, often for col- 


lectors' magazines, when his work 
in the tobacco industry allowed. 

Dance's writings continued to 
appear copiously until his death. 
Over the years he was one of the 
most influential of authors who, 

throu gh hit ; friendship w ifi* Ell in gtnn, 

Hines, Count Basie and others, be- 
came rnbre involved with the music 
than aity other non-instrumentalist 
His chronicles made him one of toe 
leading jazz historians and he had 
a hand in shaping the direction 
taken by toe music that he loved. 


When you get 
someone like 
Stanley in your 
earner, * said Earl 
Hines , ‘you’re a 
very lucky fellow * 


In 1970 Duke Ellington wrote: 

Stanley is well informed about my activ- 
ities and those of nqr associates. He has 
been a part of our scene for a long time, 
maybe taneer than be cares to remem- 
ber He ana his wife Hderrare the kind 
of people It is good to have in your cor- 
ner; the kind of people you dotft mind 
knowing ypur secrets. In other words 
they are friends -and you darft have to 
be careful with friends. 

Dance contributed a monthly col- 
umn, “Lightly and Politely", to the 
British magaane Jazz Journal from 
1948 to 1976. In ft he used the royal 
“we". As his fellow columnist I 
found this an irritating fiaw in such 
a stylish writer and I tackled him 
about it on a couple of occasions. He 


explained only that it lubricated the 
flow of his prose. 

The so-called Bebop Revolution 
of the mid-Forties was perhaps not 
the cataclysmic change that critics 
like Dance made it out to be- It most- 
ly concerned the speeding up of mu- 
sical thought; the apparent changes 
in the music were not as radical as 
they at first appeared. But they 
were more than enough for Dance, 
who pulled the blinds down at the ap- 
pearance on the scene of Charlie 
Parker and Dizzy Gillespie and, as 
far as developments in the music 
were concerned, kept them down 
evgaftecAddrtionalty since the best 
pfayers of the Twenties had been 
black. Dance believed that this 
would always be the case. 

In 1957 toe bandleader Johnny 
Dankworth created an incident 
when, appalled by the showmanship 
and general hysteria of Lionel 
Hampton at a Royal Festival Hall 
concert, he shouted from his seat in 
toe audience, “How about playing 
some jazz?” Dance’s support in Jazz 
Journal of toe black Hampton gave 
him the chance to clobber a white 
modernist in passing. He wrote: 

What we would like to know is whether 
Dankworth attended the (Staql Kent on 
concert If he did was he heard to bawl 
the same question? II not, why not? We 
sat through the Kenton concert Indig- 
nant and incredulous without bawling 
once, because we knew that in the audi- 
ence Ihere were several hundred jack- 
asses who had come long distances to 
hear the noise. 

Kenton's muse had far more 
depth and cerebral activity than the 
(firect and raw passion of Hampton's, 
and hindsight suggests that Dance's 


However a paragraph from him in 
the current edition of Jazz Times 
suggests that it never changed: * 


I liked Stan Kenton personally, but 
invariably found his music too grandiose 
and heavy to swing. U was no surprise 
when be made a Wagner album. Teu- 
tonic ambitions having cost me friends 
and relatives In two world wars, I -was 
doubly prejudiced against such contra- 
jazz ventures. 

Later; when Dance travelled with 
Duke Ellington, closer to him than 
anyone else as he helped him with 
day-to-day matters and wrote con- 
tinuously about toe band’s activities, 
the trumpeter Buck Clayton said to 
me, “Every time that Dute wanted 
a pee, Stanley was there to unzip his 
fly for him.” 

In 1964, when Earl Hines's career 
was at a low ebb, Dance persuaded 
some promoters to support three 
concerts by the pianist at the little 
Theatre m New Ybrk They were sen- 
sational^ suoces^id and as a result 
Hines, with Dance's support, re- 
sumed his rightful place at the head 
of the jazz pantheon. “I always say 
Tm an amateur manager;" said 
Dance, but his guidance crfHines and 
Ellington, was faultless. He was 
largely responsible for the surge of 
recordings by the two men, and con- 
tributed informed and enligh tening 
notes to their albums. He had al- 
ready won a Grammy Award in 1963 
for his liner notes to the record set 
The Ellington Era. 

His output of articles and books 
was breathtaking in size. Already a 
contributor to Down Beat, Metro- 
nome, the Neb forfcHenrid Tribune 
and Saturday Review, be began to 
collect together his pieces in books 
such as The Vfyrid of Duke Ellington 
(1970), The World of Swing (1974), 
The World qfEari Hines (1977), The 
World of Count Basie (1980), The 
Night People (1971 about toe jazz 
trombonist Dicky Wells), and Those 
Swinging Years (the autobiogra- 



Dance: lightly and Politely* 

pfay of Chariie Burnett, which Dance 
helped to write, 1984). He won the 
Ascap-Deems Thylor Award in 1979 
forhisbookDidceEZimgtontnf^r- 
aorc an intimate memoir, on which 
he had collaborated wito Elling- 
ton's son Mercec He had probably 
also bees responsible flu- writing 
Duke Ellington’s autobiography 
Music is My Mistress. 

He wrote for toe American Jazz 
Times from 1980 until his death, 
being in charge of the book review 
section. Matty of the reviews were 
his own and because he was so well- 
informed, and because his writing 
style remained so vivid, it was not 
possible to detect any deterioration 


David Redjern 

in his skills. He was as eloquent as 
ever when he joined me for a BBC 
North radio programme last yean 
His love of Ins music and his insights 
into it shone through: he would 
have been an excellent broadcast- 
er, had he turned bis mind to it 
“When you get somebody film 
Stanley in your corner” said Earl 
Hines, “you're a very lucky fellow.” 

STEVE VOCE 

Stanley Frank Dance, writer and 
record producer: bom Braintree, 
Essex 15 September 2910; married 
1947 Hden Oakley (two sons, two 
daughters ); died Rancho Bernar- 
do, California 23 February 1999. 
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Kurt Eissler 


KURT EISSLER. the Viennese psycho- 
analyst, was one of Freud’s most 
faithful adherents. 

Anffianentsduiarandlostonanaflhe 

interaationaipsydioanalyiicnw^nient, 

Eisner ygHK a disfin g iri «]}Pri^}rnWgn TTp 

comhined a profound understanding of 

( Fto^s metepsycbtoog^ 

amSp a tinn nml aU.mi.LU 



ter Anna, is we of the only successors 
who developed and expanded Freud's 
concepts without c&storting them. 

He was the author of 12 published 
books and almost 100 articles, many of 
which are cornerstones for psychoan- 
alytic training. His most important role 
was as a Freud biographer; with a spe- 
cial understanding of trauma, creativi- 
ty and genius. He subsequently founded 
the Sigmund ETOud Archives, and estab- 
lished the Anna Freud Foundation and 
the Ffceud literary Heritage Foundation. 

Among the ptycbo^jiographkal books 
Eissler published is a notable study of 
Leonardo da Vlnd (Leonardo claWnci- 
psychoanalytic notes on the enigma, 
1961), a two-volume work on Goethe 
(Goethe; a psychoanalytic study, 1775- 
1786, 1963), and another on Shakespeare's 
Hamlet He wrote a pathbreaking book 
in The Psychiatrist and the Dying Pa- 
tient (1955), and another on medical 
orthodoxy and the future of psycho- 
analysis. His ’irreverence" - his own 
word - for rigid orthodoxies defined his 
consistent stance as a classical psy- 
choanalyst impatient with institutional 
inflexibilities, which he believed en- 
dangered the future of psychoanalysis. 

Eissler's radical open-mindedness al- 
lowed him to introduce new rules for 
treatment of patients, to address ques- 
tions of fees and the effect on the ana- 
lyst of his own ageing process, and to 

write definitive essays on me chanisms 
of defence such as isolation, on the death 
drive, on the metapsychology of the pre- 
consdous, and on ego structure and 
psychoanalytic technique. 

Boldin argument, he refuted (he mis- 
statements and errors of Freud’s would- 
' be biographers and detractors by amply 
demonstrating that they did not read 
closely or accurately enough: he wrote 
two books to correct lesser scholars' 
views on the suicide of Freud’s patient 
Viktor musk. Most recently, he com- 
bated injustices of many kinds, includ- 
ing the fashionable misapprehensions 
of Freud's seduction theory, the topic of 
his Nachlass, a book-length manuscript 
Indefatigable and enormously disci- 
plined, he owed his stamina to his early 
rigorous training in Vienna, where he 
assisted August Aichom, a specialist in 
adolescence and delinquency, and also 
. to hte service as a psychiatrist in the US 
Army during the Second World War. His 
writings on schizophrenia, delinquency 
efficient soldiers, and malingering 
indicate his mettle. 

He wrote a book on Freud as an 
expert witness in the trial of Julius 
Wagner-Juaregg. After the war, he 
wrote a prescient indictment of German 





Eissler with Princess Marie Bonaparte (a descendant of Napoleon’s brother Laden), I960. Analysed by 
Sigmund Freud, she was herself a well-known psychoanalyst Freud Museum / Sigmund Freud Copyrights 


psychiatry which defended against com- 


camps, inducting parents who saw their 
children killed. His own sibling was 
murdered in a concentration camp in 
the autumn of 1943. 

Kit- Eissler (as he preferred to style 
himself) was bom in Vienna in 1908. He 
received a PhD in Psychology in L934 and 
an MD in 1937 from the University ofW- 


Kis psychoanalytic practice was 
interrupted by Germany’s annexation 
of Austria. He fled to the United States, 

to Chicago, where he qualified for the 
American Board of Psychiatry, and 
contested the hegemony of Franz Alex- 
ander’s technique. He once again inter- 
rupted his practice and volunteered in 
1943 for service in the army and, as Cap- 
tain of the Medical Corps, he directed 


After the war Eissler, frustrated at not being 
able to find the answer Freud had given 
to a questionnaire about s 10 good books’, 
founded the Sigmund Freud Archives 


emm His PhD thesis under Professor Karl 
Buhler was on the constancy ofvisual(m- 
figurations in the variations at objects and 
their representation. He underwent psy- 
choanalytic training at the Vienna Psy- 
choanalytic Institute in its most fertile 
period among colleagues such as August 
Aichom, Paul Federn, and Richard 
Sterba, and became a member of the 
Vienna Psychoanalytic Society in 1938. 


a consultation service in a training 
camp of the US ground forces. After the 
war, he moved to NewVbrk, where he 
remained in psychoanalytic practice 
until three weeks before his death. 

A footnote to his legacy is the contro- 
versy which arose during the establish- 
ment of a line of succession to the 
directorship of the Sigmund Freud 
Archives which he founded in 1952 with 


a group of psychoanalysts, with, himself 
in the capacity of secretary The purpose 
of the archives was to collect arigjnaldoc- 
uments. relating to the history of psy- 
choanalysis, especially letters to and 
from Freud and interviews with (hose 
who knew him. 

A recent exhibition of a small sam- 
ple of the collection housed in the Li- 
brary of Congress in Washington, DC, 
and soon to travel to the Jewish Muse- 
um inNew^k, and thai to Vienna and 
Los Angeles, does not do justice to the 
scope ofEissler's original project which 
arose out of his traumatic flight from Vi- 
enna; all his papers bad been left behiml 
and after the war he longed to find an 
answer Freud had published to a news- 
papa - questionnaire regarding “10 good 
books" It was the frustration of that 
quest which led Eissler to conceive of 
establishing an archive *fQr Ewig". 

He was predeceased in 1989 by his 
wife. Dr Ruth Eissler; an editor of the 
book series “The Psychoanalytic Study 
of the Child" 

Jennifer Stone 

Kurt Robert Eissler, psychoanalyst: 
bom Vienna 2 July 1908; married 1936 
RuthSelke (died 19891; died New York 
17 February 1999. 


historical Notes 

THOMAS L.- THOMPSON 

The Bible has no 
need of archaeology 


A CENTURY of biblical arch- 
aeology has been a great 
embarrassment to modern 
research. Because no other 
ancient world of Palestine 
. had been known, it seemed 
better to present the Bible's 
world as history than to 
have no history at all This 
has guaranteed that the 
Bible be misread. Biblical 
archaeology has exploited 
the Bible's story to provide 
■Palestinian archaeology with 
historical gloss and rele- 
vance; it has resolutely failed 
to provide the Bible with an 
historical context that it 
might reasonably be under- 
stood as an intellectual and 
literary expression of the 
world in which it was written. 

Archaeology has done 
much in recent years to re- 
assert its academic integrity 
within the universities. It has 
taken its departure from the 
theologians, just as Assyriol- 
ogy and Egyptology did long 
ago. Yet, few have asked why 
theology has been willing to 
pay so high a price that it 
might Harm a biblical story- 
world as historical Why is an 
understanding of the Bible as 
fiction seen to undermine its 
truth and integrity? How does 
htetoridring this literature 
give it greater legitimacy? 
Has the authority of history 
replaced that erf the divine in 
the theological imagination? 

Traditions such as the 
Bible’s, which provided an- 
cient society with a memory 
and a past to be shared, are 
very different from the criti- 
I cal histories that play a cen- 


tral role in modem intellec- 
tual life. The difference re- 
flects a perception of reality. 
The biblical view might 
be epitomised with the 
(ahistoricaD axiom: “There is 
nothing new under the sun" 
(Ecclesiastes i, 9; compare 

John i,l-5). 

With this judgement, Sol- 
omon gives voice to the bib- 
lical perception that all of 
history is at the creation. 
Human history is but a tran- 
sient reiteration of creation: 
nothingness and vanity in 
toe fere otdivme reality This 
is the Bible’s view: not that 
which pale, demythologised 
variant biblical archaeology 
has given us. The Bible’s 
theology does not allow us 
to read this book as if it 
were history. 

On the other hand, when 
we sketch a history of Pales- 
tine's Bronze and Iron Ages 
independent of the theologi- 
cal biases of biblical archae- 
ology field archaeologists 
and historians are able to 


this region’s ancient society, 
its development and its his- 
tory. It is a story of formers 
and shepherds, of villages 
and markets. It is about local 
patrons and their clients and 
all the early ways of life that 
marie this comer of the Med- 
iterranean. Drawn almost 
entirely from anthropology, 
archaeology and historical 
geography this pacture differs 
from what biblical archaeol- 
ogy and theology offer us. 

The problem has not been 
that the Bihle is exaggerated 


or unrealistic, and it is cer- 
tainly not that the Bible is 
false. The Bible is surpris- 
ingly realistic and truthful - 
cxi its own teams. The Persian 
and Hellenistic intellectual 
-world in which the Bible has 
its roots knew little about 
ancient Near Eastern gods. 
It knew even less about God 
-and this is part of toe prob- 
lem that modem theology 
has with toe Bible. 

The movers and shakers of 
the ancient literary world 
were sceptical about religion 
and about traditional views 
about gods. Many rejected 
the gods outright and made 
flip of them. Unwilling to at- 
tribute human passion and 
personal will to toe tran- 
scendent, the Bible's writers 
were suspicious of the tradi- 
tional stories that made 
gods too personal As He is 
epitomised in Job and II 
Kings, the Bible's God is 
silent and absent Fbrmal re- 
ligious practices and the 
comforts of piety are seen as 
nonsense or worse. Tradi- 
tional beliefs are wriRlpading 
at best Ultimate reality and 
the truty divine are tran- 
scendent, beyond under- 
standing. God is unknown. 

Without equivocation, the 
true meaning of the divine es- 
capes the writes of the Bible 
as it escapes us, but that is 
how human beings know. 

Thomas L. Thompson is 
the author of "The Bible m 
History: how writers create 
a past' (Jonathan Cape, 
£25) 


Licensee was entitled 
to evict trespassers 
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Births, 

Marriages 

& DEATHS 

Deaths 


LAWRENCE: Martin SXA 
Lawrence MA BM BCh (Oxford 
19711 FRCP FRCGP Born 12 
December 1943. died peacefule- 
st home on 27 February 1999. 

GP in Chipping Norton, Univer- 
sity Lecturer in General Prac- 
tice and Fellow of Green 
College, Oxford. Deeply loved' 
and beloved of Annette. Anna Jo, 
Michael. Christian and Jude. He 
will be sadly missed fay his rela- 
tives. friends, colleagues, 
patients and students, in this 
countrv and abroad. Funeral ser- 
vice at St Kendm's, Church 
Enstone. Thursday 4 March at 
2pm. followed by private crema- 
tion. Donations please in bis 
memory for ICRF at Churchill 
Hospital Oxford, Marie Curie 
Nurses, Katharine House Hos- 
pice Trust or the War Memorial 
Hospital Chipping Norton c/o 
Sole & Son, Bidston Close, Over 
Norton 0X7 5PR 

MAURICE: Phyllis, HMI Educa- 
tion 1950-70, died 20 February 
1999. Her Chief Inspector of the 
time said of her work. “I do not 
know of any infant school in the 
* country which did not look for- 
’ ward to her visit and feel better 
for her presence in their 
school The thanksgiving ser- 
vice will take place at Barrow 
Parish Church. Barrow, Bury St 
Edmunds. Suffolk, at 2pm on 9 
March tallowed by the committal 
at the Crematorium. Risby. 

MONEY-KYRL& Autfley Francis, 
on 26 February in Wiltshire, 
aged 73. Survived by his broth- 


Andrew's Church, Haddington, 
near Colne. Wiltshire, at 2pm. 
Enquiries VToottoo & Son rimer 
al Directors. 01249 812258. 


Announcements for 
BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS are charged at 
£6*50 a line (VAT extra). 


Birthdays 

Miss Pat Arrows mi th, 
peace campaigner 69; Miss 
Margaret Barbieri, balleri- 
na, 52; Mr Harry Blech, 
founder of toe London 
Mozart Players, 89; Lady 
Moyra Browne, former 
superintendent, St John 
Ambulance Brigade, 81; Sir 
Leonard Crossland, former 
chairman, Ford Motor Co, 85; 
Lord Elton, former govern- 
ment minister; 69; Mr Jon 
Finch, actor. 59; Mr John 
Gardner, composer, 82; Mr 
Mikhail Gorbachev, former 
president of the Soviet 
Union, 68; Sir Donald 
Gosling, joint chairman. 
National Car Parks Ltd, 70; 
Mr Ronald Groves, former 
chairman, Meyer Interna- 
tional, 79; Lord Howie of 
Troon, engineer; publisher 
and journalist, 75; Cardinal 
Basil Hume, Archbishop of 
Westminster; 76; Dame 
Naomi James, yachts- 
woman, 50; Mr Nicholas 
Jarrold, ambassador to 
Latvia, 53; Miss Jennifer 
Jones, actress, 80; Mr 
Robert Lloyd, operatic bass, 
59; Sir John Manduell, for- 
mer Principal Royal North- 
ern College of Music, 71; Mr 
Hngh Monro, Headmaster. 
Clifton College, 49; Mr Lem- 
bit Opik MP, 34; Lt-Gen Sir 


Royal 

Engagements 


The Duke of Edinburgh 
visits the British Equestrian 
Trade Association Interna- 
tional Fhir, at the National 
Exhibition Centre, Birming- 
ham; and, as First Honorary 
Liveryman, attends the 
Worshipful Company of 


Robert Richardson, 70; Mr 
John Tusa, managing direc- 
tor; Barbican Centre, 63; Mr 
John Peter Rhys Williams, 
rugby player and surgeon, 50; 
Mr Ian Woosnam, golfer; 41. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births; Sir Thomas Bodley, 
founder of the Bodleian, 

1545; Redrich Smetana, com- 
poser; 1824; Kurt Julian Weill 
composer; 1900; Geoffrey 
Edward Harvey Grigson, 
poet and critic, 1905. Deaths; 
John Wesley founder of 
Methodism, 1791; Horace 
Walpole, fourth Earl of 
Orford, novelist and histori- 
an, 1797; Ismail Pasha, Khe- 
dive of Egypt, 1895; Queen 
Elizabeth of Romania (Car- 
men Silva, novelist), 1916; 
David Herbert Lawrence, 
novelist, 1930; Howard 
Carter, painter and Egyptolo- 
gist 1939; Lloyd Logan 
Pearsall Smith, essayist 
1946. On this day: Morocco 
once more became indepen- 
dent 1956; the French proto- 
type Concorde made its first 
test flight Rhodesia 
was proclaimed a republic, 
1970. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Chad or Caedda, 

St Joavan of Brittany and 
The Martyrs under the 
Lombards. 


Engineers Election Court 
Meeting and Dinner at toe 
City of London Club, London 
EC2. The Princess Royal 
President the Rural Housing 
Trust attends a conference 
at toe Heritage Motor Muse- 
um, Gaydon, Warwickshire; 
officially opens Arburg Limit- 
ed's new United Kingdom 
Headquarters at Tachbrook 
Park Drive, Warwick; and, as 


LECTURES 

National Gallery; Rebecca 
I<yons, “Ingres and — CD: 
Ingres and Raphael", lpm. 
National Portrait Gallery: . 
Jeffrey Page, “Local Connec- 
tions: George Scarf, artist at 
work, London 1815-50”, 
1.10pm. 

Royal Holloway, Egham, 
Surrey: Professor Olwen 
Hufton, “Whatever Hap- 
pened to the History of the 
Nun?", 5.30pm- 
RIBA Architecture Gallery, 
London Wl: Katherine Shon- 
field, “Walls Have Fbelings", 
6.30pm. 


RECEPTIONS 

National Portrait Gallery 
The Earl of Carlisle hosted a 
reception at the House of 
Lords, London SW1, in hon- 
our of the Chairman and 
Trustees of the National Por- 
trait Gallery. Lord Carlisle 
and Lord Morris of Castle 
Morris, Vice-Chairman of toe 
gallery, were the speakers. 
Among those present were: 

lord and Lwty Aoaan; Lord Baker of 


Bracg: Lani and LaAy QmVm of Azms- 
fiekifTtae Esri sadCountefifl ofGowrie; 
Lent and LodyHLnflip: lord lagtenood; 
Lord Jenkins o! HHJhead; Lord and 
Lady Mrintosh of Haringey; Professor 
Earl Rrasrtfc Lord Sxnoa of Hghbuiy; 
Lord St John of Fnwsley; Lord Tugen& 
hat; Lord TCfeatherfll Mr Peter Ainsworth 


President, the British Horse 
Society; opens toe BHS Res- 
cue Centre, Stonecroft 
Equestrian Centre Ltd, 
Oxhill Warwickshire. 
Princess Alexandra attends 
a Gala Dinner, to mark toe 
30th Anniversary of her 
Patronage of the London 
Academy of Music and Dra- 
matic Alt, at St James's 
Palace. 


MP; Mr Tto Banks MP. Mr Prtcr 
Brooke; Mr Mark Fisher MP; Hr Alan 
ffomrth MP; Sir John and Lady Guta- 
neSa; Mr Mar Hastinpr. Mr and Mrs 
Christopher Omtaatje; Sir HoMfon 
Phillips; Sir Dnvkl Schotey; Ms Daptae 
Tbdd; Ms Clairs Tbmalin. 


Dinners 

St David's Day London 
Welsh Celebration 
Mr William Hague MP was 
guest of honour at the 96th 
St David's Day London 
Welsh Celebration Banquet 
held last night at the Savoy 
Hotel London WC2. Brigadier 
Rolph James presided. The 
Right Rev J. tyor Rees, Lad 
Chalfont and Sir Tasker 
Watkins also spoke. 


Glaziers' 

Company 

Mr George CrackneU, Master 
of toe Worshipful Company of 
Glaziers, received the guests 
at a reception and supper fol- 
lowing five 13th Annual Glaz- 
iers Lecture given yesterday 
at Glaziers' Hall, London 
SEl. Dr Sebastian Strobl 
Director of Stained Glass 
Conservation at Canterbury 
Cathedral, gave the lecture, 
an “Telling the Truth? Hon- 
esty and Deception in 
Stained Glass Conservation”. 


CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen's Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, liam; 1st 
Battalion The Duke of 
Wbllingtorfs Regiment 
mounts the Queen's Guard, 
at Buckingham Palace, 
11.20am, band provided by 
the Coldstream Guards. 


A LICENSEE who was not in 
de facto possession or occu- 
pation of the land was enti- 
tled to maintain proceedings 
to evict trespassers on the 
land by way of an order for 
possession under BSC 
Order 113.' 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the appeal of tres- 
passers on land owned by the ' 
National Urust against an order 
I giving possession of the land to 
Manchester Airport; which had 
been granted a licence by the 
National Unst to enter and 
occupy toe land in order to 
carry out certain works. 

The National Ttust was the 
owner of property known as 
Arthur's Ufood, which was near 
the site of the proposed second 
runway for Manchester Air- 
port. In order to compty with 
operating conditions for the 
second runway, the respon- 
dent airport company needed to 
cany out certain works, which 
involved lopping and felling 
trees, within the wood. 

The appellants, who were op- 
posed to the carrying out of toe 
works on environmental and 
ecological grounds, entered toe 
wood and set up encampments 
without licence or permission 
from toe National Trust 

Very shortly after the ap- 
pellants had taken up occupa- 
tion of the wood, the National 
Trust granted a licence to the 
respondent to enter and occu- 
py the land for the propose erf . 
carrying out toe works. 

The respondeat commenced 
proceedings by issuing a sum- 
mons under RSC Order 113 
against the appellants. The dis- 
trict judge granted an order for 
possession, and the appellants 
appealed to the judge on the 
ground that since the respon- 
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Dutton and others v 
Manchester Airport; 
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(Lord Justice Kennedy, 
Lord Justice Chadwick 
and Lord Justice Laws) 
23 February 1999 


dent, as a licensee, tod not 
have exclusive possession of 
the land, it had no focus stan- 
di to apply for an order under 
Order 113. 

The judge dismissed the ap- 
peal and the appellants ap- 
pealed The rentral issue cm the 
appeal was whether the re- 
spondent, as licensee, was en- 
titled to rely on Order 113 
notwithstanding that it was not 
in de facto occupation or pos- 
session of toe land. 
GrristopherMaile in person, and 
onb&i^(tftheatherappeikmt&; 
Timothy K mg QC and Mark J 
Forte (Legal Department, Man- 
chester Airport pic) Jbr the 
respondent 

Lord Justice Laws said that 
it was dear that, if the respon- 
dents had been in. actual occu- 
pation under the licence and 
toe trespassers had then 
entered on the site, the res- 
pondents could have obtained 
an order for possession 
against ttwwn 

The principal objection to the 
respondents' obtaining such 
an order before they entered 
into occupation was toat such 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
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RAJ SHARMA of Leicester's 
Sharma store laments: 
“Sometimes it’s a lonely 
business. But with The Gro- 
cer yon feel you’ve got 
someone on your side.” In 
Jane Kelly’s “Focus on 
Pizza”, Green Isle Poods’ 
managing director Michael 
Dwyer lauds “the next gen- 
eration main meal pizza” 
which, says Ms Kelly is 


Words 

Christopher 

Hawtree 

presliced, adj. 

Ifeast of Flavours “presticed 
with sharing in mind”. 

Johnson defines pro- as 
“a particle which, prefixed 
to words derived from toe 


relief would amount to an eject- 
ment and ejectment was a 
remedy avaMrteontytoa party 
with title to or estate in the land, 
which toe respondent, as mere 
licensee, plainly lacked. 

It was dear that that was the 
old law, but the old learning 
demonstrated only that the 
remedy of ejectment was sim- 
ply not concerned with the 
potential rights of a licensee, 
being by definition concerned 
with toe case where toe plain- 
tiff asserted a better titie to the 
land than the defendant 

There was a logical mistake 
in the notion that because the 
remedy of ejectment was only 
available to estate owners, pos- 
session could not be available 
to licensees who did not enjoy 
de facto occupation. If the ac- 
tion for ejectment was by defi- 
nition concerned only with the 
rights of estate owners, it was 
necessarily silent upon the 
question of what relief might be 
available to a licensee. The lim- 
ited and specific nature of eject- 
ment meant only that it was not 
availabte to a licensee; it did not 
imply the further proposition 
that no remedy by way of pos- 
session could now be granted to 
a licensee not in occupation. 

Nowadays there was no dis- 
tinct remedy of ejectment The 
court today had ample power to 
grant a remedy to a licensee 
which would protect but not ex- 
ceed his legal rights granted by 
the licence. The true principle 
was that a licensee no tin occu- 
pation might claim possession 
againstatrespasser if that was 
a necessary remedy to vindicate 
and give effect to such rights of 
occupation as he enjoyed by 
contract with his licensor 

Kate O'Hanlon, 
Barrister 


Latin, marks priority of 
time or rank”. Whatever 
toe inabfiiiy to slice pizza, 
why, in this era of business 
’‘efficiency”, is so much 
breath waked in adding a 
syllable inherent in such 
words as booked? Swift 
noted, “You need not wipe 
yonr knife to out bread; be- 
cause in catting a slice or 
two It wffl wipe itselfi” 




o® 



8/ 8/FEATURES 


the TUESDAY REVIEW 

jlm independent 2 March 1999 


¥ 


We used to aspire to enjoying high art, however difficult. Were we fooling ourselves, or have audiences got lazy?jjyjg ^ n Wateh 


How 


low can 


we go? 


K ids today they’ve got 
□o respect If you 
could reduce the 
whole baggy argu- 
ments about whe- 
ther or not Western 
culture is "dumbing down" to a 
single proposition, it would be this 
ancient whinge. Whether it’s the 
young at fault, or the teachers who 
have allowed them to get this way 
somewhere along the line people 
stopped respecting the high arts. 

There used to be a cultural divide 
between the classes, or so we grew 
up believing. There were nobs and 
groundlings, and their levels of ap- 
preciation of the arts were quite dif- 
ferent The nobs in Shakespeare's 
day with perfumed kerchiefs applied 
to their fastidious noses, under- 
stood the classical dramatic trad- 
itions from which Hamlet, or The 
Merchant of Venice, or A Winter's 
Tale, derived, and nodded approv- 
ingly at the poetry, while the 
groundlings went along for the love 
scenes, the jokes, the fights, the 
pathos and the costumes. The arts 
divide continued right up to this cent- 
ury: on television, ITV gave the 
masses what they wanted. BBCl 
Tied to instruct and entertain, BBC2 
was for the specialist intellectual 
Classical music was to be appre- 
ciated only by a finite number of posh 
adherents, who knew the Kocfael 
numbers of all Mozart's symphonies, 
■ind wore tuxedos to concerts at the 
Wigmore Hall. The middle classes 
.night enjoy Tchaikovsky's 1812 
Overture, or Beethoven's Pastoral 
Symphony - these might be canon- 
ical works, but we liked them only for 
:he tunes. Fbr beyond lay Bruckner 
and Shoenberg. and you needed a de- 
cree in composition and a special 
sonic apparatus to appreciate them. 
Some things, we were taught, would 
.tiways be available only to the 
bravest travellers in Culture Canyon. 

Same with art Ordinary people 
might consume safe bits of the old 
masters. The Haywain , the im- 


pressionistic poppy fields and fat 
bathers in feathery pastels. The 
working classes seemed content 
with TtetdrikofFs Dying Swan or the 
paintings of galloping elephants you 
could buy in Woolworths. But there 
was a higher level where people paid 

fortunes for horrible daubs by Pol- 
lock, or boring religious scenes by 
Tintoretto, and you couldn’t fathom 
why they were supposed to be good, 
likewise you could read bits of Ezra 
Pound’s Cantos. Blake's Milton, 
Spencer's Fberie Queen, Dante's 
Diuine Comedy, Nabokov's Ada 
and Joyce's Finnegans Wake, but 
make neither head nor tail of them. 

The odd thing was, we didn't 
mind. We accepted that some things 
were beyond us and might always be, 
unless we tried a little harder We de- 
ferred to the notion that the Inner 
Sanctums of art and literature were 
beyond the reach of ordinary "enter- 
tainment”, and that it took concen- 
tration, intelligence, a willingness to 
learn and a little humility to appre- 
ciate the best But we aspired to it 
We hoped we’d get there one day. 

It was all about self-education. In 
classical music, you start with The 
Bhte Danube, go on to Tchaikovsky’s 
violin concerto, then to Beethoven's 
Ninth, then all the others, then to 
Schubert, Mendelssohn, Brahms, 
Chopin, Satie. . . You still had a long 
way to go before you’d get into Tris- 
tan und Isolde, but you might just 
manage it eventually. 

We learnt to dread the word 
“philistine", partly because we were 
afraid the word might apply to us. 
When I worked as a hospital porter 
at 18, 1 was a pre-university Niles 
Crane, whinnying with distaste at the 
prosaic responses of my fellow 
porters. One morning Urn, the Mill- 
wall fan with the funny eye, said he'd 
been to see Death in Venice a P2e 
ofcrap," he commented. “What was 
it about? Nyffmg. This bloke, right? 
'E goes to Venice, right? 'E wanders 
about And he dies. That’s it Oh yeah 
- and 'e's a poof." Dear God, I 




“Dumbing down suggests that 
society has moved into a 1 
genuine mass democracy. ^ 

Up until the advent of the 
Thatcher era, we lived in a . ^ 
very much guided democraqyj ^ 
governed by a highly sophisti- ^ 
cated political, moral and - * 
social elite... Thatcher herald- /’ 
ed the destruction of this, and M 
plains government has signi- .f 7 
fied how culture has finally 1 
f light op with elitism. The 

yobs have caught up with the - ^ 

snobs... This is not particular- w 
ly a result of human wicked- 
ness, it simply happened ami • 
we have to live with it." . - 
Dr Davkl Starkey, historian, 
writer, broadcaster 


“Death in Venice’: separates the precious young men from the Millwall boys 


Ronald Grant Archive 


thought Goliath wasn't the biggest 
of them. But I was uncomfortably 
aware that though I taaew more than 
Urn what the film was about I’d 
found Mann's book almost unread- 
abiy stodgy 1 liked the movie -so did 
that make me just a sucker for 
pretty pictures on sunny beaches? 

What has changed in the last few 
years is our sense of the aristas and 
our relation to it, our worries about 
it That’s where the culture has 
dumbed down -in being context with 
so littie, with the available, the half- 
understood, the “relevant". Instead 
of a collective sense of appreciation, 
sanctioned by time, tradition and the 
respect of previous generations, 
we’ve seen the rise of cavilling sub- 
jectivism, in which the opinions erf the 
individual are given the same weight 
as those of the majority. 

In the universities of Great 
Britain, enshrined in the equal op- 
portunities and harassment poli- 
cies of mazy students unions, is the 
diktat that staff and students should 
be “protected" from any thing that 
might have a "negative emotional im- 
pact” upon them. Writing in The 
Spectator a fortnight ago, Jennie 
Bristow reported how this “offens- 
iveness" could apply to the syllabus, 

and ins tanowl an Rn gfish T ,itt»rethirp 

seminar on Conrad’s Lord Jim. One 
student, an American, said she was 
personally offended by Conrad’s 
views of women; and that she could 
therefore not study him. Such fatu- 


ous interventions now appear all 
over the place. A friend who teaches 
at Geneva University was told by 
several students that they were “un- 
comfortable" studying Shakespeare 
because of the high prevalence of 
royalty among his dramatis per- 
sonae; they couldn’t see how all 
these wayward and warlike kings, 
these vacillating princes and ener- 
vated dukes were “relevant” to their 
lives. Another friend who teaches a 



DUMB BRITANNIA 
1. High art 


Media Studies course was explain- 
ing the manipulative use of the cam- 
era lens in “sexist” moviemaking, 
when she was interrupted fay a cry 
of “Do you think you should be 
telling us this?". (“What next?" she 
said. “Will they say. ‘How dare you 
tell us there’s no Santa Claus?’.") 

Subjectivism may sound like a 
bold stand for individualism, but in 
its negative aspects it’s merely the 
mask of thephflistme. “If I don't like 


it", the argument runs, “ot I dorft get 
it, it's worthless. I don’t want a re- 
lationship wife something I don’t un- 
derstand, because it upsets me." 
Warren Zevun wrote a song called 
■Ain't That Pretty At AIT, surely the 
onty extant pop song about philis- 
tinism, in which fee sceptical nar- 
rator goes to the Louvre, inspects the 

Mona lisa, discovers it’s not all 
that wonderful and Then I hurl my- 
self against the wall/Because Fd 
rather feel bad than not feel anything 
at afi...” In place of feeling bad or 
feeling nothing, there’s now the cul- 
ture of drcumambience, in which 
people consume art secondhand. 
They need not look at the pictures, 
listen to the music, read the book, at- 
tend the play or see the film, because 
they get all they need from fee 
media chatter about the 
authorypainter/director's life, repu- 
tation, habits, dental operation, sex 
life, and likelihood to win a prize. 

The simplistic explanation has 
taken over from more considered re- 
sponses. Hence the rise in popular- 
ity of installation art Once you've 
grasped fee “concept" of Damien 
Hirst’s medicine cabinet or Tracy 
Emin's tent you've got fee whole 
thing. Even Princess Diana could un- 
derstand fee exhibits at fee Ser- 
pentine Gallery and amaze her 
friends bypassing on the “explana- 
tion". Even the culture of recom- 
mendation has changed: instead of 
being influenced to buy a new book 


by fee enth usiasm of a trusted re- 
viewer; readers are more Ekety to be 
influenced by prizes. If it won the 
Booker; the Whitbread, the W H 
Smith, the Fbrward, let’s see what 
all the fuss is about 

“Dumbed down” doesn’t mean 
that our children are becoming more 
stupid. It means that we’ve lost re- 
spect for fee best We have ceased 
to defer to the idea of a higher Par- 
nassus of thought artistry and feel- 
ing; we’ve chosen to be content with 
much less. 

Without a higher good to defe£ to, 
everything becomes relative. With- 
out a hierarchy of brilliance, things 
cease to be important thing s like 
knowledge for its own sake (“God, 
what a baff,” the kids at my daugh- 
ter’s school will say at any display 
of general knowledge), sublimity 
verbal intelligence, intellectual cu- 
riosity and the ability to Mow the 
thooght-flow in the novels of 
Lawrence or Wholf or Henry James. 
They may not be much to Lose, 
when compared to the infbtech won- 
ders of “hypertext”, but fee worid will 
be a rather two-dimensional place 
without them. 



“Dumbing down is fee 
surrender of cultural life to its 
lowest common denominator. 
It suggests a lowering of our 
sights so that we have come 
to lack any sense of vision. 
Mass culture nowadays be- 
littles what is truty challenging 
by subscribing to what is 
neither here nor there." 

Mark Ryan, conference 
director. Culture Wars 
(Riverside Studios. London 
W8. 5-7 March) 


Tomorrow in Dumb Britannia, 
Judith Judd considers education; 
Thursday, Thomas Sutcliffe on 
television; Friday, Barney Hoskyns 
on pop culture; Saturday, David 
Lister draws conclusions 



“Dumbing down Is about 
sound-bites, photo-bites and 
quick-fixes." 

Lisa Appignanesi, author 
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Glad to be gay, just for a day, but don’t tell Dad 


ROBBIE IAN RACHAEL 

studying studying studying 

Economics Geography An History 


Queer as students? The irresistible lure of television draws the boys into startling new territoiy. By Cayte W illiams 





LEONA DANI DAVID 

was studying studying studying 

Mniln Biology Management 


ALISTAIR TASK ROSIE 

studying studying studying 
Management Management French 


ROBBIE, ALISTAIR and David 
are enjoying a bit of TV 
stardom. Four months ago they 
were singled out by a Channel 
Hour film crew and were asked 
to be extras in Queer As Polk, 
the new drama about gay life in 
Manchester. 

Last week they watched fee 
programme, including sex 
scenes which left little to the 
imagination. "It was very 
explicit," says Dave, rather 
sheepishly. "I was a bit shocked 
when I saw it I thought there 
would be a few kissing scenes 
but it was nothing like that I’m 
also a bit concerned about my 
dad. I know he watched it and 
he hasn't phoned me since. 1 


told everyone we were in it 
Still it was good money. We 
were paid £150 for two nights of 
walking up and down the street 
- The only hitch was that they 
tried to make Robbie wear this 
very tight top and he refused, 
so we wore our own dothes." 

Robbie avoided any family 
embarrassment “I meant to 
ask them to tape it for me. but I 
forgot to tell them and I don't 
think I'm going to now. I think 
they might be a bit shocked. It's 
good that the programme is 
dealing with the gay lifestyle, 
but it’s hying to make it a bit 
too shocking. There were gay 
sex scenes throughout it and I 
thought, oh my gosh, that was a 


bit unnecessary. 

“But Tm glad I did it, really” 
he adds. “My friends have been 
quite cool about it They think 
it's really funny, and I think 
they're quite impressed 
They've asked me if I would 
have done it if I'd known how 
explicit it was going to be, and I 
said yes - you might never get 
the chance to do it again." 

Meanwhile, after months of 
conflict with fee landlord (she 
said work needed doing, he said 
it didn't;, Rachael moved out of 
the house last week with Danl 
Their arguments wife fee 
house’s owner culminated in 
visits from an environmental 
health officer and the removal 


This Student 
Life 



Spring term, 

WEEK 8 AT THE 

Manchester 
Student house 


of their kitchen. 

Now the landlord has 
boarded up the top-floor flat 
where fee two girls lived and 
doesn’t plan to rent it out again. 
"But he’s agreed to keep the 
rent the same for us,” says Ian 
wife a shrug. Rachael and Dani 
never really took to fee 
dynamics of a shared house, 
and have moved into a 
comfortable two-bedroom flat 
in a smarter part of town. When 

they had a kitchen, they spent 
most of their tune on the top 
floor away from the communal 
student squalor And when they 
didn’t, they spent most of their 
time away from the house. 

The other girls in fee house, 


Leona, Tfesha and Rosie, are 
going to miss them. “It’s been 
war lately," says Rosie. “That 
kitchen has been a mess since 
before Christmas, and it was 
the bays who made all the . 
mess, but they've been trying 
to get us to do it” 

“The boys’ bathroom 
downstairs is disgustingly 
dirty” says Leona. “There are 
slugs in there." The girls are 
planning on visiting Rachael 
and Dani frequently - at least 
for a decent wash. But the boys 
may be looking for new 
housemates before long. 

“We want to get out of this 
dirty run-down house 
whenever we can.” 
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GRAYSHOTT hall 
VALENTINE WINNERS! 


Chat Lines 


The following two Independent On Sunday readers 
have been confirmed as the winners in our recent 
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Valentine message promotion on February 14th. 
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RUNNER-UP 
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Our two readers will be enjoying a luxuiy break with 
their partners at the fabulous GRAYSHOTT HALL 
Health Fitness Retreat in Surrey. 
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Congratulations to our winners and better luck next 
year to everyone else for our Valentine promotion in 
February 2000 !! 


Birthday Greetings 


KESTREL BAULDftV IS IS 
mday.Happy Mftndoy to a 
praodus son. Keep taking the 
tablets' Much tova from Mum S 
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THE FIRST thing they got 
right was keeping fee old 
theme music BO I MG bing 
bong ding! dee-dah-didcQy- 
tee-de-dee... The maddest 
signature tune even 

It was odd that they even 
thought of reviving It It was 
looking lusty under Bamber 
Gascoigne; and when it was 
parodied in an episode of 
The Young Ones (with 
Stephen Fry - who had 
appeared on the real show - 
as Lord Snot, of Fbotlights 
College, Oxford) you would 
have thought that it would 
be put out of its misery. 

But, 10 years later, it was 
back, with the inspired 
choice of Jeremy Faxman 
as host. That, pace Bamhen 
was all they needed to bring 
it up to date. 

The first Paxman shows 
were greeted with 
despairing editorials and 
think-pieces about how the 
programme had dumbed 


down, how our young elite 
was becoming cretinised. 
Weft up to a point, and it is 
distressing how ignorant 
students are of literature (I 
am haunted by a picture 
round in which students 
from Durham and Balliol 
College, Oxford, failed to 
identity portraits of James 
Joyce, Iris Murdoch and TS 
Eliot). But there are plenty 
of questions to which I do 
not know the answers now, 
and certainty didn't when I 
was at university 

And if you think that 
some of the students are a 
littie cocky, think back to 
the special edition in which 
teams of tabloid and 
broadsheet journalists were 
pitted against each other 
The latter lost and exposed 
themselves as vain fools. 

It is fee studenty aspect 
of the show that keeps us 
watching. Even though we 
know this is to miss the 



Fry’s delight Granada TV 


point a bit, we do feel that 

we are taking a core sample 
of fee state of higher 
education - altho ug h 
anyone who went to an 
institute of higher learning 
knows that a truty 
representative team would 
have to have at least three 


panellists who were dolts. 

Its success, though, rests 
mainly on fee arbitrary 
nature of our loyalties. Who 
do you root for? Weft any 
non-Oxbridge college, that’s 
obvious. Except, of course, 
forihe one you went to. Not 
that you say much about 
that If there are no 
Oxbridge colleges playing, 
then you root for the tea™ 
with the most sexualty 
ailunng member. 

And we haven’t even 
talked about fee thrill of the 
nippy zoom-ins (rmagm* 
how fast they must have 
seemed in the Sixties), the 
humiliating scores, the way 
you blank the difficult 
questions (“What’s fee 
capital of Lombarcty? 
Quick!") but shout out 
“Northanper Abbey, you 
FOOL!” when you blow fee 
answer. It’s a show that 
makes fools of us all without 
treating us like idiots. 
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Is it the world? Or is it me? 


When an artist hamm e red nails into himself it used to be about politics. Now it’s therapy. 


By Simon Grant 


I n a recent performance 
the Italian artist FrankoB 
stood naked on stage, 
blood pouring from 
wounds inflicted on both 
arms, the hot, coagulating 

mass gathering by his feet 
He remained with arms out- 
stretched, in a beatific pose - his 
wounds evidently reminiscent of 
stigmata - for half an houc before 
staggering off stage, near collapse 
from loss of blood. “I don’t want to 
be a cheap Jesus,” says Franko B, 
but it is hard not to feel some sort 
of empathetic pain for a man who 
is regularly prepared to go through 
this kind of ordeaL 
Franko B and his contonporaries 
have been performing s imilar acts 

for mary years, but it is wily recently 
, ^that they have become part of main- 
stream culture. Much of the shock 
value has disappeared, and 
consequently the meaning of the 
word “masochism”,^ which is usually 
applied to much body art and is 
defined as “a form of perversion in 
which the sufferer derives pleasure 
from his own pain or humiliation’', 
seems inadequate, especially 
considering how fashionable body- 
pierring has now become. 

Where once artists would insist 
on the importance of a work’s 
political meaning, recent efforts 
have become more personal. 
Performance art that looks gory, 
such as that of Franko B, may say 
something about the performer’s 
personal state in the world, but the 
messages that it sends out to 
audiences have become more 
. .complex. “I don’t want people to feel 
Jsorry for me,” says Franko B. “It’s 
• not my intention to freak people out 
I just want to create beautiful 
images and survive them, tike life 
- make the bearable unbearable ” 
It is natural for us to respond to the 
performances' strength in the light 
of the artists’ physical Suffering. 
Ron Athey a former Pentecostal 
. preacher has Aids, and his perform- 
ances function as a form of cathar- 
tic release. Not surprisingly he 
uses plenty of religious imagery. Fbr 
a recent work, he pierced his head 
with a series ofl4-in lumbar needles 
to create a crown of thorns. He has' 
also been crucified, with meat hooks 
through his arms. Athey describes 
himself as “a fatalist with a lust for, 
life”, but he does not see his 
performance as masochism for its 
own sake. 

"Some of the sado-masochistic 
techniques in my work are used as 
metaphor, and create a ritual by 
doing them. When I put an arrow 
through myself it is a metaphor for 
Saint Sebastian, and represents 
HIV-positive people.” 
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Franko B: *1 don’t want people to feel sorry for me. It’s my intention to freak them ont* 




"I was brought up to be ashamed 
of my body” says Franko B. "I use 
blood, urine and shit as a metaphor 
because that is what I am.” In an era 
when technology may give the 
impression that the body is intel- 
lectually and physically redundant 
fas demonstrated by Stelarc’s 
electronic body extensions), perfor- 
mance artists see the body not as an 
object to experiment on, but as a 
means of showing how vulnerable we 
have become. There is nothing new 
about this. The intention of 17th-cent- 
ury vanitas paintings, with then- 
skulls and other emblems of mor- 
tality, was to remind viewers of the 
omnipresence of death. 

Things have changed. In the hey- 
day of performance art in the late 


Sixties and Seventies, however 
chaotic or violent, experimentation 
was almost more of an intellectual 
enquiry. Take Marina Abramovic’s 
Rhythm (1974). She placed in front 
of her various instruments of 
pleasure and pain and invited her 
audience to do as they pleased over 
a six-hour period. What began in- 
nocently - gropes and prods - turned 
into an uncontrollable spectacle. 
Her dothes were ripped off, Lhen her 
skin was cut with blades. A protec- 
tive gang surrounded her when a 
loaded gun was put to her head. 

Chris Burden’s acts were simi- 
larly extreme. He had himself 
nailed to a VW Beetle, burnt and 
electrocuted. Most famously, in a 
piece called Shoot (1971), a friend 


shot him at point-blank range. 

Self-mythologiang was important 
to these artists, though it was often 
seen as macho posturing. No one 
did it better than the Viennese 
actionist Rudolf Scfawarzkogler His 
sexually provocative and 
psychologically inflammatory acts 
were based around mutilation. He 
presented pictures of a bandaged 
stump, along with his supposedly 
dismembered penis. Most saw it as 
the perfect masochistic act Which 
it would have been, had it been true 
- but his penis was neatly tucked 
inside his Y-fronts. 

Today the most poignant per- 
formers deal with confessional 
subject matter and use it to their 
advantage. The late Bob Flanagan, 


for example, a long-term cystic 
fibrosis sufferer; re-created a hospital 
room in which he would lie in bed, 
tell jokes and write stories fix* the vis- 
itors. It was his way of dealing with 
his impending death. Here was a 
s ens e of optimism that is lacking in, 
say, (Man's relentless cosmetic 
surgery to remodel her face in the 
image of a variety of female icons. 
Flanagan had a hedonistic spirit that 
added greatly to his work. 

In the same way, Franko B, Ron 
Athey and their contemporaries^re 
confessing their own lives, for their 
own ends. Ebr Leopold von Sacher 
Masoch, from whom masochism 
takes its name, pain was most 
definitely a pleasurable luxury in 
which he could indulge, supported 


by wealth and privilege. But he was 
living in a dream world. Franko B 
is not His actions may look like 
masochism, but they are instead 
just one of many types of therapy 
that are becoming increasingly 
common in our culture. 


"Franko B* is to be published by 
BlackDog on 11 March, with sign- 
ings by the artist For more infor- 
mation, call 0171-485 4996. 

The newly created Live Art 
Development Agency has inform- 
ation on forthcoming events in 
tile UK <0171-247 3339). 

Chris Burden's recent (non-body 
art ) work wiR appear at tiie Tate 
Gallery , London SWl (0171-887 
8000) from 18 March 


Just keep playing the music 


IF rr hadn't been for the wiles of the 
music business, the Full Monty 
strip would have happened to Rod 
Stewart’s "Do you think I'm sexy?” 
Not quite the same oomph, some- 
how. According to an executive 
speaking at Sunday’s Musicalliance 
* conference session. EMI jumped in 
■ with "I believe in Miracles'’ when 
rights negotiations were stalling. 
But they let the film producers 
have the song cheap: not much 
mileage in a fitra about unemployed 
steel workers, apparently. 

Half a million Hot Chocolate 
sales taler; the company man was 
all too happy to tell the story with 


a smile. Moral: keep at it, and be- 
lieve in the value of your music. It 
was taken to heart by the crowd of 
less famous music business people 
who had occupied the Barbican for 
the weekend. Since Musicalliance 
started fore years ago -with the un- 
appealing title of Non Pop, and in 
Basingstoke - it has found its feet 
as a forum for the sectors of music 
that are neither corporate pop nor 
subsidy-devouring classical 
That’s most of music: anything 
from bhangra in Nottingham to 
surf rock in Southampton had its 
voice there, with live foyer show- 
cases to back up the talking shop. 


Music 


MUSICALLIANCE *99 
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People who work with these musi- 
cians feel they are missing a gravy 
train. They don’t have EMI to sell 
their film rights, and they see the 
organised opera and orchestra lob- 
bies clean out the funding system. 

This yeai; with bigger numbers 
attending, the conference atmos- 
phere was exasperated but positive. 
Half the point of getting the bur- 
eaucrats and record industry people 


to address sessions is for them to 
feeltbe mood. What they hear is part 
therapy - promoters letting off 
steam find that everybody else 
shares their problem - and part self- 
help. Some of the most popular ses- 
sions deal with the nuts and bolts 
of what goes wrong with contracts 
and why funding applications faff. 

Most people are there to network 
and keep in touch, and let the world 
take notice of strength in numbers. 
Musicalliance lacked a main theme 
or a grand finale issuing public 
statements. It still needs to extend 
its scope: African and Asian music 
get hived off into minority sessions, 


and the ambience shar es the fad- 
dishness of the pop world. If you be- 
lieved the conference literature, 
hangovers were compulsory. 

But the movement’s hour may be 
at hand. This sector is set to do well 
out of the transfer of funds from the 
Arts Council to the regions. The 
British Council has already updat- 
ed its attitudes: folk rock and dub 

mhres art* hpffpr amhagsaHnr g than 

string quartets. It’s now up to Mus- 
icalliance to shout about the op- 
portunities, because you sure as 
anything wont be hearing about 
them from the orchestral world. 

And to keep on playing. The 


weekend did its bit with a line-up of 
performers around the Barbican. 
Ybruba Jazz People held the Sunday 
lunch crowd, and the Anglo-Welsh 
band FfemhiU seduced the audience 
for a Raymond Gubbay classical 
night (now there’s a promoter who 
could help, if he knew how big the 
Musicalliance market is). 

The dosing session moved over 
to The Spitz for Salon Oriental to 
sample Byron Wallen's trumpet 
and do some serious belty-dancmg. 
Actions may speak louder than 
words, but the two together add up 
to a voice that has to be heard. 

Robert Maycock 
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Funny, 
all too 


funny 


COMEDY 


GOODNESS GRACIOUS ME 

THE SWAN THEATRE 
HIGH WYCOMBE 


COMEDY HAS always made canny 
use of the stage. The successful 
stand-up comedian works the 
dubs, graduates to the telly and, 
if the big time really comes, 
cashes in with a six-week dash 
round the country’s theatres. 

Over the past five or six years, 
though, sitcoms, game shows and 
sketch shows, conceived, written 
and produced specially for 
television, have started treading 
the boards. Bottom, The Fast 
Show and Shooting Stars all hit 
the road before Goodness 
Gracious Me followed suit 

And just as with its BBC2 
forebears, don’t expect anything 
new. Whereas the live show is 
often the crucible for a stand-up's 
latest material the Goodness 
Grocious Me team seem to 
regard a live tour as an exercise 
in what advertisers call “brand 
loyalty”. There are obvious 
problems with this. 

Meera Syal Sanjeev Bhaskar, 
Nina Wadia, Kulvioder Ghir, 
Richard Pinto and Sharat 
Sardana developed the original 
TV and radio shows with 30- 
minute lengths in min d; 
stretching the material into a two- 
and-a-half-hour greatest skits 
revue does it few favours. 

It ought to be said that the 
show's well of humour- the 
British-Asian experience, to put it 
crudely - has enormous potential 
Don’t forget that there is precious 
little mainstream comedy in 
which ethnic audiences can feel 
wholly included. Favourites from 
the TV show, the Bhangra-Muffins 
(“Foss my ehuddies!”) and 
Smeeta Smitten the Showbiz 
Kitten, were greeted ecstatically 
by what looked, pleasingly, to be a 
pretty mixed audience. 

The problem (and it did seem to 
be mine alone) came with the 
unambitious nature of the evening. 
The show revealed its reliance on 
some threadbare cultural 
archetypes, given an Asian twist 
Mothers who pit sons’ 
achievements against each other 
are universal as is the wannabe 
lover-boy whose gauche honesty 
wrecks his date. Goodness 
Gracious Me’s signature sketch, 
Indian urbanites going for an 
English alter a night on the lassis, 
avoids this by focusing its satire 
for more sharply. 

Perhaps the occasional facile 
lapse is a small price to pay for 
the more daring, sophisticated 
comedy the team obviously has in 
it The best of their sketches - 
such as the first-generation 
immigrant who believes anything 
of worth to he Indian - married 
The Fast Show’s brevity to Harry 
Enfield's nose for a character: 

There were hints, though, that 
the team may be less eager to 
please either their British or their 
British-Asian audience in the 
future. The violent subjugation of 
women, for instance, cropped up 
in a number of sketches. 
Comfortable stuff, then, but with 
just the odd, promising threat 

Mike Higgins 


Southend (tonight), Croydon 
(tomor ro w), Hackney Empire 
(Thursday), then touring. 
Details: 0891 455 484 


Jimi: top of the fops 


Through the Quixote 
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| Whiling away the brief daylight 
1 hours m a Finnish mayonnaise 
factory Joe 90-lookatike jimi Tenor 
was suddenly struck by the 

aAiphoaious properties of the 

l^fenveyer belt He decided to build 
-on this unusual inspiration bv 
acquainting himself with a synuie- 
riser and. before he knew' it baa 

secured a record deal 

As hick would hare it Twfr 
found himself at the vanguard 01 
fashion. Urban ea^y-listening dovo- 
tees were enraptured by his kitsch 
melodies and Bany White crooning 
and it was this combat-trousered 

fraternity who were out in force a 
faat Thursday's show. 

But Tenor's intrinsic weirdness 
managed to startle even this seu* 
consciously laid-back crowd. He 
famed for arriving on stage > 

* horseback, but on this 
W Tfenorsettledfora retinue of utoies-, 
in- waiting, employed solely to keep 

SLSESSSySStSESst 

drew that teetered atop synthetics 
Mtiag white hair, he canw aert^ 
Kke a hybrid of Warho! and 

tiberace. This eccentric atur ®- 

bled with hbchoted felsctio^ croon- 


POP 


JIMI TENOR 
IMPROV THEATRE 
LONDON 


ing, made him veer erratically be- 
tween camp and creepy and his in- 
termittent “ooomph”-mg, and 
“aaaah"-ing conjured up some un- 
savoury images of what he might 
get up to at the weekends. 

While the monotonous factory 
vibrations are stfll discernible in 
Ttenor’s grinding rhythms and 
funereal sampling, they are 
tempered by Sixties lounge, Sev- 
enties funk, jazz, synth pop and 
house influences. Welded together, 
they sounded oddly timeless. 

Tfenor opened the show with his 
new single. “Tear of theApoea- 
hnse", a dance track laced with 
pynkadeliegrooves that exhorted us 
to greet the four horsemen with a 
riotous party - the perfect antidote 
to all the gloomy miUennium- 

ot^essed records currenttydioiang 

wardrobe may betray a 
fcndnessforhighc^b^fefece 

gave nothing away- From behind his 



Jimi Tenon veers between camp and creepy 


Angela bubrano 


Elvis-style shades, he remained 
imsmffingly locked into the middle 
distance and managed to say 
“spaced-out, man” without a trace 
of irony. Even his band - two saxo- 
phonists, a trumpeter and a 
clarinettist - were similarly dry, 
sipping champagne in their natty 


suits and avoiding all eye contact 
with the audience. 

While his music may prove to be 
a passing fed. Tenor’s brand of 
eccentricity transcends novelty and 
laughs in the face of fashion. He is 
truly weird. 

FIONA STURGES 


IF YOU’RE thinking of adapting a 
novel for the stage, there’s a useful 
game you can play called “Where's 
the interval?”. As most novels tend 
not to have a dramatic rlirrwwr half- 
way through, this is not quite as fat- 
uous as it sounds. 

Unfortunately, although Cer- 
vantes’s satirical romance Don 
Quixote de la Mancha is famously 
in two parts, I suspect that neither 
the director, Marta Momblant 
Ribas, nor the adapter; David John- 
ston, thought about such things 
when they decided to stage it How- 
ever; their decision of how best to 
divide the action into two halves 
pales beside the other problems of 
bow to dramatise this episodic, 
peripatetic narrative. 

Hie relationship between reader 
and character is profoundly differ- 
ent to that between audience and 
character The novel's strength rests 
on the satisfying literary device of 
repetition, each new scene colour- 
fiiljy reinforcing the basic idea of the 
impossible idealism of the knight as 
counterpointed by the realism of his 
canqy rustic sidekick, Sancho Rauza. 
In the theatre, which tends to rely 
on character determining and driv- 


Theatre 


EL QUIJOTE 

THE GATE THEATRE 
LONDON 


ing dramatic action, this shaping of 
the material proves less interesting. 
Yes, I know the novel triumphed on 
stage as Mon qfLa Mancha, but that 
was a rare instance of a musical in 
which music had a real function: to 
enrich and develop dramatically 
unleavened material. 

Given that El Quixote, then, is not 
a story of unexpected narrative 
twists and turns, the director has to 
find different ways of ensnaring the 
viewer Ribas is helped immeasur- 
ably by Bruno Santini’s earthy de- 
sign, which conjures the dusky 
Spanish heat through a concentra- 
tion of burnished, coppery reds and 
yellows. He also builds scaffolding 
into the tiny space to create differ- 
ent levels, and seats the audience 
round tiie action- much of which is 
cunningty suspended upon a wooden 
platform lifted and lowered by the 
hard-working cast 

The production is dedicated to the 
memory of Jacques Lecoq, whose 


physical theatre traimn&scboolisre- 
sponable for the blossoming of gen- 
erations of talents. Consequently, 
there is undeniable vigour in the 
committed ensemble acting, part- 
iailariyinthe large-scale set-pieces. 

mudb of the acting is effortful and 
the sound of overly hearty, actoriy 
laughter points to a lack of substance 
beneath the surface. Tbo often, the 
cast appear to have been left to their 
own devices. Like too many dir- 
ectors, Ribas is stronger on staging 
images than on delivering text 
through the voices. 

Visually; Patrick Healey’s Don 
looks as if he has stepped out of a 
Velasquez painting (colours by El 
Greco?) but his pedantically mea- 
sured delivery fatally slows the pace 
still further. Mehmet Ergen tries to 
inject life into the proceedings as 
Sancho Panza, but the script’s weak 
comedy does him few favours. 

There's a partially effective device 
of tiie story being read to two girls 
but when someone remarks, "I'm 
sorry, Fm not persuaded by this 
scene”, if s hard not to agree. 

David benedict 


lb 27 March ( 0171-229 0706 ) 
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Bacon: the rough guide 


He always denied their existence. But do the drawings really dispel the myth of his paintings’ spo n taneity? By Tom Lubbock 


B ecause something has 
been kept secret, needn't 
mean it holds a secret 
Francis Bacon always 
said that he never drew; he 
only painted. But since 
his death in 1993 a lot of 
pictures have turned up that undermine 
this claim Their value and status are still 
disputable and the smallish show at the 
Tate Gallery, Francis Bacon: Works on 
Papec is, in some ways, premature. Still, 
the topic is obviously of note to anyone in- 
terested in Bacon, and this glimpse is worth 
catching. What sort of revelation it offers 
is another matter. 

The drawings at the Thte are dated to 
about 1957-6 1. A good moment: Bacon was 
about 50 years old and - a late beginner - 

on the brink of what is now seen as his mat- 
ure style. There are pencil sketches on 
papen and oil-paint sketches on paper and 
Biro sketches on paper. There are also a 
couple of examples of his drawings over 
photographs, where Bacon has taken a 
photo-reproduction from a book ora mag- 
azine and worked over it in paint, some- 
times completely obliterating it, sometimes 
altering it only slightly. 

Now, there's nothing here that could be 
called a finished drawing. Almost all of 
them are figure studies, quite loose 
sketches, generally involved with working 
out some body pose or- if that sounds too 
anatomically correct - some body shape. 
Some of them can be related, and quite 
closely; to paintings; some not And though 
it would be presumptuous to say that 
they're just what you would expect Bacon’s 
drawings to look like, I don't think anyone 
seeing them will get a big surprise, or say 
“wow, so that’s how he drew". 

No. They figure. And as for the altered 
photos - wen, they're interesting, because 
they show Bacon disrupting an existing 
image, and in his paintings he's often 
disrupting his own images - but they’re 
almost not news. We know from photos of 
his studio and his interview with David 
Sylvester that he worked from, and among 
torn-out and trampled -on photos - Eisen- 
stein film stffls, Muybridge motion studies, 
fine-art reproductions, natural history 
shots. The fact that he worked on them, too, 
doesn't seem such a big difference. 

I don't say these drawings lade value or 
enlightenment They’re often graceful in 
the way that Bacon himself was graceful 
They stress the cartoony side of his art, 
which is always worth stressing. But I do 
say- if we'd known them all along, 1 don't 
think we’d now give them a lot of attention. 
And if you’re looking for revelations, you 
have to see them in quite another way. 

You may remember a TV programme on 
Channel 4 last year about a large haul of 
these drawings -over-photos, in the pos- 
session of a friend of the artist They’re not 
in this show. But these, it was said, the Thte 
had at one point taken an interest in -they 
were offered without charge, apparently - 
but then the gallery got cold feet, and the 
affair was made to sound mysterious and 
conspiratorial as if the Thte wanted to hush 
up the very existence of these pictures. 

The problem, I gather, is that another, 
non-Bacon hand had been detected in the 
pictures, and that made them dodgy. But 
now it's thought possible that this other 
hand belonged to Bacon's boyfriend of the 
time, and that the drawings aren't so 
much inauthentic as collaborative. What- 
ever value that might give them, it seems 
likely that many visitors win have seen the 
programme, and could do with more 
information here. All we get is a tiny men- 
tion in tlic catalogue - "substantial quan- 
tities of comparable material have recently 
been attributed to the artist" - a briskness 
that suggests the issue remains tricky. 

The TV programme, of course, and 
others, too. have gone on to suggest that 
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Rough and ready: clockwise from main picture, ‘Pink Crawling Figure’, ‘Figure with Foot in Hand’ and ‘Flatten Figure’ 


the existence of any Bacon drawings is 
more than tricky, it’s damned awkward. It 
wasn’t just that the old dog had been caught 
telling lies. No one could be surprised or 
shocked by that, as such. And it's not that 
Bacon mightn't have had good reasons fin- 
keeping his drawings quiet As David 
Sylvester says in his preface, he probably 
didn't think they were much good in them- 
selves, and he didn't want to encourage an 
irrelevant interest in lus creative process, 
as opposed to his paintings. 

Fine. But he may have had bad reasons, 
too. And what's suggested is that discov- 
ery ofthese drawings touches his paintings 
very damagingly. By denying them. Bacon 
was really trying to deny the fact that he 
had a creative process at alL For didn't he 
always claim to work in an entirely 
unplanned and quasi-randam manner? And 


doesn’t the power of his art involve a sense 
of this spontaneity? But these studies 
and tiy-outs sink that story - and expose 
the painting as a kind of con. That’s the 
dreadful secret they reveal 

Not quite. But it is a slightly difficult 
issue. I think the right answer goes like this. 
The above line of thought is quite wrong; 
the existence of the drawings damages the 
painting not at all But on the other hand, 
BacoahimseU; probably believed something 
rather like feat and it was a reason for him 
to deny his drawings. After all, the Bacon 
myth, partly self-constructed, tends to 
picture the artist as fi ghting drunk; fling- 
ing himself and several pots of paint at the 
canvas. There follows a great Andy Capp- 
styie dust-up, a cloud of energy with 
hands, brushes, rags, and sponges flying 
everywhere. At the end of it all things 


settle, and there on the canvas is the image 

- the skid-mark of the impact, so to speak. 

What Tm getting at is that Bacon did 
half-want to elide the act of painting. 
There are all those vivid and memorable 
phrases in the interviews with Sylvester 

- about making imag es str aight off his 
nervous svstem, or leaving a trail like a 
snail leaves its slime, or making images 
that didn't look as though they’d been 
interfered with. They dorft all say the same 
thing, but the general idea is of images that 
emanate, materialise, just happen - sort 
of splurge themselves out of him. 

And the thing is, you can half-befieve it, 
too. Bacon’s images do have paint skid- 
mark aspects, and the bodies he depicts 
have lost their boundaries and they Mend 
Into those skid-marks; and then you nan 
?magtna tnw»ly transfer this feeling nn ti> the 


painter’s own body and its contact with the 
canvas. This, indeed, is the illusion the 
paintings often achieve. Bacon is careful 
to conceal any traces of too deliberated 
paintwork- and conceals them in the same 
spirit as he concealed his drawing. 

But remember; it is an illusion, and he 
is earefiii- Tine, the paintings have ran- 
domly thrown splats of paint in them, and 
wild strokes, but thqrare incorporated very 
cunningly. This spontaneity is, unavoidably 
a matter of work. And tire existence of 
drawn studies should be no more of a 
revelation to us than the "revelation" that 
Bacon was an extremely skilful operator 

If you really wanted a posthumous 
revelation about Bacon's art, that would be 
its subject Bacon's skills in operation, and 
operating in one particular area. Fbr 
there's one notable omission from the 


Tate’s drawings. There are body studies, 
but there are no head or face studies. I 
suppose half Bacon’s fame rests on what 
he did to heads and feces. Who wouldn’t 
like to see how that was done? So Che revel- 
ation Tm imagining is a hitherto undis- 
covered red of film, dose up an the middle 
afa Bacon canvas, drawing the artist doing 
bis first strokes, his s olid modelling nf forms 
and then his blur-smears, dissolves and 
sudden fade-outs, his chancy, flung blots 
and splashes and his seamless blending of 
them into the image, his finishing touches. 
Bacon-wise, I eartt think of a more valuable 
or curious document There’s almost cer- 
tainty no such thing. But you neverlmow. 
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‘Francis Bacon: Works on Paper 3 , Ttite 
Gallery, M&bank, London SWI (0171-987 
8000). Daily to 2 May, admission free 


Material witness 


For George Kennethson sculpting in stone was like "walking on a tightrope*. But his 
mastery of the medium kept him faithful, despite critical neglect. By Lesley Jackson 


THE IRONY of George Kenneth- 

son’s career asa sculptor was that 
just at the point when he reached 
artistic maturity, his material - 
stone - went out of fashion. By the 
Fifties, Henry Moore and Barbara 
Hepwurth had begun to work in 
bronze, and the new generation of 
British sculptors - Chadwick. Mead- 
ows. Butler, Paolozzi dal- worked 
almost exclusiv ely in metal. The re- 
vival of direct stone carving in the 
Twenties and Thirties, although 
crucially important in the history of 
English sculpture, was ail too brief. 

Ever since the Second World 
War. the art world has become in- 
creaangjy faddish. If an artist is even 
slightly out of syne with the latest 
trend, he or she is likely to be 
ignored. Such has been Kenneth- 
son's fete, although a new exhibition 
hopefully signals a turning-point. 

Born in Richmond in 1910, Ken- 
nethson studied at the Royal Acad- 
emy from 1928 to 1934. Although by 
this date the Modem Movement was 
well under way, teaching at the RA 
was still highly traditional While 
appreciating the achievements of the 
Old Masters. Michelangelo in par- 


ticular. Kennethson was equally 

interested in modem art an petite 
fuelled by exhibitions and the books 
of Herbert Read. Cezanne was a 
great hero, and among his contem- 
poraries he particularly admired 
the stone earrings of Heiuy Moore. 

Like many artists of the period, 
he became fascinated by African 
sculpture, while doser to home. 


sham and Purbeckwere among his 
favourites, along with English 
alabaster: Nature provided lifelong 
inspiration, although, in his words, 
he was “enthralled by everything in 
the visual world". 

His sculptures fell into two main 
groups, figures and landscapes, the 
latter expressed through abstract 
forms. The rhythms of the sea, and 


In the great humanist tradition, he believed 
art could bring wisdom and understanding 


medieval stone carvings fired his 
imagination. All these influences 
would later resurface in his sculp- 
ture. Although he excelled at draw- 
ing, it was sculpture be pursued on 
leaving the RA. On settling at Uff- 
ington in Berkshire, near the Yfeleof 
the White Horse, he quickly 
achieved mastery over stone. 

With his notebook full ofdhrien- 
skms for the sculptures he had in 
mind, he would travel to quarries far 
and wide to select choice pieces. 
Limestones such as Horoton, Ctip- 


the way it carved out the cliffs and 
the rocks on the coastline, fired his 
imagination. He was equally fascin- 
ated by people, the contours and 
rhythms of their features, and the re- 
lationship between these elements, 
whicb is why his figures are stylised 
rather than particular 

Kennethson worked in the great 
humanist tradition. Through art, 
he believed man could arrive at 
greater wisdom and understanding. 
He believed that it was the artist’s 
duty to dig fin: truth and. above all 


to take risks. Carving in stone is the 
riskiest medium of aD, because in- 
stead of adding, the artist creates by 
subtracting; the margins between 
success and failure are a matter of 
millimetres. “Being a sculptor;” he 
said, “is like walking on a tightrope. 
You can fefl off at any minute." 

Because of the vagaries of 
fashion, his work was mostly over- 
looked, except by an independent- 
minded few. Among these was Jim 
Ede, the founder of the remarkable 
coflection at Kettle’s Yard in Cam- 
bridge. He and Kennethson became 
great friends, and it was Ede who in- 
troduced him to the sculpture of 
Gaudier-Brzeska, As a result, Kettle’s 
Yard (as well as the Scottish National 
Gallery of Modern Artl is one-of the 
few public collections in which Ken- 
nethson’s work is represented. 

Another person who appreciated 
his talents was the Sloane Street 
gallery-owner Madeleine Ponsonby 
(now known as Madeleine Bess- 
borougto, whose New Art Centre has 
flown the flag for British sculpture 
since the Sixties. The New Art 
Centre was one of the few galleries 
to show Kennethson' s sculpture 
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Songs of stone: Kennethson was mostly overlooked apart from by an indepw.ri.n ^t^ fa. 


during this period, arid although it 
eventually closed in 1993, it has 
now risen, phoenix-like, in a new loc- 
ation- Roche Court, near Salisbury 
-with a beautiful, purposedesigned 
sculpture gallery created by 
Munkenbeck and Marshall 


Appropriately it is at Roche Court 

that an exhibition of Kennethson’s 
work can now be seen, a choice sel- 
ection ofboth figurative and abstract 
works spanning his careen Having 
failed to appreciate his wok, and the 
patronage of Jim Ede, first time 


around, if the art world has any 
sense it will take notice now. 


George - Kermethson, the Nea) Art 
Centre, Roche CourtSculptureGar-. 
den, East Wmterslcw, Salisbury,. 
WEtefcire, 01S80 862204, To 31 March 
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HEALTH 



Since Hoffinan developed it, numerous uses for aspirin have come to light 


Drug of the century 


In an age of super-pills, the best medicine of all is also one of the oldest. By Jeremy Laurance 


M ost people 
have a potent 
anti-cancer 
agent in the 
medicine cabi- 
net at home, though few know 
it They keep a heart drug at the 
back of the sock drawer, a fert- 
Hity promoter buried in their 
handbag and a cognitive en- 
hancer standing next to the salt 
pot in the kitchen. 

The drug is aspirin, a chem- 
ical entity for which new uses 
are still coming to light 100 
years after it was discovered. 
We know; of course, that it re- 
duces aches and pains, and 
eases fevers in diseases such as 
flu. It is now also a standard 
treatment for heart attacks - 
take one immediately after call- 
ing 999. Tens of thousands of 
lives could be saved if this sim- 
ple fact were better known. 

It is being tested as a pre- 
ventive agent against Alz- 
heimer's disease, it has been 
shown to reduce the risk of 
stroke, and it can ward off can- 
cer Those who take it regularly 
have a 40 per cent reduced risk 
of dying of cancer of the oeso- 
phagus, stomach and boweL 
Research also suggests it is ef- 
fective against herpes and 
prostate cancer. 

Aspirin can fairly claim to be 
the 20th century’s broadest- 
spectrum medicine - the clos- 
est we have come to a mirade 
drug. Bayer; the German com- 
pany that discovered it, has 
earmarked Monday 8 March as 
the official birthday, though 
there is some dispute about ex- 
actly when the centenary foils. 



The company plans to wrap a 
400-ft tower at its headquarters 
in Leverkusen, with the help of 
50 Alpine mountaineers, to cre- 
ate the world’s largest aspirin 
pack and earn itself a place in 
the Gufrmess Book cfRecords. 

Aspirin is derived from the 
sahcm found in willow bark; and 


stomach, by combining it with 
an acetyl group to make aspirin. 
Despite this advance, the new 
drug was dismissed by Heinrich 
Bess eg the head of Bayer's 
Pharmacological Institute, as 
“typical Berlin hot air”. Bayer’s 
chairman intervened, after see- 
ing the result of laboratory 


records date from 400BC, when , tests, and the rest is history. 
Hippocrates recommended wil- 


Seventies and the newer drug 
now has 90 per cent of the 
analgesics market But aspirin 
was about to undago a renais- 
sance that would lift it into a dif- 
ferent Hass- Dr John Vane of 
the Royal College of Surgeons 
unlocked the secret of aspirin’s 
mechanism, and opened up a 
vista of new therapeutic 


low bark infusions to ease 
labour pains. Interest was re- 
vived in 1753 by the Reverend 
Edward Stone who was tempt- 
ed to chew on the bark of the 
white willow while walking in a 
field near Chipping Norton. He 
may have been influenced by an 
old theory of medicines known 
as the Doctrine of Signatures. 
Ibis held that the cure to a 
disease might be found in the 
same place as the cause. 
Fevers were believed to be ag- 
gravated by damp, and willows 
flourished in damp places. 

Chewing the bark, Stone 
noticed that it tasted bitten 
like “Jesuits’ bark”, from a 
Peruvian tree, which was used 
as a painkiller and which we 
now know to contain quinine. 
He made an infusion of the wil- 
low bark and gave it to 50 
people suffering from fever It 
proved effective and Stone re- 
puted his results to the presi- 
dent of the Royal Society. 

It was not until 1897 that 
Felix Hoffman, a German 
chemist working for Bayer, 
found a way to reduce the side- 
effects of salicylic add. the act- 
ive ingredient of willow bark, 
whit* induded severe irritation 
of mouth, oesophagus and 


Aspirin can fairly claim to be the 
closest we have to a miracle drug 


By 1950 aspirin was the best- 
selling painkiller and in 1969 it 
went to the moon with Nefl 
Armstrong aboard Apollo. But 
its mechanism was still a mys- 
tery. In 1966 The New York 
Times called it “the wonder 
drug that no one understands". 

By then aspirin was being 

cha l le ng ed by newer painkillers 
such as paracetamol and, later; 
ibuprofen. Paracetamol lacks 
aspirin’s irritant effect on the 
stomach - severe in 6 per cent 
of the population - and sales 
rose rapidly. Both drugs are 
equally effective at reducing 
pain and fever but aspirin has 
an additional anti-inflammatory 
effect, like ibuprofen, and is bet- 
ter than paracetamol for 
sprains, cuts and bruises where 
swelling is involved. However; 
it should not be taken by child- 
ren under 12 because of the risk 
of Reye’s syndrome, a rare dis- 
order that can cause delirium, 
convulsions and death. 

Sales of paracetamol over- 
took those of aspirin in the late 


opportunities. Dr Vane, whose 
work earned him a knighthood 
and a Nobel prize, discovered 
that aspirin works by inhibiting 
production of prostaglandins, 
hormone-like substances made 
in almost all the body’s cells. 


which trigger pain signals to the 
brain. Prostaglandins are in- 
volved in many diseases. In 
heart disease, a prostaglandin- 
like substance called throm- 
boxane promotes dotting. A 
single daily aspirin inhibits pro- 
duction of thromboxane, effec- 
tively reducing the blood's 
tendency to form dots, and 
cuts by a third the inddence of 
heart attacks in those at risk. 

Aspirin’s anti-inflammatory 
properties help the pain of 
artinitis and it was a chance ob- 
servation that sufferers who 
took it had a lower inddence of 
Alzheimer's disease, which 
suggested the drug might have 
a protective effect on the brain. 
Now a 10-year trial of 400 men 
is about to start in Cardiff, run 
by the Medical Research Coun- 
cil , in which half will be given 


lOOmg of aspirin and half a 
placebo to see whether the 
drug can stave off Alzheimer’s. 

Aspirin can reduce the risk 
of strokes and cuts the inrid- 
ence of pre-eclampsia, a dan- 
gerous condition in pregnancy 
that can threaten the lives of 
mother and baby In women un- 
dergoing in-vitro fertilisation 
who have an immune system 
problem caused by raised lev- 
els of antiphospholipid anti- 
bodies, a daily aspirin more 
than doubles their chance of 
getting pregnant 

Aspirin today has a slightly 
dowdy image, partly because it 
is cbftflp and has been with us 
for so long. But it has shown a 
repeated capadty to surprise 
over the last 100 years. It is a 
safe bet that the party is not 
over for this remarkable drug. 
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Dial for a diagnosis 


Introducing the United Patients Accident 
and Sickness Plan - Anybody 18-60 years 
can get £2,000 a month every month 
while hospitalised and £1,000 a month 
tax free while recovering. 
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Relief for 
restless legs 


WHAT IS restless legs 
Syndrome? 

If you have an irresistible 
urge to move your legs, 
particularly at night, you 
maybe suffering from this 
little known, but common, 
disorder. Symptoms of 
RLS are often described 
as burning, itching, 
polling or tugging, and the 
only relief is to move the 
legs or walk around. A 
variety of drugs are used 
to treat the symptoms, but 
there is no test to 
diagnose it 
with certainty. 


A Question 
of Health 



Dr Fred Kavalier 


MY husband has been 
taking Tasmar for 
Parkinson’s disease and 
it has dramatically 
unproved his symptoms. 
But the drug has now 
been stopped because it 
is no longer available in 
this country, although I 
understand it is still 
available abroad. Is 
there any way of 
obtaining it? 

Tasmar (also known by its 
chemical name tolcapone) 
has been withdrawn 
throughout the European 
Union by its 
manufacturers, Roche, 
following several deaths 
from acute liver failure. 
But the same drug is still 
being marketed in the 
United States, 

Switzerland and other 
countries. Roche says it is 
currently “working 
closely” with drug 
regulatory authorities and 
I think there is a 
possibility that the drug 
will be reintroduced with 
new recommendations 
about its use. 


do not wish to catch it 
now. I am travelling to 
Central America soon 
and my guidebook says 
the incidence of measles 
there is increasing. 
Should I ask for the 
measles vaccine, or are 
there risks from that in 
itself? 

There is no reason why 
you should not protect 
yourself from measles by 
having a vaccination 
before you set oft The 
measles vaccine is no 
longer available on its 
own, but you could have 
MMR (measles, mumps 
and rubella) vaccine, 
which would have the 
added advantage of 
protecting you against all 
three diseases. There is 
no upper age limit for this 
vaccine, and a single dose 
should provide you with 
lifelong protection. 


I DIDN'T have measles 
as a child (I am 46) and 


Please send your 
questions to A Question qf 
Health, "The 
Independent J , l Canada 
Square, Canary Whai$ 
London E14 5DL;Jbx 
0171-293 2132; or e-mail 
heaftfogmdepertdenlco.uk 
-Dr Kavalier regrets he 
cannot respond 
personally to questions 
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SOME IDEAS are so simple and 
radical, and their promise so 
great, that you wonder why no 

one has thought erf them before. 

Such is the proposal being con- 
sidered ministers for re- 
placing GPs with nurses as 
patients’ first point erf contact 
Under this plan, if you think 
you need to see a doctoryou wffl 
c&H a central NHS number 

where you will be able to talk to 

a nurse about your problem; the 
nurse wffl also book an ap- 
pointment with tout GP if ncc- 
, msary Instead of dialling up the 
fturgery and getting through to 
frosty receptionist who may 
-not offer you an appointment 

with the GP for 10 days, under 

this scheme you would get in- 
stent-advice, and your ap- 
pointment made for you. 

As reforms of the NHS go, 

this would have a greater and 

more (tired impact on patients 
than anything introduced in 
the teat SO years. But the reac- 
tion to ft is interesting. Every 
friend and colleague I have put 
it to in the last couple of days 
has responded with outrage, it 
is a bad idea, they say. because 
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-i sonal relationship with fom- 
i Qy doctor, it is dearly aimed at 
) cutting by restrict^ 

cea to GPs, and it would cre- 
ate huge NHS call centres in 
which patient* would be known 
only by their serial numbers. 

The contrast with the re- 
action of the profess^fc *' a ‘: 
striking. 'Hie British Medical 


Association, fierce defender of 
the personal relationship be- 
tween patients and GPs, was 
enthusiastic. It could result m 
patients being seen “more ap- 
propriately” by GPSi Dr 
Simon Fradd, chairman of the 
Doctor Patient Partnership. 
The Patients Association was 
equally supportive. Its chair- 
man, Claire Rayner, a former 
nurse, said: ‘'There is no sug- 
gestion that people wffl be pre- 
vented from seeing their GE 
What is bring offered is in- 
stant advice and help, which wul 
be infinitely more convenient 

But will the plan serve as a 


Direct helpline service, on 
which it will be based, has 
proved hugely successful since 
its launch last yeai; but it is vol- 
untary running in parallel with 

the GP and hospital service. 

NHS Direct nurses deal with 
telephone queries from pat- 
ients following lists of questions 
drawn up by specialists. A sur- 
vey has shown that 97 per cent 
of callers were satisfied, yet 40 
per cent of them were advised 
to do something less than they 
had planned before they called, 
such as going to bed with a hot 
drink instead of calling out the 

GE Twenty per cent were urged 

to do something more than 
they had planned. 

Both the BMA and the Pat- 
ients' Association are dear 
that free access to GPS on de- 
mand must be preserved. If that 
can be guaranteed, there could 
still be substantial savings for 
the NHS from the 40 per cent 
of people who are seeking only 
the reassurance they need to 
look after themselves at home. 

The introduction of tele- 
phone banking was resisted 
by those who said it meant the 
end erf a personal service. Fbr ! 
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Seven million of as are involv ed in accidents every year. Enforced time 
off work means money lost. And in no time you're behind with bills and 
under pressure. That's why getting the guaranteed protection of j United 
Patients Accident and Sickness Plan is such a smart thing to do. 
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The 

word 

ON THE 
STREET 



IT IS hard to believe that the 
BBC thinks it would be sued 
for libel by Guardian editor 
Alan Rusbridger - after all, 
he's so often been on the 
receiving end himself - so 
why did it edit out the 
fiinniest moment from the 
What the Papers Say 
Awards on Friday? As Mr 
Rusbridger went up to 
receive the Scoop of the Year 
award for its Peter 
Mandelson home loan story, 
a loud Yorkshire 
harrumphing could be heard 
from the audience- The 
cameras even focused in on 
the harrampher. Paul 
Rout) edge, sitting next to the 
ex-spin doctor, Charlie 
Whelan. But cut was his 
audible heckle as Rusbridger 
departed tbe stage with his 
heavy prize; "You ought to 
get six months for larceny," 
shouted Mr Routledge, 
showing that despite Mirror 
editor Piers Morgan's peace- 
making with Rusbridgei; The 
Mirror’s political 
commentator still believes 
the Mandelson story was 
whipped from his book. 


THERE IS no greater 
illustration of the media's 
ability to make much out of 
little than to compare the 
fuss about Rout] edge's book 
with the number of copies it 
has actually sold. According 
to Book Track, it managed 
982 copies up to 20 February. 
It has had another 10 days 
since then, so it may have 
blazed a trail into four 
figures by now. 


NICE TO know that some 
newspaper headline writers 
remain as unreconstructed 
as ever. “Gordon Brown's 
former girlfriend fights for 
her fife" was the Mail on 
Sunday's headline over its 
Sheena McDonald story. Ms 
McDonald has hosted 
Channel 4 News, Right to 
Reply, and The Week in 
Westminster, and is one of 
Britain's most respected 
political broadcasters. But 
being a woman, none of that 
is as important in defining 
her headline status as a 
relationship 20 years ago. 
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Assodated’s launch of Metro, available free at Underground stations, is ah important test. By Paul McCann 


Mail goes down the Tube 




T he sight of Paul 
Caere, editor-in- 

chief of Associated 
Newspapers, ex- 
ploding with the fury 
of a revivalist 
preacher and rip- 
ping page proofs to shreds is a 
common one on the newsroom floor 
of the Daffy MaiL 

So when It happened three weeks 
ago few people took much notice. 
The next day’s Mail was being re- 
made in its usual way, it seemed. In 
feet, standing in the middle of the 
newsroom for all to see, Dacre was 
ripping up a dummy issue of Metro, 
Associated Newspapers' first news- 
paper launch for 17 years. 

The destruction of the dummy ef- 
fectively marked the end for Kim 
Chapman, formerly editor of the 
Reading Post, who arrived to edit 
Metro only last November She was 
replaced as editor and offered the 
pok of Metro's publisher, which 
she turned down, and then Dacre 
brought in some of his most trusted 
lieutenants from the Daily Mail to - 
turn the paper around in time for its 
launch on 9 March. Alistair Sinclair 
Dacre’s deputy on the Mail, was 
given overall control of the project 
and Ian MacGregor, associate edi- 
tor (news) and a rising star at tbe 
Mail, replaced Chapman as editor 
Other executives drafted in from the 
Mail include Tim Jotischky, tbe 
paper’s executive news editor 
What Chapman had foiled to 
understand is that Metro Is very 
much more than just a free region- 
al newspaper for London. 

Associated has highly successful 
newspapers, but it is still dependent 
on just three national titles. The cash 
generated by the Daily Mail, The 
Man on Sunday and Evening Stan- 
dard has not been used for compa- 
ny expansion, except for a few 
excursions into cable and new 
media. With the launch of Metro, 
Associated hopes to create a blue- 
print for a series of local free news- 
papers for Manchester Newcastle 
and, perhaps, even New York. 

It also gives It another way to 
tackle what Associated calls “the 
problem in London". Despite mas- 
sive investment in new sections 
and price-cutting, sales of the 
Evening Standard are stubbornly 
stagnant Associated needs Metro to 
protect its position in London from 
rivals who may be tempted by the 
same freesheet idea. 

The idea is not original. Accord- 
ing to legend, the new Lord Rother- 
mere, then known as humble 
Jonathan Harmsworth and deputy 
managing director of the Evening 
Standard, was in Stockholm on a bit- 
terly cold day when he couldn’t get 
a taxi, so he jumped on to a tram. 
There he saw all the other passen- 
gers reading a newspaper that came 
free from a display bin on the tram. 

The paper was produced by Swe- 
den's Modern Times Group, so As- 
sociated head-hunted one of its 
directors. Thomas GrahL to bring 
the idea to London. Modern Times 
was planning its own launch in Lon- 
don but, crucially, Associated News- 
papers got to London Underground 
first. It signed an exclusive 10-year 
contract that promises the Under- 



Most people travelling on the tube are relatively upmarket and young -just the kind of readers “Metro’ Is looking for; Rim Chapman (top right) was replaced as 
editor as Paul Dacre (middle) Associated’s editor-in-chief took firm control of Lord Rothermere’s project (bottom) UPPA/Reading Evening Post/Gmrin Kent 


ground about EIJSm a year if the 
paper is a success. It also gets a page 
a day in the newspaper to promote 
its services and apologise for signal 
failures on the Northern line. 

In return. Associated gets to 
place 1,000 newspaper bins in 261 
stations on tbe Underground It has 
bou^taccesstonun^ri1he2.7iml- 
lion passenger journeys made evezy 
day on the Ttobe. Most of the people 
making those journeys are rela- 
tively upmarket and young- people 
who will be attractive to the adver- 
tisers Associated hopes will spend 
£l3m a year on ads in Metro. As it 
tours advertising agencies, Metro’s 
sales team is offering to refund 
advertisers' money if it does not hit 
a 90 per cent pick-up rate for its 
350,000 print run. 

The paper hopes to cash in not 
only on the arts and entertainment 
classified advertising that drives 
the Standard but also on the rela- 
tive dearth of colour display advert- 
ising sites in newspapers. Recent 
increases in production quality have 
driven many advertisers to demand 
colour pages in newspapers for 
their ads. Media buyers despair at 
the lack of availability of colour 


pages to run their campaigns, so the 
all-colour Metro hopes to mop up 
some of this demand. 

The media buyers who have seen 
the new dummies of Metro believe 
its qualify means thatn it will destroy 
the Evening Standard . Yet Associ- 
ated seems to have been forced to 
do it because it was terrified 
someone else would sign up the 
Underground. 

In the world of fragmenting 


transport get under waytbe Under- 
ground can on^y become more at- 
tractive. The number of journeys an 
the Underground have increased by 
nearly 70 per cent since the early 
Eighties, and Associated has gam- 
bled that someone was eventually 
going to go for that audience. 

What was wrong with Chapman’s 
dummy Metro was thatitlooked Hfae 
a regional newspaper - hardly sur- 
prising, given that it is to be a re- 


Weekend section alone costs &3m 
a year; Metro's budget is less than 
£10m a year for a five-day operation. 

The Mail's newsmen have 
quickly to turn Metro into what 
Dacre wants - a 40-page print ver- 
sion of GMTV, celebrity-heavy, mid- 
dle-market and glamorous. It will be 
stapled to make ii-easy to read on 
the Tube, and its bite-sized stories 
should mean you can read all you 
want of it on a 20-minute journey. 


What Chapman had failed to understand is that 1 Metro ' is ?neant to 
be very much more than just a free regional newspaper for London 


media, mass audiences are becom- 
ing increasingly valuable, wherever 
they may be. TDI Inc, the American 
poster business that bought London 
Transport Advertising when it was 
privatised, has built an entire Eur- 
opean business on the money that 
pours in from advertisers keen to hit 
the Underground's audience- 
As car congestion gets worse 
and the Government’s car taxation 
policies and investment in public 


gional newspaper; and was staffed 
and edited by regional newspaper 
journalists. The Mail troubleshoot- 
ers found 22 relatively inexper- 
ienced reporters, working in very 
different conditions from those at 
Associated’s West London HQ. 

Metro has been deliberately sited 
in East London's Docklands, to 
avoid its being infected by the rest 
of Assodated’s culture of editorial 
largesse. Where the MaiTs Saturday 


The other important thing about 
Metro is that it is Lord Rothermere’s 
first project It has been his baby 
since the beginning, and is his op- 
portunity to prove that he can step 
into his father’s shoes. Fbr Paul 
Dacre, Metro is important for rea- 
sons beyond its size and cost 
Dacre wants to prove that bis 
partnership with this Lord Ro ther- 
ms re can be as successful as Sir 
David English's partnership with the 


previous one. And then there is the 
question of the Evening Standard. 

Ironically, London already had a 
“Metro' 4 newspaper and it was pub- 
lished by Associated. For “Metro” 
was the name that appeared in the 
top right-haixl corner of the first edi- 
tion of the Evening Standard - an 
edition that was on the streets at 
9am. It has now been renamed 
“News Extra”. But still the Standard 
is worried There is no question that 
Associated might want deliberate- 
ly to damage its London paper; but 
given the frosty attitude that re- 
portedly exists between Dacre and 
Max Hastings, the Standard ? s edi- 
tor; there is probably at least some 
internal politics in Dacre’s enthusi- 
asm for the project. 

The mighty house of Harmsworth 
is not going to live or die by the suc- 
cess of an £8m investment in a free 
newspaper for the Tube, bat dynas- 
ties are at their shakiest after a sne- 
cessfon. Dacre and his favourite sons 
from the Daily Mail back bench 
have a reputation for excellence. 
Now they have to prove it once again, 
so that the new Lord Rotfaermere 

can show that the dynasty is safe in 
his hands. 


"SWITCH" 

DIGITAL RADIO FOR LONDON 


FT seeks German readers 


Switch is set to revolutionise your radio listening. Switch investors 
include national commercial services Talk Radio, Virgin Radio and global 
radio operator Clear Channel International. 


Our initial application to the Radio Authority will be for the first London 
multiplex in May 1999. Switch will also apply for digital radio licences in 
other major UK regions. 


Switch intends to carry a combination of existing and new programme 
services that will extend listener and advertiser choice. New services will 
include speech-based formats such as sport and demographically 
targeted music services. Switch is also looking to provide a range of data 
information services. 


We are now looking to hear from prospective sound and data programme 
service providers. To confirm your interest in providing a service or to 
suggest a format to be considered please write to; Jason Bryant, 
Development Director, Talk Radio, 76 Oxford Street, London, WIN 0TR. 
Or e-mail me on jbryant@talk-radio.co.uk. 


Closing date March 12th 1999 


-make the switch- 


WALDEMAR. SCHAEFER, joint 
editor of the German business 
daily Handelsblatt, did not 
sound especially nervous yes- 
terday at the news that he 
would soon be competing 
against a German-language 
edition of the FT, complete 
with an English (but German- 
speaking) editor. He laughed: 
“Is there space for them? I 
think they are going to find the 
competition is very strong.” 

If anybody yet knows when 
the new paper vrin be launched, 
or even what it will be called, 
they are not saying. %sterday, 
the FT finally confirmed the 
open secret that the German 
FT was a definite runner. The 
new details are: it is to be 
printed on pink paper; and pub- 
lished in a joint venture with 
Gruner&Jahr, publisher of the 
established Capital economic 
and business monthly, and a 
subsidiary of Bertelsmann, Eu- 
rope's Largest media group; 
and start-up costs are esti- 
mated at DMlTOm. Schaefer 
thinks it will cost twice that 

The FT and their German 
allies are entering a torrid mar- 
ket New publications have 
been launching in a flurry to 
attract Germany’s expanding 
new class of equity investors. 


ANALYSIS 


JONATHAN MILLER 


who have proven a hungry au- 
dience for business news. Tins 

year's launches have included 
Springer’s Euro am Sormtag, 
a weekly newspaper; and the 
German regional press has 
also been bolstering business 
news coverage. 

But the German FT will be 
the biggest launch so far and a 
test of both Pearson and 
Gmner & Jahr*s ability to 
succeed with a testing cross- 
cultural and media joint ven- 
ture. The newspaper is 
expected to be launched along- 
side a website which will be in- 
tegrated with FT.com, the 
Financial Times Internet 
channel. It will be edited by An- 
drew Gowers, former deputy 
editor of the FT. It is expected 
to indude both a strong busi- 
ness report as well as infor- 
mation orientated to investors, 
although this alone trill not 
distinguish Hdramaticaltyfrom 
Handdsblatt. 

The English-language FT 
has been published in Ger- 
many fbr more than a decade. 
But it still sells only around 


20,000 copies a day. compared 
to 150,000 for Handelsblatt, 

published in DusseldorL 
By reputation, Germans 
have not been excessively 
interested in business news, 
provided the mark in their 
pocket stayed strong. Their 


ditionalty been in boring, reli- 
able bonds. But as the yields of 
fixed income investments have 
fallen, Germans have surprised 
many with the enthusiasm of 
their conversion to the joys of 
investing in shares. Ibis has all 
recently been stimulated by 
the launch of the single Euro- 
pean capital market denomi- 
nated in the euro. The rush to 
serve this new market has in 
turn stimulated public interest 
Publishers have swarmed to 
the honey pot 
English only takes you so far 
in Germany. Most Germans 
can make no more sense of an 
English-language newspaper 
than can most Britons cape 
with a weighty copy of stem 
(also published by Gruner & 
Jahr). While the English-lan- 


guage FT and the Wall Street 
Journal have been must-reads 
for bankers in Frankfort and a 
handful of senior people, 
neither paper is relevant to 
most managers or investors. 
Half the FTls English-la n guage 
circulation in Germany is said 
to be a bulk sale to Lufthansa. 

The new launch will be a test 
for HandetlsNnit q uintess ential 
organ of German capitalism. 
They are unlikely to prove a 
pushover Its circulation has 
grown steadily but not spec- 
tacularly. Is it complacent in its 
market or ripe for new compe- 
tition? Or are there only 150,000 
people a day ready to buy a fi- 
nancial paper in Germany? 

Pearson's objective is to 
command a portfolio of euro 
zone newspapers and web 
sites, including editions at the 
FT in English and G firmim, l£s 
Echos in France, and Expan. 
sion in Spain. But their start-, 
up in Germaqy is more testing ' 
than the acquisition of estab- 
lished titles in France and' 
Spain, which were simply a. 
matter of establishing the right 
price. Tbe FTs adventure hi 
Germany will be a test of the 
pink ’tin’s fitness to rule biisi- . 

nessnewsinJSurolandasithas 

in Britain. 
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Sexual prudes who decide the bottom line 


ONLY THE foolish or the very 
young are opposed to an binds of 
censorship. Parenthood, as Fre 
learned, is a pretty continuous 
jweb® in excision and 
oowdlerisation. So we parents 
tend to look upon censors as our 
allies in the task of beeping 
highly profitable mayhem from 
overwhelming us. The 
alternative is the three-year-old, 
thought to have been happily 
occ^edinfrontofTeldJubbies, 
who was discovered eating its 
Rice Krispies to the accompan- 
iment of Johnny Wadd’s 
impressive ejaculations. 
Societies that expose bids to 
pornography are bad societies. 

So, in contrast to my student 
self, I am in favour of regulation; 
of bodies like the ITC; of 
documents like the BBC's 
producers’ guidelines; and of 
individuals like our own Andreas 
Whittam Smith. Someone, after . 


all, has to take a view on what is 
and what isn't kosher. 

And please spare me all the 
guff about “who are they to tell 
us what we can and cannot 
watch?”. Civilisations have rules. 
\bu don’t want rules? Go and live 
in Chechnya; watch all the pom 
you like, and open your post to 
find your mother’s ear and a 
ransom note. 

But I draw file line at the 
Broadcasting Standards 
Commission. This is the group of 
worthies collected together to 
investigate and to rule upon 
complaints submitted by 
members of the public. These 
may concern mistreatment at the 
hands of programme-makers, or 
may be about Mr Footle’s horror 
at being confronted fay gay sex on 
his TV screen. In the latter sense, 
the BSC resembles nothing so 
much as a strange cross between 
The Daily T&egraph’s letters 



Censorship can be a good- thing; 
argues David Aaronovitch, but 
not when led by public opinion 


page and Sam Spade. With its 
entirely retrospective function, it 
is an institutional locker of stable 
doors after the horses have 

mated. 

Its usefulness as an arbiter of 
decency may be judged by haw 
the BSC handled a complaint 
about the edition of This 
Morning wito Richard oiuiJi^ 
of 16 October 1998. As the 
Commission succinctly put it in 
its latest bulletin, “a viewer 
complained about nudity and 
simulated sex? 1 . Since Tftis 
Morning is transmitted some 
time between elevenses and 
lunch time on ITy it is an 


unusual vehicle for explicit 
material. So what happened? A 
man took his clothes a ff (though 
he apparently “kept his genitals 
covered”), and assaulted the al 
fresco weatherman by 
pretending to throw him into the 
water I should explain that tins 
particular forecaster usually 
stands on a floating polystyrene 
map of Britain. 

A viewer. No genitals. No % 
simulated sex. Not much of a 
case, you would have thought 
Wrong, The commission 

concluded that, “while the man’s 
actions had not been sexually 
explicit, the level of nudity had 


been unacceptable for the time of 
transmission”. The BSC officially 
stamped the complaint “Upheld” . 

What on earth was meant by 
“the level of nudity’'? What are 
“acceptable” nudity levels, 
anyway? And acceptable to 
whom? If the marts genitals 
were invisible, wash his bottom 
that we were worried about? And 
who cannot “accept” bare 
bottoms at llam? I bet that if 
they were African bottoms on a 
safari programme then no one 
would be complaining. This is 
provincial prudery of an antique 
sort The commissioners are the 
sort of people who change their 
sw imming COSt UPies inniw 

layers of towelling rather than 
offend an apathetic world with a 
microsecond's flash of greying 

pubic hair. 

There are 12 commissioners 
(of whom nine are women), 
including two Ladies, a 


Reverend, a Dame, a CBE, an 
OBE and a CB (whatever that 
is). It would be too easy to take 
the mickey out of the chairman, 
Lady Howe. But we may be 
allowed to speculate thata 
woman in her sixties, married to 

- an Tmrhftriftmat ir. farmer 
chancellor of the exchequer, may 
be out of touch with those whose 
hormones still rage, and whose 
relationships are highly charged. 
But there again, it is possible, far 
aught we know, that Howe 
Towers makes the House of the 
Rising Sun look restrained 
Anyway the difficulty with the 
BSC may be more to do with its 
function than its membership. It 
is (here to adjudicate on 
complaints, not to take a proper 
view of what is good and bad on 
television. So it is always the 
letter-writing pudendaphobes 
whose laments are being 
considered, \fery few people put 


pen to papa - las well we might) 
to argue that there is in fact too 


and that “nutfity levels” are far 
too low There are no erections 
(even late), almost no 
masturbation (despite its 
umversafity), and very little good 
foreplay. 

Instead, we get endless 
programmes on the 
commodification of sex: male 
strippers, prostitution, sex 
shops, pornography, and leering 
teens on drunken holidays in 
Corfu. These shows have 
practically replaced proper 
current affairs altogether; yet 
there is barely a whimper from 
the BSC, which is too busy going 
on about nudity. 

Good censorship, I think, is 
about leading pubhc opinion, not 
about reflecting it Indeed, this 
rule is true of good anything. It's 
a lesson that needs relearning. 




When Robin Cook was asked about attitudes to Germany on "Today’ it made headlines. But was it a fair question? By Rod Liddle 


Sorry to 
mention 
the war 


G uilt has gnawed 
away, has done its 
work at night Ebr 
a week now, the 
last thing I’ve 
seen before sleep 
brings its merciful 
release is the Tbrrign Secretary hav- 
ering above me; baleful, hurt and - 
worse than these things - unques- 
tionably in the right. 

He’s kept me awake each night 
and now the time has come to wash 
'^yhands, and to speak the truth. Ifs 
'worth doing so in public because 
Robin Cook’s disagreement with 
fee Today programme last week is 
part of a much wider debate -about 
news management, spin doctors, 
interview techniques and even the 
role of the BBC. 

It began with Michael Naumann, 
tiie German Culture Minister; sug- 
gesting that Britain had made vic- 
tory in the Second Wbrtd War its 
“spiritual core”; that, in effect, we 
were an obsessed people. On the 
morning that these comments were 
reported, amid much outrage in 
Britain, we were due to talk to the 
Foreign Secretary about an arguably 
rather loftier issue - the launch of 
the Government’s “green” foreign 
policy (or foreign-poticy-wifh-a- 

green -dimension) . 

Ibwards the end of the interview 
a -&r presenter Nick Robinson, at my 
request asked Mr Cook for his 
-views on Hot Naumann’s thesis. His 
response was impeccably anodyne, 
weighed in at a succinct li seconds 
and was along the lines at “I haven’t 
mentioned the warm meetings with 
my German counterparts, and I 
wont do so in future.’’ I'm para- 
phrasing, but that was the gist - 
pretty harmless stuff. 

The Foreign Office, however; was 


seething, in so far as press officers 
can be said to seethe. Why had we 
diverged from our arrangement? 
Why hadn’t we cleared the question 
with the Foreign Secretary? Outra- 
geous behaviour, they raged, civilly. 

I was inclined to laugh it off. 
What was the problem, after all? The 
programme surely must have some 
leeway when talking to the Fbreign 
Secretary about what was, after all, 
a subject directly within his ambit. 
And the response was bland enough. 

Eleven seconds, however; is a long 
time in politics. Three hours latei; 
the news agency wires had headr 
lined the story “Cook Backs Down 
over Germans!”. I felt a brief spasm 
of contrition, but even then I hadn't 
expected the fallowing day’s 
coverage. 

Next morning, the Fbreign Sec- 
retary rang himself in person, to 
share with me The Star’s story 
headlined “Hdl keep quiet!”. He 
then moved to page one of The 
Daily Telegraph, where his 11-sec- 
ond response had been spread 
across four columns (plus editorial 
comment on page 23), The Mirror, 
meanwhile, began its account: 
“Basil Thwlty’s catch phrase ‘Don’t 
mention the war 1 became official 
Government policy yesterday...” 
Mr Cook was irate, but still re- 
markably polite. 

The gaffing thing far me was 
that he had predicted this very out- 
come the previous day. which I had 
laughed off as political over-sensi- 
tivity After all, he couldn't possibly 
have answered the question in a 
blander; less cont r o v e r s i al manner. 

Itnean,evenffBffiCashwerefw- 
eign secretary I doubt that he'd talk 
about the war very often during dis- 
cussions with Ins German counter- 
part And only then under his breath. 



Robin Cook’s comment on Britain’s obsession with the Second World War was blown out of all proportion by the press 


But this was Robin Cook’s painh that 
he couldn’t possibly have answered 
the question at all without landing 
himself in hot water 

If he'd voiced my own response 
to Herr Naumann’s conunents-that , 
we talk about the war just about 
enough, but that we should do so 
more loudly and with a thinly veiled 
aggression when German polit- 
irians tell us we shouldn’t - then 
there would be an entertaining 
diplomatic inc i dent, apologies and 
the whiff of resignation. There was, 
simply; nothing he could have said. 

All Robin Cook wanted was ad- 
vance notice rf the siirjects to be (fis- 


1 gngmg pmgpam mes such as Tb day 
and The Vfcrid at One to have access 
to Government minis ters on im- 
portant issues. At the same time, we 
are experiencing news manage- 
ment from tile Government which 
is subtier and more successful than 
at any time I can remember; In a 
crude sense this Government is 


politicians are less frequently made 
available at the crucial times. 

We may receive 10 offers of gov- 
ernment ministers launching 
comparatively small-change prog- 
rammes, which very often they 
launched six months before; but thty 
are mysteriously absent when ac- 
cused of a polity U-turn, or involved 


and that this allows the Government 
to draw a lice under what would 
have been a difficult issue. The next 
time that (he minister is made avail- 
abteftmaybeonarauch softer issue 
-we are back to the policy initiatives. 
We on Today stfll think the policy ini- 
tiatives are important and deserve 
a public forum, but there are times 


\I wbri’t mention the wtir, says Cook' 


RODIN COOK, the Foreign 
Secretary, tried to.. assuage 
German sensitivities yester- 
day by promising that he 
twould not bark back to the 


ByGeot^ Jonas, Political Edho^.- 

and 1 can give .an bodertak- by Oskar Lafontaine. ebe 
ing that we won't,*' said Mr German finance minister, lor 
Cook. the harmonisation of taxes 


America had just made the 
immensely successful film 
Sat'iae Pnrote Ryan and' 
Italy was. making one about 
tb« Holocaust. - . - ' ' i 


questions themselves, mind, just 
the areas of debate. Our response an 
these occasions is to harrumph and 
talk about editorial independence. 


But things are changing , and 
perhaps we should change with 
them. We talk about public ac- 
countability and the right of chal- 


more open than the last; we do not 
lack access to mirnstess, or to Down- 
ing Street This Government is of- 
fensive in its relationships with the 
press rather than defensive. In fact 
we carried six interviews with the 
Prime Minister in 1998, more than 
in any previous year -but there is 
toe growing feeling that the crucial 


in a disagreement with colleagues, 
or party to fitmna'ai shenan i gans 
Can you remember a single inter- 
view c» Ibday- or or 77ie 

World Tbnight - with Geoffrey 
Robinson, ever? 

There is a feeling at those difficult 
times that they wifi appear on pro- 
grammes that are less challenging, 


when it is less in toe Government’s 
interest far us to talk to ministers, 
and this is when the shutters come 
down. Not all Government depart- 
ments are alike; it would be hard to 
find a more Open minis ter than 
Jack Straw; the Home Secretary. 

And perhaps that’s where we 
need to be dearer with toe polit- 


PmdHackett 

idans, with ourselves, and with the 
audience. Offering Robin Cook the 
chance to refuse to take a question 
about Herr Naumann offers us toe' 
option as to whether or not we 
should run the interview. Of course, 
in this instance we would. 

There are other occasions when 
we wouldn't -and we should tell the 
audience when that happens. The 
spin doctors should look on it as a 
welcome adaption of the moral high 
ground; we’ll be straight with you, 
but in return we expect to be able 
to examine, wife rigour; ministered 
thorny areas that they may not 
wish to confront in public. And when 
they refus&to answer or appear we 
should explain to the audience why. 

In the meantime, instead of shed- 
ding responsibility and blaming the 
Press when 7b day programme 
quotes get taken cut of contest, I 
apologise to Robin Cook. 

The uniter is editor qf Radio 4’s 
“Tb day' programme 


MPs making the most out of Fleet Street 


LAST Monday; at the height of the 

over Jack Straw’s injunction on 
the Lawrence report, the House Of 
Commons witnessed a strange and 
surreal spectade - a leading Tbry 
MP flaunting his membership of a 

trade union- Sir Norman Fhwler. Mr 

Straw’s shadow, yelled across the 
despatch box a declaration that was 
as passionate as it was unfashion- 
able: “I have been a member of toe 
National UmxKi of Journalists for the 
past 35 years.” 

Though Labour MPs emitted a 
collective “Oooh!” of mock 
admiration, it wasn’t long before 
Gerald Kaufman was attempting to 
outflank Sir Norman with a similar 
boast of his membership of the 
NUJ. They may abhor the tactics, 
( impulses and downright dogged- 
ness of the Fourth Estate, but the 
link between politicians and toe 
press is dearly as strong today as 
it ever was. 

Evidence of the incre asin g sym- 
biosis between Westminster and 
those dismissed by former Chan- 


The latest register shows that more politicians are trying their hands at journalism. By Paul Waugh 


eeilor Nigel Lawson as “teenage 
scribblers” is revealed in toe new 
Register qf Members Interests. 

Down among the minutiae of 
declarations of gifts are to be found 
a series of entries from MPs prov- 
ing that most are glad to take toe 
shilling of Murdoch, the Mirror 
Group, Accountancy Age maga- 
zine, and indeed anyone else who will 
have them. 

The majority of MPs simply refer 
to “occasional income from jour- 
nalism” without specifying the 
metfia outlet they mort favour; or toe 
amount received. However the reg- 
ister shows that some members 
make a very nice earner out of the 
tawdry trade. 

Joint top of toe wages league are 
the formidable Tbry Ann Widde- 
combe and Labour’s “Gorgeous” 
George Galloway, both of whom 
have suffered at toe hands of the 


tabloids. The two MPs each rake in fromjouraalism is stffi held ly Lord Ebot entered the Commons on the 
up to £55,000 a year fay penning Hattmley, a regular columnist with back of editorships of both theLon- 
artides for newspapers, two other TiteGiiord«m,whotntiiel997reg- don Eoerang Standard and Tri- 
high-earners are Frank Field, who ister confessed to receiving up to bune; Sir Norman Fbwler was a 
gets up to £20,000 a year; and Alex £110,000 ayean reporter on The Times; Ben Brad- 

5almond, who earns around £L5JXX). The green benches are littered shaw and Martin Bdl worked fix* the 
Such sums may appear large, but with those who swapped one form BBC, Yvette Cooper at The hide- 
toeafi-timerecordfor MPs 1 earnings of hackery with another. Michael pendent; JuKeKkifcride was a lobby 


THE TOP EARNERS FROM JOURNALISM 


Stuart Befl (SNEPferth) Alex Salmond 

(Lab. Middlesborough) Weekly column tor the Scottish (SNE Banff and Buchan) 

Regular column for Mail on Sun- Mirror. Up to £20,000. TOeHy racing column. The Herald, 

day financial section. Up to Frank Field Weekly mlnnm in News qf the 

£15,000. Regular article for (Lab. Birkenhead) World. Up to £15,000. 

Accountancy Age. Up to £5,000. Regular column for Sunday PBo- Ann Wtddecombe 
Patrick Cormack pie. Up to £20,000. (Con. Maidstone and the Weald) 

(Con. South Staffs) George Galloway Six programmes for Channel 4. Up 

Editor of House Magazine. Up to (Lab. Glasgow Kelvin) to £15,000. Weekly column far the 

£15,000. Regular co lumn, Mod on Sim- Simd^Etpress.UptofiWJJOOfor 

Roseau na Cunningham day ■ Up to £55,000. six months. 


correspondent for The Dotty Tele- 
graph; and Martin Linton wrote for 
The Guardian. 

The pattern is repeated in gov- 
ernment, with the Trade and In- 
dustry Ministers Brian Wilson and 
Michael Wills, the Welsh Secretary 
Ahm Michael and, last but never 
least, tiieSpinnidstahhnsrit Pfeter 
Mandelson, who famously earned 


John Birt 

The traffic until recently has 
almost always been one way with 
Parliament somehow seem as an 
elevation from the grubby trade, fait 
now an increasing number of MPs 
have spotted that they can make' a 
decent living as columnists, diarists 
and even TV presenters should they 
ever end 19 on the dole. Matthew 
Parris, the fanner Tory MR has 
made a highly successful tranrition 
to become The Times* Commons 


sketch writer; while Michael Portillo 

has made a series of films for 
Channel Fouc 

Lord Hattersley stresses that 
there is a distinction between 
professional journalists who return 
tothefr first love and those MPs who 
simply try their hand at it occa- 
sionally “I actually regret that there 
are so few genuine writing MPs 
because politics and literature ought 
to go together;” he said. “1 think if 
they’re good at it, the public don’t 
mind. What the public don’t like is 
potitid? ^trading on their feme and 
little else. Era Baker’s book on 
Conservative poets was an embar- 
rassment and a flop. But if MPs can 
earn a bfrof money from it, tiueywilL 
It keeps them off the streets, I 
suppose.” 

Maybe the reason for the switch 
over to jouraahsn as a fallback 
career is hidden ki the frequent opin- 
ion polls that MPs read. They show 
that journalists are truly loathed by 
the public, but that they hate politi- 
cians the most 
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Michelin 
honours 
poetic 
chef of 
Auvergne 


A SELF-TAUGHT chef who 
finds inspiration - and wild 
herbs - while running in his 
native hills in the southern 
Auvergne won the highest 
accolade in French cookery 
yesterday. 

Michel Bras, 52, was given 
the coveted third Michelm star 
for his mountain-top, hotel- 
restaurant near La guide, 
3,700ft up in the Aveyron hills 
of south-western France. 

His elevation by the 1999 
Michelin Guide marks a - 
possibly deliberate - turning 
away from the globe-trotting, 
superstar chefs who have 
made the gastronomic news in 
France in recent years, Mr 
Bras, who learnt cooking 
mostly from his mother, spe- 
cialises in elaborate versions of 
regional dishes and rarefy 
strays from home territory. 

Bespectacled and given to 
poetic utterances, Mr Bras is 
known, to his annoyance, as 
the “herbalist" of French 
cooking. His use of wild and 
unusual plants, such as 
meadow-sweet, started a 
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At last, a good 
hairdresser 


STREET LIFE 


SAMOTECHNY LANE 


SINCE LAST August’s, eco- 
nomic crash, some Russians 
have had the faith and oour- 


U would be an exaggeration to 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 

herbal trend among better- 
known, and more expensive, 
restaurants in the big cities. 

“I run several times a week 
in the mountains and it is from 
these runs that I harvest ideas 
and emotions, n he said last 
week, when news of his prob- 
able enoblement by Michelin 
leaked out “That’s how I dis- 
covered meadow-sweet I still 
dearly remember the circum- 
stances of this encounter- the 
sky the light and that leaden 
scent heavy with honey.” 

Mr Bras is best known for 
two dishes, “Biscuit de choco- 
lat coulant” (Biscuit of melted 
chocolate) and “Gargomllou 
de jeunes legumes” (which 
means, literally, a gargling or 
bubbling of young vegetables) . 
His restaurant maintains the 
informality of a country inn: 
customers are invited to dean 
their knife and fork on a piece 
of bread between courses. 

Prices, although hardly 
cheap, are reasonable com- 




Michel Bras, whose restaurant near Lagniole, sooth-western franco, has joined the Michelm 6!ite 


pared with those of most two- 
or three-star restaurants. A 
lunchtime menu, eaten while 
enjoying panoramic views 
over die hiDs, costs £22. A din- 
ner menu costs £66. 

Mr Bras bemoans the cost 
of gastronomic meals in (he 
swankier; Michelin-starred 
restaurants in large cities, 
which charge up to £150 a 


head for their cheapest menu. 

py finding his inspiration in 
nature, Michel Bras says he 
hopes to express through his 
food “a climate, a freedom of 
expression, a sense of won- 
derment, a joie de mure”. He 
compares his cooking to jazz 
“for its architecture... its fluid 
elegance, its silences”. 

More prosaically he says 


he learnt to love food at the 
Mtrlran table during his child- 
hood. If he wasted a piece of 
bread, he would be rapped 
across the knuckles. 

He joins 20 other three-star 
restaurants in France. No 
other chef was promoted to 
the premier division this year; 
but one, Marc Meneau, of the 
DEspgrance at Saint-Pfcre- 


sou&Ydzelay was denoted to 
two stars. Britain has the 
same three, three-star restau- 
rants as last yean 

The main innovation of this 
year’s guide, published tomor- 
row, is the induskm erf 30 Paris 
restaurants in the category of 
inexpensive but wholesome 
regional restaurants, marked 
by a small Michelm man. 


Kosovar villagers flee Yugoslav military 


YUGOSLAV SOLDIERS and 
police appear to be clearing vil- 
lages in Kosovo along the bor- 
der with Macedonia of their 
Albanian inhabitants. 

About 5,000 villagers, fearing 
military attack, have fled their 
homes in the past few days, 
seeking refuge across the bor- 
der with friends and neigh- 
bours. Many, however, are 
camping outdoors within the 


ByEMMADALY 

inGepre 

borders of Kosovo. In one gulfy 
women and children waited as 
their men cut down branches 
for temporary shelters. 

The group of 300 had come 
from the village of Gsyre, dose 
to the main road leading south 
from the province’s capital, 
Pristina, to Macedonia. They 


were preparing to spend a sec- 
onded in the snow. Badrfn the 
village, rebel fighters from the 
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) 
patrolled the streets, but few 
civilians remain. Ismet Calaku, 
who returned yesterday to find 
the body erf his brother - pre- 
sumably shot dead by Ybgrolav 
forces attacking the village - 
sakt “Where can we go? Do you 
think we are safe anywhere?” 


Further north, nearthe village 
of Vehka Hoca, international 
mediators succeeded in pre- 
venting a feared attack by the 
Sob security forces, after the 
murder of a Serb civilian. KLA 
members yesterday handed 
over the body of the Seth, who 
was taken hostage last week 
They released his companion, 
who had been badly beaten. 

The exchange was negotiat- 


ed by verifiers from the 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. Both 
Serbs were from VelikaHoca, a 
Serb enclave on ahiH held by the 
KLA. The two were kidnapped 
after the seizure last week of 
three Albanians, two of whom 
were found dead yesterday. 
■The Foreign Secretary; Robin 
Code, who begins a three-day 
visit to Russia today; wifi at- 


tempt to persuade Moscow to 
contribute troops to Kosovo - 
something seen as a crucial 
ingredient in securing accep- 
tance by the Yugoslav Presi- 
dent, Slobodan Milosevic, of a 
foreign peace-keeping force. 
But Mr Cook will have to over- 
come Russian hostility to the 
overall Nato command of the 
force demanded by alliance 
members, led by the US. 


arrived. Rather; a few ven- 
tures are tentative 
like snowdrops pushing up 
from under snow. 

Of two in the Samotechny 
Lane area, oneis a new hair- 
dressing salon. Before Alex- 
ander opened “Persona Lab”, 
we all used to go to Aunt 
Lyuda’s. She may have been 
a wizard at dyeing the bee- 
hives of the local female 
trolley-bus drivers. But she 
always made a mess- of my 
simple bob. Then I would go 
to some flashy haunt of the 
New Russians and pay $100 
(£65) to have my hair “cor- 
rected”. Outrage at the price, 
however; would mean that 
next time I was back with the 
trolley-bus drivers, trusting 
my hair to the cheap and 
cheerful Lyuda. 

. Alexander now offers an 
exit from that vicious circle. 
Just before Christmas, he 
opened a salon giving the kind 
of cuts he learnt while study- 
ing in Loudon, at prices that 
middle-class Russians, at 
least, can afford. He econo- 
mised cm decor -the walla are 
white - to concentrate cm styl- 
ish catting. “Everything was 
overblown before,” he said. 
“Who could' afford those 
inflated prices?” Now he has 
a steady streani of clients, 
able to pay the equivalent of 
$30, and is feeling optimistic. 

Further down the road is 
Belinda. It used to be the big- 
gest supermarket in the area 
and, frankly; was a bad joke. 
You had to be a masochist to 
shop there. The prices for the 
imported groceries were 
astronomical, yet the service 
was positively abusive. 

When the rouble plunged, a 
fanny thing happened. For 
two short weeks in September; 
Belinda, which still had stocks 
at old prices, became the 
cheapest shop m the area. 
Word spread quickly. Poor 
housewives flocked, there to 
stock up on rice and macaroni 


and try perhaps for the first 
time, more exotic items such 
as pfltd de fobs gras. 

When the last goods were 
sold off, Belinda went out of 
business. Since then, a lot of 
renovation has been going on. 
Last week, Italian leather 
sofas went in. Then shelves 
with cheap mugs, washing 
powder and shampoo app- 
eared. What was going on? 

I walked in. A young assis- 
tant called Dima greeted me 
with a smile. In the back, I met 
Maria Belova, the equally wel- 
coming manageress. “Down 
boy,” she commanded the 
blade alsatian at her side. He 
was not a guard dog, she said, 
but a stray she had found 
injured and adopted. The 
atmosphere in the shop had 
certainly become friendlier 

What gave Ms Belova, who 
used to work in a Russian 
jewellery factory and also 
lived for a whBe in London, the 
confidence to open her own 
store after other entrepre- 
neurs had been bitten? “We 
can’t just sit and accept that 
our country is going down the 
drain. We have to try again.” 

Ms Belova, smart in a 
black and white hound-tooth 
(becked suit, said lessons had 
been learnt from the crisis. 
“Businesses should not try to 
make too much money too 
fast They should deal with 
reliable partners. And they 
should be flexible ” 

She went on to explain how 
she was creating a mini - 
department store, with a 
range of goods from expensive 
furniture to the cheapest 
household items. “We will 
watch and see what is popu- 
lar. Later we might concen- 
trate on one thing or another:” 

So for; customers are look- 
ing at the sofas as if they were 
museum pieces but they are 
snapping up the floral mugs at 
60 roubles (£2) each. “Interna- 
tional Women’s Day is coming 
up on 8 March,” said Ms Belo- 
va. “Ebr husbands wanting a 
change from the regulation 
three red tulips, the mugs 
make nice little presents for 
their wives.” 

HELEN WOMACK 
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into the smallest 
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That's the average return earned by Virgin Growth PEP customers who 
started investing when we launched four years ago. 

Now, we can't guarantee an incredible performance like that in the 
future. No one can. 

But what we can guarantee is a proven approach to investment which 
has kept the Virgin Growth PEP among the very best, month after month, 
year after year. 

• 0 a year. 
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Virgin Direct Personal Financial Service Ltd is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority: The price of units and any Income from them can go down 
as wen as up and you may not got bade the amount you invest Peat performance Is not necessarily a guide to the future, you can Invest hi a pep right up 
until 5 April 1999 when they wll' attract the same tax benefits as the new Individual Savings Account All alb am recorded and monitored. Source: 
Standard & Poor's MEcropal. wwwjrtcropaLcom, single Investment 6-3.95 to 15259. grots Income reinvested. 
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New films 


LOVED (15) 

Direction Bin Digram 

Starring: Robin Wright Perm, William Hurt 

Erin Dignam’s Loved has been collecting: dust on 

*£trvbutors’ shelves forneariy two years now. Not 

because it's bad, one imagines, bat because it’s so 

subtly u n c to ssi fi ahte, so removed from the stock 

methods of tarlcliqg ftg volatile Subject rnaw^r 


TITANIC TOWN 05) 

Director. Roger MfcheR 

Starring: Julie Walters, Nuala O'Neill 

All aboard forTOrcubtes-Mt Bettast, area 1972. Tie 


otbec Cmtiaos are dying in t&e crossfire. JuDe 
Vfelters’s local mum lobbies for a ceasefire and is 


upon by WnHam Hurt’s lawyer to testify 
against her brutal fanner boyfriend. Loved 
deliberately evades the hectoring qualify that 

fiidssomaqyTynTOvies Tnsfo ftri fc painte rhar jaari 

and troubled relationships for what they are: 
compkac,p«wkalaiHliri^lricabfyeaitwirifid. 
West Etui- ABC Shaftesbury Avenue 

PAINTED ANGELS (15) 

Director Jon Sanders 
Starring: Kelly McGiHls, Brenda Ricker 
The angels are whores; the paint from the 
gltoamierendaf the palette. JraSsmkTs’reviskmist 
western revolves around a frontier brothel presided 
over by Brenda Flicker's no-nonsense madam 
Earthy, naturalistic acting goes hand in hand with 
Gerald Packer's evocative visuals, though the 


based fidde is wdl-intentiwoed, butirsfaintfyfight- 
weight too. Ibra film implkatfyabout rage, waste 

amt h uman passions IPs krwrtn dramatic oomph. 
West End- ABC Swiss Centre. Local KSburn 
Tricycle Cinema 

URBAN LEGEND (18) 

Director. Jamie Blanks 
Starring: Jared Leto, Alicia Witt 
As 1978’s Halloween spawned a crop of shabby 
wannabes, soTfes Cravafs Scream is siting itsown 
hreedofmovierunfe&iteriMm 


<5 


West End: ABC Piccadilly, Renoir 

PERDITA DURANGO (18) 

Director Alex De La Iglesia 
Starring: Rosie Pdrez. Javier Bardem 
Alex De La Igiesia's quasi sequel to David Lynch’s 
Wild at Heart is a strutting Tfex-Mex capex; 
tequDa-ed to the gin;; and running on a kind of 
posturing wackiness. Rosie P6rez acquits herself 
well as the vixenish heroine who abducts a pair of 
all-American virgins, while Live Flesh’s Javier 
Bardem simply glowers from beneath a ccmetfywig. 
It’s camp, garish and annoyin gly entertaining 
West End- Clapham Picture House, Metro, Odeon 
Camden Toum, Virgin Haymarket 

THE THIN RED LINE (15) 

Director, Tone nee Malick 

Starring: Sean Penn, 'Nick NoJte 

See The Independent Recommends, right 

West End- Odeon Leicester Square 


twists and invokes in much the same way that its 
campus killer mimics the crimes of popular myth. 
The result is strangely bland and ineansequentiaL 

West End: UCI Whiteleys., Virgin Fulham Road, 
Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village West End 
And local cinemas 

YOU’VE GOT MAIL CPG) 

Director Nora Ephron 
Starring: Tom Hanks, Meg Ryan 
Rifling off her eariiex; mare assured Sleepless in 
Seattle. Ephron ushers seasoned pros Hanks and 
Ryan through a contrived romanfic comedy that’s 
zapped out of its old-fashioned rut fay a shrewd 
Internet {dot book. Hanks and Ryan squabble in 
daily Bfe and get all gooey outline, resulting in a 
brew that is soft, sludgy and just sBghtfy cm the turn. 
West End : ABC Tottenham Court Rood, 
BarfricanScreen, Ctapfaim Picture House, Odeon 
Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Screen on 
Baker Street, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, 
Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Haymarket, 
Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village West 
End. And local cinemas 

Xan Brooks 


t 


General Release 


AFFLICTION (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End: ABC Shaftesbury Avenue, Chelsea 
Cinema, Renoir 

ANTZ (PG) 

If nothing else, this computer-animated trifle is 
surely the most unlikely Woody Allen movie we 
will ever see. Repertory; Prince Charles. And 
local cinemas 

BUFFALO 66 (15) 

As promising as it is, Vincent Gallo’s film about 
an ex-con (played by himself) who kidnaps a 
fo, dancer (Christina Rico) in order to convince bis 
parents that he is married, doesn't measure up 
to its influences. West End- ABC Swiss Centre 

A BUG’S LIFE (U) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

Vfest End ABC 'IWtenham Court Road, Clapham 
Picture House, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Mezzanine, Odeon Swiss Cottage. Plaza, Ritzy 
Cinema UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea Virgin 
Trocadero, Warner Village West End. 
And local cinemas 

BULWORTH (18) 

Warren Beatty's satire is crude and 
condescending on occasion, yet genuinely 
audacious and committed too. West End: Odeon 
Kensington. Ritey Cinema Virgin Trocadero 

DON’T GO BREAKING MY HEART (PG) 

— This arthritic antique of a romantic weepie 
** wheezes on towards a finale so predictable that 
you'd have to be dead not to see it coming. West 
End Ode on Kensington, Warner VWage West 
End And local cinemas 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Will Smith's fall-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman's pensioned- off Pentagon warhorse, 
probes a political cover-up and gets embroiled in 
ail manner of Big Brother-type trouble. West 
End: Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Marble Arch. Virgin Trocadero. And 
local cinemas 

HIDEOUS KINKY (15) 

Through the teeming orange/ red/ turquoise 
backdrop of 1970s Morocco treads Kate Winslet's 
hippie single mum, ho- two daughters unwilling- 
ly in tow. Winslet does well with a cbange-of-pace 
role as the tale's permanently strung-out, unsated 
matriarch and the child stars are startlingly 
, £Ood. West End- Curzon Soho, Cttrson Minema, 
ideon Swiss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Fulham Road And local cinemas 

HILARY AND JACKIE 115) 

FUU-throttJe playing from Rachel Griffiths and 
Emily Watson sustains Anand Dicker's warts-and- 
all biopic of the Du Pre sisters. West End 
Curzon Soho. And local cinemas 

HOLY MAN (PG) 

JeffGokWum plays Rx*y.a scuaball TV executive, 
^tearful for his job, Ricfy uses spiritual wanderer 
G (Eddie Murphy) as a frontman on his shopping 
show and sales go through the root G, in turn, 
teaches Ricky a few soulful lessons; you know about 
Hfc and stuff Parts ofHoly Man are very funny but 
tiw film newer quite finds the right tone. West End 
( .,j Odeon Marble Arch. Virgin Trocadero. Warner 
S llkigeW^Erid. And local cinemas 

HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK (151 
Essentially this is Shirley Valentine with an Afro- 
American spin but Angela Bassett works hard to 
make an impression among the slide-show of 
tourist-brochure visuals. West End Ritzy 
Cinema Virgin Trocadero. And local cinemas 


The independent Recommends 

the Five best Films the Five Best plays the five best Shows 


The Thin Red Line (15) 

Terrence Malick returns to the screen after a 
20-year absence with a hugely ambitious film 
about the battle of Guadalcanal. A war movie of 
a sort, though what that sort might be is uncertain. 

Life is Beautiful (La Vkai Bella) (PG) 
Roberto Benign! directs and stars in this tragicomic 
fable about an Italian Jewwbo tries to shield his boy 
from the horrors of a Nazi concentration camp by 
pretending that his an el a borate game. 

Shakespeare in Love (1 5) 

This enjoyable romp suggests bow romance fired 
Shakespeare with the creative inspiration for 
Romeo and JuSet. Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth 
Paltrow head a multi-star cast. 


A Bug’s Life (U) 

Less sophisticated and more 
Chfld -friendly than . Antr l this 
animated feature (rig tu) spins 
an enjoyable yam about an ant 
colony and its battle to survive. 
Kevin Spacey provides the 
voice of the chief grasshopper. 


Affliction (15) 

Paul Schrader’s bleak study in fatherhood and 
fatalism, adapted from Russell Banks's novel, 
stars Nick Nolle as a man struggling to escape the 
influence of his violent dad (James Coburn). 

Anthony Quinn 




feast 

(Royal Court at 7 be Ambassador’s, London) 
So you thought that the comic fascination of a 
mass-production bakery in 1970s Hull was 
somewhat fimited? Richard Bean’s delightfully 
funny play proves you wrong. To 6 Mar 


Copenhagen 

(Duchess Theatre. 
London) 

Michael Frayn’s profound 
and haunting meditation 
on science, morality and 
the mysteries of human " 
motivation (right). 
lb 7 Aug 


Oklahoma! (Lyceum Theatre, London) 

Widely regarded as the best ever, Trevor Nunn’s 
glorious production of the Rodgers and Hammersiein 
classic fully deserves its West End transfer. To 26 Jun 

The Winter’s Thle (RSC. Stratford) 

An amazingly rich and complex performance 
from Antony Sher in Gregory Doran's 
Romanov-style production. In rep to 4 Mar 

Hushabye Mountain 

(Gardner Arts Centre. Brighton) 

Dying of Aids and living with Aids: Jonathan 
Harvey’s witty, sad and uneven new play looks at 
the disease in two eras. To 6 Mar 

Paul Taylor 




-. Monet in the 20th 
Century (Royal 
.Academy) 

He lived until 1926. The 
gardens and lQy ponds at 
' Grrary dissolve into 
elemental visions: Gay lights, haze, liquid 
- reflections, voids and depths. The strange Iasi 
Works erf Impresaomsm {iigu).Tbl8Apr 

'Portraits by Ingres (National Gallery) 
Some of the most intense poruailure ever. TOwnen: 
exquisite m&mges of flesh and fabric, dreams of 
sex and money 7b 25 Apr 

Patrick Caulfield (Hayward Gallery) 

_ ’.The modern-object .world made Imninous. Caulfield 

sb virtuoso of many styles, and this retrospective 
offers the range - notably, those fat, laconic outlines 
flooded with translucent colour. Toll Apr 

Peter Doig& Udomsak Krisanamis 

(Fruitmarket, Edinburgh) 

Two painters collaborate. Doi^s sizzling, curdling, 
overloaded landscapes mix with Krisanamis’s 
- collages of culluiai detritus and noodles. To 27 Mar 

Aubrey Beardsley 

(Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool) 

Drawings, prints and posters from the short and 
brilliant career of the 1890s aesthete and illustrator, 
with uniquely sinuous, florid line. To 11 Apr 

TOM LUBBOCK 


I THINK I DO (15) 

Ah, tiie wedding caper An excuse for reunions, 
for an ensemble cast, tor the tensions of etiquette 
against emotion. Wdter-directar Brian Sloan 
ticks all the right boxes during this spry baby- 
boomer outing, and yet it's too hyperactive and 
ingratiating. Wist End- ABC Swiss Centre 

JACK FROST CPG) 

The respective trajectories of two stars meet in 
this out-of-season Yuletide caper On the way down 
goes M ichael Keaton asaseffobsessedbhaes-man 
who dies and is reincarnated as a snowman. And 
on the way up is The Full Monty’s Mark Addy as 
his safcof-theearth best mate. Ebnnula ton is had 
by alL West End UCI Whiteleys, Warner Village 
West End And local cinemas 

LffE IS BEAUTIFUL (LA VITA E BELLA) (PG) 
See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End: Clapham Picture House, Curzon 
Mayfbin Gate Netting Hill, Odem Kensington, Ritzy 
Cbierna, Screen on the HiU, UCJ Whiteleys, Vbyin 
Chelsea, Virgin Haymarket And local cinemas 

LITTLE VOICE (15) 

Holed up in her bedroom, timid North Country 
sparrow LV (Jane Horrocks) perfects strident 
Shirley Bassey/Judy Garland impersonations. 
Bracing black comedy, Horrocks's vocal 
pyrotechnics, plus a marvellously weighted turn 
from Michael Caine push It through to the final 
curtain. West End: ABC WUenham Court Road, 
Odeon Camden Ttium, Odeon Swiss Cottage, 
Odeon West End, VirginFulham Road. Repertory: 
Riverside Studios Cinema. And local cinemas 

THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

Dm Roos’s harum-scarum trip through American 
gender politics leans heavily on a fire-cracker 
performance from Christina Ricci as the dastardfy 
teen whose precocious antics send the adults 
(Martin Donovan, lisa Kudrowi into a state. 
West End UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Rood, 
Warner VUlage West End And local cinemas 

K (PI) (15) 

What sustains K is the pure-blood ingenuity of its 
central conceit, its ongoing “mathematics is the 
language of nature” mantra and the louche, too- 
cool-for-scbool demeanour: It all adds up. West 
End: ABC Ponton Street 

PRACTICAL MAGIC (12) 

Essentially a sibling soap-opera with a dash of 
mumbo -jumbo. Practical Magic sees Sandra 
Bullock and Nicole Kidman cast as two 
mismatched sisters raised from a tine of- 
witches. Erid- l^rner VQlc^ End 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End ABC Tottenham Court Road Clapham 
Picture HousdBmptreLeiae star Square, Wotting 
HiU Coronet, Odeon Camden Town, Odeon 
Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Softer Street 
Screen on the Green, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
fbftam Road, Virgin Trocadero. Repertory; 
Phoenix Cinema. And local dawms 

THIS YEAR’S LOVE (18) 

A cast of Britain’s finest (Kathy Burke, Jan Hart 
Doug Henshall et all weave to and fro through 
David Kane's Camden-set essay on urban 
romance. Kane’s screoiplqy is generally witty and 
well-observed but the film cranks what might have 
been a sublime one-hour teleplay into double its 
natural length. Still, that’s modern romance for 
you. You can't Gt it into tidy boxes. West End 
BarbiccmScreenCkephamPic^£reHowse,Odeon 
Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage , Odeon Wfest 
End, Ritzy Cinema. UCI Whitdeys , Virgin 
Chelsea. And local cinemas 


CINEMA 

West end 


ABC HINTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) & Piccadilly 
Qrcus EHzabettt 2.15pm. 5.1 5pm. 
8.15pm Lock, Stock A IWo 
Smoking Barrels 1 .1 5pm. 
3.40pm. 6.10pm, 8.35pm My 
Name b -Joe 6-20pm, 8.40pm K 
(PI) 1 30pm. 335pm. 6.15pm, 
8.45pm 

ABC PICCADIUy 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm) 
Piccadilly Orcus Hamam: The 
Turkish Bath 1.25pm. 6.15pm 
Painted Angels 1.10pm, 3.40pm, 
6.05pm. 8.30pm There's 

Something About Mary 335pm, 
830pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) •» Leicester 
Squa re/Tottenham Court Road 
Affliction 1.10pm, 3.40pm, 

6.05pm, 8.30pm Loved 135pm, 
4pm, 635pm. 8.50pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) e Leicester 
Squara^Pkcadlly Orcus Buffalo 
66 4pm, 8.40pm Hotel du Nord 
1.40pm, 6.30pm I Think I Do 
1.10pm, 3.10pm, 5.10pm. 

7.10pm. 9.10pm Titanic Town 
2.05pm, 425pm. 6.40pm, 

8.55pm La Vie Rente des Anges 
1 .25pm, 3.45pm. 6.05pm. 

8.25pm ‘ 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) •©■ Tottenham 
Court Road A Bug's Life 1 30pm, 
4.05pm, 6.45pm Little Voice 9pm . 
Shakespeare hi Love 1.10pm, 
3.45pm, 6.30pm, 935pm feu*ve 
Got M@fl 1pm, 330pm. 6.30pm, 
9.15pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) O Barbican This 
Year’s Love 6pm, 8.40pm Ybu'we 
Got WUgffl 6pm, 8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171 -351 3742) O 5Ioane Square 
Affliction 1 ,35pm, 3.55pm, 

6.20pm. 8.45pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) «■ Clapham 
Common A Bug's Life 1.45pm, 
4.10pm La Via £ Bella 6.40pm. 
9.10pm Ferdica Durango 9.30pm 
(+ Short: Grandpa) Shakespeare 
bi Love 1.45pm, 4.15pm. 7pm 
This Year’s Love 1.30pm, 4.20pm. 
630pm. 9.10pm (+ Short: Tunnel 
of love) Ybu’we Got 
1.15pm. 4pm, 6.30pm, 9pm 


CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171 -369 1 720) -O Green Park La 
Via £ Bella 1pm. 3.30pm. 6pm, 
8.40pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) & Hyde Rarfe 
Corner/Knigti tsbrid ge Hideous 
Kinky 3pm. 5pm. 7pm. 9pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12noon-6pm)) 
O Leicester Square/Tot ten ham 
Court Road Hideous Kinky 
1.45pm. 4.15pm, 6.45pm. 9pm 
Hilary mid Jackie 1.30pm, 4pm. 
630pm. 9.15pm Ybur Friends 
and Neighbors 1.15pm. 3.15pm, 
5.15pm. 7.15pm. 9.30pm 

BHP1RE LEICESTER SOUARE 

(0990-88B990) O Leicester 
Square Meet Joe Black 12noon, 
3.40pm. 730pm The Prince of 
Egypt 3.15pm. 6pm. 8.15pm 
Shakespeare In Lowe 12.15pm. 
3pm. 5.50pm. 8.45pm 

GATE NOmNO HILL 

(0171-727 4043) ■©■ Not ting Hffl 
Gate La Vita 4 Bella 4.05pm. 
6.30pm, 8.55pm La Vie Rev£e 
des Anges 1.50pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) O Piccadilly 
Grnis/Ldcester Square Renflta 
Durango 3pm. 5pm. 7pm. 9pm 
tour Friends and Neighbors 2pm, 
4.1 5pm. G.30pm. 8.45pm 

NOTTINe HIU CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) -O Netting HE 
Gate Shakespeare -In Love 
2.45pm, 5.45pm, 8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) O Camden Town 
A Bug’s Life 12 noon, 2.20pm, 
4.40pm, 630pm Uttie Voice 
8,50pm Perdlta Durango 
12.20pm, 3pm, 5-40pm. 8.45pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.15pm. 
2.55pm. 5.45pm, 8.25pm This 
Year's Love 1235pm. 3.25pm. 
6.05pm, 9pm Ybu"ve Got M@fl 
12.25pm, 3pm. 5.50pm, 8.35pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705*050007) Piccadilly 

Circus Stepmom 1 235pm. 
3.10pm. 5.50pm, 8.30pm 


ODEON KENSINGTON 
(08705-050007) O High Street 
Kensington A Bug’s life 1 1.45am, 

2.1 5pm. 4,45pm, 7.1 5pm, 

9.45pm Don't Go Breaking my 
Heart 2.40pm. 5pm. 730pm. 
9.40pm La VRa 6 Bella 1.40pm. 

4 .2 Open. 7pm, 9.40pm 
Shakespeare hi Love 1230pm, 
3.25pm, 630pm, 9.15pm This 
Year’s Love 1 .40pm, 430pm. 
7pm, 9.40pm \bu*ve Got M@fl 
1 2.45pm. 3.40pm, 635pm, 

9.30pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SOUARE 

(08705-050007) O- Leicester 
Square The Thbi Red Line 
12.40pm, 4,10pm, 7.45pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) Marble Arch A 
Bug's Life 1.55pm, 4.20pm, 
6.45pm. 9.10pm Enemy of the 
State 12.40pm, 335pm. 6.15pm. 
9.05pm Shakespeare In Love 
1230pm, 335pm. 630pm, 

9.10pm This Thar's Love 1.25pm, 
4pm. 6.40pm. 9.1 5pm YfouVe Got 
M@ii 12.45pm. 3.30pm, 6.10pm, 
9pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) e Lricester 
Square A Bug's Life 2.10pm, 
420pm, 6.35pm. 8.40pm 

Elizabeth 12.35pm, 3.05pm. 

535pm. 820pm Lock, Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrels 125pm, 
335pm. 6.20pm, 8.45pm The 
Siege 1.15pm, 3.40pm, 6.05pm, 
830pm There's Something About 
Mary 12.45pm, 3.15pm, 5.45pm. 
8.20pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) «■ Swiss Cottage 
A Bug’s Life 12.15pm. 2.30pm, 
4.45pm, 635pm Fear and 

Loathing In Las Vegas 1pm, 
330pm, 6pm. 8.30pm Little 
Voice 9pm Shakespeare In Love 
12.10pm, 235pm, 5.40pm, 

825pm Stepmom 1 ,20pm. 

6.15pm This Year’s Love 
1235pm, 325pm. 5.55pm. 

835pm Your Friends and 
Neighbors 4pm, 835pm You’ve 
Got M®« 12.15pm. 2.45pm. 
530pm, 8.15pm 

ODEON WEST BID 

(08705-050007) o Leicester 

Square Little Voice 1.55pm. 
4.10pm. 6.30pm. 8.55pm Tins 
Thar’s Love 1.15pm, 3.40pm, 
6.15pm, 830pm 

PEPSI MAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) ^ Piccadilly 
Orcus Everest 4.45pm, 9.05pm 
L5 (MAX) 2.40pm. 7pm T-Rec 
Back to the Cretaceous (3-D) 
1.35pm, 3.40pm. 5.45pm, 8pm, 
10.05pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) «■ PiccatfiDy Orcus 
Babe: Pig in the Gty 12.40pm A 
Bug's Life 1 ,35pm, 4pm. 630pm, 
9pm Saving Private Ryan 3pm. 
730pm Star Tfefc: insurrection 
1.20pm. 3.40pm. 8.30pm The 
Human Show 1pm, 3.15pm, 
6.15pm, 8.45pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) O Russell 

Square Affliction 1 .35pm, 
3.55pm, 6.20pm, 8.45pm Painted 
Angels 1.50pm. 4.10pm, 6.35pm, 
8.55pm 

* RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/'O- Brixton A 
Bug's Life 1 30pm. 4pm. 6.05pm. 
8.10pm The Ocy 7pm (+ O & AJ 
La Vita 4 Bella 1.45pm. 4.15pm. 
6.45pm. 9.15pm Shakespeare in - 
Love 2pm, 4.25pm. 6.50pm, 
925pm This Year's Love 2.1 5pm. 
4.35pm; 635pm, 9.10pm Three 
3.30pm. 9.25pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) O Baker Street 
Shakespeare in Love 3pm, 6pm, 
8.30pm feu've Got M@8 3.35pm, 
6.1 (ham. 8.40pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) * Highbury & 

Islington Shakespeare in Love 
3.35pm. 620pm. 9pm 

SCRSN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) * Befene Park 
La Vita £ Bella 2.15pm, 4.30pm, 
6.50pm. 9.15pm 

Ua WHITELEYS 
(0990-888990) e Baywater A 
Bug’s Life 1.40pm, 4.40pm, 
7.10pm, 9.40pm Hideous Kinky 
2.10pm. 430pm, 7pm, 9.3(^jm La 
Vita h Bella 12.1 Opm. 3pm, 
5.50pm. 8.4C^wn Madeline 

120pm The Opposite of Sex 
9.55pm The Prince of Egypt 
10,45am Shakespeare in Love 
12.50pm, 3.40pm. 6.35pm. 

9.20pm Stepmom 3.30pm, 
6.45pm This Year’s Love 1pm. 
3.50pm. 620pm. 9.10pm Urban 
Legend 2.30pm, 4.50pm. 7.20pm, 
9.40pm You’ve Got M@fT 
12.30pm, 3.20pm, 6.10pm. 9pm 


VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) « Sloanc 

Square/Souch Kensington A Bug’s 
Life 1225pm. 2.35pm, 4.55pm. 
7.10pm. 930pm La Vita 4 Be6a 
1.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 9pm 
This Year’s Love 1 .45pm, 4. 1 5pm. 
7pm, 920pm Hbu’ve Got M@fl 
12.30pm, 3.15pm, 6pm, 8.45pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711} o South 

Kensington Hideous Kinky 
220pm. 4.40pm. 7pm, 920pm 
Lkde Voice 1.30pm. 3.40pm, 
620pm. 830pm The Opposite oF 
Sex 2pm. 4.10pm, 6.35pm. 

830pm Shakespeare in Love 
1pm, 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 8.55pm 
Urban Legend 2.10pm, 4.30pm, 
7pm, 9.30pm You’ve Got M@Q 
1.15pm. 3.55pm, 6.30pm. 9.15pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) & Ptocadffly Orcus 
La Vka e Befla 1230pm. 320pm. 
530pm. 825pm Perdlta Durango 
1225pm, 3.05pm. 5.45pm. 830pm 
You’ve Got M@a 12.40pm. 
3.15pm. 535pm. 8.45pm 


2.50pm. 5.4(^xn, 


VIRGIN TROCADERO , 

(0870-907 0716) e Piccadilly 
Orcus A Bug’s Life 12.50pm. 
3.10pm, 5.40pm, 8.10pm 

Bui worth ipm, 3.30pm, 5.50pm. 
820pm Enemy of. (he State 
12 noon, 2.50pm, 5.40pm, 8.30pm 
Holy Man 1pm. 3.40pm, 6.20pm. 
9pm Shakespeare .. in Lowe 
12noon, 2.40pm. 530pm. 8.20pm 
Urban Legend 12.50pm, 3.30pm, 
6.10pm, 3.40pm YwVe Got M@fl 
12.10pm, " 

830pm 

mmunbi village west end 

(0171-437 4343) * Leicester 
Square A Bug’s Life 12.10pm. 
2.30pm. 430pm. 7pm Don’t Go 
Breaking my Heart 1 ,50pm, 
4.20pm. 6.35pm. 8.50pm Holy 
Man 1.10pm, 3<30pm. 6.20pm, 
9pm Jack Frost 1J30am, 2.05pm 
The Opposite of) Sex 12.50pm. 

330pm, 6.10pm, 8.40pm 

Practical Magic 13^xn, 4.15pm. 
6.55pm Urban Legend 1135am. 
2.10pm, 430pm, } 6.50pm. 

9.10pm Very Bad Things 1 ,40pm, 
4.10pm, 6.40pm, 9-05pm You've 
Got M®fl 12 noon. 1pm, 2.50pm. 
3.40pm, 5.40pm, 6.30pm, 

830pm. 920pm, 9.35pm. 

Cinema 

London locals 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) » Park Royal A 
Bug’s Ufe 12.05pm, 1.10pm, 
2.30pm, 3.30pm. 4.45pm. 53qpm. 
7.05pm, 8pm, 925pm Don't Go 
Breaking My Heart 6.35pm Holy 
Man 1.55pm. 4.35pm, 7.15pm, 
9.45pnr How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 7pm, 9.55pm Jack 
Frost 2.05pm, 4.20pm Madeline 
12.40pm. 2.45pm. 4.50pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1.15pm, 4.05pm. 
6.45pm, 935pm Stepmom 8.45 pm 
TWs Year’s Love 12.1 5pm, 2.40pm. 
4.55pm, 6.55pm. 9.05pm Urban 
Legend 2pm, 4.15pm, 6.35pm. 
9. 1 5pm lfou*ue Got Wl@a 12.1 Opm, 
3.10pm. 5.50pm, 8.30pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) O- High 
Barnet A Bug’s Life 2.20pm. 
430pm. 7pm, 9pm Hlay And Jack- 
ie 1 2.30pm. 6pm Little Voice 
3.15pm. 8.30pm Shakespeare hi 
Love 1pm, 3.25pm, 6.20pm. 
8.40pm This Year’s Love 1 .30pm. 
3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9pm You’Ve Got 
M@H 1.15pm, 3.45pm. 6.15pm,' 
8.45pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 902041 2)~ BR: Becken- 
ham Junction A Bug's Life 1 pm. 
3.45pm. 6.15pm Little Voice 
8.50pm Mighty Aphrodite 11am. 
6.20pm Shakespeare in Love 
1.20pm, 3,55pm, 8.30pm Ybu’ue 
GotM@il 1.45pm. 5.45pm, 8.35pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

ON EWORLD (0181-303 1550) BR: 
Bexleyheath A Bug's Life 1 ,1 5pm. 
2.05pm. 330pm, 4.15pm. 5.40pm. 
6.50pm, 7.50pm. 9.50pm Enemy 
of the State 9pm Holy Man 
12.30pm. 3.05pm. 9.50pm La Vita 
t Bella 1 ,25pm, 4.05pm. 6.45pm, 
9.25pm Little Voice 5.30pm, 
735pm Shakespeare in Love 
1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm 
Stepmom 1 20pm, 4pm. 6.45pm, 
9.35pm This Year’s Love 2.10pm. 
4.30pm. 7.2<^vn. 9.40pm Urban 
legend 12.45pm. 2.55pm, 5.10pm. 
725pm, 9.45pm MauVe Got M@H 
1 ,30pm. 4.05pm, 6.50pm. 9.20pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
Bromiey North/Bromley South A 
Bug's Ufe 2.10pm. 4.35pm, 
6.50pm, 9pm.Shatespearein Love 
1225pm. 3.05pm. 535pm, 8.40pm 
This Year's Love 125pm 4pm, 
6.25pm. 8.50pm You’ve Got M@f1 
12.20pm. 3pm, 5,45pm. 8.30pm 


CATFORD 

ABC (01 81 -698 3306) BR: Catford 
A Bug's Ufe Qmti Shakespeare In 
Love 230pm. 8.20pm Ybu’ve Got 
M@n 2.15pm. 5.15pm. B.ispm 

CROYDON . 

OOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: V/est/East Croydon Hilary And 
Jadde 3.15pm. 5.50pm, 8.25pm 

SAFARI (0181-688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon A Bug’s Ufe 5.40pm Lit- 
tle Voice 5.45pm. 8.10pm Step- 
mom 5.30pm, 8.1 5pm Zakhm 8pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0J 8 1-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon A Bug's 
Ufe 2.30pm, 3.40pm. 4.50pm,' 
6.10pm. 7.1 0pm, 8.30pm. 9.30pm 
Holy Man 720pm. 9.50pm Jack 
Frost 2.40pm, 5pm Madeline 
3.50pm. Shakespeare In Love 
3.10pm. 530pm. 8.40pm Sopmom 
6pm. 8.50pm This Year’s Love 
2pm. 430pm, 7pm, 9.40pm Urban 
Legend 1.50pm, 4. 10pm. 6.30pm. 
9.05pm You've Got M@I1 1.10pm, 
4pm. 6.40pm. 920pm 

DAGBiUAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592' 
2020) O Dagenham Heath way A 
Bug’s Life 2pm, 2.40pm, 4.T0pm, 
4.50pm, 620pm, 7pm, 8.30pm. 
9.10pm Don't Go Breaking My 
Heart 7.10pm HoN Man. 1 .40pm, 
4pm. 620pm, 8.40pm Jack Frost 
2.40pm, 430pm Little Voice 
‘ 920pm MadAte 2pm. 4pm Shake- 
speare in Love 2pm, 4.30pm. 7pm, 
9.40pm Stepmom 6.1 Opm. 8.50pm 
This Year’s Love 2^Kh)m. 5.10pm. 
7.30pm, 9.50pm Urban Legend 
3pm. 5.10pm. 720pm. 9.30pm 
Wre Got M@H 1 .40pm. 4.05pm. 
6.30pm, 9pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
90707 1 9) BR/B Ealing Broadway A 
Bug's Ufe 2pm. 4.30pm, 6.55pm 
Shakespeare In Love 2.30pm. 
520pm. 8.20pm This Year's Love 
920pm Kbii’ve Got M@H 2.20pm. 
5.40pm, 830pm 

EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) G- 
Edgware A Bug’s Ufe 2.10pm, 
4.15pm, 6.15pm Daag Phone for 
times Holy Man 230pm, 5.20pm. 
8.20pm Kadiche Dhaage Phone for 
times KUch Kuch Hota Hal Phone for 
times Aa Ab Laut Chalaki Rune for 
times Zakhm Phone for times 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY 1X3 12 (0990-888990) ■ 
■Q- Tottenham Hate Blade 1 1 .20pm 
A Bug’s Ufe 1.40pm, 2.15pm, 
3.05pm, 4pm, 4.45pm, 5.35pm; 
6.20pm. 7.15pm, 8.15pm, 9pm 
Don't Go Breaking My Heart 
530pm, 8.10pm. 1030pm Enemy 
of-the State 10.15pm Holy Man 
725pm, 1 0.05pm How Stfifta Got 
Her Groove Back 6.40pm. 925pm 
Jack Frost M Opm. 3.40pm Kachche 
Dhaage 6pm La Vita 6 BeBa 235pm. 
5.45pm, 8.40pm Little Vbioe 9.35pm 
Madefine 2.45pm, 5pn Shake$pure 
in Love 1.05pm. 3.50pm. 6.50pm, 
9.1 5pm Stepmom 330pm. 6.30pm, 
9.55pm This Khar's Love 320pm. 
6.10pm. 8.50pm Urban Legend 
2.35pm, 520pm. 7.40pm, 9.55pm 
KbuVe Got M@il 1 ,20pm. 4.15pm, 
7pm, 9.45pm 

ELEPHANT ft CASTLE 
CORONET (0171-703 4968) O 
Elephant & Castle The Add House 
3.45pm, 6.05pm. 825pm A Bug's 
Ufe 4pm. 6.30pm, 8.40pm Hideous 
Kinky 4.25pm, 6.30pm, 8.35pm 

FBTHAM 

CIN EWORLD THE MOVTES (0181- 
867 0555) BFt Feltham A Bug’s Ufe 
11am. 1 . 10 pm, 2.15pm, 320pm. 
430pm, 530pm. 6.45pm, 9pm 
Daag 3.15pm, 7.40pm Holy Man 
11.10am. 4.30pm. 7.05pm, 9,40pm 
Hum Aapke Dll Mein Rehte Haln 
11.15am. 2.45pm. 6pm. 925pm 
Kadiche Dhaage 11am. 2.40pm. 
6.05pm. 9.30pm Kaun 130pm, 
10.1 Opm Aa Ab Laut Chalaln 
1 1 .1 0am. 235pm, 6.1 5pm. 9^i5pm 
La Vita 4 Befla 1.10pm, 3.50pm. 
6.35pm. 9.10pm Little Vblce 
12.30pm. 2.45pm, 5pm, 7.10pm. 
920pm Shakespeareln Love.lpm, 
3.45pm. 6.45pm. 9.20pm Shahhed- 
E-Mohabbat 1 2 noon. 6.45pm Step- 
mom . 1 1 .1 5am, 2pm. 4.45pm, 
7.30pm This Year’s Love 1 1 .30am, 
1.45pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 8.55pm 
Urban Legend 12.05pm, 2.25pm. 
5pm, 720pm, 9.40pm You’ve Got 
M@il 11.10am. 130pm, 425pm, 
7.10pm, 9.35pm Zakhm 1 1 ,40pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (01 81 -446 
9344) O Rndtty Central A Bu^s Ufe 
2.30pm. 4.40pm, 520pm, 7.40pm. 
10pm Dbn’tGo BreaWng My Heart 
630pm Holy Mm 620pm. 9pm Jack 
Frost 1.30prcv4pmU VtaeBdla 
2pm, 7pm. 9.45pm Madeline 
1.50pm, 4.05pm Shakespeare in 
Lowe 1.10pm, 3.50pm. 6.50pm. 
9.40pm Stepmom 8.50pm This 
Khar's Lome 1 pm, 3,30pm. 6.1 Opm, 
9.30pm Urban Legend 1:40pm, 
4.10pm, 6.40pm. 9.1 Opm Kbi/ve Got 
M®H 2.50pm. 6.30pm. 920pm 


FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3059) •» Finchley Road A Bug’s Ufe 
1pm, 3.10pm, 5.55pm, 8.20pm 
Don’t Go Breaking My Heart 
2.1 0pm, 7.30pm Holy Man 1 ,50pm. 

' 4.20pm. 6.50pm, 9.40pm The Op- 
posite of Sex 12.40pm. 3pm. 
5.20pm. 7.40pm, 10pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1 2.50pm. 3.40pm. 
6.30pm. 9.20pm Stepmom 

4.30pm. 9.50pm This Year's Love 
. 1.1 0pm, 3.30pm, 6.05pm, 8.40pm 
Urban Legend 2.20pm. 4.40pm. 
7. 1 0pm. 930pm You’ve Got M@il 
12.30pm. 3.20pm, 6-1 5pm. 9pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1724) ■©■ Gokiers 
Green You've Got M@fl 2.45pm, 
5.30pm, 8.15pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 0101} BR: 
Greenwich A Bug’s Ufe 4.45pm. 
6.45pm Shakespeare in Love 
8.40pm This fear’s Love 4.10pm. 
6.30pnv8.50pm You've Got M@il 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm, 1 1pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) e Betsize 
Park A Bug's Ufe 4pm. 6.20pm 
Shakespeare in Love 2.35pm. 
5.1 5pm, 8.1 5pm This Yea's tone 
1 25pm, 8.30pm Ybu'veGot M@il 
2pm, 5.40pm, 8.20pm 

HAMMBtSMITH 

VffiGIN ^087 0-90707 18) •©■ Raven- 
scourt Parfc/Hammeremith A Bug's 
Ufe 1.30pm. 4pm, 6.20pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.50pm, 3.30pm, 
6.10pm, 9.10pm This Year’s Love 
9pm Urban Legend 1 pm. 3.40pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm You've Got M@<I 
1pm. 3.40pm. 6.15pm. 8.50pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (01 81 -426 0303) 
■©■ Harrow on the H II (/Harrow 6 
Wealds tone Fire 8.45pm Hum Aap- 
ke Dil Mein Rehce Ham 5pm Hu Hi 
Tu 1 30pm. 5pm Zakhm 1 .30pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (01 81-427 
9009) Harrow on the Hill A Bug’s 
Ufe 11am. 12.30pm. 130pm. 3pm, 
3.45pm. 530pm. 620pm, 8.30pm. 
9.10pm Don't Go Breaking My 
Heart 6.40pm Holy Man 12.40pm. 
3.1 5pm Jack Frost 1 1 -40am, 2pm. 
4.20pm La Vita & Bella 6pm, 
8.40pm Madeline 11.50am. 
2.1 Opm, 4.40pm Shakespeare in 
Love 10.55am. 1.35pm. 4.15pm. 
7pm. 9.50pm Stepnriom 7.10pm, 
9.40pm This Year’s Love 1 ,30pm, 
4.10pm. 6.50pm, 9.30pm Urban 
Legend 1.40pm, 4pm. 6.10pm, 

. 9pm Very Bad Things 8.50pm 
You've ,Got M@il 12.20pm. 
3.25pm. 6.30pm. 9.20pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705 050007) O Hol- 
loway Road/Archway A Bug's Ufe 
12.05pm. 12.30pm. 1.05pm, 

2.1 Opm, 2.40pm. 3.25pm, 4.1 5pm, 
4.50pm, 5.45pm. 6.20pm, 6.50pm, 
8.05pm Hdy Man 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back 8.25pm Utile 
Voice 8.55pm Shakespeare in Love 
1220pm, 3.05pm, 530pm. 8.35pm 
This Year's Love 1pm. 3.35pm, 

6.1 Opm, 8.50pm Urban Legend 
1.50pm, 4,10pm, 6.35pm. 9pm 
You've Got M@il 12.40pm. 
3.20pm,. 6pm, 8.40pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050007) O Gants 
Hill A Bug’s Ufe 2pm, 430pm. 
6.40pm, 8.50pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.50pm. 5.25pm. 8.10pm 
This Year's Love 2.55pm, 5.40pm. 
8.35pm Titanic 2.10pm. 8.45pm 
You’ve Got M@U 2.40pm. 5.30pm. 
820pm 

HLBURN 

TRICYCLE CINEMA (0171-328 
T000) O Kilbum Titanic Town 
fi.30pm, 8.45pm 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston A Bug's Ufe 1 20 pm, 
3.40pm. 6.05pm Little Voice 
8.30pm Shakespeare in Love 
5.25pm, 8.1 Opm YbuVe Gat M@il 
2.10pm. 5.30pm. 8.10pm 

MUSWEU.HBLL 

ODEON (08705 050007) Q High- 
gate A Bug's Ufe 2.40pm. 4.50pm. 
7pm. 9.05pm This Year’s Love 
2pm. 4.15pm, 6.30pm. 8.45pm 
You've Gat M@tl ipm, 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm 

PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) BR: 
Pedkham Rye A Bug’s Ufe 4.40pm. 
7pm, 9.20pin Holy Man 1.45pm, 
4.15pm, 6.45pm, 9.25pm How 
Stella Gat Her Groove Back 
620pm. 9.05pm Madeline 4.30pm 
Shakespeare BI Love 4pm. 6.30pm. 
9pm This Year's Love 4.20pm. 
6.50pm. 9.1 5pm YMi'veGotM^I 
3.55 pm. 6.35pm, 9.10pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Purtey A 
Bug’s Ufe 6pm Shakespeare In 
Love 8.20pm This Year’s Love 
5.25pm. 8.25pm You’ve Got M@il 
5pm, 8pm 
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PUTNEY 

ABC |08?0 9020*01) O Putney 
Bridge BR. Putney A Bug's Life 4pm 
Little voice i 15pm, 6.30pm. 
S.ASpm Shakespeare in Love 
2.15pm. 5.30pm. B.T5pm Ybu’ve 
Got Migll 2.1 5pm, 5. 1 5pm, B.30pm 


ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 

0500071 BR Romford A Bug's Life 
12 15pm. 2pm. 2.30pm. 4.20pm. 

4 45pm. 6 30pm. 7pm. 8.40pm 
Holy Man 12 45pm. 3.30pm, 6pm. 

5 40pm Little Voice 9pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.20pm. 3.10pm. 

5 45pm, 6.20pm Stepmom 

12 20pm. 3pm. 5.40pm. 8.20pm 
Tins Year's Love 1 .30pm. 4. 1 5pm. 

6 30pm. 8. 50pm Urban Legend 

12 10pm. 2 20pm. 4.30pm, 

& 40pm. 9pm Ybu've Got M@il 
12.30pm. 3.15pm. 5.45pm. 3. 30pm 


SIDCUP 

ABC (0541 -5551 31 1 BR: Sidcup A 
Bug's Life 6pm Shakespeare in 
Love 8 20pm You've Got M@il 
5 15pm. 8.15pm 


STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-9070717) BR: Cnck- 
icvjcod A Bug's UFe 1 pm. 2.1 5pm. 
5 30pm. 4 30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 
Holy Man 6 45pm. 9.20pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 
5 50pm. 8 50pm This Year's Love 
1 30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm Urban 
Legend 2pm. 4 20pm, 6.45pm. 
9 15pm You've Got M@il 1pm, 
3 45pm. 6.20pm. 9pm 


STftEATHAM 

ABC (0670-9020415) BR: 
Srrturham Hill Hideous Kinky 
2 10pm. 4 30pm. 6.50pm. 9pm 
Shakespeare in Love 2.25pm, 
5.35pm. 8 25pm Stepmom 

2.20pm. 5 25pm. 8.15pm 


ODEON (08705 050007) BR; 
Srieatham Hill O Brixton. Cl.iptiam 
Common A Bug's Life 2.30pm. 
4 50pm. 7pm. 9pm Dead Man's 
Curve 72.50pm. 2.50pm. 4.50pm. 
6 50pm, 8.50pm How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back 12.20pm. 3pm. 
5.45pm. S.?5pm This Year's Love 
l 30pm 3 50pm. 6.20pm. 8.40pm 
You've Got M@ll 12.40pm. 
3 15pm, 5.50pm. 8.30pm 


STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181 -555 3366) BR/O 
Stratford East A Bug's lire 2 pm, 
4.15pm. 6.45pm. 9. 10pm La Vita 
e Bella l 25pm. 3.55pm. 6.20pm, 
S 50pm This Ytear's Love 1.30pm. 
4pm. 6 30pm. 9pm Ybu've Got 
M&H 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 
S.45pm 


SURREY QUAYS 

UC1 10990 898990) O Surrey 
Guays Ann 1 2.50pm A Bug's Ufe 
1cm. 2pm. 3 20pm. 4.30pm. 6pm. 
7 1 0pm. 8 30pm. 1 1 pm Holy Man 

3 30pm. 6.10pm. 3 50pm. 1 1.30pm 
How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
P 55pm The Land Girls 2.50pm. 

5 10pm. 7.40pm. 10.10pm Made- 
line 1 40pm. 4.20pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1.10pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12 40pm. 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 
9pm. 1 1 30pm Stepmom 6 35pm. 
9 50pm This Year’s Love 3.50pm. 

6 50pm. 9 lOpm. 1 1 50pm Urban 
Legend 2.40pm. 5pm. 7.20pm, 
9 45pm You've Got M@il 1 . 30pm. 

4 10pm, 6 50pm. 9.30pm, 1 1 .55pm 


SUTTON 

UC1 6 |0990-BS89901 BR: Sut- 
ton O Mot lien A Bug’s Life 1 pm. 
2pm. 3 30pm. 4.30pm. 6pm. 7pm. 
c 30pm Enemy of the State Ppm 
The Land Girls 6.25pm Little Voice 
9.30pm Madeline 12 45pm. 
5 15pm Shakespeare in Love 
1.15pm. 3 55pm. 6.55pm. 9.20pm 
This Year's Love 1.45pm, 4 45pm. 

’ lipm 9 55pm Ybu've Got M@il 
1 3 Ppm 4 lOi’in. b.5Cipm. 9 40pm 


TURNPIKE LANE 
CORONET 10181-888 7519) O 
i.urp l.e Line A Bug's Life 4pm. 
• ■ B 40 pm This Year's Love 

•- 05pm 6 20pm, 3 35pm You've 
Got M- M 3 10pm upiw. 8.25pm 


UXBRIDGE 

ODEON 108705 11500071 O 
iMvirtgr A Bug's Life 1 JOpm. 
m. lSprp t. ?i'pm Shakespeare In 
Lave U2ty4n You've Got M@ll 
' il'ipri 3 JOpm. bpm 8 30pm 


WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC I or 71 1- yp/o-'i 2 41 -O Walt ham - 
• i .-a Ci'MtMl A Bug's Life I 40pm. 
-1 50pm. C-pm Stepmom ii 1 0pm 
This Year's Love 1 25pm. 3 4Hpm. 
'•pm Velvet Goldmine 3 2iipm 
Yau'we Got M(jHI 1 55pm. 5 05pm. 

2 1P|-TI 


WALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01932- 
2 51 LTV. UK Wall on on Thames A 
Bug's Life 4 .'Opin Hilary And 
Jackie ? 3*ipm. 3 25pm Shake- 
speare in Love 6pm Ybu've Got 
MJal 7pm. t> 15pm. 3.40pm 


WELL HALL 

CORONET it' IK I -850 33511 BR. 
CiJb.rn A Bug's Life 4pm. 6 30pm. 
5 ‘ii.ipm Stepmom 3 25pm, 


5 S'Jpm. 8 25pm 


W1LLESDEN 

BELLE VUE 10181-830 08221 O 
iVi'iesdcr Gieen A Bug's Life 
4. -5pm Holy Man 6.30pm. Ppm 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON i0B?05 05000?) BR Q 
W mWr-jop A Bug's Life 1 2 1 5pm, 
; 75pm - 35pm. 6.45pm. 8 55pm 
Elizabeth Horn Little Voice 
•< :5pm. 3 50pm Shakespeare in 
Lore 12 10pm. 2 55pm. 5.35pm. 
F 70cm Stepmom 1 45pm. 6.25pm 
This Ybar's Love 1 20pm. 1 40pm. 
b 1 0pm. ? 40pm The Truman Show 
1 \:m You've Got M@il 17 25pm. 
3 ll'pm. 5.50pm, S 30pm 


Cinema 

repertory 


RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/e 
Richmond A Bug's Ufe 2.30pm. 
4.50pm. 7.10pm. 9.30pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.30pm, 3.20pm, 
6.30pm. 9 10pm Ybu've Got M@fl 
I pm. 3 50pm. 6.30pm. 9.20pm 


WOODFORD 

ABC t 0 1 SI-989 .34631 O South 
A Bug’s Ufe 1 20pm, 
•: -Opm. 6pm Shakespeare in Love 
2 45pm. 5 30pm. 8. 1 0pm Stepmom 
* 10pm You've Got M@H 7.30pm. 
5 rrpm. S 75pm 


WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0161-854 5043) 3R: 
Woolwich Aisenal A Bug's Life 
4pm. 6 30rm. 8 40pm Ybu've Got 
Mis'll 3 30pm. 6pm 8 75pm 


ODEON STUDIO [0B705 050007) 
BR ■& Richmond Don’t Go Break- 
ing My Heart 1 ,30pm, 7pm Hilary 
And Jackie 3.40pm. 9pm Holy 
Man 3 20pm. 9.20pm Little Voice 
7pm, 9.30pm Stepmom 1 2.50pm. 
5pm This Year’s Love 4.10pm, 
6.40pm. 9.20pm 


ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
A Bug’s Ufe 2.10pm. 4.15pm. 

6.70pm Jack Frost 6pm Stepmom 
S 25pm This Year's Love 2. 1 5pm. 
S 35pm You've Got M@iJ 2.25pm. 
S 30pm. E 1 0pm 


WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) O 
Turnpike Lane Kachche Dhaage 
5 45pm Aa Ab Laut Chalain 2pm 


(18) 1 ,30pm Fear and Loathing in 
Las Vegas (18) 4pm Anc? (PG] 


BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (01 1 7-925 3845) La 
Vita 4 Bella (PG) 3pm. 8.30pm The 
Roaring Twenties (PG) 6pm Ybur 
Friends and Neighbors (18) 
6 10pm The Apple (51b) (PG) 
8.20pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) Hi- 
lary and Jackie (15) I2noon La Vi- 
ta e Bella (PG) 2.15pm. 4.45pm. 
7.15pm Your Friends and Neigh- 
bors (18) 9.30pm 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) On Connate la Chanson 
(PG) 7.30pm Hilary and Jackie (15) 
8pm 


CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) Hilary and Jackie (15) 
3 1 Spm, 6pm La Vita 6 Bella (PG) 
8.45pm 


IPSWICH 

FILM THEATRE (01473-215544) 
Chariots of Fire (U) 2.30pm x (PI) 
(15) 6pm. 8. 1 5pm Ybur Friends and 
Neighbors (18) 6.15pm. 8.30pm 


NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) Hi- 
lary and Jackie (15) 2.30pm. 
5.45pm, 8.15pm 


PLYMOUTH 

ARTS CENTRE (01752-206114) La 
Vie Revie des Anges (18) 6pm. 
B.30pm Out of Sight (15) 8pm 


Cinema 


COUNTRYWI DE 


BRIGHTON 

ABC EAST STREET (01273- 
327010): A Bug's Ufe (U): Jack 
Frost (PGJ: Shakespeare in Love 
(15). This Year's Love ( 1 8): Ybu've 
Got (PG) 


ODEON (0870-207977): A Bug's 
Ufe (U); Don't Go Breaking my 
Heart (PG): The Land Girts (12): Lit- 
tle Vdke (15); Madeline (U): The 
Opposite or Sex (18); Shake- 
speare In Love (15): This Ybar’s 
Love (18); You've Got M@H (PG) 


VIRGIN (0541-555145); A Bug's 
ure (U); Enemy of the State (1 5): 
Harriet the Spy (PG): Holy Man 
(PG): Jack Frost (PG): Uttle Voice 
( 1 5): Madeline (U): Shakespeare in 
Love (15); Stepmom (12): This 
Year’s Love (18): Urban Legend 
(IB); You’ve Got Nl@fl (PG) 


CAMBRIDGE 

WARNER VILLAGE (01223- 
460442); A Bug's Life (U); Don't 
Go Breaking my Heart (PG): Eliz- 
abeth (15): Holy Man (PG]: Jack 
Frost (PG); La Vita * Bella (PG): 
Little Voice (15); Madeline (U ); The 
Prince or Egypt (U); Shakespeare 
In Love (15); Stepmom (12); This 
Year's Love (18): Urban Legend 
1 1 S). Very Bad Things (IS): You’ve 
Got M@NI (PG) 


NORWICH 

ABC (0541-560567): Amz (PGI; 
Babe: Pig In the City (Ui. A Bug’s 
Ure (UI: Hideous Kinky (IS); Jack 
Frost (PG). Uttle Vbice ( 1 5). Prac- 
tical Mdgk (12): The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Shakespeare In Love 
1 1 5); Ybu've Got M^ll (PG) 


ODEON (08705-050007). Babe: 


Pig In Che City (U): A Bug's Life 
(UI: Madeline (UI: Small Soldiers 


(UI: Madeline (U|; Small Soldiers 
(PG) . This Year's Love 1 1 31; Ybu've 
Got MgHI (PG) 


PORTSMOUTH 

ABC (01 705-82 353S): Elizabeth 
1 1 Si. Enemy of the State ( 1 5): Jack 
Frost (PG): Shakespeare In Love 
1 15): Very Bad Things (181 


OOEON (08705-050007): A Bug's 
Life (U); Oon'c Go Breaking my 
Heart (PGI: Dr Dolrttfe (PG): 
Madeline (U): Mulan (U); Small Sol- 
diers (PGl; Stepmom (12): This 
Year's Love (18): You've Got MISHI 
(PG) 


UCI 6 (0870-603 4567): Antz (PG): 
A Bug's Life (U); Enemy of the 
State (15); The Land Girls (12). Ut- 
tle Voice (15): Madeline (U): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Shakespeare 
in Love (15); Stepmom (12); This 
Year's Love ( 1 S); Ybu've Got M@H 
lPG| 


SOUTHAMPTON 
ODEON LEISURE WORLD (01 703- 
2221 U ]; Antz (PG); Blade (18); A 
Bug’s ure (U); Don't Go Breaking 
my Heart (PG). Dr Collttle (PG): En- 
emy of the State (15): George of 


the Jungle (U): Godzilla (PG); Holy 
Man (PG). Jack Frost (PG): Ufe Is 


Man (PG). Jack Frost (PG): Ufe Is 
Beautiful (U Vita * Bella} (PG); Ut- 
tle Voice (15); Lock. Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels (18); Madeline 
(U); MouseHunt (PG); Mulan (U); 
The Parent Trap (PG): Practical 
Magic (12); The Prince of Egypt 
(U|; Shakespeare in Love ( 15): The 
Siege (IS): Small Soldiers (PG): 
Star Thek: Insurrection (PG); Step- 
mom (12); There’s Something 
About Mary ( 1 5); This Year's Love 
1 1 8); Urban Legend ( 1 8); Very Bad 
Things (18); You've Got M@U (PG) 


Theatre 

west end 


ONE LUMJERE Queensberry Place. 
SW7 (0171-838 2144/2146) The 
Model Shop (18) 8.30pm 


ICA The Mall, SWl (0171-930 
3647) Des Nouvefles du Bon Dfeu 


(18) 6.30pm. 9.15pm Raghs-e- 
Khak (NC] 7pm Bfcyderan (U) 9pm 


NFT Saudi Bank. 5ET (0171-928 
3232) A Wonderful Idea of the Fac- 
ing: Firs Tuesday Lectm (NC) 1 pm 
La Vie Revie des Anges (18) 
2.30pm. 6.10pm The Green Man 
(NC) 6.15pm The Fool: Idevisfcm 
(NC) 7 30pm Les Miserable; (12) 
8.20pm YSm Daabo (NC) 8.30pm 


PHOENIX CINEMA High Road. N2 
(0181-444 6789) Shakespeare In 
Love (15) 3pm, 6pm. 8.45pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) Hana-Bi 


Las Vegas (18) 4pm Anct (PG] 
6.30pm What Dreams May Come 
(15) 8.45pm 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Crisp Road. 
W6 (01 7 1 -420 01 00) Un Coeur en 
Hlver (12) 6.45pm + Nelly ec 
Monsieur Amaud 8.50pm 


WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street, Brentford. Middlesex (0181- 
568 1176} Hideous Kinky (15) 
1.30pm, 9.15pm La Vita e Bella 
(PG) 4.45pm. 9pm 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORKS (01273-602503) 
Cinema Paradlso (PG) 2pm La Vi- 
ta £ Bella (PG) 4pm, 8.45pm 
Pecker (18) 6.30pm 


VIRGIN CINEMA (0541-555 1 32); A 
Bug's Ufe (U|; Jack Frost (PG); 
Madeline (U); Shakespeare in Love 
(15): This Year's Love (1 8); Urban 
Legend (18); You've Got 
M@il (PG) 


» BUDDY Musical biog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of Budcty Holly. 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) ■©■ Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Fri 5.30pm 6 
8.30pm. Sat 5pm & 8.30pm. mats 
(1 j 4pm. £1 0-E30. half price Friday 
matinees. 160 mins. 


> CATS Uoyd Webber's musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot's poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (01 71 -405 
0072/cc 01 71-404 4079) O Covent 
Garden/Holbom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
)3) [7] 3pm. E10.50-E35. 165 mins. 


» CHICAGO Maria Friedman and Pe- 
ter Davison star in this hit Broadway 
musical about two murderous women 
and their nightclub act Adelphl 
Maiden Lane. WG2 (0171-344 0055) 
O Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. [4|[7] 
3pm, £16- £36 (inc booking fee). 130 


• THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (ABRIDGED) Reduced 
Shakespeare Company's keenly- 
paced theatrical history lesson. Cri- 
terion Piccadilly Circus. W1 
(0171-369 1 747) «■ Picc Circ. Tue 
8pm. E10-E25. 120 mms. 


I COPENHAGEN New drama from 
Michael Frayn about the discovery 
of the atom. Duchess Catherine 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5075/cc 
0171 -344 4444) O Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5|(7J 2.30pm. 
E10-E30. 145 mins. 


• DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark Little stars in this witty and 
wise comedy about the sexes. Apol- 
lo Shaftesbury Avenue. Wi (0171- 
494 5070) ■©• Picc Circ. Mon-Thur 
8pm, Fn & Sat 6pm 6 8.45pm, £10- 
£25. cones available. 


3 DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in tins new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mcrsmlth Queen Caroline Street W6 
9 (0171-416 6022) O Hammer- 
smith. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4][7J 
2.30pm. E12.50-E32.50. 150 mins. 


> GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit fibn starring Darien Day. 
Cambridge E ail ham Street. WO 
(0171-494 5080) O Govern Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (4JI7J 3pm. £10- 
£32.50. 150 mins. 


• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah York 
in Ifeter Hall's acclaimed production 
of Wide's comedy, lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. Wl (0171-494 5045) O 
Picc Cue. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (4J 
3pm, [7| 4pm, £7 50-E29.50. 165 
mins 


» AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldrv's widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley 's thriller. Garrick 
Channg Doss Road. WC2 (01 71 -494 
50S5) O Leic Sq. Man-Fn 7.45pm. 
Sat 8 15pm. J4J 2.30pm. |7) Spm. 
EI2-E29.50. 110 mins. 


• LIFT OFF Issues of race are ex- 
plored in Roy Williams's new piece. 
Royal Court Upstairs (at The Am- 
bassadors) West Streer. WC2 
[0171-565 50001 OLeic Sq. Mon- 
Sat 9pm. ends 1 3 Mar. £10. cones 
£5. 


2 UTTLE MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Ewan McGregor stars os the 
revolutionary activist in David Hal- 
b well's drama. Comedy Panton 
Street. SWl (0171-369 1731) «■ 
Picc Circ. 'Leic 5q. Mon-Sar 8pm. 
15)17) 3pm. ends 13 Mar. £7- 
£27.50 


y MACBETH Rufus Sewell and Sal- 
ly Dexter portray thwarted ambition. 
Queen's Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl 
(0171 -494 5040) Q Picc Ore. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm. [7] 2 30pm. ends 5 Jun. 
£10 50-E28.5O. 


• THE MEMORY OF WATER Al- 
ison Steadman and Julia Sawalha 
star in ihis touching cumedv about 
three sisters returning home for 
their mother's funeral. Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BR ■© Charing X. Mon-Sat Spm, 
[5JJ7J 3pm. E8-E27.50. 


• LES MISERABLES Musical 
dramatisation oFVictor Hugo's mas- 
terpiece. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Wl (0171-434 0909) ■& Pkc Ore. 
Mon-Sal 7.30pm, |5]17J 2.3^?m. 
£7-£35 195 mms. 


• MISS SAIGON Musical which re- 
sets the Madam Butterfly tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (0171- 
494 5060] O Covert Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. (4)171 3pm. £8.50-£35. 
1 65 mins. 


• THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christies whodunnit winch just keqps 
on running. St Martin's West Street. 
WC2 (01 71-836 1443) O Leic Sq. 
Mon-Sdt 8pn. (3) 2 45pm. 171 5pm. 
£10- £24. 50. 135 mins. 


I OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stars In the National's acclaimed pro- 
ductio n of H odgers and Hammer- 
stein's cowboy v farmhand musicaL 
Lyceum Wellington Street, WC2 
(0870-606 3446) e Charing X. 
Mon-Sai 7.30pm, ]A|f7] 2.30pm. 


ends 26 Jun. £10-E35. 


Ticket availability details are For to- 
day. times and prices far the week: 
running times include intervals. 0 
— Seats ar all prices • — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — {1 1: Sun, (3): Tue, (4J: 
Wed. (5J : Thur, (6): Fri. |7J: Sac 


O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
Gothic musicaL Her Majesty’s Hay- 
market. SWl (0171-494 5400/cc 
0171-344 4444) O-Pkc Ore Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, [4JP1 3pm. E10-E35. 
150 mins. 


I ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 
Michael Frayn’s new comedy about 
a dinner party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars fe- 
licity Kendal and Josle Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl 
(0171-494 5065) O Picc Ore Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. |5)[7j 3pm, ends 6 Mar, 
E19.50-E27.50. £12.50-£17.50 (ns- 
st ric ted views). 1 30 mins. 


• AMADEUS David Suchet stars 
as Salieri in Peter ShaSeris ac- 
claimed drama based on the life of 
Moeart.CHdVlcTheCut.SE1 (0171- 
923 761 &cc 420 0000) BR/e Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. |4)(7] 
2.30pm. E7.50-E30. 180 mins. 


) ART Tbm Maimkm, Danny Webb, 
and Gary Olsen in \hsmma Reza’s 
comedy about art and friendship. 
Wyndham’s Charing Cross Road, 
WC2 (0171-369 1736/cc 0171- 
867 1 11 1) O-Lefc Sq Tue-Sat 8pm. 
[4] 3pm, [71(1 1 5pm. £9.50- £27.50. 
90 mins. 


I BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on Disney's 
cartoon version of the favourite fairy 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road. Wl (01 71-656 1888) -GTott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. )4j[7] 
2.30pm. £18.50-£35. 150 mins. 


• BLOOD BROTHERS Willy Rus- 
sell's long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (01 71-369 1 733) 
O Leic Sq/7btt Cc Rd. Mon-Sac 
7.45pm. [5[ 3pm. [7( 4pm. £i 1.50- 
E32.50. 165 mms. 


• YOUNG VIC: Talk of the City 
Stephen Poliakoffs drama explores 
media control in the eartydays of TV 


and radio. In rep. tonight 7.1 5pm. 
RSC at the ftung Vic: £ 1 4-£20. The 
Cut. 5E1 [0171-928 6363). O/BR: 
Waterloo. 


» SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garoa. London Palladium Ar- 
gyil Street. Wl (0171-494 5020) O 
Oxford Ore Mon-Sat 730pm. [4][7] 
2.30pm, E10-E3230. 135 mins. 


I SHOCKHEADED PETER BriBiant 
junk opera, featuring the Tiger Lil- 
lies. lyric H a mme r s m ith King Street, 
WG (0181-741 2311) O- Hammer- 
smith. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [71 2.30pm. 
31 Mar. Apr 7. 2.30pm. ends 1 0 Apr, 
E5-E18. 


B SLAVA'S SNOWSHOW Slava 
Poiounine returns to London with his 
mesmeric show that takes all ages 
back to the realms of chMshdeflgfaL 
Piccadilly Denman Street. Wl 
(0171-369 1734) O Picc Ore. 
Tonight 7pm. EI0-E27.5O. 


• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Uoyd Webber’s hi-tech roller-musi- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SWl (0171-416 6070) BR/O Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [3] [7] 3pm. 
£12.50-£30. 150 mins. 


O AMERICAN IMPORTS: THREE 
DAY5 OF RAIN Drama about the 
strange legary left to two children by 
their father Donmar warehouse 
Earl ham Streer. WC2 (0171-369 
1 732) O Covent Garden. Tonight: 
7pm. ends 13 Mar. E8-E!5.mats£8. 


B TOAST Richard Wilson directs 
Richard Bean’s new drama set in a 
Hull bakery Royal Court Upstairs 
(at The Amba ss ado r s) West Street. 
WC2 (0171-565 5000] ^ Leic Sq. 
Mon-Sac 7pm. PI 4pm. ends 6 Mar. 
£10. cones £5. 


• VASSA Howard Davies directs a 
new stage version of Maxim Gocty’s 
tale of a matriarch and her down- 
trodden family. Albery St Martin's 
Lane. WC2 (0171 -369 1 730) O Le- 
ic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 15][7) 3pm. 
ends 27 Mar. E5-E29.50. 


• THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at trie Duke Or 
Vbrk‘5) St Martin's Lane, WC2 
(0171-565 5000) O Leic Sq/Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4)[7I 
3.30pm, E5-E25. 90 mms. 


• WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein's classic 
musicaL attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince of wafes Coventry Street. Wl 
(0171-839 5987) O Leic Sq/Picc 
Ore. Mon -Sac 7.4Spm. (5J(7] 3pm. 
E18.50-E35. 1 60 mins. 


3 WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 
Lloyd Webber's new musical based 
on the film of the same name. Ald- 
wych Aldwych. WC2 (0171-416 
6000/cc 0171-836 2428) Q HoL 
bom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5||71 3pm. 
EI0-E32.50. 120 mins. 


• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Su- 
san HilTs chilling ^iost stay. Fortune 
Russell Street. WC2 (0171-836 
2238/cc 0171-344 4444) G-Ccwent 
Garden/Holbom. Mon-Sat Spm. (3| 
3pm. |7J 4pm. E8.50-E23.50. 1 10 


Theatre 

Beyond The west end 


ARTS THEATRE Howard Crab- 
tree’s When Pigs Fly Gay musical 
comedy poking Sin at American cul- 
ture. Tue-Fri 8pm, Sat 6pm & 
8.30pm. Sun 6pm. ends 3 Apr. £20- 
E25 cones £15. Great Newport 
Street. WC2 (0171-836 3334/cc 741 
9999) ■€► Leicester 5quare. 


KING’S HEAD, ISLINGTON Jack- 
son Vterd Dark comedy about retired 
surgeons. Tlh?- S un 1pm. ends 7 Mar. 
£5. cones £4. 

The Vagina Monologues Eve Easier 

performs her own aclaimed off- 
BroadwayhiL Tue-Sat 8pm, macs Sac 
& Sun 3 30pm, ends 6 Mar. £1 2-£! 3. 
Upper Street. N1 (0171-226 1916) 
^ AngeVHighbury k Islington. 


RtCHmOND THEATRE The Pris- 
oner of Second Avenue Richard 
Dreyfoss and Marsha Mason star in 
Neil Simon's eomedv about a mid-fife 
crisis. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. mat Wed 
2.30pm. ends 6 Mar, phone for 
prices. The Green. Richmond. Sur- 
rey (0181-940 0088] O Richmond. 


FIRST CALL. LAST CALL 


BRENT Musical inspired by La Bo- 
heme and set in modem day New 
York, Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. WC2 (07000-2 11221)0 Hol- 
bom/Tocc Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(41(7) 3pm. E12.50-E3250. 160 
mins. 


B RICHARD m Robert Iindsay stars 
as the historical villain. Savoy Strand. 
WC2 (0171-836 8888/cc 0171- 
836 0479) Charing X/Embank- 
ment. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [7] 2 JOpm, 
£10- £27.50. AS 


Theatre 

Countrywide 


ABERYSTWYTH 

ABERYSTWYTH ARTS CENTRE 
Macbeth Volcano Theatre's physical 
production of Shakespeare’s dark and 
tragic love story- Tonight 7 JOpm. 


First Call 

THE NATIONALS latest offering. Geometry of Miracles, 
comes straight from Glasgow, a city of architecture and 
design, and charts the peaks and troughs of the student- 
tea cher relationship between American architect Frank 
Lloyd Wright and Georgi Gurdpeff, the Russian theorist 

Anri Tnutfiftmntirian . Thp milhi raDy cBmgrse c a st guarantee 
tn fllurnin ate this enrirtail nf naw gmntinn and design with 

a scientific twist 

National Theatre, London SE1 (0171-452 30001 to 24 Apr 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
• LYTTELTON: The ForestAbmAy- 
ckbounfs new version of Ostrovsty's 
black social satire stats Frances de 
la 70U£ In rep. today 2.15pm 6 
730pm. 


• COTTESL0E; Guiding Star 
Jonathan Harvey’s newplay gives 8 
tender account of the fife of Hills- 
borough disaster survivor, in rep, 
tonight 7.30pm. ends 5 Apr. 150 
mins. Lyttelton: £8 -£27. CoctesJoe: 
E12-E1B. NT2000: £4. cones £3, 
Day seats from 1 0am. South Bank. 
5E1 (0171-452 3000). Wa- 
terloo. 


Last Cafl 

HUSH POLK band Hie Cranberries trighD are bade with 
their long-awaited third album, Bury the Hatchet Since 
the phenomenal success of their first two recordings, 
which sold over 13 million copies, the band have been 
taking it easy with lead singer Dolores O'Riordan 
finding time to become a mother. The new a lb u m will 
be followed by a gig, their first in three years since 
O’Riordan collapsed suffering from exhaustion. 
Refreshed and with new material, 1999 should see The 
Cranberries competing once more with the likes of 
Catatonia and The Manic Street Preachers, 

Shepherd’s Bush Empire, London W12 (0271-777 7000) 
12 Apr 
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ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
B THE BARBICAN: Measure For 
Measure Stephen Boxer stars in 
Shakespeare's examination of justice 
In rep. tonight 7.1 5pm. 160 mins. 


If flaT ) 00 £A3S F * nS4aiS * 01970 ' I EXHIBITIONS CLASSICAL 


• THE PTH Bad Weather Robert 
Holman's examination erf the break- 
down in family relationships, in rep. 
tonight 7.1 5pm. Barbican Theatre: 
£5-£26. The Pit: £1 1 -£1 8.50. Bar- 
bican Centre. EC2 (0171-638 8891). 

BR/O- Barbitan/Moorgate. 


BASINGSTOKE 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Draaiia 
Stage adaptation of Bram Stoker’s 
chilling horror story, with dark 
themes of passon, possession and 
mortality Mon-Sat 7.45pm, ends 13 
Mar. E9.50-E1 5.50. cones available 
Wote Street (01256-465566) 


BATH 

USTINOV STUDIO AT THE THE- 
ATRE ROYAL The Tempest Hard- 
edged production of th e late great 
fantasy. Tue-Sat 7.45pm, mat Wed 
2.45pm, ends 6 Mar. £8.50, cones 
£5.50 sawetee (01225-448844) 


DAKTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE And Then 
There Were None Agatha Christie's 
whodunnit set in a lonely house on 
a remote island. 2 & 3 Mar. 7.45pm. 
£1 0.50-El 2.50 Home Gardens 
(01322-220000) 


HEREFORD 

THE COURTYARD On the Razzle 
lbm Stoppard’s farce is set in 1850s 
Vienna. 2 & 3 Mar. 7.30pm. £8.50. 
cones £7 Edgar Street (01432- 
359252) 


HORNCHURCH 

QUEEN'S THEATRE Our Day Out 
Willy RusselTs nostalgic comedy 
Mon-Sat 8pm, ends 13 Mar. £8.50- 
£12.50. cones E5.50-E10.50 Billet 
Lane (01708-443333) 


LEICESTER 

HAYMARKET THEATRE A Pas- 
sionate Woman Kay MeDor’s com- 
ic and poignant cometty about a 
Leeds mum trying to come to terms 
with her son's imminent marriage. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm, ends 20 Mar. 
£6.50-£14.50. cones available BeJ- 
grave Gate (01 1 6-253 9797) 


MANSFIELD 

PALACE THEATRE The Lost Child 
Second part of the David Glass En- 
semble trilogy based on Lewis Car- 
roll's Through the Looking Glass. 
Tonight 730pm. £8.50. cones £6.50 
Leemtng Street (01623-633133) 


NEWBURY 

WATERMILL THEATRE More Talk- 
ing Heads Janet Brown, Patricia 
England and Sophie Lawrence bring 
Alan Bennett’s superb monologues 
to life. Tue-Sat 7.30pm, macs Thur 
& Sac 2.30pm, ends 13 Mar. £6- 
£16.50 Bagnor (01635-46044) 


NORWICH 

MADDERMARKET THEATRE Sa- 
lonika An octogenarian World War 
One war widow visits the beach at Sa- 
lonika where her husband perished. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, ends 6 Mar. £4- 
£6.50 St Johns Alley (01603- 
620917) 


PLYMOUTH 

DRUM THEATRE. THEATRE ROY- 
AL The Impostor Pete Lawson’s wit- 
ty adaptation of Mollere's comedy 
Tirtufia Mon-Sat 7.45pm. ends 6 
Mar. £6-£9, cones available Royal Pa- 
rade South (01752-267222) 


SALISBURY 

SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE The 
Birthday Party Husband and wife 
team Timothy West and Prunella 
Scales in Pinter’s modern classic. 
Mon-Wed 7.30pm. Thur-Sat 8pm. 
mats Thur & Sat 2 30pm. ends 6 Mar. 
£8-£l 5 Malthouse Lane (01722- 
320353) 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
THE OTHER PLACE The Dfapute 
Marivaux’s quasi-sdentific drama 
directed by Nefi Bartlett Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, phone for mats, ends 20 
Mar. £10-£ 19, cones available South- 
ern Lane (01789-295623) 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Winter's Tale Seasonal tale of 


gory Doran. 1-4 Mar. 7 JOpm, mat 
4 Mar. 1.30pm. £7-£30 Waterside 
(01789-295623) 


SWANSEA 

GRAND THEATRE Guards! Guards! 
Terry Pratchett’s novel adapted for 
the stage. Mon-Frf 7 JOpm, mat Wfed 
1.30pm. 5at 5pm & 8.15pm. ends 
6 Mar. £6-£l4.50. cones available 
Singleton Street (01792-475715) 


WOKING 

NEW VICTORIA THEATRE Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoac Tim Bice and Andrew 
Lkjyd-^ Webber’s musical version of 
the Bible story Mon-Thur & Sat 


BATH 

MUSEUM OF COSTUME Primitive 
Streak: Helen Storey and Dr Kate 
Storey Artistic collaboration be- 
tween a fashion designer and a biol- 
ogist Mon-Sun 10am-5pm, ends 1 1 
Apr. £3.90,' cones E3.50. child 
£2.90. group cones. Assembly 
Rooms. Bennett Street (01225- 
477789) 


BRIGHTON 

THEATRE ROYAL Loot Michael EI- 
phiefc and Letitia Dean, star in Joe Or- 
ton’s black cometty Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
mac Thur 2.30pm, ends 6 Mar. 
E7.5CME15.50. cones available Bond 
Street (01273-328488) 


CHELMSFORD 

CIVIC THEATRE Lanza - The Last 
Serenade A musical tribute to leg- 
endary singer Mario Lana. Mon- 
Thur 7.30pm. Fri 3 pm, Sat Spm & 
8pm. ends 6 Mar. E9.50-E12, cones 
available Fairfield Road (01245- 
606505) 


CAMBRIDGE 

RT2WILLIAM MUSEUM Picasso 
and Matisse Prints, drawings, and 
ceramics from the museum's col- 
lection- Ends 1 1 Apr. 

Recent Acquisitions of Contem- 
porary American Prints Earty etch- 
ings^ the East Coast, lithographs, 
woodcuts and screenprints/ Ends 2 
May. 

Rembrandt and the Passion 

Thf» wni«wim '< ni ihi(ai ii f i ini f ff|lw^inn 

of {Hints. Tue-Sat T0am-5pm, Sun 
2.1 5 pm- 5pm. ends 20 Jun. free. 
Trumpingcon Street (01223-332900) 


CHELTENHAM 

EVERYMAN THEATRE Twelfth 
Night Northern Broadsides's ac- 
cessible production, directed by Bar- 
rie Rutter: Mon-Fri 7.45pm, Sat 8pm. 
mats Tue & Thur 2pm, ends 6 Mar. 
£5-£1 5 Regent Street (01242- 
572573) 


LONDON 

CAMDEN ARTS CENTRE Double 
Game; Sophie Calle Comprebensire 
retrospective of Calie's work, in- 
dudes a «sr work made with novefist 
Paul Austen Tue-Thur 1 1 am -7 pm. 
Fri -Sun 1 1am -5. 3 0pm, ends 28 
Mar, free. Arkwright Road NW3 
(0171-435 2643/5224) Q Finchley 
Road/Hampstead. 


HAYWARD GALLERY Patrick 
CaulReld More than 50 colourfiil 
paintings by the leading British 
artist Mon. Thur-Sun 1 0am -Spm. 
Tue S Wed lOam-8 pm. ends 1 1 Apr. 
£6. cones £4. family £1 2. Belvedere 
Road SE1 (0171-960 4242) BR/O 
Waterloo 


NATIONAL GALLERY Portraits by 
Ingres Mtpor exhibition of painting* 
and drawings by the 19th-century 
French artist Ends 25 Apr. £6. cones 
£4. Wed £4 7pm-10pm. 

In die Light of Fra Angelico: 
Zanobi Strezzi Stutty exhibition ex- 
ptoring the paintings of tire 15th-cen- 
tury artist Mon & Tue. Thur-Sun 
10am-6pm, Wed 10am-9pm, ends 
7 Mar, free. Trafalgar Square WC2 
(0171-747 2885) O Charing Cross, 
Leicester 5quare 


ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Mon- 
et in tire 20th Century Eghty paint- 
ings made in the 26 years after 1900. 
Mon-Thur. Sun 9am-6pm. Fri & Sat 
9am- 1 0pm. ends 18 Apr. £9. cones 
£6. child (12-18) £3. child (8-11) 
£1 .50. Burlington House. Piccadil- 
ly Wl (0171-300 8000/413 1717) 
O Green Park/PJccadiTly Circus 


TATE GALLERY Art Now 17: 
Thomas Demand's Tunnel Looped 
film of travel in a trmnpl explores ur- 
ban fife. Ends 25 Apr. free. 

Works on Paper and Pa In tin gs: 
Francis Bacon Rustings and draw- 
ings previously kept secret Ends 2 
May free. 

When Robots Rule - The One 
Minute Airplane Factory: Chris Bur- 
den Installation of flying planes ex- 
plores contemporary life. Mon-Sun 
10am-5.50pm, ends 13 Jun, free. 
Mlllbank SWl (0171-887 8000) « 
Pimlico 


NORWICH 

NORWICH ARTS CENTRE India 50 
- Wortdng People: Sebastiao Sal- 
gado international^ acclaimed pho- 


of Indian fife. Mon-Frf 1 0am -5 pm. 
Sat 11 am -4 pm, ends 8 Apr. free. 
Reeves Yard, St Benedict's Street 
(01603-660352) 


OXFORD 

MUSEUM OF MODERN ART James 
Casebere New works by the Amer- 
ican photographen 
Somewhere Else: WBUe Doherty 
New video installation. Tue-Sun 
1 lam -6pm (Thur to 9pm J. ends 4 
Apr. £2.50 (free Wed morn 6 Thur 

eve), cones £.1.50, child free. 
Pembroke Street (01865*722733) 


STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: Partnerships and Practice 
Paintings and ceramics from the 
second half of the oentucy; pha a se- 
tertian of contemporary work. 


Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture linking St Ives 
with Montserrat in the West Indies, 
the artist's birthplace. Mon-Sat 
1 1anv7pm, Sun 1 i am- 5pm, aids 1 1 
Apr. £3.50. cones £2. Forth meor 
Beach (01736-796226) 


SWANSEA 

GLYNN VIVIAN ART GALLERY 
Venice Through Canaletto's Eyes 


by the Ifenetian artist. Tue-Sun 10am- 
5pm. ends 14 Mar, free. Alexandra 


5pm. ends 14 Mar, free. Alexandra 
Road (01792-651738/655006) 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
WOLVERHAMPTON ART GALLERY 
Disasters of lAfan CaUoc, Goya, Dfa 
Selections from three artists' war 
etchings. Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, ends 
20 Mac free. UchfieM Street (01 902- 
552055} 


ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL Phifhar- 
monia/Boulez Uuaic of the Second 
Viennese School by Webern and 
Schoenberg. Tonight 7.30pm. £5- 
£30. South Bank. SE1 (0171-960 
4242) Bft/O Waterloo. 


OPERA 


DESIGN MUSEUM Mini: 40 Years 
of a Design Icon MinFs designed by 
celeb r ities mark tfae^ wth amih iers ai y 
of the vehicle. Ends 9 May. 

Modern BritNn 1927-1939 A study 
on the important period after the 
Great War meliiriing the work of 
EYancis Bacon, Paul Nash and Bar- 
bara Hepworth. Phone for times. 
endsISJuL £5.25, cones £4 (to mu- 
seum). 9iad Thames SE1 (0171-378 
6055) «■ Tower Hili/DLR: Tower 
Gateway 


LONDON COLISEUM La Ttevfata 
Vferdi's great Bealist tragexty in Eng- 
lish National Opera's acclaimed stag- 
ing: Tonight 7.30pm. £5-£55. St. 
Martin's Lane. WC2 (0171-632 
8300) O Leicester Square. 


DANCE 


BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL The Royal Bai- 
lee Dance Bites Stars of the Royal 
Ballet including Darcey Bussell and 
Deborah Bull perform new works 
created specialty for the tour by cut- 
ting edge choreographers Mark 
Baldwin and William Tuckett. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £1 2-E22.50. Saw- 
dose (01225-448844) 


LONDON 

SADLER'S WELLS AT THE PEA- 
COCK THEATRE Paco Pena Fla- 
menco Presents La Musa Gitana 
Wriddasa flamenco dance, sang and 
guitar Tue-Sat 8pm, mat Sat, Sun 
3pm, ends 7 Mar. £7. 50- £35. Por- 
tugal Street. WC2 (0171 -863 8222) 
e HotbonVfcmpie. 


SADLER’S WELLS Arc Dance Com- 
pany Presents The Return of Don 
Juan Dramatic cometty with Royal 
Ballet star, Irek Mukhamedov. 
Tonight 7.30pm. E7.5O-E30. Rose- 
bery Avenue, EC1 (0171-863 8000) 
O Angel. 


Literature 


BATH 

MKE HODGES: GETTING CARTER 


making of Got Carter witnilstfi- 


Gu&ftuH- 1999 Bath literature Fes- 
tival only (01225-463362) Tonight 
8.30pm, £5. cones £4. 


LONDON 

THE ORIGINAL ALICE - FROM 
MANUSCRIPT TO WONDERLAND 
Curator Salty Brown traces the his- 
tory of Lewis Carroll's classic, from 
its begmran^s as a tale tokl on a sum- 
mer boat trip in Oxford. British Li- 
brary Eustan Road NW1 (0171-412 
7222) © King's Cross. Today 
T JOpm, free. 


COMEDY 


EXETER 

AL MURRAY THE PUB LAND- 
LORD - LATE LOCK-IN *99 AT EX- 
ETER PHOENIX The triple Perrier 
nominee takes last orders. Tonight 
8pm, Bradninch Place. Gandy Street 
(01392-667080) £9. cones £7. 


WESTCUFF-ON-SEA 
GOODNESS GRACIOUS ME AT 
CLIFFS PAVILION Award winning 
Asian cometty sketch show with 
Ueera StyaL Saqjeev Bhaskac Kul- 
viuder Gfain Nina Wadier Tonight 
7.30pm. Station Road (01702- 
351135) E12.50-E14.50. 


LONDON 

THROUGH PERU AT EAST DUL- 
WICH TAVERN Peter Searies peri 
forms his solo narrative comedy 
show Tonight 8pm. Lordship Lane. 
SE22 (0181-299 4138) BR: East 
Dulwich, phone for prices. 


Clubs 


BRIGHTON 

SUSSTAT THE HONEY CLUB In- 
die old and new. Tonight 10pm- 
2am, free. King's Road Arches 
(01273-202807) 


LONDON 

FEET FIRST AT CAMDEN PALACE 
Kg beat and iwfienightwith Eve mu- 
wand dwap drinks. Tonight 10pm- 
2am, Camdai High Street. Nwi 
(0171 -387 0428) O Camden Town 
£5, NUS/concs £3. ’ 


EVENTS 


ABERGAVENNY 
BOROUGH THEATRE European 
Union Chamber Orchestra/Larsen 
Musfe by Haydn, Mozart and Bruck- 
ner Tonight 7.30pm. £9.50. cones 
£7.50. Ooss Street (01 873-850805) 


CARDIFF .. ' 

TOWARDS A SINGLE CURRENCY J 
First showing of the British enttk* • 
from the coinage design competition ; ' 
for the European Single Currency . 
National Museum And Gallery, , 


LONDON 

BARBICAN HALL Royal Philhar- 
rmSnic/Bacbmann Bachmannn's 
own Uluru Invocation, Beethoven’s 
Piano Concerto No J and Bruckner’s 
5th Sympfaozty. Tonight 7.30pm. £5- 
£32. Barbican Centre, EC2 (0171- 
638 8891) O Moorgare/Barbican. 


Cathays Bark (01 222-573473) Tue- 
Sun 1 0am- 5pm. ends Apr 6, £4.25. 
cones £2.50. family £9.75. under Ss 
free (museum entity). 


LONDON 

TIBET FOUNDATION BENEFIT 
EVENING Presentation marking the 
40th anniversary of the Chinese in- ~ 
vasion of Tibet AU proceeds will be - 
donated to the Tibet Fbundation. 
Alternatives, St James's Church. 
Piccadilly Wl (0171-287 6711)0 
Piccadilly Circus. Tonight 7pm, £6. 
cones £4. 


LONDON 

GUILDHALL SCHOOL OF MUSK 
AND DRAMA The Tkarfna's Shoes 
The Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama with a rare staging for 
Tchaikovsky’s opera. Tonight 7pm. 
£14. ooncs £10. Silk Street. EC2 
(0171-638 8391 ) «■ Barbican. 


MIND YOUR LANGUAGE: CWL- 
DRHtTS EVOfT Interactive esMbifai 
oqjlaring Bteraqy and oonnnunknfion. . 
Lhesey Museum Old Kent Road SE1 5 
(0171-639 5604) O Elephant & Cas- 
tle. Tue-Sat 10am-5pm. ends 28 
Aug. free. 


MUSIC 




BRISTOL 

THRS COLOURS RED Heoyyweigrf 
poppunkfram the forthcoming aljmn. 
Revolt. Anson Rooms. Bristol Uni- 
versity Queens Road (0117-954 
5800) Tonight 8pm. £7.50. 


CAMB RIDGE 

STIFF UTTLE FINGERS Jake Burns 
and his veteran Ulster punks tour a 
new album, Hope Street, with Ex- ' 
Jam bassist Bruce Fteton in the line- 
up. The Junction Clifton Road 
(01223-511511) Tonight 8.30pm. 
phone for prices. 


EXETER 

ONE LADY OWNER Bigh-rewing in- 
die-rock youngsters. Cavern Club 
Queen Street (01392-495370) 
Tonight 8pm, phone for prices. 


BARRAGE ftuthfal 12-piece Cana- 
dian fiddle sensations. St Georges 
Han Fore Street (01 392-422 1 37/cc 
219741) Tonight 8pm. phone for 
prices. 
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EARNHAM 

KENT DUCHA1NE American bines 
journeyman who's been travelling 
and playing the National Steel since 
1968. The Pic Itchei Lane. Crandall 
(01252-850789) Tonight 7.30pm, 
£12. £30 with meal. 


LONDON 

UK AFRICA Music showcase for 
bands from the cross-cultural fer- 
ment Cafe de Paris Coventry Street 
Wl (0171-734 7700) O Piccadilly 
Circus/Leicester Square. Tonight 
10pm, E10, cones £6. 
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DOT ALLISON Fbrmer One Dove 
singer previews materi al from her 
forthcoming Afterglow *b«hi_ The ; 
Improv Tottenham Court Road Wl 
(0171-387 2414/cc 344 4444) -O- 
Warren Street. Tonight Spm. £7. 
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TEN BENSON Thumping white- 
trash lo-fi from Chris Hdsam and his 
feat rising cult quartet Water Rats 
Theatre Gray's Inn Road WC1 
(0171-284 0077) Tube/BR: King’s. 
Cross. Tonight 8 JOpm, £5, cones £4. 


L^ife 




MAID5TONE 

BELINDA CARUSLE Glamorous' 
ex-Go Go with new acoustic mater- 
ial Emm her latest album. Woman ' 
and a Man. Hazlltt Theatre Earl 
Street (01622-758611) Tonight 
8pm. phone for availability. 
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Music 


Jazz, World, Folk 


ssv ■ 


CAMBRIDGE 

HARRY BECKETT QUARTET WITH ' 
CHRIS BISCOE Ifeteran left-field 

trumpeter with guest sagjst Boat 
Race East Road (01223-508533) 
Tonight 8.30pm. £8. cones £5. 


r-eS “ - 
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LONDON 

UVE BATTS! The best in free jazz 
and modern textural music from 
John Whites’ curious portable Key- 
boards project The Old Operating - 
Theatre Museum fi Herb Garret St 
Thomas Street SE1 (0171-955 
4791) BR/O London Bridge. Tonight 
7.30pm, phone for prices. 


Ru.io 


GEORGE MELLY & JOHN 
CHILTON’S FEETWARMERS Vet- 
eran raconteur, art critic, broad- 
caster and Satchmo-styfed angst 
R=ta on the Park Knightsbridge 
SWl (0171-235 5273) O Hyde' 
l^rk Comer. Tonight 9.15pm 6 
1 1.15pm, £20. adv £18. 
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MONTY ALEXANDER TWO Ja- 


■ ■■ 


typso sources. Ronnielmt*s Frith 
Street Wl (0171-439 0747/a 
01 71 -439 0747) « itatfw** Sqpuare. 
Tonight 9pm & 11.30pm, £12. 
mems£4. 


SOUTHAMPTON - ■ • 
DAVE CUFF/ALEX GARNETT - 
QUINTET Guitar and sax-led mod- 
ern jazz. John Arioct Room Staff 
Club. Southampton Untversity 
(01703-593600) Tonight 830pm. 
£6. mems £4. cones £3. 
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RADIO 1 

(976-998MHZFM) 

6-30 206 Bafl. 9 joo Simon Maya 
12.00 Jo Whtey. 2 jD 0 Mark Rad- 
Ciiffe. 4.00 Chris Moyles. 5.45 
Newsbeat 6JK) Osvs Psarca. 
ROO Stave Lamacq -the Evening 
Session. 104)0 Digital Update. 
^MMO John Reel 12A0 The 
^Breezeblock. 2X0 Clive Warren. 
4JK> - &30 Scott MMs. 

RADIO 2 
(88-902MHZ FM ) 

6X0 Sarah Kennedy 7.30 Wake 
Up to Wbgan. 9X0 Ken Broca 
12X0 Aifat Morris. 2X0 Ed Stew- 
art 5X5 Johnnie Walker. 7X0 Alan 
Freeman: Their Greatest Bits 8X0 
tfgel Ogden 9X0 To Mother with 
Love: the Story of the Tkttoa 10 X 0 
The Directors. See Pick of the Day. 

. 1030 Richard Alfinson. 12X0 Lyrvi 
Parsons. 3X0 - 4X0 Alex Lestec 
RADIO 3 
(9Q2-92AMHZ FM ) 

6X0 On Air. 

9X0 Masterworte. 

10X0 Artist of the Week. 

11X0 Sound Stories. 

.12X0 Composer of the Wteek: 

.1 i fehaitovsky. 

1X0 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cm A concert given last October at 
St George's, Brandon Hfifl, Bristol, by 
Jean- Yves Thibaudet (piano). Pro- 
duced by Chris de Souza. Debussy: 
BrouNards; Feuffles mortes; La puer- 
ta del vino; Les fees sont d'exquSes 
danseuses; Bruyeres; Feux tfartifice 
(Preludes, Book 2). Ravel: Pavane 
pour une infante defunte; Jeux 
cfeau; La tombeau de coiperin 
2X0 The BBC Orchestras. 

4X0 Voices. 

4A5 Music Machine 
5X0 in Tuna 

7X0 Performance on 3. Live from 
the Royal Festival Hal, London. En- 
semble irrterContemporaln, Phllhar- 
monia/PieiTe Boulez. Schoenberg: 
Chamber Symphony No 1 Webern: 
Five Pieces for Smafl Orchestra, Op 
10. Schoenberg: Lied der Waldtaube 
(GurreDeder). 

f 835 Pierre Boulez. Pierre Boulez is 
one of the few musical thinkers who 
have actually had the pleasure of 
seeing their dreams translated into 
realty Here, he talcs about the Cite 
delaMusique, 1RCAM, and his vision 
of the future of musical performance. 
8X5 Concert, part 2. Mahler: Ruck- 



Pick of the Day 


THeire are echoes of Alan 
Bennett in the Afternoon Play 
(2.15pm R4), Char March’s 
monologue “People Come Here 
To Cry”, it deals with Deborah, 
a middle-aged woman who visits 
her local crisis centre to receive 
cou n sel l ing for an undisclosed 
problem. The pain is presumably 
supposed to seep through the 
determinedly brisk observations 
but it's the soulful performance 


of Sue Johnston’s {.right) that 
stops you weeping in disbelief. 

In The Directors (10pm R2), 
Nora Ephron, the wisecracking 
first lady of romantic comedy, 
talks about her debt to her 
mother Phoebe, and her non- 
macho approach to movie 
making - a good cappuccino 
machine for the crew can make 
all the difference, apparently. 

Dominic Cavendish 
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ert-Lieder. Schoenberg: Variations 

for orchestra. 

®X0 Postscript 2: One island, two 
Irelands: hew does culture efffer h 
Dublin and Belfast? Joe Farrell taks 
to Dedan Ktoerd and Terrence 
Brown. 

9X5 Britten-Pears Ensemble With 
lain Burnside (piano). Prokofiev: 
Overture on Hebrew Themes. Mar- 
tin: Piano Quintet Johann Strauss 
(son), arr Schoenberg: Emperor 
Waltz, (R) 

10X5 Night Waves. Reclusive fflm 
director Terrence MaEck returns after 
a 20-year absence to direct The 
Thin Red Une 1 , a flm based on 
James Joneses bestseSng novel of 
the Pacific Wan And joumaSst An- 
drew OHagan taks to FSchard Coles 
about his first novel. 'Our Fathers’, 
the story erf a dying rrtanfc retetkxv 
ship with his grandson. 
tlXO Jazz Notes. 

12X0 Composer of the Waek: Cop- 
land (Ft) 

1X0 - 6X0 Through the NBght 
RADIO 4 
(92A-946MHZ FM ) 

6X0 Today. 

9X0 NEWS; Unreliable Evidence. 
9X0 Home Thoughts 
9X5 Serial: Zarafa. 

10X0 NEWS; Womans Hour. 

1100 NEWS; Nahra 
1130 Coming Afva 
12X0 NEWS; You and Yours. 

1X0 The World at Ona 
130 My Mstress Music. 

2X0 NEWS; The Archers 
235 Afternoon Play: People Come 
Here to Cry. See Pick of trie Day. 


3X0 NEWS; The Exchange: 0870 
010 0444 

3X0 First Nights. (R) 

3X5 This Sceptred Isle. 

4X0 NEWS: The Learning Curve, 
4X0 Shop Talk. 

5X0 PM. 

6X0 Six Odock News. 

6X0 Mammon. 

7390 NEWS; The Archera 
735 Front Row. Frandne Stock 
chairs the arts programme. She 
meets Andrew O’Hagan - acclaimed 
author of the non-fiction book The 
Mssfog'- who has just finished his 
first noveL 

-7X5 The Cry of the Bittern. An envi- 
ronmental drama by Tim Jackson 
With Sean Baker, Rachel Atkins and 
Marian Kemmer. Director Peter Lesfie 
W3d (12/30). 

8X0 NEWS; Ffe on 4 
8X0 in Touch. Peter White with 
news for visuafiy impared people 
93)0 NEWS; Virus -the Unseen En- 
emy Infectious ciseases which pre- 
dated the emergence of humans wl 
last as long as humanity itself and 
win remain one of the fundamental 
deter mi nants of history James Er- 
Uchman presents four programmes 
examrifog the fife of the vvus and 
man's struggle to contain it 1: The 
Darwinian Strug^e for Lite'.- A cold 
may make We miserable, but ter the 
virus ft is a matter of life and death. 
9X0 Unrefiable Evidence. Clve An- 
derson cuts through the jargon to 
get to the heart of an issue which af- 
fects anyone who uses the legal 
system. “Family Law”. 

103)0 The World Tonight With 
Justin Webb. 


10X5 Book at Bedtime: Ernest 
Hemingway Centenary - The Sun Al- 
so Rises. John Sharian reads Hem- . 
ngwayS acclaimed novel whose 
protagonist, Jake Barnes, speaks for 
the Lost Generation of map and 
women drifting through a shattered 
Europe after the First World War. 
Lonely and lovesick, Brett tuns 
hopelessly to Jake as a cfissoJute 
night continues (2/K)) 
tioo NEWS; The Alan Davies 
Show A sitcom starring Alan Davies; 
with Alan Francis and Ronnie An- 
cona as his long-suffering friends 
Murray and Kate. (R) 

1130 Taking Pictures. 

123)0 News 

12X0 The Late Book: Stories by 
Anton Chekhov. (R) 

12X8 Shipping Forecast 
100 As World Service 
5X0 World News. 

5X5 Shipping Forecast* 

5X0 inshore Forecast 
5X5 Prayer for the Day. 

5X7 - 63K) Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz) 

9X5 - 10X0 Daly Service. 12X0 
- 123)4 News; Shipping Forecast 
5X4 • 5X7 Shipping Forecast 
1130 - 123)0 Today fo Parfament 
RADIO 5 LIVE 
(693,909kHz MW) 

63)0 Breakfast 
93)0 Nicky Campbel 
123)0 The Midday News. 

100 RuscoeandCoL 

43)0 Drive 

73)0 News Extra 

7X0 The Tuesday Match. Russel 


Fuller presents coverage of the 
nights top league action, Including 
Barnsley v Bradford, Birmingham v 
Norwich and Ipswich v Watford. Plus 
news of the first leg erf the UEFA Cup 
quarter-finals. 

103)0 Late Night Uva The days big 
stories wfth Nfick Robinson, Inducing 
1030 a full sports rouid-up. TtOO 
News and finance And between 
1130 and 100 a sharp and spirited 
late-night topical discussion. 

13)0 Up AS Night 

5X0 - 63H) Morning Reports: 

CLASSIC FM 

(1000-10t9MHz FM ) 

6X0 Nick Bailey. 83)0 Henry Kelly. 
123)0 Requests. 23K) Concerto 
33M Jamie Crick. 6X0 Newsnight 
73)0 Classics. 9X0 Evening Con- 
cert: A programme of works by the 
composer Dmitri Shostakovich. Jazz 
Suite No 2. Royal Concertgebouw 
Ochestra/Riccardo Chaffy. Piano 
Concerto No 2. 1 Musict efi Montre- 
al/Maxim Shostakovich (piano). 

Three Romances on Poems by 
Pushkri Sergei Lieferkus (tenor); 
Gottenburg SO/Neeme JarvL Sym- 
phony No 15 LSO/Mstidav Ros- 
tropovich. A Spin through the Snow. 
Philadelphia Orchestra/Riccardo 
Chatty 11X0 Alan Mann. 2X0 Con- 
certo 33)0 - 63)0 Mark Griffiths. 
VIRGIN RADIO 
(1215 1®7-l260kHz MW 1058MHz FM ) 
6X0 Russ WKams. 9X0 Mark For- 
rest 13)0 Nick Abbot 43)0 Harriet 
Scott 6X5 London Calling with 
Harriet Scott/ AM Pete and Geoff. 
7X0 Pete and Geoff 10X0 James 
Merritt 100 Steve Power. 4X0 - 
6X0 Richard AUen. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(198kHz LW) 

100 World Today. 130 On Screen 
1X5 Record News. 2X0 The World 
Today. 2X0 Women Who Dared to 
Speak. 33X) The World Today. 3X0 
Sports Roundup. 3X0 World Busi- 
ness Report 3X5 Insight 4 3X> - 
7X0 The World Today {400-7BQ. 

TALK RADIO 

6X0 Big Boys Breakfast with 
David Banks & Nick Ferrari 9X0 
Scott Chisholm and Sally James. 
12X0 Crime Beat 1X0 Anna 
Raeburn 43)0 The SportZone. 
7X0 EubanWs People: 8X0 
Cheating Hearts. 103)0 James 
Whala l.oo - 6X0 Ian Collins. 


Satellite and Cable 


SKY PREMEH 

6X0 Hearts Adrift (896) 128647). 8X0 
The Man Who Captraod Bchmam (S9Q 
(71482). 10X0 Dear God (19969 {710W) 
12X0 The Directors (21591)1X0 Holy- 
wood Buzz (26868). 2X0 Heats Adrift 
(1996) (6404$. 4X0 Man Who Captwod 
Eichmarm (1906) (088). «X0 Daw God 
(1996) (5679). 8X0 Gross* ROMs Stank 
(1997) (56029. 103)0 Stoepera (996) 
(27S617S3) See PtckCfthoDBy. «X5 
MOD Flanders (996) 93587681). 2X0 
North star (995) (X0B6). 4X Strictly Busl- 
rr ness (991) (B9S2) 

SKY MOVMMAX 

7» Earth Mhus Zero (1996) (73257869). 
9X0 Shepherd on the Rock (994) 
(60376), 1100 Godzfla vs Megaton (979 
(37260.1X0 Possune (997) JB4192) 
33)0 Shepherd on the Rock (994) 
(85956). 3X0 Earth Minus Zero (996) 
(86753). TOO Possums (997) (90181). 
93)0 to My Steals Shadow (997) 
(57753) UXO Body Parts (1991) (89260) 
12X0 Stent Ues (996) (876086V 2X3 
Purple Rain (984) (667339V 3X3 Play- 
back (995) (323932) 3X0 - 7X0 
Goctdta vs Megaton (976) (99661) 

SKY CHBEMA 

4X0 The Tin Star (957) (7429395) 0X0 
Monkey Business (952) (2822444) 8X0 
The Rato people (969) (2834289) 10X0 
Btukfen m Tiffany's (961) {170159) 
11X3 90 Ytaw-. 90 Movies (4581314) 
12X0 Frankenstein (931) (5049970) 
2X0 Next Stop, Greenwich VWage (976) 
(2743864) 4X0 About Mrs LesSe (1954) 

• (437T39) 3X0 Close. 


PICK OF THE Day 


KEVIN BACON (right) does a 
mean baddie - cf, JFK and The 
River WUd - so be is well cast 
as the ringleader of a group of 
cruel guards who abuse four 
youths at a juvenile detention 
centre in Sleepers ( 10 pm Shy 
Premier) . Fbr Barry Levinson’s 
memorably tough movie. Brad 
Pitt, Jason Patric, Ron Eldard 
and Billy Crudup play the four 
as grown-ups seeking revenge 
on the guards. Shockingly, the 
majority of this film - which also 


features Robert De Niro, Dustin 
Hoffman and Minnie Driver - is 
based on a true stoiy. 

dash ofWIngs (4pm History 
Channel), is a detailed 13-part 
examination of the various 
aerial battles fought during 
the Second World War; from 
the massive bombing raids 
and dogfights to the kamikaze 
attacks. Today leading aviation 
expert Walter Boyne chronicles 
“The Plunge into Reality." 

James Hampton 


WStJ 




3X0 Th« Lost Vforld (I960) (27114463) 
7X3 The Universe of Demxrt Finn 
(6131734) 3X0 OeteJttessen (1990) 
(87559840) 9-40 FoutaisOS (5907376) 
10X0 Bed Lieutenant (992) (6604531) 
1L40 Soigne ta droit (986) (6482621) 
US Btek (994) (376439) 3X0 - 0X0 
Les Entente du Parana (944) (903357) 
discovery channel 

4X0 Rex Hirtfc Fishing Adventures 
(HOBftn 4X0 Walrert WtarkJ (M043M) 

3X0 Tme Trwetere (6182901) SXOT&rra 
X (1495647) 6X0 SOS (^gg) 

•XO Adventures of the C3uest (33««) 
WIT* Quest (1405031) 3X0 Great Es- 
cape* (6487753) »XO CM There 

(1237050) 9JOO Tfe** 8 * 3 * -h no 

10X0 Pedal tor the Panel (89902) tixo 
Foma 21 (8078753) 12X0 Spelrfthe 
North (978268^ 1X0 
130*2X0 Tme Travelers (3669067) 


SKY ONE 

7X0 Court Duckuta (9099) 7X0 The 
Simpsons (15314) 8X0 The Simpsons 

(77005) 8X0 Hollywood Squares 

(76376) 9X0 Safy Jessy Raphael (79173) 
10X0 The Oprah Winfrey Show (TB98) 
UXO Guhy! (91734) 12X0 Jenny Jones 
(17111) 100 Mad about You (95550 130 
Jeopardy (2t537) 2X0 Safly Jessy 
Raphael (59260 3X0 Jenny Jones 
(39860 4X0 Gutty! (18376) 5X0 Star 
Trek: Voyager (943) »X0 America's 
Dumbest Crlmirtes (2647) 6X0 Dream 
Team (6227) 7X0 The-Simpsons (9444) 
7X0 The Simpsons (STtl) 8X0 Rescue 
Medtos (892) 8X0 Coppers (7227) 9X0 
Wtorkft Wildest PoSce Videos (49734) 
10X0 Bloody Foreigners! (42821) 11-00 
Dream Team (9005) H30 Star Tfek: 
Voyager (74840 12X0 The Commish 
(34390) 1X0 - 7X0 Long Play (WOSWSf) 
SKY SPORTS 1 

7X0 Sky Sports Centre (49868 5) 73 5 
V-Max (663821) 7X3 Totalsport (662192) 
845 You're on Sky Sports (2932014) 

9X0 Racing News (52395). 9X0 Aero- 
bics - 0= Style (96227) 10X0 Forabafl 
League Review (20260) tlXO Triathlon 
<40024) 12X0 Aerobics - Oz Style 
02531) 12X0 V-Max (90043) 1X0 Ford 
Monday Night Fbottbal Leicester City vs 
Leeds (28314) 3X0 Spanish Football 
(39050) 5X0 World Wresting Federation 
Live Wire (3043) 6X0 Sky Sports Centre 
(4647) 6X0 Scottish Footbafl (21821) 


7X0 Fastrax (7Tf1) 8X0 Premier Snook- 
er League (98024) 10X0 Sky Sports 
Centre (B74173) 1045 YouYe on Sky 
Sports (839014) UXO Inside Scottish 
FbOtoal (38289) 12X0 Sky Sports Cen- 
tre (814T3T9) 1245 You're on Sky Sports 
(6679222) 1X0 Snooker League (42845) 
3X0-345 Sports Centre (13384864) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

7X0 Aerobics - Oz Style (1262983) 7X0 
Sky Sports Centre (9077445) 7X5 Rao- 
tog News (8725840) 845 Moto-plus 
(5601208) 9L43 Sky Sports Centre 
(9603753) 9X0 Fish TV (5871685) 9X0 
Fish TV (1552260) 10X0 Fishing 
(£72034) 12X0 International Bawta Aus- 
tralia v England (8256956) 2X0 Power- 
boat and Jet Sprat World (5422260) 

2X0 Total Sport (136643!) 3X0 World 
Motor Sport (2154376) 5X0 Fastrax 
(7766460) 6X0 Sports Unfirrited 
(£71395) 7X0 Goft LPGA (7862127) 
9X0 Figure Skating (3541444) 10X0 
Snowboarder Magazine (587U98) tlXO 
Cydng (3545260) ttXO Moto Cross 
(9463192) 12X0 GoK: LPGA (3634057) 
2X0-2.45 Sky Sports Centre (17915390) 

SKY SPORTS 3 
12X0 World Wresting Federation - 
Liveware (19972918) 1X0 Fish TV- Tony 
Dean Outdoors (31964956) 1X0 Fish TV 
(19985482) 2X0 The Golden Age of Rac- 
tog A-Z Of Motosport (27517802) 2X0 
Sheffs Wtonderful Wbrid of Golf Player vs 
Thompson (11873227) 3X0 International 


Bowls Austrafa vs England (15606937) 
5X0 Snowboarder Magazine (W46Tm> 
6X0 Cydtog (14468024) 6X0 Fsh TV 
The Ultimate Fishing Show (W59376) 
7X0 Fish TV (27528918) 7X0 Snow- 
boarder Magazine (14448260) 8X0 Fish- 
ing (33292753) 10X0 The Entertainers 
(14081821) 10X0-11X0 Superbouts Vir- 
gil HH v Joan-Marie Emebe (795692B9) 

EUROSPORT 

7X0 Athletics (84260) 8X0 Nonfic Ski- 
tog (56799) 10X0 Biathlon (55956) 

11X0 Footbafl: Eurogoals (67260) 12X0 
Equestrianism (79640) 1X0 Sled Dog 
(B4432) 2X0 Nordic Skiing (68078) 8X0 
Biathlon (66937) 4X0 Football: Euro- 
goals (10956) 5X0 Trial (80444) 7X0 
Strength (35276). 8X0 Football £05753) 
10X0 Football (24662) 12X0 Ctosa 
UK GOLD 

7X0 Crossroads £061463) 7X0 Neigh- 
bours £135531) 7X5 EastEnders 
(2404860) 8X0 The BB1 (3798579) 9X0 
The B3 (3772531) 9X0 When the Boat 
Comes In P595734) 10X0 Rhoda 
(3701043) tlXO Dates (4525111) 1L55 
Neighbours (75715444) 12X5 East- 
Enders (2467598) 1X0 JuOet Bravo 
(1039579) 2X0 Dates (7358802) 2X5 
The Bffl 0360173) 3X5 The B® 

(B306522) 3-55 EastEndere (3977847) 

4X0 Rhoda (1406753) &00 Al Crea- 
tures Great and Smai (133^04) 6X0 
Dynasty (U42043) 7X0 The Comedy Al- 
ternative: 2pctint4 Children (7289550) 


140 Dacfs Army (4657173) 8X0 The 
Brittas Empire (2888821) 9X0 Rad 
Dwarf V (1581734) 9X0 Crime Traveler 
(39968937) 10X5 Bugs (53383579) 
1U50 The Bill (1206376) 12X0 The Bfll 
(6165203) 12X0 Black-Adder II 
(8235425) 1X5 French and Sanders 
(9046845) 2X0 Dangerfiekl (8535628) 
3X0 - 7X0 Shopping (8592864) 
LIVING 

6X0 Tiny and Crew (79940840) 8X0 TO 
plus 2 (48381173) 8X0 PMbert the Frog 
(98950753) 6X5 Greedysaurus and the 
Gang (98959024) 6J50 Bo*a Dot Shorts 
(98947289) 7X0 Practical Parenting 
(3726958) 7.05 Professor Bubble 
(091647) 7X0 Calou (6311111) 7X5 Bug 
Alert (7299043) 7JSS Practical Parenting 
(9314005) 8X0 Barney and Friends 
(9324482) 8X5 Babatoos (1713821) 8X0 
Try Tales (3598802) 8X5 Try and Crew 
(4428840) 8X0 Practical Parenting 
(8962869) 9X0 Cant Cook, Wont Cook 
(8649206) 9X0 The Roseanne Stow - 
highlights (7519192) 10X0 The Jerry 
Springer Show (9857956) 10X0 Mmry 
Povfch (3256734) t!40 Brookside 
(23613956) 1240 Anrnal Rescue 
(21958758) tZXO Rescue 911 (51608686) 
UO Special Babies (39044S2) 1X0 Be- 
yond Beflef: (60709550) 2J0 LA Law 
(1131531) 340 Living Room (6976821) 
4X0 Michael Cote (2684173) 4X0 Rokxi- 
da (9815444) 5X0 Ready. Steady Cook 
(6500463) 845 The Jerry Springer Show 
(1261868) 7X5 Rescue 911 (4012395) 

7X5 Ani mal Res cue (7945T73) 840 Mau- 
ry Povlch (2727227) 9X0 FBm: Saved 
by the Light (2824802) 11X0 Sex Life 
Down Under (7883550) 12X0 Ctosa 
TNT 

9X0 The Angry hBs (1959) (33299666) 
11X0 The Roaring Twenties (1939) 
(23112802) 1X0 Eye of the DevB (1967) 
(45777592) 2^45 The HH (1965) 

(22114796) 5X0 Ctosa 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 
7X0 Jenny (2314) 7X0 Grace Under Fie 
(5753) 8X0 0ten (0734) 8X0 Newsra- 
dlo (7863) 9X0 Drop the Dead Donkey 
(47802) 9X0 Whose Line Is It Anyway? 
(78821) 10X0 Frasier (31802) 10X0 
Cheers (40550) tlXO Seinfeld (59647) 
UXO The Larry. Sanders Show (18537) 
12X0 Lale Night with David Letterman 
(88086) 100 Taxi (25680) 130 Frontlne 
(79999) 2X0 Dr Katz (58067) 2X0 Tibs 
and Fibs (37574) 3X0 Nghtsiand ( 12116 ) 
3-30-4X0 Abbott & CosteSo (5T154) 


s 


REGIONAL television Variations 


MCI N IRELAND 

km ISC1 London wACOpt: aw 

a s® , 3aS«®v^ 

RK1 SCOTLAND 

ta 8SC1 London •rtJP^J^Jseun- 

331)10X0 F9h:Tt wN Si £t 5M 
toi Final insult (6639463) 
v Duv Peoofe (439395) -w™ 
“'513) 


ttCI WALKS witxo 

The 

Rrw tosun PB3S643V ttJO «2 <p Cra ^ 


and Awav (35008685) 2X0 The Jerry 
Springer Show (S77726C) 3X0 Angte 
News and wwer 

Qia News (63) 6X0 AhcjnAngte (43) 
«0 Out to Lunch with Brian Turner (Z7) 
10X0 Angia News and Weaker 

1 Dead Menfc Tates (1261T777) 3X5 
Narionwide Football League Extol 
££56951)4X0 Mghtscraen (1542628) 

SfSrfWn .BMpc -UJO Heart c*U» 

gfeiaww 

Ei Coriton weepti 10.30 ThfeMah 
M 10O Shorttend Street 

L^THome and Away (800431 
SSo The J«TY Springer Show 


540 A Country Practice (7235837) 6X0 
Home and Away (597203) 6X5 Wbles 
Tonight P67444) 7X0 fishtock* W8d 
Tracks (27) 10X0 HTV News (498885) 
H40 The Big Match: t gfift Champions 
League Special (606802) 1210 'fetes 
from the Darkside (9238406) 1245 The 
Haunted Fishtank (53319) U5 Hfrfender 
(901319) 2J5 Judge Judy (2432932) 

3X0 Wish Mxi Were Hara_7 (1280390) 
225 Dead Merfe fetes (12611777) 3X5 
Nationwide FbotbaS League (965rasi) 
4-50 nvtfghtecreen (1542628) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 6X5 HTV 

West Weather (65037Q. 6X0 The West 
Tonight (43) 7X0 Vfest Eye Wew (27) 
12JO Pleasure Guide (30M7T5) 12^*0 
fetes from tfw Daricsde (3267932) 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except: 10X0 This Uom- 
tog (44992192) 1235 Meridan News and 
Vrasthtt (4480734) 1X0 Shonland Street 
(7257956) 1X5 Home and /Wvay 
(35008685) 2X0 The Jerry Sprnoer 
Show (5777260) 3X0 MaraSan News 
and Waaiher (463043) 540 Home and 
A«ay (7235937) 5X7 Three Mnutes 
(228666) 8X0 Meridian TorticW (63) 

8X0 Surprise Chefs (4^. 7X0 W8dtte 


SOS (27) 10X0 Meridian News (498685) 
1245 Pier Pressure (54048) H4S The 
Haunted Fishtank (5331 9) 145 highlander 
(90T319) 245 Judge Judy (2432932) 

3X0 Wish You Wfere Here_? (12601390) 
3X5 Dead Menh fetes (12611777) 3X5 
Nationwide Foatbal League Extra 
(9656951) 4X0 ITV Mghtscreen 
(43390600) 5X0 Freescreen (77932) 
WESTCOUKTRY 

As Carlton except: 10X0 This litom- 
ing (44992192) 1245 Westcountry News 
(4460734) 12X7 Illuminations (7636821) 
100 Emmerdate (55910) 3X0 west- 
country News (4153043) 6X0 Westaoun- 
try Live (86463) 7X0 Stranger Than 
Fiction (27) 1245 Power Game (54048) 
UtAS The Haunted Fishtank (53319) 

145 Hghlander (901319) 245 judge Judy 
(2432932) 3X0 Wish You Were Here-? 
(12601390) 3X3 Dead Menfe fetes 
(12611777) 3X5 FootbaH League Extra 
(9656951) 4X0 Mghtscreen (642628) 

YORKSHIRE 

AS Carlton except: 10X0 This Morn- 
ing fU992l92) 100 Home and Away 
(41W353I) 1X5 The Jerry Springer Show 
(4532550) 240 Coronation Street 
(9551208)3X0 Calen dar New s 
(463043) 5X0 News (072590 ) ! 


Calendar (925021) 6X0 To 
7X0 Mssmg (27) 10X0 r 
(498685) 445 Jobfin der (1250681) 

TYME TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 3X0 North 
East News (4153043) 5X5 North East 
weather (208802) 6X0 North East 
Tonight (56463) 7X0 Grundy Goes- (27) 
10X0 North East News (498680) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except 12X0 Be- 
witched (97444821) 12X0 Sesame 
Street (26279666) 1X0 Planed Plant 
(67316260) 1X0 The Three Stooges 
(37889550)150 Film: The Lamp Stil 
Bums* (78300753) 4X0 Rkdd Lake 
(67557463) 5X0 Planed Plant: Lined 5 
(90549289) 5X0 Cou ntdow n (6757T043) 
6X0 Nawyddon (93897376) 640 Hena 
(86387579) 7X0 Pottol V Cwm 
(90552753) 7X0 Newydtion (67558192) 
8X0 Y Stoe Gelf (90538T73) 8X0 Pen- 
9X0 Tb the Ends of the 
(37709314) «X0 Brookaide 
10X5 Queer as Fok 
1U5 Boys Urtmted 
(38791685) 1145 Carry On Darkly 
(41479598) 12X5 Journeys into the Out- 
side with Jarvis Cocker (90016241) 145 
Close. 4X0 Ysgoion (43419593) 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 

Chess 

JON SPEELMAN 


AFTER HIS dream start in Linares 
where he won well against Leko in 
the first round and then moved to 
“plus two” with a lucky win against 
Ivanchuk on time, Michael Adams 
has unfortunately Men back into 
the pack with successive defeats as 
White against Gary Kasparov and 
Black a gains t Vla dimir Kr amnik. 

Following the Sunday rest day the 
scores were K&sparov ^6, Kramnik 
and Anand 3.5, SvidJec Ttopalov and 
Adams 3, Leko 15 and Ivanchuk just 
1.5. After a tentative start, this left 
Kasparov in excellent shape as they 
neared the end of the first cycle, 
though there’s still a long way to go. 
This is how he took the lead 

To avoid a theoretical battle, 
Adams opted for the Closed Sicilian 
but still got hit by a novelty, the tem- 
porary pawn sacrifice 9 ...b51? 
Adams built up a dangero us-lookin g 
kingside attack but Kasparov, 
buoyed up by the powerful e5 knight, 
ploughed ahead on the queenside. 

Not 26 ...Bxh6? 27 Nd5 Bxd5 28 
Bxh6. Adams might have tried 29 
Rxf7!? Nxf7 and now either 30 Be6 
BUB 31 Bxf7+ Kh8 32 Rxbl Rxbl+ 

33 Kg2 with some play for the ex- 
change or possibly 30 Rxf7 QxfT 31 
Nxf7 Rbl 32 Bel Bb2 33 Kh2 Rxcl 

34 Qg4 when owing to the hSpawn 
combined with the ineffectiveness 
of the a8 bishop his queen may give 
him enough play to get a draw. 

Not 30 Bxe5? Qxe5 preventing 31 
Rxf6 Qxg3+. 32 ,.J5 looks rislty but 
pursued the laudable aim of react- 


ivating the white-squared bishop. 
Adams got play with 34 g4! but still 
ended up in an unpleasant 
endgame. He found some counter- 
play with 43.e5 but in the end the a 
pawn ran through. 

White: Michael Adams 
Black: Gary Kasparov 


Closed 

Sicilian 

Ie4c5 

31 Nxe5 Bxe5 

2 Nc3 d6 

32 Qf3 f5!? 

3g3 Nc6 

33 Bxe5 Qxe5 

4Bg2g6 

34 g4! RxE 

5 d3 Bg7 

35 Rx£2 Rbl+ 

6 Be3 Nfe 

36 Eft RJb2 

7 Nge2 0-0 

37 Rxb2 Qxb2 

Sh3e5 

38 gxfa Qd4+ 

9 0-0 b5!? 

39 Khl Bxa4 

10 Nxb5 Rb8 

40 £xg6 hxgfi 

1184 86 

41 e5 Qxe5 

12 Na3 Rxb2 

42 Qb7 Be8 

13 Nc4 Rb8 

43 Bg2 Qh5+ 

14 f4 exf4 

44 Kgl Qxh6 

15 Nxf4 Na5 

45 Qe7 Qcl+ 

16 Nd2 Bd7 

46 Bfl Bf7 

17 Ra2 Bc6 

47 Qxd6 Qe3+ 

18 N£3 Ba8 

48 Khl a5 

19 C4 Nd7 

49 Qd8-F Be8 

20 Ra£2 Nb3 

50 Bg2 Qel + 

21 h4 Nd4 

51 Kh2Qe5+ 

22 Bh3 Nxf3+ 

52 Kh3 Kg7 

23 Qxf3 Ne5 

53 Bd5 a4 

24 Qdl Qe7 

54 Qb6 Bd7+ 

25 h5 Rb4 

55 Kg2 Qe2+ 

26 h6 Bh8 

56 Kgl a3 

27 Ne6 Rfb8 

57 Qxc5 Qel+ 

28 Ng5 Rb2 

58 Kg2 a2 

29 Bf4 Bf6 

59 Qd4+ Kh7 

30 Nf3 Bc6 

0-1 


CREATIVITY 


LOKl 

NEW ACRONYMS for old: a glossary 
Initials for contributors, too. Wel- 
come to Janet M Holdcroft, John 
Lamper; Philip Marlow, Tony 
McCoy O’Grady and PB Thomas. 
Regular contributors should be 
recognisable Grom their initials; if 
not, invent irreverent names for 
them for next week! 

ACCESS A Credit Card Encour- 
ages Silly Spending (JL). BAFTA 
Brilliantly Artistic Films Trading 
Awfully (JO’S). BSE Brains 
Scrambled Experimentally (ST); 
Because Scrapie Eaten (BB); 
Britain-Searing Experience (MED 
BT Bureaucratic Torture (PM) 

CFC Chemicals For Clouds (ST) 

CIA Can’t Investigate Anything 
(JAK): Cock-ups In Adventurism 
(JCTB); Cocaine Importation Auth- 
ority (PM). ID Coppers In Disguise 
(MG). EEC Europe Eats Countries 
(PBT). FBI FUnny Bloody Investi- 
gators (JAK). FRCS For Real Cir- 
cumcision Satisfaction (LC). GMB 
Genetically Modified Babies (AB). 
ICBM Instant Chaos, Bloody Mur- 
der (MG). I Cl Inescapable Car- 
cinogenic Inhalations (BB). 
INTERPOL International Raders 
in Erotica, Raunchy Pornography 
and Obscene Literature (PG). IOC 
Impresarios On Cloud 9 (BB); Tm 
Open to Corruption (TMO'G); I 
Order Champagne (BJO’B). 
KGCB Kept Giving Conservatives 
Backhanders (TMO’G). MAAF 
Madness Attributed to Additives 
in Fbod (MED. MENSA Morons 
Even Now Send Applications 
(PBT). MODEM Machine Only 
Disgorges Endless Mumbo-jumbo 
(TMO’G). NASA Not Another 


Space Accident (JAK); Not Anoth- 
er Shuttle Abandoned (JOB) 

NATO Nude And Totally Orgas- 
mic (JR); Nuclear Attacks Threat- 
ened Openly (MG); Not Aroused Till 
Over GBP); Noisy American Troops 
Overseas (JMH); No Ability To 
Organise (PBT). NHS No Hospital 
Space (L C); N o Hips Supplied 
(JOH). OFSTED Observing Ffellow 
School Teachers, Evaluating 
Destructively (JMH); Obsessive 
Ffcds Stress Teachers Every Day 
(JL). OPEC Our Prices Escalate 
Continually (TMO’G). 

PhD Particularly Harassed 
Daddy (AD). QED Quite Easily De- 
duced (LO. RSJ Right Sloppy Job 
(ED). UNESCO Unusual Number 
(of) Extremely Silty Conferences 
Organised (TMO’G). USA Uncon- 
victed Serial Adulterer (SD; Unim- 
peachable Sexual Antics (TMO’G) 
VAT Very ’And Times (BB). 

John Lamper and Tony McCoy 
O'Grady win Chambers Diction- 
ary cf Quotations. as does Brendan 
O’Byrne’s challenge: If lawyers are 
disbarred and clergy defrocked, 
would electricians be delighted, 
musicians denoted, cooks panned, 
Dxrjans destroyed, miners shafted? 
Describe how various people are 
dismissed from their jobs. 

Ideas to Creativity, Features, 
The Independent, 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, London 
E14 5 DL or e-mail to Loki.ValhaUa 
(n ‘btintemet.com by 11 March. 
Three prizes of Chambers - one for 
setting the challenge - Lb.a. 16 
March. On 9 March William Vague 
leads a parade of aptly mis-spelt 
celebrities. 


Concise crossword 


NoX859 Tuesday 2 March 



ACROSS 

1 More incisive (7) 

5 Reddish-coloured horses (5) 

S Up lo the Lime of (5) 

9 Digit (7) 

10 Nerve rain (9) 

12 Fish (3) 

13 Port worker (6) 

14 Wheedle (6) 

17 Meadow (3) 

18' Assessment of resources (5.4) 

20 Contradict (7) 

21 Recess (5) 

23 Big cat (5) 

24 Declaimed (7) 


DOWN 

1 Reject (5) 

2 Part of play (3) 

3 Throb (7) 

4 Go back on promise (6) 

5 Latin American dance (5) 

6 Landing area (9) 

7 Possible to solve (7j 
11 Endless (9) 

13 Joy (7) 

15 Poisonous element (7) 

16 Solicitor, eg, (6) 

18 Niggard (5) 

19 Part of step (5) 

22 Domestic pet (3) 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Wince, 4 Apprise (Wins n prize) 8 Antacid. 9 Icing. 10 Hyena. 11 Corsair. 
13 lote, 13 Revamp, 17 Tavern. 20 Ache, 22 Tactile, 24 Radii 26 Pin-upi 27 Embrace, 28 
Royalty. 24 Canoe. DOWN; 1 Weather, 2 Nine, 3 Etdaim. 4 AbdncL 5 Prior. 6 Imitate. 7 
Eatpr. 1 2 Oath, 14 Opal, 16 Vacancy. IS Aerobic. 19 Naivete, 21 Ctfleiy. 22 taper, IS Im- 
pel, 2S Drain. 
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